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At the beginning of the New Year, many pastors turned 
to the book of Joshua to inspire their congregations to 
go forward—this is the time of conquest. Many great 
phrases of faith and exhortations of encouragement 
are written in this book including “now is the time, 
tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among you,” and “I 
will cause you to prosper and be successful.” The Joshua 
generation was a generation of conquerors. 

As time progresses, Joshua and one generation 
of conquerors have died (Judges 1:1). Now a younger 
generation is facing a vicious, evil, cruel enemy named 
Adonibezek. His name alone, which means Lord of 
Lightning, causes fear to grip their hearts. Adonibezek 
had already conquered 70 kings. This diabolical king 
had a reputation of not only conquering his enemy but 
also removing their thumbs and big toes. Removing a 
warrior’s thumbs made him helpless in battle; without 
being able to use his sword, he would suffer the 
inevitable sorrow of defeat. Without his big toes, a warrior 
could not run and would have difficulty just walking. 
Now Adonibezek’s lustful eye was focused upon God’s 
chosen, appointed people. His wicked strategy was in 
motion to eradicate and devour the young generation—
the heirs of Joshua’s conquest, those who were living in 
the land of promise and carrying the righteous seed of 
Abraham. 

Oh, child of God, can we hear the Holy Spirit 
speaking to us through His Word? I have lived long 
enough to see a generation of conquerors who have 

assembled themselves in that great cloud of witnesses. 
Volumes of books could not contain the testimonies 
of the great prayer warriors of the generation before 
me. I am pastoring the church where I was born and 
raised, founded by Appalachian migrants who came to 
Northern Kentucky and Cincinnati, Ohio for work. Like 
my grandfather, they made their journey, from those 
mountains with nothing valuable as far as this world 
could see. Oh, how this tristate was going to change 
because they brought a powerful faith with a book of Joel 
experience in the outpouring of the Holy Ghost! 

Seven hundred years before the birth of Christ, the 
prophet Joel said in the last days before the coming 
of the Lord, there would be an outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit upon all flesh (Joel 2:28). One of the first places in 
America where God began to fulfill this prophecy was 
in the poverty-stricken coal mining Appalachia camps. 
The miracles, signs and wonders of these Spirit-filled 
believers are beyond all imagination—paralyzed bodies 
were restored; hot coals of fire left no burns on the hands 
of simple mountain women; a circle of light appeared 
on those who went up to the mountain to pray at night, 
keeping the copperheads and rattlesnakes away from 
the prayer warriors; several were raised from the dead; 
many were led by the Spirit without a GPS; some were 
translated from one place to another to pray for a dying 
saint at the midnight hour; cancer was spit up in a 
garbage can; many visions and dreams provided divine 
direction. I’m talking about miraculous events in my 
lifetime! 
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BRIDGING THE GAP MEDIA GUIDE

The Bible clearly proclaims that God does not change. 
He has not retired! Now we face our enemy who wants to 
make us weak in battle and unable to run the race. The 
young generation asked, What will we do? Who will fight 
for us? The Lord said, I’ve given your territory to Judah. 

Judah means praise! We must develop a faith-based 
praise on who our God is—the one God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. Our praise is not conditional to a 
style of music, a certain atmosphere, or basic cultural 
limitations. Our praise must be a great praise for a great 
God who is greatly to be praised. 

Judah said I can’t do this on my own; I need Simeon 
to go with me. The name Simeon means to hear, not just 
to hear sounds but to hear with understanding to the 
point of determined obedience. Can we even imagine 
what could happen to a generation that is full of great 
praise walking in obedience to the Word of God! That 
is what I believe we are walking into right now. God is 
raising up a people who hear His voice and will follow 
only God. I can hear the sound of a roaring praise that is 
going to conquer the Lord of Lightning Adonibezek! We 
shall overcome by the blood of the Lamb and the word of 
our testimony.

Love to Everyone,
Pastor Tommy Bates
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Sow You Know is our way of keeping you informed.  If you have questions or want to participate in 
these activities, please visit www.cfcky.com or call the church office at 859-356-8851, press 0.      

Dear CFC Family, 

Our 4th Quarter Report includes ministry activities 
from October 2016 to December 2016. I know God has 
something special for our church family this year. Be 
encouraged as you read these praise reports. Thank 
you for your Kingdom service and giving to the Lord—
Pastor Tommy Bates

• We exceeded our tithe goal for October-December 
by 6% or $32,318.70. We strategically invest God’s 
money into His storehouse to achieve our Core 
Value Missions to serve the spiritually lost, the 
hurting, and the poor (Malachi 3:10-11). 

• We had over 171 guests at CFC this past quarter. 
Our Connection Cards indicate that as high as 74% 
of our guests were invited to church by someone. 
Be sure to grab our invitation cards at the Guest 
Services Desk and invite someone to church.  

• In October, WOW Missions held its 6th annual golf 
outing, raising $5,000 for projects in the Peruvian 
Amazon. Johnny Hughes, president of Indian 
Ministries of North America, spoke at CFC and 
blessed the people with his Native American 
flute. Ken and Cindy Cooper (Missions In Focus) 
ministered with Brother Melvin Kincaid (Guate-Mex) 
several weeks in Mexico.

In November, a CFC team sponsored and 
ministered at the first Pastors and Emerging 
Leaders Conference in San Lorenzo, Peru. In less 
than three years, this remote jungle province has 
80 established churches and 4,000 new converts 
among 7 unreached tribal groups.

In December, a CFC team ministered over three 
weeks in Israel with Avi Mizrachi and Dugit 
Ministries, reaching people from multiple ethnicities.

• CFC launched CFC4, a new streamlined evangelistic 
ministry to develop teams for local and regional 
evangelism and national/international mission trips. 

• CFC launched its social media team and they’ve 
been doing an outstanding job (along with photos 
taken from our photography team)! We also want to 
welcome new volunteers serving as ushers, medical 
response team, baptism team, greeters, and more!   

• Divorce Care recently finished a session focused on 
“Surviving the Holidays.” 

• Our CFC interns have completed half of their 
internship. They have been growing as leaders 
in the kingdom of God through the day-to-day 
experiences and a weekly intern class.

• CFC Kids are continuing to grow in their relationships 
with Christ. In October they re-launched Wednesday 
Kids Clubs with the Operation Christmas Child 
Service Project. A group of families visited the 
Bi-Water Farm in Georgetown, KY as the kick off 
for the harvest time series. CFC Kids also hosted 
our Breakfast with Santa event with a gospel 
presentation to over 200 families. Our Children’s 
Christmas Musical was also a huge success using 
the talents of our kids, young adults, and children’s 
pastor.

• The students of IMPACT Youth Ministries met the 
needs of several elderly CFC members by doing 
their yard work and household cleaning. They 
also held in-home worship services for members 
who are homebound. IMPACT also participated in 
local youth ministry conferences and experienced 
complete transformations in their lives.
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• United (our young adult ministry) had an incredible 
time of growth and fun at their fall retreat in 
October. United continues to grow together in their 
Wednesday night Lifegroup. 

• Faithful CFC volunteers (and CFC Kids Ministry) 
helped minister and feed those in need in our 
community at the Ida Spence Mission project, the 
Hosea House, and Taylor Ridge. We supplied a 
Thanksgiving dinner to over 60 families; at least 
15 families came to CFC following the outreach to 
receive spiritual nourishment. McCourt25 ministered 
and fed over 40 families. 

• The Young Family Fellowship has been experiencing 
a mighty move of the Spirit in their Lifegroup. 
Several have been baptized with the Holy Spirit, and 
many have shared testimonies of God’s provision, 
protection, and salary increases on their jobs. Many 
people are growing and maturing in their walk with 
the Lord.

• CFC Small Groups had 17 small groups, over 200 
meetings, and hundreds of people in attendance. 
Most importantly, we received amazing reports 
about the opportunity to create relationships with 
brothers and sisters in Christ and receive powerful 
instruction from God’s Word. We even had first-time 
salvations and baptism with the Holy Spirit. CFC 
Small Groups Spring semester begins in February. 

• CFC hosted a Couples Day Out at Sharon Woods 
Park in Sharonville, Ohio. They enjoyed boating, 
watching a wildlife animal presentation, and great 
food and fellowship.

• Compassion Care Bereavement Card Ministry sent 
many cards this quarter. The Benevolence Team 
provided over 300 meals and prayerful support for 
those who experienced a loss in their family and 
hosted a special dinner for those who lost loved 
ones in 2016. 

• Man Enough Ministry hosted several speakers in 
their Sunday School class. CFC men also meet 
every Wednesday at noon at various locations 
across the tri-state for lunch. 

• Our Love for Life (Pro-life) Ministry assembled and 
prayed over 500 gift bags for the New Hope Center. 
They continue to provide baby items (diapers, 
strollers, wipes, etc.) to those in need and the 
gospel message to families across the tri-state. 

• Women’s Ministry Unlimited (WMU) hosted its annual 
Ladies Conference in November. Women were 
changed and challenged. A $600 offering was 
sent to both The Women of Hope and Women of 
Excellence. A $500 offering was given to The Ark of 
Mercy for turkeys to provide a Thanksgiving meal for 
those in need. Other financial sponsorships include 
$500 for WOW missions’ trip to Peru, $250 to CFCs 
music department, and $1,000 for Ark of Mercy for 
outreaches. In December, the ladies baked 300 
cookies for the Breakfast with Santa event. Working 
Hands Ministry made a quilt for each of the 51 
children in the Appalachian Children’s Home in 
Barbourville, KY. The women continue to hold their 
Sunday School class. 

• Community Christian Academy, our private school, 
thanks all the “Friends of CCA” for donations raised 
to purchase 70 Amazon Fire Tablets, large classroom 
monitors for each classroom, and high capacity 
internet Wi-Fi. CCA is also seeking sponsors for the 
Shoemaker baseball field. For more information, 
contact Dr. Lisa Hamm at 859-414-3698. 

 
• CFC held its first annual Veterans Christmas Dinner. 

Two WWII vets were present who combated at Iwo 
Jima and the Battle of the Bulge. Special thanks to 
all volunteers who served at the event. Our Men’s 
Ministry also hosted an appreciation breakfast for 
veterans.

 • Tommy Bates Ministries exceeded 27,000 likes 
on its Facebook page! CFC and TBM launched 
the live webstream on Facebook Live reaching 
thousands of more people. TBM also launched a 
new fellowship for church and business leaders. For 
more info, visit www.tommybates.com. 

• Yes, we’re still working on permits and building plans 
for our new building project: a 36,000 square foot 
facility connected to our existing church which will 
house a state-of-the-art children’s facility, additional 
classrooms for our adult classes and small groups, 
a large lobby area, and so much more! We hope to 
share more progress in the next quarter report.  

Thank you again for all you do to make Community a 
place where lives are changed! Let’s continue to work 
together to achieve CFC’s mission: Living God’s Word, 
Loving Like Jesus, Being Led by the Holy Spirit. 



The Kentucky Voice: Winter-Spring 20178

T he first day of school is full of 
anticipation and enthusiasm 
for students and teachers 

alike, for over the next several months 
something amazing is going to take 
place in that classroom. Line upon 
line, precept upon precept, and day by 
day minds are going to be expanded, 
truth will be established, relationships 
will develop, and self-discipline will be 
strengthened. 

 
Just as in any other school, the 

opening day class in our Bible Schools 
was the most important session 
because it laid the foundation and 
determined the objectives for the year. 
I opened every first day class with a 
question, “Why are you here?” Answers 
from eager students seeking to make 
good impressions could be summed 
up into a couple of categories, “To 
learn about the Bible,” or “To know 
more about God.”

With purpose and passion, I 
answered as I imagined the Apostle 
Paul would have. Yes, it is important 
to learn about the Bible, but we are 

not here just to be informed about 
God’s Word. It is vital to know more 
about God, but we are not here just 
to get information about Him. We are 
here, dividing the Word of God, so that 
Christ will literally be formed in you! 
Paul wrote to the Galatians in Chapter 
4:19, “My little children, of whom I 
travail… until Christ be formed in you.”  

Students were required to learn Bible 
doctrines, study courses on prayer, 
spiritual warfare, faith, Old and New 
Testament Survey to name a few, take 
examinations, and prepare oral and 
written reports, not just for a grade or a 
certificate, but always with the primary 
intent that Christ be formed in them. 
As their teacher, I wanted my students 
who were called to be pastors, 
evangelists, teachers, and church 
leaders to know that I was focused 
on guiding them into a position 
where Christ could be formed in them 
through the ministry of the Holy Spirit.

  
God’s purpose and will for His 

children (not just Bible School 
students) is to know the person who 

This pastor left his house at 4:30 by bicycle to catch 
a bus that would get him to school by 8:30 am.

Graduates from the Masai tribe perform a 
traditional dance in Nakuru, Kenya.
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is truth and for them to become that 
truth. Truth is not a thing; truth is a 
person. Jesus said, “I am the truth” in 
John 14:6.  

“In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. In Him was life and the life 
was the light of men. And the Word 
was made flesh, and dwelt among 
us…” (John 1:1, 4, 14). The Word 
became flesh and that Word is now 
conforming our flesh into the Word! 
Who He is, is who we are becoming!  

God’s ultimate objective is to 
conform His children into the image 
of Christ. Through the Holy Spirit, God 
persistently works to bring us into 
the fullness of His Son’s image. The 
process of conformity to Christ means 
reproducing the moral character of 
Jesus in us. We are made in the image 
of God but we will never become deity.

Jesus is truth and truth is life. All 
of God’s working is to conform us to 
the truth so we will have life and life 
more abundantly. This process, called 
sanctification, is accomplished by the 
displacement of our old nature ruled 
by the flesh with Christ’s new life ruled 
by the Spirit. This work is progressive 
and it takes patience and travail.  

Paul used the word travail in 
Galatians 4:19 to describe his resolve 
and dedication to the end that Christ 
be formed in them. The word ‘travail’ 
is defined in Vine’s New Testament 

Dictionary as, “labor involving painful 
effort.” Travail portrays the painful 
process whereby we are slowly 
fashioned through tests, trials, and 
choices into the image of Christ.

                                                                                               
As we grow more and more like 

Christ, tremendous advances in our 
spiritual lives emerge. Our travail will 
be rewarded. There comes a tipping 
point where you will feel life and life 
more abundantly flowing out of you, 
your prayer life becoming dynamic and 
vibrant.                           

                                                                                                             
The Holy Spirit is our teacher and He 

reveals the truth of God’s Word. Once 
inferiority and intimidation suppressed 
your spiritual gifts, but now Holy Spirit 
boldness has made you confident. 
You have an ever-deepening fullness 
in your relationship with Jesus that 
completely satisfies.       

You know by experience what Paul 
wrote in Romans 8:28, “…all things 
work together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are called 
according to His purpose.” You realize 
that trials and tests are not meant for 
your destruction but are an opportunity 
for God to bring you into another level 
of maturity. 

Like Job, there may be seasons 
of trials and temptations. A horror of 
darkness reaches out to strangle you; 
arrows of afflictions coming from every 
direction seem aimed at you and your 
family. It is as if Satan himself has you 
pinned to the mat and the countdown 
has started. 

No matter what the trial or 
temptation is, where it comes from, or 
how it affects you, all Satan’s dealings 
with you have a single purpose… to 
get you to act independently of God 
and His Word. Satan tempted Jesus 
in the wilderness to provoke Him to 
act independently of His Father. Jesus 
emerges triumphantly by answering 
Satan with the Word of God.    

If you stay the course, you will, like 
Job, emerge with increase. More and 
more you will quit trusting in the flesh 
and enter into the rest of the Lord. 
The useless struggle of the flesh 
is replaced by confidently trusting 

and obeying God and His Word, 
understanding that He alone knows 
the end from the beginning. 

God is fixed on ridding you of 
everything that is not Christ. He works 
in the circumstances of your life to 
bring attention to the qualities in you 
that are not Christ-like. When those 
attitudes, emotions, and feelings are 
in full view, the Holy Spirit begins. He 
works to eliminate everything in you 
that is not Christ and to reproduce the 
moral character of Christ in you.  

The natural life or life of the old 
man hinders the development of the 
new man and his life in Christ. The 
growth and maturity of your new life in 
Christ will accomplish the death of the 
old man with its sinful passions and 
unholy lusts. It is not by self-discipline 
or personal restraint (you cannot 
crucify the flesh with the power of the 
flesh) but by yielding to the ministry of 
the Holy Spirit. 

As we abide in Christ and continue 
this process of conformity “it doth 
not yet appear what we shall be; 
but we know that, when He [Jesus] 
shall appear, we shall be like Him; 
for we shall see Him as He is. And 
every man that hath this hope in Him 
purifies Himself, even as He is pure”  
(I John 3:2, 3).

Charles and Barbara 
are missionary 
teachers and 
members of CFC. 
Barbara is a teacher 
to the nations by the 
grace of God.

Graduating Class in Kangemi, a slum in 
Nairobi, Kenya

Dr. Price, on one of his visits to inspect the 
Bible Schools in East Africa, awarded me with 
my Master’s Degree of Theology. I had missed 
the stateside graduation because we had to 
leave for the mission field. It was a wonderful 
surprise, receiving my degree with all my 
students in attendance.
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Yesterday’s prophecy is today’s truth. Spiritual 
blindness foreshadows the history of today’s 

generation as the truth of the prophetic Word comes 
alive before our eyes. The fulfillment of words spoken 
by great men in the Bible is shaping the world as the 
sands in the hourglass fall quickly. Israel became a 
nation on May 14, 1948. Scholars of the Word know the 
generation witnessing this miraculous event should 
not pass away without seeing the coming of the Son of 
Man. The knowledge of this truth should fill the pews 
of today’s churches, but instead, mankind flees from 
God and not to Him. The great prophet Ezekiel saw 
this prophetic event and referenced it in the thirty-
seventh chapter of his book. In a vision he saw dry, dead 
bones take on new life. What he saw was the rebirth 
of a forgotten nation whose people were scattered 
around the globe. Ezekiel saw Israel become a nation 
approximately 2,500 years before it actually occurred. 

Over two thousand years ago (30 AD) Jesus looked 
into our future and saw our tomorrow. The Lord didn’t 
see pleasant things. He witnessed the plagues of wrath. 
Jesus saw wars and the threat of more war. He saw 
famines and earthquakes in divers’ places. Tears fell 
from His eyes as He witnessed the persecution and 

Dan Harris is an award-winning teacher, administrator, and author who has 
worked diligently in both public education and Christian education. He has 
successfully served in sundry executive positions within the private business 
world. He is an avid student of God’s Word and servant of Jesus Christ.

hatred of people of faith. The Lord could see the false 
prophets standing on the bema platforms and spewing 
the rhetoric of deception. The cloak of complacency 
would fill the edifice of praise as it chased away 
the message of truth. He could hear the sea waves 
roaring as the prince and power of wickedness silently 
cheered. Jesus saw the stresses of our tomorrow which 
weakened the hearts of men as disobedient children 
showed their unthankfulness. The vigilant Lord saw 
evil replacing good as the lovers of pleasure laughed at 
righteous living. He saw a day when pride replaced faith 
in the hearts of many. Yes, the Lord viewed this dreadful 
time we call today and tomorrow. The Lord witnessed 
the day when the keepers of the law would pass rules 
which would be an abomination before Him.

I’m sure the Lord weeps for America from the holy 
mountain in the heavenly. America was founded on 
Godly principles but look at her now. Can a nation’s sins 
cause God to turn His back on that nation? The answer 
is yes. In a time called yesterday, Sodom and the other 
cities of the plain were destroyed but not for the sin of 
sodomy. They were destroyed because judges legalized 
the sins of its citizenry which became an abomination 
before an Almighty God. Has America become a 

what is in the by Dan Harrisgap
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modern-day Sodom? Look at the following decisions of 
our government and judges and answer the question 
for yourself. Here are eleven decisions that changed the 
course of the nation we love:

•  1962 – The courts removed prayer from the schools
•  1963 – Bible reading was forbidden
•  1973 – Abortion was legalized
•  1980 – The Ten Commandments could no longer     

be displayed
•  2003 – The legalization of gay rights took place
•  2008 – Our government announced we are no longer 

a Christian nation
•  2013 – The National Day of Prayer was cancelled by 

the White House
•  2013 – The Defensive Marriage Act was struck down 

by the courts
•  2015 – Same sex marriage is legalized
•  2015 – White House coronates same sex laws with 

rainbow colors displayed
•  2015 – Planned Parenthood sells aborted body parts 

of the unborn

Wake up America before it is too late. We must return 
to the principles upon which we were founded, which is 
one nation under God indivisible with liberty and justice 
for all. Isaiah 9:6 says, “For unto us a child is born, unto 
us a Son is given; and the government shall be upon 
His shoulder: and His name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, and 
the Prince of Peace.” America is linked to Israel through 
Christ. Israel has been a nation for sixty-eight years 
now. The Dispensation of Grace is winding down. Jesus 
will return for His church bride when all pre-tribulation 
prophecy is fulfilled. It is now 2016, and the days of 
tribulation loom on the horizon. What did the great 
prophets say must be fulfilled before the Lord can come 
back? What is left in the gap between 2016 and the time 
of trouble?

•  The Psalm 83 War still needs to be fought. 
This war is a family feud between Israel and 
its neighbors. The borders of Israel must be 
expanded. Israel shall control all the land 
promised to Abraham.

•  Jeremiah 49:39 tells us about a disaster 
which occurs in the land known as Elam. 
Elam encompasses about one-fifth of the 
territory within Iran. It is the headquarters 
for one of the Iranian nuclear power plants.

•  Isaiah 17:1 proclaims the city of Damascus in 
Syria must crumble. It is the oldest city in 
the world.

•  Ezekiel prophesied the rise of an exceeding 
great army to protect Israel and its new 
territory [Ezekiel 25:14 and Ezekiel 37:10].

•  Ezekiel 38:11 speaks to the expansion of 
Israel. Currently Israel is one of the most 
walled nations in the world. The prophet saw 
an Israel without walls.

•  Jeremiah 49:1-6 states the crosshairs of evil 
are pointed in the direction of the nation 
known as Jordan. ISIS has Jordan in its sight.

•  Isaiah 19:1 speaks about the weakness of 
Egypt. Terrorization awaits the troubled 
nation led by the Muslim brotherhood. 
According to the prophets, Hebrew will 
eventually be spoken in five Egyptian cities.

•  Ezekiel 38:13 speaks to the declining power 
of the UK and the USA. The United States 
and England are reduced to just protesting. 
In the last days we don’t support or defend 
Israel. Ezekiel 38:13 says, “Sheba, and Dedan 
(Saudi Arabia), and the merchants of Tarshish 
(Britain), with all the young lions (US and 
other nations) thereof, shall say unto you, 
are you come to take the spoil? Have you 
gathered your company to take a prey? To 
carry away silver and gold, to take away 
cattle and goods, to take great spoil?” Is the 
weakness of America the result of the evil 
decisions referenced above? Has she lost her 
favor?

•  Also, the rapture of the church referenced 
in 1 Thessalonians 4:15-18 and 1 Corinthians 
15:51-53 must take place before the time of 
trouble. The Lord promised us we would be 
out of here before the tribulation begins.

Look up for your redemption draws nigh!

the gap
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by Dan Jenkins

In this passage of scripture, Jesus tells the 
parable of the two builders—a story we know 
by heart—we may have even sang a song about 
it when we were in preschool. Jesus was not 
really teaching about where we should build our 
houses; instead He used that as an illustration of 
an important spiritual truth. 

As a children’s pastor, I constantly think 
about the foundation I am laying in the lives of 
the students in my care. And as a father, I think 
about the foundations I am laying in my own 
children’s lives. What is your goal for your child? 
What do you really want for their life? What 
kind of person do you want them to be as an 
adult? How do we help our children to live a life 
that is pleasing to God? Well, it all starts with 
the foundation we lay for them. 

Your child is made up of body, mind, and 
soul. We spend a ton of time making sure our 
children are physically healthy and pushing 
them academically, but when it comes to 
developing our child’s soul many of us are 
simply confused. What is the goal for the 
soul of your child? We don’t want to put so 

Anyone who listens to my teaching and follows it is wise, like a person who builds a 
house on solid rock. Though the rain comes in torrents and the floodwaters rise and 
the winds beat against that house, it won’t collapse because it is built on bedrock. 
But anyone who hears my teaching and doesn’t obey it is foolish, like a person who 
builds a house on sand. When the rains and floods come and the winds beat against 
that house, it will collapse with a mighty crash (Matthew 7:24-29).

much emphasis on the body and mind that 
our kids end up with a full college scholarship, 
but morally and spiritually bankrupt. The 
development of our soul should be the 
fundamental driving force from which we lay 
our foundation—a foundation built with time 
spent as a family in God’s Word, prayer, faithful 
church attendance, and a commitment to giving 
of our time, talent, and treasure to the Lord.

Let’s look back at the parable for a moment. 
One house was built on a sure and solid 
foundation while the other was not. Jesus says 
the house which stood illustrated a life built upon 
the foundation of obeying His word. A life lived 
like this endures forever, while the other life is 
washed away into eternal ruin. Build your house 
on the foundation of the Lord! Let’s make sure 
that we are living God’s Word, loving Like Jesus, 
and being led by the Holy Spirit in all we do!

Dan is the children’s pastor at CFC. 
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he New Year is often a time set aside for new beginnings: 
changes, a new direction, or a fresh start. Many who 
wrestle with making resolutions still long to make 
improvements in their lives and strive to be more positive 

influences for family, friends, and co-workers who surround them on 
a daily basis. If this sounds like you, maybe you should implement a 
phrase into your vocabulary that could spur you onto the right path. 
Quite possibly this is the year you were destined to say, “Here I am.”  

 Often in life, we find ourselves in the predicament of wondering 
why God isn’t speaking to us or using us for great things. “Why is it 
that everyone around us seems to be moving forward, but we’re still 
stuck in the same rut of 2012?” It’s important to remember, our God 
is a gentleman who will not force His way into our lives. His Word 
tells us, “Listen! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My 
voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and have dinner with 
him, and he with Me.” In other words, God will surely knock on 
your heart’s door. The question is, “Are you too pre-occupied or busy 
to hear Him?”

I have just begun the journey of reading through the Bible again 
this year. Outside of being overwhelmed at the newness of reading 
the book of Genesis once again, I was intrigued by one phrase that 
continually surfaced in the beginning chapters. When God tested 
Abraham, each time He called out to provide instruction, Abraham’s 
response was the same, a Hebrew word, “Hineni.” Later in Genesis 
31 and Genesis 46, Jacob uses the same word in response to God, not 
once but twice when God calls out to him. Then in Exodus Moses 
utters the same word when God speaks to him at the burning bush.  

What is most interesting about the word “hineni” is its literal 
Hebrew translation-- “here I am” or “use me.” Not only did 
Abraham, Jacob, and Moses respond to God when He called out to 
them, but they also essentially added, “Whatever You require, I will 
do!” And God’s response? “I will make you a great nation!”

God has great and wonderful plans for you in 2017, but to be 
used by Him, your response must be the same as Abraham, Jacob, 
and Moses: “Here I am; use me!” 

It’s no secret that as the newness of the New Year begins to fade, 
so does our willpower and discipline to remain committed to our 
January 1 resolutions. Although your willpower fades, God’s does 
not. And in His Word, He very clearly states who we must rely on. 
2 Corinthians 12:10 says, “When I am weak, my God is strong.” 
Timothy further teaches us how to achieve those resolutions in         
2 Timothy 3:16 when he reminds us that “The Bible is a useful 
tool for teaching and equipping us for all the good works God has 
planned for me.” And finally, Peter reminds us that God’s timing is 
perfect when he admonishes us in 1 Peter 5:10: “But may the God of 
all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you 
have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you.”

God has this year and every year for that matter under control, 
my friend. So, I encourage you to make 2017 the year you boldly 
claim “Here I am” for your family, your neighbors, your job, 
and most of all God. And watch Him use you in ways you never 
imagined!

Julie House is a writer, speaker, 
wife, and mother of three. She lives 

in Independence, Kentucky, is the Founder of 
Equipped Ministries, and blogs (occasionally) at 
www.equipped4him.blogspot.com

T
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Standing in the middle of the Midian 
desert, barefoot, staring at a burning 
bush, Moses cried, “Who shall I tell 
them sent me?” Leadership is the 
decisive ground on which everything 
rises and falls. When I was a young 
preacher in my early twenties, I 
preached a message entitled, “The 
Man, the Message, the Move.” The 

powerful impact of leadership was clearly revealed to 
me. In ancient Israel, when God’s people had a good 
king, all was well with the nation. When they had a 
bad king, things went poorly for everyone. That’s why 
Scripture teaches that without a vision people perish 
(Proverbs 29:18).

The call to leadership is a consistent pattern in the 
Bible. When God decided to raise up a nation of His 
own, He didn’t call upon the masses. He called out 
one leader, Abraham. When He wanted to deliver His 
people out of Egypt, He didn’t guide them as a group. 
He raised up a leader to do it, Moses. When it came time 
for the people to cross into the Promised Land, they 
followed one man, Joshua. Every time God desires to 
do something great, He calls a leader to step forward. 
Today, He still calls leaders to step forward for every 
great work.

My Appalachian heritage and many life lessons have 
given me simple, yet extremely beneficial wisdom. And 
for over forty-four years I have learned from great men 
and women of God from around the world. Now Tommy 

Bates Ministries has answered God’s call to serve as a 
Christ-centered, Biblical covering for leaders. Jesus said 
it this way, “You are the salt of the earth… You are the 
light of the world… Let your light shine before others, that 
they may see your good deeds and glorify your father 
in heaven” (Matthew 5:13-16). With this covering, we 
will see Revival and a restoration of the true heartbeat 
of Christ, which is to bring souls into the Kingdom of 
Heaven.

I’ve had the privilege of meeting thousands of pastors, 
leaders, and various ministers throughout my life. There 
is one shocking thread of weakness woven into the 
personality of nearly all of us:  the feeling of inadequacy, 
just not good enough to get the job done. I have 
resigned in my mind every Monday for years and now 
it’s about a once a month resignation. Congregations 
look at me as a super-preacher flying in to the pulpit 
with confidence, power, the ability to leap high buildings, 
and faster than a locomotive. But I know what I’ve had 
to deal with to continue to walk in victory for over four 
decades. And that is the very reason in my silver haired 
season of ministry I’m compelled to extend my hand to 
the plough and bring this fellowship to you. I am totally 
stirred. I have no intention of pulling back the throttle 
in these last days. Satan is aware his time is limited. But 
God has brought each one of us to this point of time and 
history to IMPACT our world with the message of Jesus.

Full of zeal and faith and love to all of you,

Pastor Tommy Bates

ARE YOU A LEADER OR AN ASPIRING 
LEADER IN THE WORK PLACE OR CHURCH?

TBM Fellowship serves as a spiritual covering and personal development venue for 
leaders.  This kind of connection is vital for the ever-increasing challenges of leadership.

LEARN MORE AT TOMMYBATES.COM
OR CALL 859.414.3698
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            ny parent can tell you the many challenges of raising children. We are flooded with information from every area 
about what we should or shouldn’t be doing. In our current culture, parental relationships are often the blame for anyone 
who causes havoc. Occasionally you’ll hear about a parent influencing a child who accomplished something great such as 
becoming an Olympic hero or a civil servant who saved a life. However, for the most part, moms and dads get the blame 
for what’s wrong with today’s generation. We are too easy on them. We just want to be their friend. We don’t set any 
limits. Now, is some of this true? Absolutely. Could we can do more? Yes. Do we all want to be better parents and raise 
wonderful, God-fearing children that change the world? Of course. Well, here’s another suggestion for what we should be 
doing: give our children more fruit.

 I am not a parenting expert. I am just a parent who 
has tried to focus on being the best mom I can be. I want 
to share what the Lord put in my heart. My kids are still 
young so I am not equipped with any objective evidence 
or research data for this suggestion that I want you to 
consider.  

When I say give them more fruit, I’m not talking 
about bananas, oranges, and apples. Instead, I’m 
referring to the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
and self-control.

Raising children is a full-time, complex job; there’s 
nothing easy about it. The Lord spoke to me about how 
I should be teaching my kids about the fruit of the Spirit 
at home. They should see the fruit of the Spirit in my 
life. Sometimes I am more like Jesus outside my house 
than inside my house. In general, I let my guard down 
around those I love and who love me. I sometimes worry 
more about what my co-workers think of me than my 
own kids. I spend time thinking about spreading the 
love of Jesus outside our house but sometimes miss great 
opportunities at home. This article is for anyone else that 
feels this same way. 

Our children don’t need to think we’re perfect, but 
they should know we are striving to be more like Jesus 
every day. After reading the list of the fruit of the Spirit, 
you may already be thinking that your own personality 
is working against you. However, remember that this 
isn’t the fruit of you, it’s the fruit of the Spirit. It’s the 
one thing that all Christians should have in common. 
Even with different personalities and tendencies, we can 
all show this fruit. Some parts of this fruit won’t come 
as easily as others, but that doesn’t mean it’s not there. 
Chances are, other people are in your child’s life that you 
can learn about the fruit of the Spirit from. Maybe your 
spouse shows joy more consistently than you do, and you 
are more patient. Ask the Lord to help you show all this 
fruit. He will teach you to be more patient and gentle.   

He will give you opportunities to demonstrate joy and 
peace. Then you can start teaching the fruit of the Spirit 
to your kids (if you haven’t already) and help them 
recognize the fruit in themselves and others. 

Making a difference in your community or in the 
world is admirable. Making a difference in your home 
significantly impacts your children in a Godly way– 
today and tomorrow. For kids, it’s not just about them 
having a place to sleep, food in their lunch box, and 
a good night hug. We impact our children one way or 
another. Let’s take control over the message we are 
sending. Come home and love on your kids. Take time to 
play with them. Let them see the kindness, goodness, and 
gentleness you’ve probably been showing other people all 
day. This will take effort and energy, but your children 
are worth it. And as you daily practice showing the fruit 
of the Spirit, you will be living and modeling a godly 
lifestyle for your most precious gifts from God. 

As I said in the beginning, I am not a parenting 
expert. I’m simply sharing what the Lord put on my heart 
for my own life and my own family. This is just some 
food for thought. Or maybe I should say fruit for thought. 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
self-control. Against such there is 
no law.  (Galatians 5:22-23 NKJV)

Krystie Daniels is a team ministry 
volunteer for CFC Kids. She lives in 
Independence, KY with her husband 
and their three daughters.
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Since 2007 I have dreamed of writing and directing 
Christian television shows. To this end, I have written 
multiple television pilots and even produced two 

independent films based upon my writing—all with the hope 
that one day a viable alternative to network television would 
exist that would entertain while unapologetically showcasing 
a Christian worldview. This dream has been all the more 
invigorated by the trends in Hollywood and the church. 

Hollywood has shown rising interest lately in biblical 
films, even placing big name artists into pivotal roles. Mel 
Gibson is back and better than ever and hopes to make a 
sequel to The Passion. A Pontius Pilate film is coming soon 
starring none other than Brad Pitt. Past movies of note saw 
Russel Crowe and Christian Bale take on the role of Noah 
and Moses (respectively). Even though these films are not 
very biblical (to put it nicely), they seem to have had the 
unintended consequence of encouraging churches to jump 
into the foray. Churches like Sherwood Baptist (Albany, GA) 
and more recently Harvest Bible Fellowship (Elgin, IL) have 
dedicated time, funds, and manpower to establish production 
companies as a church ministry to produce moderately 
budgeted feature films.

Reed Uberman is an associate 
pastor at Community Family Church 
in Independence, KY. He has been in 
full-time ministry for over 12 years. He 
has a B.A. from Bethany University in 
Biblical Theology and an M.A. from Lee 
University in Theological Studies. He 
is married to his wife Erika, and they 
have two sons, Elias and Jude. Reed’s 
passion is to raise up and empower 
disciples through biblical teaching.
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Why the sudden 
emergence of 
this trend? What 
role does film 
play in Christian 
ministry? Frankly, 
I think the answer to the first 
question is money. Hollywood 
clearly has interest in biblical 
films because they are based 
on existing intellectual property 
and can often span the four 
age quadrants (tweens to 
grandparents), resulting in a 
strong potential for a return 
on their investment. To date, 
The Passion is still the highest 
grossing independent film of all 
times. For Christians, however, 
the answer to the second 
question is more involved. I 
believe film and television can 
play three roles in ministry.

First, movie and television 
ministry is important because it 
is biblical. Filmmaking, at its best, 
is fundamentally storytelling, and 
the Scripture show us that Jesus 
was a master storyteller. Jesus 
joined predecessors, like Plato 
and Aesop, in using a plethora 
of fictional stories to illustrate 
fundamental truths. Even when 
Jesus seemingly used storytelling 
(or parables) to confuse people 
(Matthew 13:13, 15), in the same 
breath, Jesus told His disciples 
that He did so to reveal the 
secrets of the Kingdom. Jesus 
used parables to make often-
hard truths easy to comprehend. 
We’ve undoubtedly seen a dry 
sermon come alive through the 
use of a personal testimony or 
anecdote. The illustration helps 
bridge the gap between abstract 
spiritual truths and practical 
application. Perhaps this is why 
T. D. Jakes recently said, “If 
Jesus were alive today, He would 

probably make 
movies.” I’m not 
so sure that Jesus 
would have had the 
time because He 
was so busy pouring 

into His disciples, but I can’t 
help but wonder if Peter or John 
would have made movies!

Second, a philosophical need 
for Christian film exists in our 
society. We undeniably live in a 
great nation, but our nation is 
no longer Christian. Religious 
conversation and definitions 
are not considered relevant in 
mainstream society. In other 
words, we live in an age of 
secularism. We’ve 
often heard the 
expression, “the two 
things you don’t talk 
about are religion 
and politics.” This 
notion has perhaps 
spread throughout 
our society because the church 
has allowed religious talk to be 
cloistered for far too long behind 
the four walls of the church. This 
was not always the case. There 
was a time when the greatest 
thinkers, authors, sculptors, and 
painters in society were Christian. 
To turn the tide of secularism, 
we must allow Christianity the 
freedom to enter the marketplace 
of ideas. What better way for this 
to happen than for Christians to 
flood the market with high quality, 
biblically-sound, and relevant 
movies and television shows 
that reach millions of people in 
millions of homes around the 
world. 

Third, a theological imperative 
presence exists in Christian film. 
Because God is omnipresent, 
meaning God is everywhere 

all the time, He should be 
represented in every vocation 
and every area of life. While the 
term omnipresent speaks more 
spatially than it does culturally, 
we should widely accept that 
the presence of God is so 
glorious that every place and 
every institution should feel its 
magnitude. Martin Luther is well-
known for expressing this same 
notion: “God is milking the cow 
through the milkmaid.” In other 
words, God is present through 
His people in their daily lives as 
they fulfill even the most menial 
tasks. In the church, movies and 
television have always been an 
uncomfortable subject because 

often, especially in 
recent years, they 
are so spiritually 
compromising. 
However, if movies 
and television can 
be used for bad 
influence, I can see 

the potential to use them to make 
a significant positive impact.

In some way, I hope what’s 
happening in our world with film 
excites you. We’ve yet to really 
see a plethora of great Christian 
films, like The Passion, but the 
potential is endless. And I hope 
you can see the need for all of us 
in every vocation to envision how 
we can spread the Gospel. As 
a full-time minister, I’ve decided 
that film is one of the ways I want 
to do it. Perhaps God has some 
creative ideas He wants to give 
you. 

And I hope you can 
see the need for all of 
us in every vocation to 
envision how we can 
spread the Gospel.

To turn the tide of 
secularism, we must 
allow Christianity the 
freedom to enter the 
marketplace of ideas.



The Kentucky Voice: Winter-Spring 201720

2016 sure was an interesting year for our nation. We have 
endured at least thirteen terrorist attacks in our country. 
A certain large corporation was acquitted of accusations 
stating they sold fetal body parts for profit. The Cincinnati 
Zoo saw death threats over the emergency shooting of 
the endangered Silverback Gorilla, 
Harambe. We battled the dangerous 
Zika virus, which was showing up all 
over the nation. There were creepy 
clowns freaking people out and closing 
down schools. Businesses and public 
schools are now allowing, or being 
advised to allow, transgendered persons 
to use the restroom they feel is more 
suitable for them, making our public 
restrooms accessible to predators. 
Young, unarmed men were shot, police officers were shot, 
and riots ensued across America throughout the year.

If this all seems like bad news to you, consider the 
following. The Chicago Cubs won the World Series for the 
first time in over 100 years (even if you hate the Cubs, you 
have to appreciate this). America ranked number one at 
the summer Olympics with 46 gold, 37 silver, 38 bronze, 
giving us 121 total medals. Answers in Genesis chose the 
beautiful state of Kentucky to build a true-to-size replica 
of the Biblical Ark, drawing people from all over the world 

and spreading the Gospel. Abortion rates have drastically 
dropped in our country, and worldwide actually, and many 
clinics have closed. People are still getting married, having 
babies, adopting puppies, donating to charity, and helping 
their fellow citizens in unbelievable ways.

God is still working. He is still in 
control. He is still patient and slow to 
anger, even when we are not.

 
One of the most troubling events in the 

United States this past year for so many 
was the highly contentious presidential 
race we endured. I am not one to use 
the phrase I can’t wait because I want 
to live in the moments the Lord has 

placed me in, but I could not wait for November 8 to arrive! 
As someone who was much more informed than in years 
past, I could not seem to maintain a neutral temperament 
when considering the outcomes. The anticipation just about 
killed me. Throughout the very long and arduous race 
for the White House, I held on to any sense of sanity by 
remembering Hebrews 12:2 and fixing my eyes on Jesus. 
November 8 came and went, and here I am, still carrying 
out my weekly routine, enjoying the moments I’m blessed 
with and savoring the knowledge that God is faithful.

“GOD IS STILL 
WORKING. HE 
IS STILL IN 
CONTROL.”
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Jennifer McCoy lives in Independence 
with her husband, two children and dog. 
She loves to write and create to give glory 
to the Lord.

 
That would not change 

no matter who had won 
that Tuesday. While 
some are happy about 
our possible future as 
Americans and full of 
hope and optimism, 
others are extremely 
distraught and fearful. 
By the time you read 
this, America will have 
digested this eminent 
transition more, and 
maybe the riots will 
have stopped. Maybe 
the protests will have 
shriveled. Maybe the 
promises have already 
been weakened or 
broken. Maybe WWIII 

has begun. There are an innumerable 
amount of “what ifs” for our country 
right now, no matter what side you’re 
on. 

Also consider that even if it gets 
better, it will eventually still get much 
worse according to God’s Word. 

 
The extreme reactions from both 

sides of the political fence happen 
for one reason: people have put their 
hope in a presidential candidate who 
either lost, or won, and now they’re 
either seething or joyous because 
of the outcome. While having an 
emotional reaction from the outcome 
is not necessarily a bad thing, when 
it crosses into either feeling hopeless 
or finding contentment in the elected 
leader of our country, we have 
forgotten one of the most profound 
attributes of God. He is the eternal 
King.

 
God is King no matter who is 

president. He has always been and 
always will be. His Kingship is not 
dependent on anything. Although 

Israel was God’s people who he set 
apart for himself, he was not limited 
as King to only them. He remained 
King of the World. This is portrayed 
throughout the Bible, but evident in 
the recount of Saul becoming king 
of Israel in I Samuel. When Israel 
begged Samuel to find them a King 
so they could unite in nationalism like 
the nations around them and have 
a leader for war, they showed their 
constant bent of idolatry. 

 
God still showed them grace and 

provided Saul for them as their first 
King. This seemed wonderful, and 
in the beginning, it was beneficial. 
Saul started out as a good king, but 
before long, his flaws started getting 
in the way. Saul disobeyed God 
and the Lord relinquished his Spirit 
from Saul’s leadership. This ramped 
up a disturbing decent into moral 
depravity. Saul lied to Samuel, mislead 
Israel, spiraled into depression and 
madness, abused his power, tried to 
kill David repeatedly out of jealousy, 
suffered from his own son being killed 
because of his lack of obedience and 
eventually ended up committing a 
horrid suicide. This is the shortened 
list of his failings. He was king for only 
two years.

Israel was devastated through this 
mess. They did not worship God as 
their King, so the Lord let them have 
what they wanted and they suffered 
for their idolatry. Yet, since God is 
grace, he provided David as Israel’s 
next king. David was imperfect, but he 
was also humbled and repentant. He 
led Israel as a true leader under the 
Sovereign Kingship of God. He also 
continued the bloodline the Lord used 
to bring us Himself in the flesh.

 
Jesus came to this earth, 

temporarily giving up royalty to live 
an uncomfortable life and serve the 
least of the lowest. Jesus endured 
persecution and suffering, even to 
death on the cross, because he was 
sacrificing for a Kingdom he knew was 
infinitely better than this temporary 
home. Jesus may have come to our 
world as a helpless infant, born in the 
space which housed farm animals, 
grown up unnoticed, and falsely 
been accused by those who hated 

him. He may have been beaten and 
tortured, undeservingly, and crucified 
next to thieves. But when Jesus died, 
becoming the subject for all of God’s 
holy wrath which we deserve, he 
became our Savior. When he rose 
from the dead, embodying the full 
power of the Father, and after he 
ascended to await us in the Kingdom, 
he reclaimed his rightful title as King of 
Kings. This has not changed.

No matter what you may be thinking 
about the 2016 election results or any 
current world events, Jesus is still the 
same King on the throne. A president, 
a patriarch, a dictator, a tyrant; all are 
still under the ultimate authority of 
God Almighty. Looking to a national 
leader or any other fallible human 
for true hope or contentment in this 
fallen world will only cost us our joy, 
morale, and possibly our reputation 
when we have unreasonable 
reactions to unforeseen outcomes. 
Our comfortable, made-up world will 
come crashing down when that leader 
or person fails us. The only source 
of true hope we have is in the author 
and finisher of our faith, Jesus Christ. 
Maybe our nation will experience 
times of peace and prosperity, but 
stay vigilant, for the end is near. When 
it looks like there is no hope to those 
who are focusing on this temporal 
world, remain in the joy of the Lord 
knowing you are co-heir with Jesus to 
His Kingdom.

“GOD IS KING 
NO MATTER 
WHO IS 
PRESIDENT”

“JESUS IS STILL 
THE SAME 
KING...”
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“I can’t do that! I’m not smart enough.”

“My brother is the smart one in the family. I just run fast.”

“I’m so stupid!”

Have you heard these statements before? Or something like them?

Children who don’t think they’re smart often feel 
defeated before they get started. They give up when 
something appears hard. They may not try new things. 
They definitely won’t do as well in school.

I’ve got great news! Everyone is smart in 8 great ways. 
Dr. Howard Gardner discovered the multiple intelligences 
and I’ve enjoyed teaching and writing about them for 
years.

Children (and adults) are smart differently, but we’re all 
smart. We have the smarts in varying degrees because 
God creates each of us uniquely according to His 
intentional plan. As a result, some smarts are strengths 
and will be more obvious to see in us and our children. 
We may doubt we or they have others. But, we all do. 
God is a generous Creator! 

For several reasons, it’s valuable for parents, 
grandparents, and teachers to understand how children 
are smart. And, the 8 great smarts are easy enough for 
children to understand and obvious enough for them 
to see. They can believe they’re smart. That makes the 
multiple intelligences extra empowering!

Here’s the first benefit to point out. You can discover 
how to help each child learn with all 8 of the great 
smarts. Children can study with all the smarts at home 
and learn how to use them effectively at school. And, 
when you and your children determine which smarts are 
their strengths, they can activate those especially when 
they’re challenged or bored.

Kathy Koch, Ph.D., is the 
founder and president of 
Celebrate Kids, Inc., of 
Fort Worth, TX. She has 
influenced thousands 
of parents and children 
in 30 countries at 
conventions and church-
based trainings. She’s 
also a popular guest 
on Focus on the Family 
radio. Her website is 
www.CelebrateKids.com 
and her blog is 
www.DrKathyKoch.com. 
This article is based 
on her newest book, 8 
Great Smarts: Discover 
and Nurture Your Child’s 
Intelligences.



• When using word smart, children think with 
words. Have them read (e.g., relevant books 
that aren’t assigned, but that can expand their 
understandings), write (e.g., take notes even when 
not required), speak (e.g., read papers out loud to 
hear grammar mistakes), and listen (e.g., use online 
sermons, TED talks, and the like to reinforce ideas 
they’re studying).

• When using logic smart, children think with 
questions. Have them predict what questions 
teachers will ask and have them practice answering 
them. Have them read and listen for cause-effect 
and comparison-contrast relationships.

• When using picture smart, children think 
with their eyes in pictures. Encourage them 
to visualize; have them describe what they see 
in their minds; teach them to pay attention to 
pictures, graphs, maps, and other visual displays 
of truth; and encourage them to draw definitions of 
vocabulary words and more to prove they know the 
difference (e.g., apartment vs. home vs. condo).

• When using music smart, children think with 
rhythms and melodies. Encourage them to put 
main ideas, sequences, chemical abbreviations, 
and more to music in their mind like we’ve done to 
memorize the ABC’s and how to spell “Mississippi.”

• When using body smart, children think with 
touch and movement. Have them carefully explore 
things with their hands and move in relevant ways to 
help them remember things. They can pace, taking 
one step for each letter in a word they’re learning to 
spell, use manipulatives to remember math facts, 
and act out and show with facial expressions the 
definitions of words like content, happy, joyful, 
dissatisfied, angry, and sad.

• When using nature smart, children think with 
patterns. They will benefit from looking carefully 
for similarities and difference among ideas, letters, 
numbers, shapes, pictures, and more in the same 
way that they examine patterns to remember 
whether a bird is a blue bird or a blue jay. They also 
enjoy relating things to nature and, therefore, may 
be more successful studying an explorer rather 
than a politician.

• When using people smart, children think with 
other people. They know things best when talking 
about them with others. They enjoy discussing, 
brainstorming, and reacting to things in groups. 
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“I can do that! I just have to 
remember to use all my smarts.”

“My brother is really word smart so some 
school stuff  is easier for him. I’m very body 
smart. That’s why I can run fast.”

“I know I’m not stupid! I think I’m especially picture 
smart so I need to remember to think with my eyes 
in pictures to help me learn more and remember it 
longer.”

What do I mean?
Just talking out loud with parents about what they’re 
studying will benefit them even if their parents don’t 
know much about the topic.

• When using self smart, children think with 
reflection deeply inside of themselves. These 
children may appear “slow” and may need more 
time than others to answer questions because of 
their deep thinking. Since they like to ponder things, 
they often benefit from several nights of study in 
shorter segments rather than one long night. The 
times in between those segments benefit them. 
They also benefit from comparing things to their 
own lives.

Can you imagine what would happen if children 
used all 8 smarts when working to understand a 
topic? Their comprehension would be more complete, 
their memory longer-lasting, and their applications of 
the ideas more accurate. The same thing would be 
true for us if we would do the same thing!

Teach your children about their 8 great smarts. 
Watch them use them so you can affirm them. They’ll 
be encouraged and so will you. 

But, don’t stop there. Also talk about, teach 
about, and model the use of character qualities like 
effort, perseverance, teachability, patience, and 
responsibility. It doesn’t do children any good to know 
they’re smart and not use their smarts. Add humility 
to the list because if they become prideful, they may 
think they don’t need to study. And, they may also 
alienate their siblings and peers. Agree?

So, now that you’ve read this, what will you do? 
Read my book? Observe your children for signs of 
these smarts? Talk with them about what you see? 
Read the descriptions and ideas to children and get 
their opinions of which ones are strengths? Great 
idea! Start by applying the smarts to an academic 
topic that’s challenging? Sure! How about if you ask 
them which ones they see you use regularly? That 
would be a fun conversation. Do something!

Wouldn’t it be great to hear statements like these?
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My mom was a great cook. I’ll never forget the night my 
friend and I got home late and had missed dinner. That’s 
never good news when you’re starving. Mom opened the 

refrigerator, digging around for something quick to make. All we 
had at the time was leftovers, but this night was proof to never 
underestimate the power of leftovers. Mom took the bowls out of the 
refrigerator and grabbed a few things from the pantry. She added a 
dash of this and a pinch of that. A few minutes later, my friend and 
I had a delicious meal in front of us. If my mom could do that with 
leftover food, think of what God can do with our leftovers!
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In 2 Kings 4:1-7, we read about 
a widow who had lost everything. 
Her husband had been a student 
of Elisha’s. When her husband 
died, the woman had no income. 
She quickly ran out of savings and 
was in financial ruin. In fact, her 
financial situation was so bad that 
bill collectors were on their way to 
take her two sons as slaves. Elisha 
had compassion for the widow and 
wanted to help. He asked what she 
had to sell for income. Her reply was 
so sad; she had nothing at all except 
a small jar of olive oil. Elisha knew 
this little bit of olive oil the widow 
had leftover from her entire life 
was not to be underestimated. The 
widow did not have nothing, she had 
plenty in the hands of the Lord!

Elisha told the widow to go to all 
her neighbors and gather as many 
empty jars as she possibly could, 
specifically saying not to get “just 
a few.” When she came back with 
all the jars, he told her to begin 
pouring the little bit of leftover oil 
into the empty jars. That leftover 
oil kept pouring and pouring until she 
filled every last jar. Then Elisha told 
the widow to sell all the jars of olive 
oil to pay her debts and live off the 
rest. Elisha knew God could provide 
everything the widow needed with 
the very little she had.

The Lord doesn’t need anything 
to make something big. No matter 
how bleak a situation may seem, God 
can make something huge from very 
little. Whether you have one penny 
to your name, the least amount of 
talent, the most mundane abilities, 
the most insignificant life in the 
eyes of the world, God is able to 
take what little you have and use 
it in big ways. Even if you feel like 
you’ve lost hope, the Lord can use 
the last little bit of hope you have 
to transform your perspective and 

show His glory. Take a moment to 
look around and notice that God can 
do so much with very little.

When it looks like you are about 
to lose everything or that you 
have nothing to give, think about 
your focus. Are you looking at how 
little you are, or how big He is? 
Is your focus on what you lack, or 
how God has abundantly provided 
for you? Are you only considering 
the deficit of your abilities or 
your bank account, or are you also 
remembering God is sufficient and 
all you need? When your heart is 
broken, are you dwelling on the pain 
and emptiness or the fullness of 
what God freely gives you? Do you 
remember that our capabilities are 
only because of His willingness to 
provide? God desires that we remain 
focused on what He has done with 
what little you have.

Proverbs 18:21 reminds us from 
where everything comes: “That I 
may cause those who love me to 
inherit substance; and I will fill their 
treasures… For the earth is the 
Lord’s and the fullness thereof…
and the cattle upon a thousand 
hills.” Everything is His, absolutely 
everything. Our lack of anything is 
His, too. He gives us all we need. He 
is our provider.

We’ve all enjoyed some great 
leftovers at some point. I’ve even 
looked forward to them while still 
eating the original meal. God loves 
leftovers more than we do. He loves 
to take what little we have left and 
create miracles, just like He did for 
the widow. In 2 Corinthians 12:10, 
Paul states “That is why, for Christ’s 
sake, I delight in weaknesses, in 
insults, in hardships, in persecutions, 
in difficulties. For when I am weak, 
then I am strong.” The widow was in 
a leftover state; she was weak. That 

is exactly when God took the lack of 
what she had to offer and made her 
victorious! He wants to do the same 
for you!

There is evidence of this in 
Genesis 2. It’s logical to think that 
God would create His best creation 
first, but He doesn’t. We are God’s 
only creation made in His image, but 
He waited until last to create us! 
Think of all the amazing things He 
had already created—the heavens 
and the earth, vegetation, the sun 
and the moon, and animals—and He 
took some leftover dust and made 
Adam. Our whole existence is based 
upon being leftover and deficient. 
Only God can breathe the breath of 
life into us and give us substance. 
In 1 Corinthians 1:27, Paul tells us 
that God chose the foolish things of 
the world to shame the wise and the 
weak things to shame the strong. He 
takes the weakness of our leftover 
state and creates something beyond 
amazing to show His strength.

While my mom could take a few 
leftovers and make a delicious meal, 
God is the master chef and He loves 
leftovers. Give Him your weaknesses, 
what you lack, your emptiness, 
your incapability, your faults and 
your failings, and let Him use these 
leftovers to transform them into 
something amazing for His glory. 

Lane teaches the adult Sunday 
school class in the main sanctuary 
at CFC. His wife, Vickie, is Pastor 
Bates’ sister and she volunteers 
in the worship and arts ministry.  
Together, they’re a dynamite team! 
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