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YOU SHALL NEVER

|

Every human being is created with the desire to succeed. No
one wants to fail. The fear of failure can sometimes be so strong
that life’s smallest challenge can appear to be an impossibility.

God’s Word promises every believer the ability to be transformed
to the image of Christ. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, the
born-again child of God can potentially be the mirror reflection of
Christ. However, a war may rage between what we think and how
we feel. Our natural mind may argue with the inherent eternal
scripture with thoughts of inferiority, unworthiness, and untold
reasons why we cannot be like Jesus. Romans 12:3 clearly addresses
the issue: “For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every
man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he
ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to
every man the measure of faith.” (KJV)

What is “the measure of faith”? Galatians 2:20 teaches us that “I
am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ
liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for
me.” (KJV) If I am crucified, then how and why am I still living?
God sees me identified with Christ because Jesus was made in the
likeness of sinful flesh so that He would condemn the sin that
was in the flesh. All the sins of humanity past, present, and future
were placed upon the body of Christ. He became the sacrificial
substitutionary offering to God for the sins of the world. This great
salvation shouts with victory!

The Kentucky Voice: Winter-Spring 2016

Romans 10:13 declares “For
whosoever shall call upon the name
of the Lord shall be saved.” (KJV)
When we call upon the name of
Jesus, the Holy Spirit plants the
living seed of the Word in the deep
soil of our soul. The seed springs
forth with the everlasting faith of
Jesus—*...the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith
of the Son of God, who loved me....” The measure of faith that
every believer has is Jesus’ faith! This truth conquers all feelings of

| “Is there a guarantee
that we will not fall
flat on our face? The

message to the New
Testament Church is
Yes, you shall not fall.”

rejection, unworthiness, inferiority, and any argument that causes
us to accept defeat.

No one wants to be useless in the Kingdom of God. No one
wants to be a fruitless Christian; and no one wants to be a spiritual
failure. Is there a guarantee that we will not fall flat on our face? The
message to the New Testament Church is Yes, you shall not fall.

I've learned through experience that if you don’t closely
follow a recipe to prepare food, the results can be embarrassing.
Every week when my old Granny Bates was the head baker at
the local elementary school, she baked hundreds of homemade
delicious yeast rolls. As a child, I watched Granny make these
rolls; I watched her style, method, and ingredients. Years after
Granny went home to be with the Lord, I decided to make some
of Granny’s delicious yeast rolls for my three children. I was so
excited and confident! I could see those yeast rolls in my mind! I
could even hear myself bragging to other people, saying “If you
were to throw my rolls up in the air, they're so light they will float
to the ground.” Just like Granny, I used the same style, method,
ingredients, and large glass bowl. I rolled the dough and greased the
pan. Wow, the rolls were beautiful! When I took the rolls out of the
oven, I was shocked and embarrassed! My rolls were heavy, tough,
and dry. When I fed the rolls to my chickens, they even picked
around on them and walked away. I tried to make the rolls over a
dozen times during the next few months. I finally decided that my
yeast rolls would make good ammunition for ancient times—just a
step under the cannonball.

One day at a church dinner, Sister Betty Saylor brought some
yeast rolls. Oh my goodness, they were just like Granny’s! I told
her my struggle, failures, and total loss of hope to ever make these
delicious rolls. She said, “Pastor Tom, anybody can do this.” With a
pen and a small piece of paper, she said, “Here’s the recipe. Follow
it and you can’t go wrong.” I did, and hallelujah, those famous rolls
are on our table at every special event.

II Peter 1:5-10 provides the recipe for victorious faith. The
seven main ingredients are described in verses 5-7: “And beside
this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue
knowledge; and to knowledge temperance; and to temperance
patience; and to patience godliness; and to godliness brotherly
kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.” And just like Sister
Betty said, “anybody can do this.” Just follow God’s instructions
and you shall never be useless or unfruitful. God’s Word promises

that you shall never fall.

We love you
Pastor Tommy Bates



Beginning on February 14, Bridging the Gap will air on the Daystar
Television Network every Sunday at 4 p.m. EST. Daystar recently
became the largest Christian TV network, reaching more than 108
million US homes and more than 700 million homes worldwide. The
ministry decided to invest all our TV efforts into The Church Channel
(TBN), Daystar, and a few local markets. If you have been watching
our program on CTN, TCT, or a regional station that will no longer
carry BTG, we hope you can still catch the program on our revised
schedule. We will also begin archiving BTG on our webcast channel.

AL BROADCASTS
Station/Network Date/Time
Daystar Television Sunday, 4 p.m. EST

See www.daystar.com for national and
international coverage

The Church Channel (TBN) Friday, 9 p.m. EST
(DirectTV 371 & Dish 264 & TBN Digital Outlets)

Station/Network Date/Time
Jasper - WACN-TV 16 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. (ST & Wed., 8:30 a.m. CST

Georgia/South Carolina

Station/Network Date/Time
Atlanta « WATG-TV 57 « (Comcast ch2) Sunday, 10 a.m. EST

Augusta - WBPI-TV 49 Sunday, 8:30 a.m. EST

Station/Network Date/Time
Beattyville - WLIGTV Sunday, 8 a.m. EST

Louisville « WBNA-TV 21 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. EST

HAPPY 60TH BIRTHDAY!
PASTOR TOMMY BATES

MARCH 10, 1956

Dear Friends of the Ministry,

It is with much excitement | announce my husband’s 60th
birthday on March 10! Pastor Tommy has devoted his entire
life to ministry through pastoring, evangelism, missions,
teaching and mentoring. During this time, God has richly
blessed us with three children and their spouses who work
in the ministry as well as seven grandchildren. We would
like to honor Pastor’s many years of service by giving him a
“Bridging the Gap” birthday celebration on Thursday, March
10 at Community Family Church at 7pm in the sanctuary. A
reception will follow in the Ralph Byrley Center.

During this birthday celebration we will have songs, videos,
testimonies and | will be sharing a few funny stories of things
that have happened over the many years of ministry.

Louisiana

Station/Network Date/Time
Northeast (LA)/Southern (AR) « KMCT-TV 39 Tues., 10:30 a.m. CST & Thurs., 5:30 p.m. (ST

Tennessee

Station/Network Date/Time
Dyersburg/Memphis/Tri-Cities « WLFG-TV49  Thursday, 10 p.m. EST

Sevierville/Smokey Mountains - WJZG-TV 22~ Thursday, 10 p.m. EST

Station/Network Date/Time
Abingdon/Grundy « WLFG-TV 49 Thursday, 10 p.m. EST

RADIO

Station/Network Date/Time
Harlan, KY - WFSR 970 AM Sunday, 8:30-9:30 a.m. EST

BRIDGING THE GAP ONLINE

If you can't receive Pastor Bates’ TV program on your TV, log on to the following websites
and watch online:

Network/Website Date/Time
Living Faith « www.livingfaithtv.com Thursday, 10 p.m. EST
TBN - www.itbn.org 24/7 Archived Programs

We are asking you to consider making a donation of
$6, $60, $600 or whatever amount God leads you
to give in honor of this birthday milestone. These
gifts will help further the Kingdom of God through
Pastor’s missionary work, television production,
or other ministry projects. Your donation is tax-
deductible and checks should be made payable
to Tommy Bates Ministries (TBM). Please send to
TBM, PO Box 30, Independence, KY 41051. If you
cannot attend the celebration, please consider
sending a note of how this ministry has blessed
you. We will present these notes and a check

for the donations given during the birthday
celebration.

We are expecting a grand celebration and | can’t
wait to see you there.

Sincerely,
Tara M. Bates
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DON'T MISS THESE
EVENTS AT CFC

February 19-20: United Young Adult
Revival

March 5: Ladies Auction

March 26: Easter Eggstravaganza
Children’s Event

March 27: Easter (9am|11am|1pm|6pm)

March 30: Celebrate Family Night with
Dr. Kathy Koch

March 31-April 2: Impact Youth
Conference

April 21-23: Empowering Women’s
Conference

May 5-6: Man Enough Men’s Conference

May 22-25: Spring Revival and Partners
& Friends Conference

June 4: CFC Volunteer Picnic
June 8-11: Kids Camp
June 20-25: Youth Camp

July 17-21: Youth Choir Tour (Off
campus)

August 3-5: Youth Revival
August 7: Back to School Service
August 12-14: Men’s Retreat
August 20: Ladies Tea

September 11-14: Anniversary Services

Need more information?
859-356-8851 | www.cfcky.com
cfcoffice@cfcky.com

GCOMMUNITY FAMILY CHURCH
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Sow You Know is our way of keeping you informed. If you have questions or want to participate in
these activities, please visit www.cfcky.com or call the church office at 859-356-8851, press 0.

WELCOME CFC’S
CHILDREN'’S PASTOR

Pastor Dan and Ally
Jenkins have been
serving together in
ministry for 12 years.
Danis a graduate
of Morehead State
University and post-
graduate of Lee
University. Heisa
licensed minister of the
Gospel with the Church
of God and also holds
Children’s Ministry
Advanced Certification from the National Children’s
Leaders Association. Pastor Dan has served as President
of the National Children’s Leaders Association and Vice
President of the Tennessee Youth and Children’s Leaders
Association Board. He has many years of experience
in church ministry serving as a worship pastor as well
as youth and children’s pastor. He has conducted
Children’s Ministry Crusades all over the country
and has been featured several times as a conference
speaker. Ally has a degree in Political Science and several
years experience in Public Administration and Higher
Education. They have a son, Levi, who was born in
June of 2012. Pastor Dan was born in Greenup County,
Kentucky, the son of a Church of God minister. He
met Ally, a native of Cincinnati, Ohio, at Lee University.
She later transferred to Eastern Kentucky University
and they were married in June of 2006. The Jenkins
family is so happy to be returning to the great state of
Kentucky and are looking forward to partnering with the
families of Community Family Church and neighboring
communities with a vision to train up a child (Proverbs
22:6), follow the commands found in Deuteronomy 6,
and help children grow in wisdom, statue and favor with
both God and Man (Luke 2:52).
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COMMUNITY
CHRISTIAN
ACADEMY

Community Christian

Academy worked with our

Helping Hands Ministry to

put together 50 quilts for

the Appalachian Children's Home. The school students
grades 4 and up drew and colored 1,000 pieces that were
put together by Helping Hands to make the 50 quilts!

THE JOURNEY
(MEMBERSHIP EXPERIENCE)

We're proud to

introduce you

to The Journey—

aninteractive

experience that will

engage your gifts

and talents to make

a difference in the

kingdom of God right

here at Community

Family Church. We

encourage everyone to travel The Journey—whether
you just started at Community or if you've been a
family member for many years. Discover how The
Journey will transform you into an active family
member so that you, too, can be empowered by
God to serve in our church and our community.

WELCOME NEW VOLUNTEERS!

We would like to extend a loving welcome to all our
new volunteers. From the greeter ministry to the
video production team, together we are impacting
our community, the nation, and the world with the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. We love and appreciate you!



INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

\amd
@ CGSOMMUNITYIFAMILYICHURCH

What are interns saying about the program?

BETH At a young age, | made the decision to live my life for Christ; and when | was 13, | was

_ called to serve Him but not in the definite way that my peers were. | wasn’t called to
preach, sing, or join the mission field. | was simply called to be a servant, and | still don’t know what
this definite “call” on my life is. | joined this internship hoping to discover God’s plan for my life and
my calling, but it still hasn’t been revealed to me. Instead, I've learned to serve where He places me
and not to worry about the future—just to serve Him in the way that He desires right now because |
know that my future is in His hands. Giving up the reigns and totally submitting to God has been one
of the greatest challenges of my life, but it has been the best decision I've ever made.

THOMAS What I've learned in the internship is that ministry isn’t always glamorous, and often
times it is difficult, exhausting, and sometimes you won't like it. But it’s not about

you, it's about the people; it's about getting people to Jesus and bringing God glory. One of the most
valuable things I've learned is that ministry isn't something we have to do; it's something we get to
do. God gives us the grace and strength to do it, and we should be thankful for that. Also, throughout
the internship so far, | feel like God has dealt with me on a personal level. He has corrected me and
pulled out things that needed to be pulled out in my life. | feel like God has showed that it’'s more
important to have a relationship with Him more than anything else, and He has showed me how

important it is to just be real.
NOELLE The internship at CFC has truly changed my life. It's definitely been an experience
as well as an expansion. | learned quickly that ministry is 24/7. From growing a
shuttle ministry on a college campus to serving in Kids ministry, I've discovered there that there is
never a job too small or too big.

If you are interested in being a part of this life-changing internship, contact
Andrew Butler, CFC'’s internship director @ Andrew.butler@cfcky.com or

call 859-363-2368. Registration for our fall internship program (beginning
September 2016) opens May 2016.
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OUR WORDS

by Dr. Kathy Koch

The words we say and the words we don’t say change lives.
Do you agree?

Who has spoken to you in this life-changing way? What did they say?
Perhaps you stood across from the love of your life and heard, “I do.” Or,
maybe you’ve heard, “We’re moving again,” “It’s a boy!” or “You’ll never
amount to anything!” Words have power. God can use them to change the
direction of a life.

What about words that were not spoken? Perhaps you haven’t heard
something positive that you’d still like to hear. An apology? An “I love you,”
“I'm here for you,” or “You’re special to me.”

Or, maybe like me, you realize negative words could have been spoken and
you’re grateful they weren’t.
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When | was about six years old, |
told my mom | didn’t want to be tall
or clumsy anymore. | was a very tall
little girl crying out to my mom for
help. | remain grateful that she heard
my heart’s cry. As a result, she didn’t
say what | fear too many parents
might have.

My mom'’s response could have
been, “Get over it! You're going to
be tall.” Or, she could have tried to
convince me that it’s great being
tall. But she didn’t. Both responses
would have been disrespectful.
Instead, she responded with
empathy to my frustrations. And,
later that night, she problem solved
with my dad.

Within the week, they enrolled
me in tap dance class. | thrived!
Not only did | learn grace and to be
comfortable with my body image
but also that | was the only one who
could be the center of the back row.
It was reserved for the tallest girl —
and that was me. | decided it was a
position of high honor!

I’m convinced the words my
mom did not say changed my life.
A flippant response would have
suggested to me that | shouldn’t be
concerned about my height or my
clumsiness or maybe anything else.
Therefore, | don’t think | would have
confided in her again. | would have
remained uncomfortable with my
body image. As a result, | doubt I'd
want to stand before thousands of
people as a public speaker.

Can | really connect my mom'’s
long-ago, empathetic, quiet
response to the speaking ministry

God has given me today? Absolutely.

What about my parents’ problem-
solving approach? Absolutely.

By the way, it is great being tall.
When | taught second graders, |
could hang things from the ceiling
without using a ladder. When | fly
overseas, | can easily get my carry-
on luggage into the overhead bins.

Also, when speaking at conferences,
my height makes it easier for
everyone to see me. | often tell
children that I’'m glad | lived long
enough to find out why God made
me the way He did. | challenge them
to stay alive to discover their hidden
strengths and to ask God to show
them why they are the way they are.

When | was six and uncomfortable
with my height, I’'m glad my mom
didn’t try reasoning with me. | didn’t
want her thoughts; | wanted her
feelings. I initially didn’t want to hear
her opinion that it was okay being
tall. | just wanted her to know mine. |
was living in the moment and at that
moment | was miserable. | doubt she
could have convinced me that there
were advantages to being tall.

| truly wish more moms and dads
would hear their children’s hearts
and not just their words. When we
respond first to their heart’s cries,
they’ll receive instruction we offer
later. And, when we respond to their
hearts, they’ll typically talk more.
These additional details can provide
us with valuable information to use
when problem solving.

Words not spoken change lives.
We can just listen, perhaps while
holding our children. Being quiet,
which can encourage them to keep
talking, is an appropriate response
when our silence is accompanied
by encouraging body language.
Just stand in your child’s bedroom
doorway after saying good-night.
With this distance and in the dark,
many kids will now talk about
important feelings, ideas, and
happenings. Going for a walk, doing
chores together, and just hanging
out all “speak” volumes. Putting our
phones down and being available
can keep the dialogue going.

We can also look at my illustration
this way: | felt safe being honest
with my mom. If | couldn’t have
told her that | didn’t want to be tall
and clumsy anymore, my parents

wouldn’t have been able to help

me. They wouldn’t have known

to. If my lack of self-acceptance

had continued, perhaps my entire
childhood would have been
negatively affected. Could that
have influenced my adult years?

Absolutely. So, the words | spoke

changed my life, too.

Are your children free to come

to you with their heartaches and

questions? Can they honestly speak
life-changing words? If they can,
praise God! If they can’t, what needs

to change?

How do you typically respond

when children come to you? Do
you affirm them when you can? Do
you feel their feelings? Do you offer
compassion and empathy? Do you
ask clarifying questions without
coming across like an interrogator?

Do you send them away because
it’s an inconvenient time”? Do you
listen for what they’re really saying?
Do you encourage or discourage?
Do you build up or tear down?

Do you problem solve or jump to

conclusions?

The words we say and the words

we don’t say change lives.

Kathy Koch, Ph.D., is the founder
and president of Celebrate Kids,
Inc., of Fort Worth, TX. She has
influenced thousands of teachers,
parents, and children in 30 countries
at conventions and schools and

church-based trainings. Her website

is www.CelebrateKids.com and her
blog is www.DrKathyKoch.com.

SEE DR. KATHY AT CFC
MARCH 30!

See page 5 for details.
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choes of history past invade the hallowed halls of the

Supreme Court in the land of the free. The spirit of

Lot stands at the gate of the great pearl weeping for

the bride living in the age of tolerance. Ecclesiastes 1:9
heralds the warning of repetition. The Word is far removed from
the appointed and elected representatives of the people in a
nation founded on godly principles. The spirits of the founding
fathers resting in the bosom of Abraham are saddened by the
trampling of the greatest document (that is, the Constitution)
ever written by mankind. Righteous saints sprint to houses of
refuge for end time guidance. Men of God fear the retribution
of a government out of control. Sodomy shines as it seeks not
acceptance but approval for sin. The media promotes evil as
good and good as evil. Damnation awaits the lovers of pleasure
who relish in the sin which became an abomination before God.
Christians gaze toward the heavenly because their spiritual ears
can hear their Savior coming. They dare not to look back at their
adulterous nation and be consumed by the eternal fires called
Hell. These must press toward the voice of the Good Shepherd.
Surely, manna will fall for the faithful from heaven. A cloud of
glory will cover them by day and fire of the Spirit will warm
them during the night hours.

The Puppet Master (or Satan) pulls the strings of the damned
as the screech of evil invades the Church Age. Satan revives the
spirits of empires past. The silent laughter of wickedness sends
chills up the backs of the faithful who sense the presence of
evil. The Assyrian appears on the scene. He desires the treasure
of the chosen. The symbolic Nile River is filled with the blood
of aborted fetuses, and the waters are scarlet red. Your future
seed lies in bondage to sin, as the spirit of Babylon runs amuck.
The phantom of Persia desires your annihilation, while the
language of God’s children is reduced to rhetoric. Yes, like the
Rome of yesterday, the world desires to crucify you. Chaos is
everywhere, and helter-skelter rules the masses as the foolish
proclaim evil is good.

The Shadow Man (or the Antichrist) is not quite ready
to reveal himself to the world yet. He sits in his darkened
lair and laughs at the unraveling of America. The Harbinger
of Judgment walks the shores of the land near the sea. He
carries the peril of today and tomorrow in his right hand.
The spiritual blood of the slaughtered unborn fills the river
of the Great Divide (the Mississippi River). Body parts of
the aborted are sold for mammon’s gain. Sacred marriage
laws are trampled upon by the highest court in the land. The
ground quakes with the fear of coming disasters. A gestapo
government listens to the sermons of God’s messengers
seeking a got-you-moment. Perversion and filth are pumped
into the minds of your children in institutions of higher
learning. Weak-minded politicians bury their heads in the
sand as a wildfire of corruption spreads like a cancer for which
there is no cure. Should the United States of America change
its name to the United States of Sodom? A famous radio
personality (Earl Pitts) in the mountains of eastern Kentucky
coined the phrase “Wake Up America.” I herald the same with
this exposé.

America is drunk on sin and living under the influence
(or LUI) thereof. There is only one way to cure America’s ills,
and that is Jesus. II Chronicles 7:14 says, “If My people, which
are called by My name, shall humble themselves, and pray,
and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will
I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal
their land.” We live in perilous times. All faithful Christians
must put on the helmet of salvation to protect their minds. All
must adorn themselves with a breastplate of righteousness to
shield their hearts. Everyone must also carry the shield of faith
to deflect the darts of evil. Every saint of God must shod their
feet with the Good News of the Gospel and carry it to a lost
and dying world. All must wear the belt of truth with great
adoration. Last, but not least, all must carry their sword (the
Word) with them at all times, because this is war!

Dan Harris is an award-winning teacher, administrator, and author who has worked diligently in both public education and

Christian education. He has successfully served in sundry executive positions within the private business world. He is an avid
student of God’s Word and servant of Jesus Christ.
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Julie House is a writer, speaker,
wife, and mother of three. She lives
in Independence, Kentucky, is the
Founder of Equipped Ministries, and
blogs (occasionally) at
www.equipped4him.blogspot.com

tVEN JEalls WEPT

by Julie House

‘O’ Lord, | pray, please let Your ear be attentive to the prayer of Your servant, and to the prayer of Your servants
who desire to fear Your name; and let Your servant prosper this day, | pray, and grant him mercy in the sight of
this man.” (Nehemiah 1:11)

P Although the New Year often brings
about feelings of a fresh start and

a new energy, we will undoubtedly
face many challenges as well. Our
challenges may relate to becoming
fit and healthy this year, our finances,
future plans, and issues in the
workplace, church, neighborhood,
our families, or among friends. The
list is virtually endless. Challenges
can cause us to react in many things,
including acting in haste, running
away, becoming discouraged,
remaining on edge, or “clamming up”
and freezing.

| love reading about how many
of the wonderful men and women
of the Bible faced their challenges.
Nehemiah is an especially vivid picture
of someone facing challenges in the
most productive way. When Nehemiah
learned that his homeland was in
ruins, | found it refreshing to see what
he chose to do in the face of pain and
sadness.

Nehemiah was King Artaxerxes’s
cupbearer, a prominent position
requiring great loyalty and trust as
he served as the king’s bodyguard,
advisor, and food taster. Nehemiah
must have been a man who was
revered and well respected. Although
he held such an honorable position,
he was still a Jew and his heart would
always be in Jerusalem.

As the Jews returned from
Babylonian captivity, Nehemiah began
to inquire about his homeland of
Jerusalem. Learning that “the wall of
Jerusalem was broken down, and its
gates were burned with fire,” Nehemiah
found himself in great distress.
Nehemiah 1:4 says “So it was, when |
heard these words, that | sat down and
wept, and mourned for many days; |
was fasting and praying before the God
of heaven.”

What Nehemiah didn’t do is as
important a lesson for us as what he
actually did. You see, Nehemiah did not
act hastily and run out in an outrage,
yelling at everyone for letting the city
fall into ruins. He did not run away from
the situation to avoid facing it. He didn't
allow fear and anxiety to cause him to
become discouraged to the point that
he did nothing. And quite possibly the
most important thing Nehemiah did
not do was to simply “check out” and
pretend nothing was wrong. In today’s
society, people sometimes “check
out” with the use of prescription drugs,
alcohol, and even illegal substances.

Make no mistake, Nehemiah was
greatly distressed by his situation.
In spite of the challenges, he chose
to take his hurt, pain, and the
overwhelming circumstance to the only
One who could really have an impact:
God.

What's also interesting about
Nehemiah'’s response to his situation
is what he did first. The Bible says
Nehemiah “sat down and wept.” In
today’s society, many of us try not to
weep when problems arise. We feel
the need to “remain strong” for our
spouses, children, and others who may
perceive our tears as discouragement,
weakness, or “breaking down.”

In my recent journey to more fully
experience the presence of God, | often
find myself weeping uncontrollably in a
church service. And even my precious
daughter is aware of the negative
connotations associated with crying
and is often the first to ask, “Are you
sad, Mommy? Don't cry.” Tears (like
rain) can be profoundly cleansing,

a detox of the mind, and incredibly
healing. A good cry can provide great
clarity and direction. You may not

feel the need to let out a good walil in
public the next time you're faced with a
situation that seems too big to handle;
but in the coming year, | challenge you
not to hold back when the tears are
persisting. Instead, | encourage you to
realize that the Holy Spirit may be doing
awork in you to wash away the old in
order to make way for the new.

If one of your resolutions for the new
year is to grow closer to Christ and
become a stronger man or woman of
God, remember John 11:35 says even
Jesus wept.”
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Can we even begin to imagine how horrible it must have been to live during Noah's day? Out of the
whole world's population, only Noah's family believed and trusted God, and then went through the

door of the Ark to be saved. Imagine living at a time described this way:

“Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” (Genesis 6:5)

Can you also imagine what it must have been like for Noah's family living in the sin-filled world before
the Flood and building a great wooden ship at God's direction? No wonder Noah is listed in the

Hebrews 11 *hall of faith™

"By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared
an ark for the saving of his household ... ." (Hebrews 11:7)

In light of last year's Supreme Court decision on marriage and all else that we sadly see happening
around us—as generations drift from God's Word and change the culture—I think we are now getting
a little taste of Noah's day. Verses such as 2 Timothy 3:1-4 certainly describe our day:

‘But know this, that in the last days, perilous times will come: For men will be lovers of themselves,
lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving,
unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty,

lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God .. "

How people must have scoffed at Noah. And in our world today, Bible-proclaiming ministries are
increasingly experiencing the scoffing of those who mock us as we stand on God's Word starting in
Genesis, proclaim the saving gospel, and teach doctrines such as marriage being one man for one

woman.
So, what do we need to do in response to the increasing unrighteousness?

For one, AiG is finishing a life-size Ark (to open in Williamstown, Kentucky in July 2016)
as a sign to the world that God's Word is true—and that the message of salvation is
true. Overall, Christians need to do more to contend for the faith (Jude 3), answer the
skeptics who attack God's Word, preach the gospel, make disciples, and do our best
to win hearts and minds for the Lord. And pray that God will bless these efforts.



God has blessed Community with a campus of 113 acres of prime real-estate just minutes away from downtown Cincinnati,
the Creation Museum, and the Greater Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky airport. Independence is one of the fastest growing
cities in the state of Kentucky, and CFC needs to be equipped to reap a mighty harvest for the glory of God. CFC’s next
building project is the new Children’s Center or Phase 1 of our future building plans. This state-of-the-art, multi-story
structure will feature multiple spacious classrooms, a large children’s auditorium, check-in and tracking systems, and much
more. As a partner or member of Community, think about how these facilities will change your life and the lives of your
children, your grandchildren, and generations to come.

Will you join us in prayer about your part in helping make this vision come to pass? Pastor Bates has established The
Nehemiah Wall project which will help facilitate the construction of the new Children’s Center and sanctuary. Community
will build a wall identifying the names of everyone who participated in The Nehemiah Wall project. Here’s how it works:

Number of Family Names | Amount of Seed Offering from Each Family Total
1 Family Name $5,000 $5,000
2 Family Names $2,500 $5,000
5 Family Names $1,000 $5,000
10 Family Names $500 $5,000
25 Family Names $200 $5,000
50 Family Names $100 $5,000

To make a donation to The Nehemiah Wall project, mail your contribution (marked NW or Wall) to Community
Family Church/CFC, 11875 Taylor Mill Road, Independence, KY 41051. To make a credit card donation, you can visit
www.tommybates.com or call the church office at 859-356-8851. Your donation of any size will make a difference in the

Kingdom of God.
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REFLECTION OF GOD
IN PARENTING

by Jennifer McCoy

TH.

-

My first child was born six years ago, and my second almost four years ago. Time is
flying by quickly as I try to grasp the precious moments and store them in my memory;
sweet hugs, cute little cheeks, adorable lisps, new questions. I had no idea the kind of
love God would plant in my heart for the amazing little humans. He has trusted my
husband and me to train them up in the way they should go. I am in no way a perfect
mother; and many days I struggle to believe I’'m even a good mother, but I take comfort
in knowing my children are learning truth and discernment.

One thing I’ve noticed about parenting is the reflection of our relationship with God.
Every day I say something and automatically think, “God is saying this to me.” Even
if you do not have children, you can probably recall some things your parents said to
you that God is also saying. Maybe some of these sound familiar:



I HAVE TOLD YOU A MILLION
TIMES TO...
God is not relenting. His truth does not change, His
commands are eternal, and His standards are perfect.
While He is gentle and patient, He will tell us what
He wants from us over and over until we learn.

YOU NEED TO DO WHAT I SAY...
We know that when we tell our children to do or
not do something, it is in their best interest. We also
know that if they do not obey us, they could be hurt
or get into trouble. God is always protecting us,
guiding us on the path He has for us (Psalm 121:7
is a good reminder), but we must heed His voice.
His Word demonstrates situations of obedience and
disobedience and the outcomes.

BE QUIET/BE STILL/

CALM DOWN...
Kids are loud without even knowing it. They are
usually just having fun and enjoying the moment,
but sometimes it’s when they need to start resting
or when it is inappropriate to be loud or excited.
We do this too. Sometimes we run through the days
without even stopping to enjoy time with the Lord
or to take proper care of ourselves. This lifestyle
will catch up with us eventually. We will lose
closeness with God, we can become very ill, and
we could also damage relationships. God tells us to
be still, Jesus told us repeatedly not to worry or be
anxious. He offers us rest.

SMILE AND BE NICE...
We always want our children to use manners,
but beyond that, I am trying to teach my children
humility and kindness. God is teaching us these
things as well. Our human nature surely doesn’t
want to do these things all the time! When someone
is rude to you or when you aren’t feeling well, it
may be difficult to be kind to people. However,
we are called to be kind. It is a command from our
Father, and we have to trust him to change our hearts
toward people. Just as we try to teach our children to
treat people with respect and kindness, we also must
do this, even if the kindness is not returned.

Jennifer McCoy lives in
Independence with her
husband, two children and
dog. She loves to write and

create to give glory to the Lord.

I WARNED YOU...
My son has recently been testing my advice often;
and when the outcome is unfavorable, I remind
him that I had warned him of what would happen.
God has forewarned us in pretty much everything
we do. We tend to make things more complex than
they are but God’s commands are black and white,
and our options are clear. Follow Him and live life
abundantly, or do our own thing and make a mess.
The choice is simple, really.

I LOVE YOU MORE THAN YOU

CAN IMAGINE...
The other day I overheard my son say, “I am just
trying to make mommy love me more.” I had to
stop what I was doing and explain to him that
there is nothing he could do to make me love him
more. I also equated this with God’s love for him
and used it as a teaching moment. I told him that
while sometimes | may get upset with him if he is
not obeying me, I will never love him less or more
because I already love him more than he can ever
imagine. This is God’s love for us, and His love
for us is the only truly unconditional love there
is. He loves us when we are wicked, when we are
disobedient, when we are walking with him, when
we are praying...He loves us always.

SAY THANK YOU...
I want to instill gratefulness in my children, of
course. Although, how many times do I go through
my day being ungrateful for all the blessings of
the Lord? Sometimes I focus on me, what I want,
or what I “deserve” when I should be constantly
thanking God for what He does for me!

I really think God has given us the amazing gift
of children to teach us who He is. The things we
want for our children, the ways we want to bless
them, the ways we are displeased with them at
times, and definitely the love we have for them is
the only earthly experience that begins to come
close to our relationship with God. He is our Father,
our protector, our provider, our comforter. We need
to look at the beautiful innocence of our children’s’
hearts and take note. We are God’s little children,
and He is holding our hands and guiding us through
this world. Trust Him like your little ones have
trusted you.
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THE NEED FOR A

MIGHTY
MENTOR

by Jim Raley

ne of the greatest needs as it relates to the emerging

generation of Spirit-filled leaders is mentors.

Everyone needs a mentor. A mentor is defined as an
experienced and trusted adviser. One of the most important
people you should aggressively pursue is a mentor.

I am 51 years old (still wondering how that happened) and
have been in the ministry for more than 31 years. Even at my
age, I realize that I need a mentor now more than ever. The
more I learn, the more I am aware of what I don’t know. When
you're convinced you know it all, you are in serious trouble. You
will have progressed as far as you ever will in life and ministry
because the next level in ministry requires the next level in
knowledge. This is why I personally have sought out a mentor
for my life. Never forget, when you're finished learning, you're
through-—literally.

Over the years I have had many influencers, but very few
mentors. Without a doubt, influencers are important. Influence
is profound; it has its origin in the French language. When you
break this word down it becomes powerful: in and fluence.

A simplistic definition would be in flow. The last part of the
word fluence is akin to our English word fluid. Who and what
you allow to flow into your life is very important. I have been
blessed to spend time with some of the most influential leaders
in the Christian world today. I have been greatly influenced by
them and am thankful for their input into my ministry—they
have helped me become a more effective church leader and
more relevant to the needs of an ever-changing world. For this,
I am eternally grateful.

A mentor is altogether different from an influencer. Be very
careful that you choose a mentor who lines up with where you
are theologically and fundamentally. We are Holy Ghost-filled,
and we must seek out mentors who are Holy Ghost-filled with
Holy Ghost-filled ministries. It’s critical to be relevant, but to
be relevant without being revolutionary is a waste of time. It
is a powerful thing to be creative. I desire creativity in my own
life and ministry, but creativity is no substitute for a fresh
touch of God. Creativity without anointing maybe impressive
for a season, but it is powerless. We become a juggernaut of
effectiveness when we learn to merge creativity and anointing.
Open your life to being influenced by creative, Spirit-filled
people; you will be so much more effective because of it. But
realize it's still a fresh touch of God that makes the greatest
difference.
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Prayerfully pursue a mentor. Your mentor doesn't have to love
your music, he doesn’t have to love your singing, and he doesn’t
even have to love your preaching. Your mentor just has to love
you. When you find a mentor who loves you and from whom you
can receive direction and correction, you are blessed.

I have many influencers in my world and I have been greatly
affected by them. I receive in flow from many awesome guys
who are not exactly where I am in every way, but my mentor
is. My mentor is Pastor Tommy Barnett. At 77 years old, he is
still incredibly relevant and is being greatly used by God. If he is
talking, I am listening. I love him most because he has no concept
of who he is. His only conception of himself revolves around
Jesus. If you spend time with him, you know he’s Tommy Barnett,
the Pastor of the largest churches in America and the founder
of the Dream Center in Los Angeles, California. Everyone knows
he is one of the most incredible ministers of our time—everyone
but Tommy Barnett. From his perspective, he is still just a pastor
trying to do all he can to win the world for Jesus. At 77, he is still
changing his ministry to make a greater impact for the cause of
Christ. That's a great mentor; you would be greatly blessed to find
a mentor to speak into your life and ministry.

Surround yourself with influencers, seek out a mentor, and
ask the Lord to help you to become both to someone else!

Jim Raley pastors Calvary Christian
Center in Ormond Beach, Florida.




DISCERNING THE

Seadond ¢

became extremely grieved. | suddenly felt an overwhelming burden

Recently | was surfing the channels on the television and my heart

for this generation. | was raised as a Pentecostal although my
parents were backsliders most of my early years, but | remember being
birthed with a desire to live for God. | had an understanding that | should
pray and ask God to help me be that example that others would see
and have no question about my commitment to Christ. It was inbred in
me; the importance of living a holy life and being a Christian meant that
| was supposed to be different. Even today | don't want to be outdated,
but | believe the true definition of contemporary is up-to-date without
compromise. The Christian young people today certainly have a difficult
challenge to live holy among so many other “Christians” who have a
mentality about living holy. That is not the same definition as to what | was

raised to understand.

| realized that mass numbers of

this generation have not truly been
exposed to the real power of God.
My mind drifted back to the scripture
Judges 2:8-13. We could easily call
this generation the “Judges 2:10
Generation.” How can we expect
them to live holy and have a real
dynamic encounter with God when
there has been no example of God's
power in demonstration? This was the
problem with the generation found
in Judges. It is evident in scripture
that true faith in God cannot just be
transmitted to the next generation,
but they must be exposed to the
intricate working of the Holy Spirit
for themselves. It has been said,
“What one generation practices in
moderation, the next one will practice
in excess.”

| believe it is the church’s
responsibility to earnestly pray and
seek God for a revival—a revival that
sweeps across every generation and
like a tornado changes everything in
its path. | believe there are seasons of
God's visitation, and | always want to
be sensitive to what God is preparing
to do. There is a dimension of God
that we still have not experienced.
This generation that followed Joshua
still had the hierarchy intact. They

still had priests and leaders, but

they knew nothing of the power of
God. They had been reduced to
being unskillful resulting from a lack
of training and impotence; each of

them had been reduced to doing
“that which was right in his own eyes.”

The key to transition to possibility,

to reality, is for people to desire
beyond what they know or have
seen in the natural! Itis God's intent
in this very hour for those who can
discern the times and seasons to
move with Him and experience a
touch that far exceeds our human
understanding. | believe we have
the power to intercede for this
generation and the entire church, to
awaken and arouse them to desire
an encounter with God that will keep
them wanting more. There will always
be a time with the closing of one

era of God's movement followed by
the beginning of the next one. The
difficulty in discernment comes in
the period of transition. Transition
periods are times of confusion

and wondering what is God up to!
Transition is a sudden awareness; it's
a painful time, but transition prepares
us for something and it signals that
something is about to happen and
I'm about to shout!

The Judges 2:10 generation did not
have a fresh experience with God,
and they grew up confused and
lethargic. During transition,

people become unfocused

and are not totally cognizant

of everything around them.

Their perspectives change

and many times they lose their

by Dr. Sheila Isom

Q/&l&%@d@is not a

religion or a denomination,
but it is a way of life.

hope of revival. The church slumbers
into a survival mode. Survival will
always be the thief of a real move

of God. As long as we are surviving
we will lose our perspective in being
revived and experiencing that life-
changing presence. Church, it's time
to shake ourselves and awaken to
the season of God. Luke 19:44 says,
“....you did not recognize the time
of your visitation from God.” Is it
possible to be right in the middle of a
mighty outpouring and miss it?

We must learn from our past spiritual
leaders and be inspired by their faith,
but not duplicate their mistakes.

God is calling us to be holy as He

is Holy. There is a difference about
our walk, our talk, our character and
integrity when we are truly a follower
of Christ. The church has to become
a reservoir for God's power. There
must be a consistent release of living
water in our services. We must allow
God the freedom to demonstrate his
power in our midst even if the Pastor
doesn't get to preach! God has to be
in control if we ever intend to see a
transformation in this generation. And
yes, | do believe that with the passing
of one generation to another, living
holy must be our endeavor. Holiness
is not a religion or a denomination,
but itis a way of life. Seasons will
come and go, but the change that
God does in us in that season will
never pass away nor be forgotten.

Dr. Shelia Ewing Isom travels
full-time as a Revivalist. For

more information about her
ministry, visit www.drsisom.org
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Jin

by Charles and Barbara Neal

In 2010, several dozen men from
the Wampis tribe blockaded a
tributary of the Morona River in the
Amagzon River Basin of Northern
Peru to stop exploratory oil drilling
by a European company, which had
disregarded the consultation process
with indigenous people as provided
for by the Peruvian government.

Without guns or any other modern
weaponry to stop the vessel serving
the oil company from moving up river
into their tribal territory, the Wampis
cut giant logs from the jungle and
positioned them across the river from
bank fo bank.

Standing in their dugout canoes
behind the log jam, they used their
own bodies armed with wooden
spears to blockade the river. With
unrelenting determination, the
Wampis men held the line and the
oil company boat backed away.
The log jam blockade successfully

Crossed
spears are a
warning to stay
out of fribal
territory.

prevented the oil

company vessel from

navigating the river, gaining access
into their land.

The Wampis people are a strong
tribe whose ancestors were skilled
warriors, experts at using
blowguns with poison
darts and spears.
Anthropologists list the
Wampis as one of the
tribes that practiced
head-shrinking well
into the twentieth
century. They were one
of the few tribes, who
successfully resisted capture by
the Incas in the pre-Spanish period
and thwarted settlement by Spanish
explorers in the sixteenth century.
Largely, the Wampis people have
chosen to live in voluntary isolation,
resisting modernization and
preserving their fribal language and
customs.
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Wampis Second
Chief (red shirt), First
Chief (white shirt), and
man who invited us
(center in shirt with

green banding)

So we were surprised when Pastor
Justo told us that a large number
of people from the Wampis
tribe were inferested in
hearing the Gospel. They
would be invited fo
attend the conference
we were planning
for the first week of
April (2015) in Puerto
Algeria, a town located
in Wampis territory. Plans
with Pastor Justo and the
Wampis leaders were
finalized over several
weeks.

After overcoming

numerous challenges
and traveling for 48 hours,
our team arrived on schedule in
San Lorenzo, Peru (headquarters
for the central church in the Loreto
Region and home fo Pastor Justo
and his family) from the United
States. We loaded the motor boat
with Bibles, cases of boftled water,
300 pounds of rice, 150 liters of gas
for the boat and generator and last,
but not least, a couple coups of live
chickens. If everything went well,
we would reach our destination at
Puerto Algeria by late afternoon.

We arrived fo find a vigorous
dispute waging befween
the Wampis and the
Shapra (another
tribe who heard we
were coming and
wanted to hear the
Gospel) as to sleeping
arrangements for
each fribe on the
church property.
Pastor Justo was able
to negotiate the situation to a tense
but workable solution.

Jungle
Path

The three-day conference was
well-attended and exceeded our
expectations with salvations, a water
baptism service in the river, and
invitations from several tribal leaders



Our team would be the first
white people allowed to
enter the village.

to minister the Gospel
in their villages to be
scheduled for another
trip.

The fast-paced
two-hour hike through
the jungle was

grueling. We slipped
and fripped, got stuck in
mud up to our calves, and
fell down, all the while trying to
stay on the path and stay together.
Curious noises reverberated
through the jungle, but there was
no time to investigate the
creatures that were
lurking in the shadows
as we passed by.

One of the tribal
leaders from
Mayuriaga implored
us fo stay over an
exfra day fo minister
in his village. He
assured us that it was
just a short boat trip up
one of the smaller fributaries, and
arrangements were made to
leave the next morning.

Man who
invited us to
Mayuriaga

After traveling for a
couple of hours, the
water level was so low
that our boat could
not tfravel any further
in the shallow water.
We pulled ashore
and all our supplies
and equipment
were loaded onto
a peki peki boat that
would meet us at Mayuriaga, but
the team would have to hike
through the jungle to
reach the village. Two
young Wampis women
going fo Mayuriaga
would be our guides.
Each woman carried
a large basket of
bananas strapped
to her head, which
we estimated fo
weigh about seventy
pounds. One woman
also had a baby tied to
her side with a cloth sling.

By the grace of
God, we all arrived
in Mayuriaga, none
too worse for the
challenging journey;
and the boat fransporting
our supplies and equipment had
arrived ahead of us. As we entered
the village, distrustful eyes fastened
on us and young children
screamed and ran away.

Team
entering
Mayuriaga

We learned that
children believe that
white people will
‘steal their faces’
so that explained

their terror at seeing
us. Before we would
be allowed to share the
Gospel, we had to explain why
we had come and answer their
questions. | was confident that
the Holy Spirit would confirm our
intentions to their hearts
and so He did. Over half
the village, including
the number one and
two chiefs, crowded
into the building,
which had one light

Mayuriaga

We were warned to
stay on the path and
stay together. Some
tribesmen suspected
we might be spies
for the oil company.

Anyone who wandered bulb powered by a
off might be speared lesdlie gas generator. After
or just disappear. Vyr?é?ﬂhs presenting the Gospel,

salvation
prayer.

several people gave their hearts to
Christ. They invited us to return to
teach them more about God and His
Son.

The next morning three peki peki
boats were available to fransport
us back to Puerto Algeria (no hike
through the jungle), and then our
speed boat would carry us down
river to San Lorenzo, where the team
would arrive in time to help my wife
finish the women's conference.

One of the peki peki boats got
stuck on a log in the shallow river,
so they had to climb out of the boat
and info the water to dislodge it. We
learned that men from Mayuriaga
were the very ones who had
blockaded the river to prevent the oil
company from bringing equipment
into their territory in 2010. It was one
of those blockade logs that had
snagged our boat.

It had been an incredible
adventure. We had witnessed
the Holy Spirit do something that
the Inca warriors, the Spanish
conquistadors, and the giant oil
company had not been able to do.
A small mission team full of Holy
Ghost boldness walked through the
jungle to tell them about the God
who loved them and sent His Son
so they could have eternal life, and
the Wampis people who lived in
Mayuriaga opened their hearts and
were captured by God's love!

Charles and Barbara are
missionary teachers and
members of CFC. Barbara
is a teacher to the nations by
the grace of God.
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Where is everyone going, and what can
they possibly be doing all of the time?

I love to people watch. If I'm
at a mall, an amusement park,
work, or church, I love to watch
people. It really is amazing
what people do. Like ants, they
scurry about in all directions
and sometimes back again,
going somewhere but never
seemingly getting anywhere.

In my 63 years on this earth,
I have come to the conclusion
that many people are restless.
They are restless spirits. They
are never content—always in
motion but never satisfied.

Some people may be
searching for an answer or a
direction for their life. If they
aren't physically moving, they
are using their cell phones
“talking” with someone. Others
use social media to connect
with their "friends” and share
their own lives. While God
created us as social beings
needing contact with others,
many people are unable to find
peace of mind or spirit. They are
searching for that something or
someone as they just scan the
horizon and move from one
thing to another. Restless.

Many people fill nearly every
hour of their lives with activities.
Parents fill their children's lives
with numerous after-school
and weekend events, moving
from one activity to the next and
having no time for other things
that might become important.
Constant “‘motion.” Restless.

Families don't take the time
to have dinner together and to
talk face-to-face about the day's
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They are restless
spirits. They are
never content—
always in motion
but never
satisfied.

Satan is restless
and he wants all
mankind to be
restless, unsettled
with no peace.



events anymore. When the children are grown,
the parents may question “What happened to all
of the time? Who are our children? We don't even
know them anymore.” Restless.

I have relatives who go shopping virtually
every day. Shopping for something but not
buying or needing a thing. Restless.

Single people go from relationship to
relationship looking for something but
seemingly never finding it. There are married
people who may go outside the marriage
commitment searching for something or
someone else. Restless.

We can be extremely busy and still
accomplish nothing worthwhile. We can
constantly be thinking about things and never
come to a definitive conclusion. Restless.

This constant searching for that something

is often due to people not making time for the

Lord. During this state of restlessness, there is no

peace of mind. People seem to be more worried

and troubled because they haven'tlearned to settle
down into that contentment state with Jesus.

“Restless” is one of the things the Bible speaks
of concerning Satan. Job 1:7 describes Satan as
unsettled: "The Lord said to Satan, 'From where
do you come? Then Satan answered the Lord and
said, Fromroamingaboutontheearthand walking
around on it " (NASB) 1 Peter 5:8 admonishes us
to be aware of Satan and his restlessness: “Be of
sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the
devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking
someone to devour.” (NASB)

Satan is restless and he wants all mankind to be
restless, unsettled with no peace. If we are restless
with that constant motion of mind and body, we
won't give the Lord the time He wants and that we

by Brad Wells

need to have a strong relationship with Him. The
Lord is a “gentleman” and He won't break into our
lives.

In the Bible, Psalms 46:10 commands us to stop:
“Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted
among the heathen, [ will be exalted in the earth.”
(KJV) The Lord wants us to just stop! Realize that
He is the Lord, and He is in charge. If we allow the
Lord to have complete control of our lives, He will
cause our steps to go in the direction they should
and accomplish great things for Him. His peace
will cover us for every occasion and circumstance.

Philippians4:7remindsus of Hispeace: "And the
peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus." (NASB)

I challenge you to take time in prayer, to read
and study the Bible, and to meditate on Him
daily. Doing so will help you to be in tune with
the Lord and find peace and direction. We may
still experience a “restless” spirit but not in the
negative sense. We will have a powerful desire for
the things of the Lord. We will want more of God
and settle for nothing less. Our searching will be
for Him and what He has for us.

Will we put aside this undesirable restless spirit?
Will we allow the Lord to take it away? Will we
instead develop and nurture a hunger and desire
for Him that brings us into a closer walk with Him?

Isaiah 30:15 encourages us to rely upon God:
“For thus the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, has
said, 'In repentance and rest you will be saved, in
quietness and trust is your strength.. .. " (NASB)

I challenge you to please pray: “Father, I come
in the name of Jesus and ask you to take this
restless spirit from me. Give me your peace and
forgive me of my sins. Help me to trust you in all
things. In Jesus name, Amen.”

Brad and Nina Wells are members of Community
Family Church. Brad serves as a minister, an elder, a

deacon, and a teacher.
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THE POWER OF

By Pastor Mike Purkey

The day the power fell as
recorded in Acts Chapter 2
changed everything. On that day,
Peter told the crowd, * .. .and you
shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. For the promise is to you
and to your children and to all
who are afar off, as many as the
Lord will call” (Acts 2:38-39 NKJV).
The church began to explode
with pentecostal power as the
good news of Jesus Christ was
preached and signs and wonders
followed. The power of the Holy
Spirit has truly been the catalyst
over the past two thousand years
of propelling the gospel to the
corners of the earth, setting men
free, and healing them of sickness
and disease; and it is still the
power of the church today!

| love pentecost. It's in my
roots—I| was born into it and |
have been in it my whole life. In
45 years of ministry, the one thing
that has remained a constant is
my passion for a move of the
Holy Ghost in the services at my
church, Lenexa Christian Center,

and also when | preach at other
churches. My most earnest and
continual prayer has been, “Lord,
please don't ever let the fire go
outin me." Over the years, | have
been open to new ideas and to
new ways of doing things, but |
have refused to walk away from
what brought me here—the
power of the Holy Ghost and the
laying on of hands for healing
and ministry at the altars.

As | talk with my friends
in ministry, some of whom
are evangelists and go into
pentecostal churches large and
small across our nation, my heart
is grieved over their confirmation
of some of the trends that | am
seeing. Many of our churches,
where once the power of God
fell. have become pentecostal
in name only. Pastors are being
told that the only way you can
grow your church today is to stay
away from a demonstrative move
of God's Spirit in your services
because it will run off new
people.
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PENTECOST

| believe there are several
reasons why some of our
churches are abandoning their
pentecostal roots. First, some
are losing the fire due to neglect.
They have stopped practicing
the gifts of the Spirit. It takes less
effort to just have a closing prayer
at the end of the service than to
lay hands upon the people at the
altars. Secondly, some believe in
the Spirit but are truly ashamed
of a pentecostal move of God
because it gets messy around
the altars and not everybody acts
prim and proper. When the Spirit
of God hits you, you'll dance, you'll
shout, and you won't care who
sees you. Thirdly, some simply
do not want pentecost in their
services or in their churches. They
are adamant in their opposition
to outward demonstrations of the
Holy Ghost. | am also concerned
that some young pastors are
seeking fellowship only with
others who are young in the
ministry and are not seeking the
wisdom and experience of the
elders of the faith.



In spite of these troubling signs, the Holy Spirit's fire and work on earth is not diminished. If we
truly believe these are the last days, then we must lay hold of the power He offers us. Here are three
reasons why we must have the power of pentecost today:

words to His disciples in Acts 1.8 were, "But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth (NKJV)." Pentecost is “lightning” to the gospel message.

] The power of pentecost gives us boldness before men to declare the gospel. Jesus' parting

is in the changed lives of countless individuals who have come to an altar, had hands laid

on them and the prayer of faith prayed over them by a Spirit-empowered Pentecostal,
and received the deliverance they so desperately longed for. The hold of the devil can only be
broken by the power of the Holy Ghost!

2The power of pentecost is necessary to break the chains of sin and addictions. The proof

times a Spirit-filled believer will be arrested by the Holy Ghost to drop normal activity to

lay hands on a person for healing, to speak a word of hope, or to do something crazy that
makes no sense in the natural. God has a way of putting desperate people directly into the path
of pentecostal believers who are plugged in to the power source.

3The power of pentecost interrupts our natural lives to do God's bidding in the world. Many

Friends, Jesus is coming soon. This is not the time to be playing church or giving lip service to being
pentecostal. It's time to be pentecostall God's power is available, but you must earnestly pray for the
fire to fall on you. I can leave you with this assurance, that if you will lay hold on the power of pentecost,
you'll never again be satisfied with a lesser life of Christ's power. The fire in you will set your part of the
world ablaze and ignite the desire in others for what you have!

Mike Purkey is the senior pastor of Lenexa Christian Center, a church of 5,000+ members in the
Kansas City area. His TV program, "Where Miracles Happen.” is seen weekly on The Church Channel.
Nationally-known speaker, author and singer, Mike has been seen many times on TBN's "Praise the Lord"
and Daystar's "Celebration.”
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