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hen I was a child growing up in church, 
the older preachers often warned the 

congregation that a time would come when false 
doctrine would be prevalent. As I grew older, I 
remember wondering how could anyone consider 
someone’s opinion that didn’t align with God’s Word. 
Then as a young teenager before God had called 
me into the ministry, I could not imagine being 
influenced by someone’s lifestyle that did not measure 
up to God’s requirements in the Bible. The older 
saints used to sing a song, “I know the Bible’s right,” 
and the congregation would respond, “somebody’s 
wrong.” I respected the Word of God so much that 
I could not walk away from God in disobedience. 
When I tried to disobey, I told my peers that I knew 
I was wrong because the Bible says it’s wrong. My 

godly parents always honored the Bible in our home, 
and I knew that God loved me too much to change 
His Word for my sinful desires.

Oh my goodness! That day of false doctrine 
that the older preachers warned us about is here. 
Recently when I learned of potential false teaching 
at a successful church in the tri-state area, I visited 
their website and reviewed their church teachings. 
Because their Statement of Faith which was well 
written, doctrinally perfect, and scripturally sound, 
I believed that I must have heard an exaggerated 
rumor. A few months later when more false doctrine 
was floating throughout the community, I conducted 
more research; the scripture clearly says a wise 
man searches out a matter (Proverbs 1:5). I learned 
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that the church’s doctrine  was 
certainly foundational, but what 
the Pastor was actually preaching 
and teaching was contrary to their 
Statement of Faith. For example, 
the Faith Statement declares the 
Bible to be the absolute authority 
in every situation. However,  when 
a 16-year-old couple confessed 
that they were engaging in 
premarital sexual activity, the 

pastor laughed and said, “Oh, 
that’s part of growing up; just 
use protection.” The Bible was 
clearly not the absolute authority 
in this case. In my research, I 
discovered vulgarity, drunkenness, 
sexual perversion, filthy movies, 
pornography, and an abundance of 
other sinful practices were being 
accepted because of false teachings 
from Pastors. In Luke 21:8, Jesus 
warns us to not be deceived. A 
sure way to protect us from false 
teaching is through spiritual 
prayer.

For over 43 years I have prayed 
the scriptures. Most recently Psalm 
19 has become a consistent part 
of my daily, intercessory prayer. 
Psalm 19:7 says “The law of the 
Lord is perfect, converting the 
soul.” I speak that word, sing that 
word, chant that word, over and 
over and over. I earnestly cry out, 
“Oh Lord, your Word is perfect. 
I am walking in human error 
and weakness. I know my lust, 
passions, and worldly desires. Help 
me, Lord. I am full of doubts and 

Editor’s Note: We make every effort to ensure that authors and advertisers reflect the highest 
principles and credibility. However, the opinions, beliefs, and viewpoints expressed by 
authors and advertisers in this publication may not necessary reflect the opinions, beliefs, and 
viewpoints of Community Family Church.

Do you need help finding Christ as your Savior? 
Please contact us at 859-356-8851 or cfcoffice@cfcky.com 

and we will pray with you.

troubled emotions. I need your 
perfect Word to convert or restore 
my soul. My soul is my will, my 
mind, and my emotions. Only your 
perfect Word has the power to 
transform me from what I am to 
what I need to be.”

We need the Word!  Don’t 
be deceived by benevolent 
deeds of goodness that smother 
disobedience. Don’t find yourself 
rationalizing sinful practices 
because someone was giving 
charitable donations. Because 
America is rich, it is easy to 
confuse true discipleship with 
works of charity. America has 
produced a weak, lazy, powerless 
church that covers up their 
drunkenness and vile behavior 
by acts of kindness to those 
who are in need. The deceived 
congregation sees only kindness, 
not disobedience to God’s Word. 

A one-week social study of 
benevolent giving was done in 
major cities of the world. A woman 
sat in a chair with a sign that read 
“To the unknown soldier” and a 
container for donations. In most 
cities of the world, she collected a 
little pocket change, and in some 
countries, absolutely nothing. 
But in most cities in America, she 
collected an average of $700 per 
day! 

Thank God for our Christian 
heritage to give—yes, giving is 
a Christian 
characteristic. 
Oh brothers and 
sisters, don’t 
violate God’s 
Word because 
America has an 

abundance of money to give. Many 
people are being deceived and 
following false teaching because 
their particular church is known 
for its charitable gifts. Yes, God 
expects us to give, but in Matthew 
16:24 Jesus also said, “Take up 
your cross and follow me.” In 
these last days of confusion and 
trouble, be fervent in prayer and 
be diligent in reading and studying 
the Word of God. When we pray 
and read the Bible, the Holy Spirit 
transforms our lives to the image 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus. So 
what must we do? Declare that 
the law is perfect; God’s Word is 
right! I challenge you today: pray 
the scriptures and allow the Holy 
Spirit to engrave them on your 
heart.

                  
 We love you,
 Pastor Tommy Bates

“WE NEED THE WORD!” 

In these last days of 
confusion and trouble, be 
fervent in prayer and be 
diligent in reading and 
studying the Word of God.
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OCTOBER - DECEMBER 2015
PASTOR’S SCHEDULE

10/2 @ 7pm: Providence Pentecostal Church 
of God • Jackson, KY • 606-666-4641

10/5-10/6 @ 7pm: The Sanctuary • Deland, FL • 
386-734-7777 • www.thesanctuaryonline.cc 

10/8 @ 7pm: Sound the Alarm Church
of God • Muncie, IN • 765-286-0001 • 
www.soundthealarmchurch.org  

10/9 @ 7pm: Redemption Christian Tabernacle • 
Tipp City, OH • 937-898-4384 

10/12 @ 7pm: Exie Congregational Holiness 
Church • Piedmont, AL • 256-475-5273 

10/13-10/14 @ 7pm: Cedar Valley Cathedral 
of Praise • Dalton, GA • 706-259-8115 

10/15-10/16 @ 7pm: Fountain of Life • 
Elizabeth City, VA • 252-335-4198 • 
www.folec.net 

10/19-10/20 @ 7pm: Church on the Rock  • 
Berea, KY • 859-986-1899 • 
www.churchontherock.us 

10/23 @ 7pm: Freedom Christian Fellowship • 
London, KY • 606-657-5427 • www.freedomcf.com 

11/12 @ 7pm: T.L. Lowery Ministry Center • 

Cleveland, TN • 423-473-4562 • www.tllowery.org

11/16 @ 7pm & 11/17 @ 10am: Norvel Hayes 
Ministries Meeting • Held at World Harvest 
Church * Roswell, GA • 423-479-5434  • 
www.norvelhayes.org

11/30-12/1 @ 7pm: Great Life Church • Spring 
Hill/Brooksville, FL • 352-293-7673 • 
www.greatlifechurch.com

11/19-11/21: Glad Tidings Church • San 
Francisco, CA • 415-346-1111 • www.gtsf.org 

11/22 @ 10am: Church of Power • Anaheim, 
CA • 657-220-9709 • www.churchofpower.org

12/6 @ 10:30am & 6pm: Evangel Temple • 
Jacksonville, FL • 904-781-9393 • www.etag.tv

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

Dates and times may be subject to change or cancellation. Please contact the 
location of the event to confirm date and time before driving long distance. Pastor 
Bates’ itinerary is updated on a regular basis at www.tommybates.com.

tommybates.com
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NEWS & INFORMATION

Sow You Know is a communication campaign at CFC to keep you informed.  These are just some examples 
of the many incredible activities going on in the ministry.  To learn more or to be a part of these and more 
awesome ministry opportunities, visit www.cfcky.com or call the church office at 859-356-8851, press 0.   

NURSERY MINISTRY 
CFC’s nursery volunteers are behind the 
scenes each weekend taking care of God’s 
precious children.  If you have a desire to 
serve this ministry, please reach out to us 
using the information at the top of the 
page. —Tom Curry, Team Min. Leader

SPIRITUAL GROWTH GROUPS 
Visit www.cfcky.com to find out how you can be a part of our 
small groups at CFC.  We have many opportunities for all age 
groups. 

WOMEN’S MINISTRIES UNLIMITED
Look what our Women’s Ministries Unlimited has been up to 
for the past several months (Sue Payne, Team Min. Leader):

• Helping Hands Ministry led by Cathy Hubbard delivered 
75 beautiful pillowcases to the Medical/Surgical Floor at 
Children’s Hospital, Cincinnati. OH.
• WMU donated $1,000 to the Appalachian Children’s 
Home, Barbourville, KY.
• In June WMU Hosted the annual Ladies’ Retreat in the 
Great Smokey Mountains. Edna Wagers was the guest 
speaker. Many we’re blessed, made new friends and 
challenged with No Compromise!
• July 10th WMU hosted a Ladies’ Fellowship, serving 
light refreshments, followed by a tremendous message 
delivered by Dana Sarver who powerfully ministered and 
encouraged all attending to give no place to Compromise 
in their lives.
• For the entire month of August the Ladies’ Sunday 
School Class, Women of Integrity, was devoted to an 
intense prayer study “WarRoom” led by Pam Carter and 
Dr. Lisa Hamm.
• Saturday, August 8 a Ladies’s Breakfast was held in the 
Byrley Center. Following a wonderful breakfast meal Vickie 
Farley (sister of our Pastor) brought a fantastic Word 
to our ladies. What a mighty move of God followed. On 
Saturday, August 22 a beautiful Tea/Luncheon fundraiser 
was held in the Tara Center Reception Room. This is an 
annual event that benefits women and children diagnosed 
with cancer. Sid Renfro brought words of hope and 
encouragement to those in attendance.

COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN 
ACADEMY
This year is the largest number of students CCA has ever 
had in the school: 180 in the school and 70 in our Daycare. 
We have been increasing every year for the past 5 years. 250 
children are being influenced to the Glory of God!—Mrs. Tara 
Bates, Principal

WELCOME MULTIMEDIA 
VOLUNTEERS!
An official welcome to the newest volunteers to the 
Sanctuary Multimedia Team (Big Screen):  Joe Lillard, Dakota 
Beers and Brandon Beavers. And a BIG Thank You to Connie 
Martin, Karen Young and Micah Gillum for your dedication to 
the ministry. — Jim O’Shea, Team Min. Leader

CARING TOUCH
The Caring Touch Ministry has sent out 809 greeting cards from 
April–August 2015. We send sympathy, get well, thinking of 
you, encouragement cards to our church attenders and their 
families. We have 8 volunteers who are doing an outstanding 
job encouraging others through this card ministry.  Want to 
help?  Connect with us. — Linda Turner, Team Min. Leader

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY 
Did you know CFC has a bereavement ministry?  Our ministry 
team is dedicated to fulfilling the many needs of those in the 
church family who have lost a loved one.  The bereavement 
ministry team also hosts a service once a year as a time to 
collectively remember those who have passed.  It’s a time of 
support and love.  A special thanks to the entire team and all 
the volunteers who help in this ministry!  If you have ministry 
gifts in this area, please let us know, so we can activate your gifts 
and abilities for the Kingdom! — Barb Shell, Team Min. Leader
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We are facing some of the most 
challenging times that are nation has 
ever seen. Christianity is facing some 
of the greatest persecution since the 
days of the early church. And the 
church is seeing the largest falling 
away that history has witnessed. 
In the midst of all these factors, we 
shouldn’t be surprised. Jesus told us 
these days were coming. Matthew 
24:12 says, “And because iniquity shall 
abound, the love of many shall wax 
cold.” (KJV) 

He told us the love of many would 
wax cold.  Many who started out loving 
God would find themselves slowly 
fading back to their old lifestyle. I have 
witnessed this happening myself. 
Many of the young men that I used to 
seek God in the altars with at youth 
camp are no longer serving God. 
Preachers that I’ve preached along 
side of are no longer walking with the 
Lord. People who had great victory 
have found themselves trapped, 
bound, and without repentance. What 

Andrew is the internship 
director and the college & young 
adult’s pastor at CFC.
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a sad day it is when God’s people turn 
away from the very way that saved 
them in the first place.

While this great falling away takes 
place, many Christians believe they 
are too righteous to ever fall into this 
trap of the enemy. Unfortunately, 
none of us are exempt from the pull 
of sin! We must remember that it’s 
not our righteousness that saved us 
and keeps us now but only by the 
grace of God. Every single believer 
has to stay in a constant place of 
total dependence upon the Lord or 
they will find themselves in the same 
place of those who have fallen.

In the middle of this great apostasy, 
things can certainly seem absolutely 
hopeless but there is a bright light 
still shining. There is a powerful 
scripture in the book of Jeremiah that 
speaks to where we are as a nation 
today. Jeremiah 3:22 says, “Return, 
ye backsliding children, and I will 
heal your backslidings. Behold, we 
come unto thee; for thou art the Lord 
our God.” (KJV) What an incredible 
scripture! 

The first thing God speaks through 
Jeremiah is one word, “Return!” 
Return from a stagnant walk with God. 
Return from just doing enough to be 
saved. Return from unrepentant sins. 
Return from backsliding! This one 
word alone shows how much love the 
Father really has for mankind, even 
the ones that don’t serve Him. God is 
not satisfied with you being far away 
from Him. Instead He is constantly 
calling to those who have fallen, 
beckoning them to come home! The 
fact that He says return means there 
is hope for the backslider. He could 
have easily said, stay where you are 
because it’s your fault that you got 
there. I’m thankful today that we 
serve a merciful God whose mercies, 

according to Lamentations 3:23, are 
new every morning! 

I’m also thankful that He is not 
only merciful towards us but He is 
our healer. God continues to speak 
through Jeremiah by saying, “I will 
heal your backslidings.” For many 
this has been their condition for 
years but God is seeking to heal their 
backslidings. Maybe you are reading 
this right now thinking, “Andrew, 
that’s me. I try to do better. I come to 
the altar. I go through the prayer lines. 
I repeat the prayer after the preacher 
but I always go back to the same junk. 
I do everything I can to give God my 
best.” Let me encourage you today by 
saying this, God doesn’t want your 
best! Yes, I said God doesn’t want 
your best. God wants your all! Don’t 
misunderstand what I’m saying here, 
we should live our lives for God to the 
best of our ability but sometimes we 
live trying to give God only our best 
that we miss out on the act of total 
surrender. God wants all of you! He 
wants the good, the bad, and the ugly. 
He wants you to give Him everything. 
He wants to heal those areas in your 
life that you have tried to hide for 
so long. Get real with God and stop 
trying to hide the bad stuff. He already 
knows. He wants us to acknowledge 
it before Him and allow Him to come 
in and change us! He can heal your 
backslidings!

In order for healing to take place 
in our lives, we must take action. 
The Lord said, “Return.” This means 
I can’t continue doing what I’ve done 
but I must walk in a new direction. 
There is another scripture that talks 
about action and God’s healing.                                      
2 Chronicles 7:14 says, “If my people, 
which are called by my name, shall 
humble themselves, and pray, and 
seek my face, and turn from their 
wicked ways; then will I hear from 

heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land.” God just asks 
us to turn away from our old ways 
and He will heal! This is what God is 
speaking to our nation today, “Return, 
and I will heal you! I will set you free! I 
will send revival!”

There is only one who can bring 
a change to our nation. A new 
president can’t do it. New senators 
and laws won’t do it. The church can’t 
even do it. Sure, those things can be 
vehicles of change but in the end 
God is the only One who can send 
revival. Today, I encourage you to not 
become hopeless. God is merciful and 
is begging us to return so He can heal 
us. “….Behold, we come unto thee; for 
thou art the Lord our God.” (Jeremiah 
3:22 KJV) We come to God because 
we know He is the only one who can 
change us. Whether you are away 
from God today or if you are praying 
for your lost loved ones, know that 
God is calling for a return and He will 
heal!
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is a tough subject to talk about 
in the church.  We don’t want 
to talk about our thought 
processes. We don’t want 
to discuss our decisions or 
actions. We say to ourselves, 
“What I do or say is no one 
else’s business and they 
don’t need to be in mine. 
After all, God is my judge.” 
While God is our final judge, 
He also places this idea of 
accountability in scripture. 
Ignoring the principle of 
accountability is deadly in the 
walk of every single believer 
and here’s why.

Jeremiah 17:9 tells us that 
the heart is more deceitful 
than all things and desperately 
wicked. Who knows better 
than we do how quickly and 
easily we will defend our 
actions or words because we 
FEEL that we are justified. 
Because of this, we can 
deceive ourselves into 
believing lies. We must remain 
accountable not only to God, 
but to others in the body of 
Christ. Having a relationship 
with the Lord doesn’t keep us 

by Kellie Bowles

ACCOUNTABILITY
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from needing accountability. 
We can deceive ourselves 
because of the weakness of 
our flesh and because the 
devil is the master of deceit. 

The story of David and 
Bathsheba is a prime example 
of what can happen when we 
have no accountability.  During 
a time of war, David sent 
Joab out with the king’s men 
and the whole Israelite army. 
However, David stayed behind 
in Jerusalem. One evening, 
David was walking around 
on the roof of his palace 
and he spotted Bathsheba, 
the wife of Uriah, one of his 
mighty men, bathing. The rest 
of the story we know well. 
His heart became full of lust 
and greed. He sent for her to 
come to him, resulting in her 
pregnancy. He couldn’t let his 
sin be discovered, so after 
attempting to manipulate this 
situation to hide what he had 
done, he made a choice that 
led to this life-altering event.  
At this time in his life, David is 
around 50 years old, and had 
been king for 20 years. He 
was a mighty warrior, a good 
leader and a highly gifted 

musician. He had a close walk 
with the Lord and he lived 
a life of blessings. He had 
everything a man could want! 
But it wasn’t enough.

 
He had no one around him 

to tell him what he was doing 
was wrong. After all, who 
would tell the king he was 
wrong? David didn’t just wake 
up that morning and say to 
himself that he was going to 
destroy his life by committing 
adultery. He had no one 
around him to tell him he was 
making poor choices and 
ultimately, David chose to kill 
the husband of Bathsheba—
someone he knew and had 
a relationship with. The 
Lord was greatly displeased 
with David’s actions and 
sent Nathan, the prophet, to 
confront him. He had two 
options: he could confess 
what he had done, or, deny 
his actions all together. David 
chose these words: “I have 
sinned against the Lord.” 

When we fall into sin, it 
is critical that we desire to 
be held accountable for 
it! If we choose not to be 

accountable, we deceive 
ourselves because we don’t 
want anyone “judging” us for 
our actions. If we don’t seek 
after accountability, God may 
have to provide a “Nathan” in 
our lives. By then, it will be 
too late to spare us from the 
consequences of our choices. 

Accountability is a gift 
from God to help us stay 
on the right path and to live 
spiritually successful lives.  
Hebrews 10:24 says that we 
should consider how to spur 
one another to love and to 
good works. We must also 
keep in mind that who we 
are accountable to matters.  
We need someone who is 
wise, mature and learned 
in scripture. We must give 
them permission to ask tough 
questions and be willing to 
answer when asked. If we 
choose to neglect it, we will 
live lesser lives. Why would 
we want to live beneath what 
God has for us? 

Accountability is a gift from 
God to help us stay on 
the right path and to live 
spiritually successful lives.  

Kellie has attended CFC for over 20 years. She 
enjoys reading, writing and spending time outdoors.
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by Jennifer McCoy

s born again believers in Christ, we are 
so blessed to have the unspeakable 
joy that the Lord provides. It’s the only 
way we will get through these last days. 

Have you noticed the increasing heaviness of 
the world? If I go further than my front yard I 
can feel it. Going into public almost guarantees 
being spiritually offended by someone’s 
disregard for others: magazine covers in the 
checkout line, pictures of models in a store 
window, or a song on the intercom system. 
We are bombarded with constant demands of 
acceptance and tolerance. We are forced to 
see the darkness and lasciviousness of choices 
made in the name of freedom. These issues are 
becoming more exploitative every day.

If we look deeper, news headlines are 
atrocious and heartbreaking. Due to multiple 
platforms, anyone can loudly voice their 
opinions through a blog, a video post, social 
media, comment threads, even  billboard 
space. It’s dizzying. It can also be upsetting and 
consuming if we leave our home at all or turn on 
any form of media. It’s so easy to get sucked 
into this vacuum of darkness if we do not heed 
one constant command from our Lord: 

FOCUS ON HIM.
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Jennifer McCoy lives in Independence with her husband, two children and 
dog. She loves to write and create to give glory to the Lord.

Focus is defined a few ways and 
while we all know what it means in 
general, read the definitions with 
His command on your heart. As 
a noun, focus is defined as the 
center of interest or activity. As a 
verb it means to concentrate on 
something. Interestingly, focus is 
also defined as our eyes adjusting 
to the prevailing level of light to see 
more clearly. These definitions all 
encompass what the Lord is saying 
when He tells us to keep focusing 
on Him. Consider also some 
synonyms: center, heart, core, 
cornerstone, emphasis and priority. 
What is your focus?

God says to remain focused on 
Him in many ways. Let your eyes 
look directly forward, and your gaze 
be straight before you (Proverbs 
4:25). This is a powerful command. 
He knows our tendencies to 
concentrate on the wrong things 
and get distracted. He tells us not 
to even swerve from the path of 
righteousness (Proverbs 4:27). 
Think about driving as an example. 
If we are distracted for even a split 
second it could result in swerving, 
a fender bender, a serious wreck, 
even death. Yet, most of us could 
not honestly say we are never 
distracted while driving which is 
not nearly as detrimental as our 
spiritual lives.  

People tend to focus on what’s 
immediately around them: 
entertainment, loud voices, 
disturbing or seductive images, 
horrific headlines, frustrations and 
pleasures. These things don’t 
actually matter in reality, for the 

spiritual is more real than the 
material. Paul said in II Corinthians 
4:18 that the things we see are 
temporary but the things which 
are not seen are eternal. There 
is a spiritual battle going on, and 
we’re scrolling social media like 
we have all the time in the world. 
Of course we can enjoy forms 
of entertainment or keep up with 
current news, but it cannot be our 
priority. Time is running out, we 
have to shift our focus.

Satan wants us distracted 
from concentrating on God. If 
we are distracted by the things 
in the world, we are not focusing 
on doing God’s work. I know 
when I browse online news, if 
I don’t heed the voice of the 
Spirit, I will be down a rabbit 
hole getting mad about people’s 
blasphemous comments on an 
article, sometimes replying with 
God’s truth only to be ridiculed. 
Before I know it, I’ve wasted twenty 
(or more) minutes in futility when I 
could’ve been studying Scripture. 
Even these types of slight swerves 
will have negative consequences. 

Beyond the damage we could do 
to our own walk by losing focus, we 
could also fail to help others. Never 
in history have we needed to be the 
salt and the light more than we do 
in the time we live in. People have 
exchanged the truth of God for a 

lie (Romans 1:25). Can you think 
of something more depressing 
than that? We are His vessels, we 
must remain joyous to be able to 
show the world who He is. The 
only way this is possible in a world 
so dominated by evil is to remain 
focused on Jesus. We must set our 
minds on things that are above, 
not on things that are on the earth 
(Colossians 3:2).

With all the temptations in the 
world, it’s easy to get distracted. 
As children of God, we can’t let 
that happen. We have to be the 
example of Christ for people to 
see. If we are not focused on Him 
we will be fooled, for a discerning 
man keeps wisdom in view but 
a fool’s eyes wander to the ends 
of the earth (Proverbs 17:24). We 
must know God and we must 
know His truths in order to combat 
distractions. It’s the only way to 
convey the hope and joy of Jesus 
to the world. 

Beyond the damage we 
could do to our own walk 
by losing focus, we could 
also fail to help others.

Finally, brothers and 
sisters, whatever 
is true, whatever 
is noble, whatever 
is right, whatever 
is pure, whatever 
is lovely, whatever 
is admirable—if 
anything is excellent 
or praiseworthy—
think about such 
things

(Philippians 4:8-9).
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You may have read this title and wondered what does science have 
to do with a testimony? As an anthropologist and more broadly a 
social scientist, I am always looking at the connections of sociocultural 
phenomena and my Pentecostal heritage. Pentecostal has been boxed 
into a denominational category, but it is much more than that. 
Pentecost is first and foremost a personal experience. It all began 
several thousand years ago when a group of radical Christ followers 
gathered in an upper room and were willing to receive power from a 
source much greater than them. Is not this source the crux of our own 
testimonies? I know mine began at the age of sixteen. I will never 
forget standing at the decisive crossroads of my life following the 
Spirit of God or walking on my own accord. In a youth meeting 
the Spirit told me to leap and dance. I thought to myself, “I 
will look like a fool leaping in front of all these people.” After 
struggling with the Spirit, I finally leaped, and what joy entered 
my soul. It was almost as if I had stepped into a different 
dimension of living—a new world. You see, this is a testimony. 
As I consider the utmost importance of a testimony, it becomes 
necessary to further engage its meaning to us as Christians.  

On the surface, a testimony may seem a simple phenomenon. 
It is usually a story that connects us with a time or place that 
we were touched by the glory of His presence. Most of us have 
heard, “I want to thank the Lord for saving me, sanctifying me, 
filling me with His sweet Holy Ghost…pray I go on and do His 
will.” This is a standard declaration of the Pentecostal world. 
Other testimonies are more detailed; some are private. Regardless 
of the content, these testimonies or stories provide constant 
reflection of the most important transition from a life without to 
a life with.  Most of my personal studies on pre-literate societies 
around the globe have included an in-depth examination of 
the use of stories. Their reliance on the transmission of oral 
traditions literally dictated the survival of their groups—
the ability for all functionality of the culture such as 
technology, economy, social organization, ideology, and 
politics.  As Westernization impacted these societies, they 
gradually began to lose their dependence on oral traditions, 
and many lost their languages entirely. 

We are living in a world of major transitions on many 
fronts. There seems to be a constant battle to keep one’s 
testimony intact. We have seen Christian families separate, 
loved ones return to drugs and alcohol, friends living 
in depression, and these are only a few examples of the 

obliteration of a testimony. Just as the societies of the past relied on 
stories for cultural survival, we must hold fast to our own stories of 
deliverance and hope. Today, there are even movements to reclaim 
what was unrightfully taken from non-Western groups. Many Native 
American tribes have commenced language and culture classes to 
empower their people once again with their own stories.

I have compiled a short list to help keep our testimonies at the 
forefront and intact. 

Don’t forget your testimony.  Thank God for it every day. 
   
Don’t forget your Spirit language. As Pentecostals, we believe in 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in 
tongues. Don’t be ashamed of it. As Jude 20-21 states, “Be ye, 
beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying 
in the Holy Ghost, Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for 
the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.” Essentially 
this is saying one way to stay in love with God is to pray in the 
Spirit.    

Don’t forget your loved one’s testimony even if you think they have 
forgotten it. You may have heard your son or daughter testify in 
church and you think it has passed. Cast that thought out! Stand 
on the promises of Christ.  

Put your testimony into action. When making a public 
declaration of God’s goodness, keep it concise and to the point. 
Yes, there was a time when extended, detailed stories were a part 
of the social fabric of America. But that is no longer the case. 
Most Americans prefer their information quick and to the point.  
And our goal should be to make the greatest impact with our 
own story. 

Don’t lose your testimony. As I look at Mom and 
Dad’s many years as senior pastors, I notice that 
they have never lost their testimonies. Protect it as 
if it were worth a million dollars. No money can 
buy a testimony! Satan definitely cannot buy what 
is not for sale.

Eric is the executive pastor at CFC.



God has blessed Community with a campus of 113 acres of prime real-estate just minutes away from downtown Cincinnati, 
the Creation Museum, and the Greater Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky airport.  Independence is one of the fastest growing 
cities in the state of Kentucky, and CFC needs to be equipped to reap a mighty harvest for the glory of God.  CFC’s next 
building project is the new Children’s Center or Phase 1 of our future building plans.  This state-of-the-art, multi-story 
structure will feature multiple spacious classrooms, a large children’s auditorium, check-in and tracking systems, and much 
more.  As a partner or member of Community, think about how these facilities will change your life and the lives of your 
children, your grandchildren, and generations to come.

Will you join us in prayer about your part in helping make this vision come to pass?  Pastor Bates has established The 
Nehemiah Wall project which will help facilitate the construction of the new Children’s Center and sanctuary.  Community 
will build a wall identifying the names of everyone who participated in The Nehemiah Wall project.  Here’s how it works:  

To make a donation to The Nehemiah Wall project, mail your contribution (marked NW or Wall) to Community 
Family Church/CFC, 11875 Taylor Mill Road, Independence, KY 41051.  To make a credit card donation, you can visit 
www.tommybates.com or call the church office at 859-356-8851.  Your donation of any size will make a difference in the 
Kingdom of God.  

Number of Family Names
1 Family Name
2 Family Names
5 Family Names

10 Family Names
25 Family Names
50 Family Names

$5,000
$2,500
$1,000
$500
$200
$100

$5,000
$5,000
$5,000
$5,000
$5,000
$5,000

Total
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In the last two years, God has 
literally uprooted my family from 
the only church I have ever known 
(I’m 43 years old by the way and 
began attending that church as 
a baby.)  He moved my husband 
from a job that he had been 
employed at for more than twenty 
years, moved us from the first 
home we purchased together and 
childhood friends our children still 
miss, AND transitioned us out of 
homeschooling (which is all our 
children have known for the last 
eight years) into, thankfully, the 
best private school in the country, 
Community Christian Academy.

Wow! Just typing about all 
the changes sends little bursts 
of anxiety through my veins.  
Although we believe without 
a doubt God was behind each 
and every move, leaving the 
comfort and security of what we 
knew and stepping out into the 

unknown has by far taken us into 
and through some of the most 
challenging seasons in our lives.  

Although things are beginning 
to settle down (I hope), my 
tender heart still needs God’s 
reassurance daily to ease my 
fears and keep me focused on 
the future, and not dwelling on 
the past.  Recently, the message I 
believe He’s been trying to speak 
to my heart since the beginning 
finally penetrated this hard head 
of mine.

I remember the moment 
vividly.  I was sitting in my 
favorite place to read on an 
early summer morning—my 
driveway.  My coffee was beside 
me on the ground and my Bible 
was in my lap. Before I began 
to read, I looked up and gently 
whispered, “Speak to me God.  I 
need to hear You today and I am 
listening.”  Almost instantly, I felt 
a whisper back:  “Stop looking 
back.”  Immediately, Paul’s words 
to the Philippians came to mind:  
“But one thing I do: forgetting 
what is behind and straining 
toward what is ahead.”  

After reading this verse, I 
longed to hear more about 
forgetting the past.  So I dug into 
the Word and my heart began 
to soar as I found verse after 
verse speaking to my heart about 
not dwelling on the past but 
looking ahead.  Isaiah 43:18-19 

Friends, in the last two 
years, God has flipped our 
world upside down. And 
although every change 

was for the better, I have 
deeply struggled with 

“not looking back.” 
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says, “Forget the former things; 
do not dwell on the past.  See, 
now I will do a new thing!  Now 
it shall spring forth.  Shall ye not 
know it?  I will even make a way 
in the wilderness and rivers in the 
desert.”  

These words penetrated my 
heart like never before. You see, 
going through change (even the 
most wonderful changes like new 
babies, marriage, new homes, and 
new careers) is still venturing out 
into the unknown.  And for most 
of us, the unknown is scary. We 
want the comfort and security of 
what we know.  

Hear this—if God is going to do 
something grand in your life, you 
are going to have move.  In order 
to start a nation in Abraham, 
God required him to, “Go from 
your country, your people and 
your father’s household to the 

land I will show you.”  This was 
absolutely the key verse that 
validated God’s call for Tim and 
me to take our three children and 
leave our home church.  We were 
waiting for a clear sign from God 
telling us where our new church 
would be, yet God made it plain.  
He wanted us to demonstrate 
our obedience by simply leaving 
all that we knew and trust that 
He would show us where to go. 
(Maybe God is calling you to step 
out on blind faith, too.)

Friends, in the last two years, 
God has flipped our world upside 
down. And although every change 
was for the better, I have deeply 
struggled with “not looking back.”  
I often wonder if that is what 
happened with Lot’s wife.  Did she 
realize that God was taking her to 
a better place and even though 
she knew she desperately needed 
to move forward, the “comfort” of 

all she had ever known beckoned 
her; so she looked back?  We 
may never know until we get to 
heaven, but one thing is for sure, 
looking back caused her death.  
And for many of us, even though 
there is no risk of literal death in 
looking back, there is a great risk 
that we will miss the present and 
the future if we continually dwell 
on “the good ole days.” 

 God’s Word is true and real:  
“I know the plans I have for you, 
says the Lord.  Plans to prosper 
you and not harm you. Plans to 
give you a hope and a future” 
(Jeremiah 29:11.) I pray today 
that God gives you the ability to 
stop looking back and live in the 
peace of deeply and fully realizing 
that, “He brought me out into a 
spacious place.  He rescued me 
because He delighted in me.” 
(Psalm 18:19)

Julie House is a 
writer, speaker, 
wife, and mother 
of three. She lives 
in Independence, 
Kentucky, is the 

Founder of Equipped Ministries, 
and blogs (occasionally) at
www.equipped4him.blogspot.com
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Have you ever heard the statement, “Do as I say, not as I do?” At some point in our lifetime, 
many of us has undoubtedly heard this statement from a parent, coach, or boss. Maybe you 

have even made this statement to others. The essence of what this statement is saying is do not 
follow my example. The definition of example in Merriam-Webster’s dictionary is “one that serves 
as a pattern to be imitated or not to be imitated.” 
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Titus 2:7 says “In all things shewing thyself a pattern 
of good works.” As Christians, our lives should be a 
pattern for others to follow. We should strive every 
day to live a Godly lifestyle and to be an example to 
those we influence on a daily basis. As believers, we 
must seek the Word of God, which is our pattern to 
follow, for guidance on how we should live our lives 
before others.

We should lead by example in everything we do. 
In 1 Timothy 4:12, Paul admonishes Timothy to be 
an example to believers, in word, in conversation, in 
charity, in spirit, in faith, and in purity. We are not 
only to be an example to believers of how a servant 
of Jesus Christ should be but also an example to the 
world so that they can see how a Christian should live. 

I thank the Lord for the wonderful examples that He 
has set before me to follow. I can remember as a child 
traveling with my father’s bluegrass gospel group. As 
he would begin to testify with tears falling from his 
eyes, he would say “I just want to thank the Lord for 
saving me.” His testimony of God’s saving grace made 
such an impact on my life, even to this day.

My mother and father-in-law have also been a 
tremendous example to me. They have been married 
over sixty years and shown me what a Christian home 
should be like. Despite the many different tests and 
trials that they have faced over the years, they have 
kept their vow to one another, “till death do us part.” 
Their example gives me something to strive for and 
proves that you can stay happily married.

Another great example in my life is Pastor Tom. 
Through his personal life and preaching, he has 
instilled in me many things over the years such 
as living a lifestyle of holiness, coming out from 
the world and being separate, and being a man of 
integrity. Pastor Tom is a true example of what a 
pastor and Christian should be. His lifestyle is the 
same on and off the platform. I thank God for men 
such as this. I don’t know where I would be in my walk 
with the Lord without the Godly examples the Lord 
set before me.

Finally, in the book of John, we find the greatest 
example ever to man kind: our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. John 13:15 says “For I have given you an 
example, that ye should do as I have done to you.” 
The thirteenth chapter of John tells the story of 
Jesus washing the feet of his disciples before he was 
betrayed by Judas Iscariot and later crucified.

One of the last things that Jesus did with his 
disciples, the leaders of the early church, before he 
left this earth, was to take on the form of a bond 
slave, humble himself, and wash the feet of his 
disciples. Back in those days, the washing of feet was 
the lowliest act a bond slave could perform. More 
than anything, Jesus wanted to instill in his disciples, 
the early church leaders, the heart of servant hood. 
Jesus didn’t come to be served, but He came to serve. 
He showed this to His disciples by being the example 
of a servant. In John 13:15, He admonished the 
disciples to follow His example.

This story reminds me of a quote I heard years ago 
that has greatly impacted my life over the years. “Your 
actions are speaking so loudly to me that I can’t hear a 
word you’re saying.” The actions of Jesus spoke more 
to his disciples at that time than any words He could 
have verbalized to them.

Often the actions of our lives speak more to people 
than the words we say. Take a moment and reflect 
over your life. Think about the examples that you 
are following and the example that you are setting. 
Are the people in your life Godly examples to you 
and your family? Are you setting a Godly example for 
others to follow?

“We should lead by example 
in everything we do.”

Terry Taylor has worked in the 
ministry for over 27 years and he 
currently serves as an Associate 
Pastor at Community Family. 



The Kentucky Voice:  October-December 201520

The day He called, His voice was very clear:  “I came that they would 
have life, and have it more abundantly. Go and teach them. I want to 
bless them.”   He showed me an open vision of a center full of people, 
food, laughter and joy—He explained it all in an instant: the Who, 
the Where and the What.

As a high ranking financial executive in a brokerage firm, it was 
quite a change over my current life direction. To follow after the 
vision of the Lord meant to give up every success I had worked so 
hard for, every accomplishment I had achieved and the security and 
comfort of a prosperous career in “Corporate America.”

Nevertheless, then and there, the vision for the Center of Hope 
was birthed in the natural.  The Center is being built in Chibuto, 
a small town in the heart of the Gaza province in Mozambique, 
Africa.  What it looks like is grand.  Upon completion, it will host a 
variety of buildings and services for the community, raising up a new 
generation, an army, for Christ.  The Center of Hope will include:

• Primary and secondary schools to teach reading, writing and 
mathematics

• 2 trade school programs (i.e. carpentry, plumbing, electrical, 
agriculture, animal husbandry, sewing, business admin, etc.) 
teaching them to build durable buildings with plumbing and 
running water, grow vitamin rich, healthy food, as well as 
to develop profitable businesses to support families and the 
community

• A full service clinic to address basic maladies (such as the flu, 
malaria and minor injuries), pregnancy and birth clinics and 
essential health education

• Family style orphan houses that will raise orphaned children in 
homes with parents to re-establish a family structure. 

• Ministry training school, to instill the knowledge and wisdom 
of the Lord.

I could tell you 
about the plight 
of Mozambique. 
It is consistently 
listed as one of 
the top 5 poorest 
countries in 
the world, still 
rebuilding from 
a civil war that 
took place more 
than 20 years ago, the government is slowly developing with help 
from the UN, the United States and the European Union. The 
utility infrastructure for electricity, water and telecommunications 
is barely outside the capital city of Maputo and, even there, hardly 
functions dependably. With healthcare and hygiene reminiscent 
of the 1900’s, life expectancy in the Gaza province is less than 38 
years old.  Additionally, the UN estimates more than 300,000 
orphans in just our province alone.  Sadly, this has been the result 
of war and refugees from surrounding countries, annual floods 
that devastate the countryside and a heavy concentration of HIV/
AIDS and malaria. 

But, I would rather tell you about 
God’s big plans and His desire for 
Mozambique.  Government meetings 
met with great expectation and 
restoration of hope for the people as 
local village chiefs came together and 
gave land with a road along the front 
and a river along the back.  This piece of 
land used to be a cashew farm 30+ years 
ago and is beautiful, fertile ground. 

Local people gathered to hear the good news of Jesus and the 
vision He has, specifically for them.  

We started with building a church on the front of the property 
with local building materials; barrotes, which is a version of a 2x4, 
kinesu grass that grows in stalks in the river and sand. We held 
a celebration service for the goodness of the Lord and over 150 
people were present at that first service.

Since then, we have had numerous meetings with government 
officials regarding children, trade schools, education, clinics, etc. 

HOPE
THE CENTER OF 

by Mareshah Olzeski 
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The Lord continues to lavish us in favor as we walk through His 
perfect will for the people and community in this place.  His 
blessings are as follows:

• In October of 2013, we began to dig a footing trench for 
a concrete/block wall to enclose the entire 68 acres of the 
property, as required by law.  We started by mixing concrete 
by hand and building blocks on sight, then laying the blocks 
on the perimeter wall that is more than 2 miles long and 
more than 6 feet high.  We have 15 Mozambican workers that 
received on the job training, from American volunteers, in 
the ways of concrete (ie. to lay a concrete slab and build with 
blocks and mortar).  Now, the daily work by our Mozambican 
staff has become skilled and swift.  As government officials 
come to check the progress, they are excited to see the quality 
of craftsmanship their community people are learning and 
willing to perform. With approximately half of the wall 
complete, the workers have begun the next footing and are 
preparing for the final stretch. The progress is exciting to all 
that have laid hand to this wall, it is truly an unspeakable joy.  

• A well with a water tower made of concrete and blocks has 
been erected and basic water lines run. The water has been 
tested by an independent lab in South Africa and they have 
confirmed the water is clean and is well within the WHO 
standards for potable water! Hallelujah!

• A carpentry trade school has successfully commenced to teach 
skills of furniture building, window and door making as well 
as wall and roof framing. When new students arrive, the 
anticipation of learning is firmly imprinted on their faces, 
they are so eager to be poured into. Even the workers come 
early and stay late as they yearn for progress in the community 
and for the development and its impact on their children and 
families.  All of us are wanting what the Lord is offering.

• With two pilot gardens successfully completed, a large scale 
agriculture project is on the horizon.  In addition, when the 
wall is complete, we will bring in cattle, goats, pigs and other 
livestock to teach animal care and food preparation.  

• Meetings over the clinic certification and requirements have 
begun.  We have been in contact with nurses and physicians 
who are willing to lend their expertise, resources and networks 
to reduce morbidity and mortality in the region.

• A rigorous primary school curriculum was donated last year 
and the meetings and planning for implementation has 
begun. This program specifically draws out young minds 
from a limited communist mindset into a broader, abstract, 
problem solving thought process that will create entrepreneurs 
and leaders, thus enabling the community to support itself 
and develop further.

• We see so many children come through to receive bread and 
peanut butter, color in coloring books, play soccer with the 
balls, show us their school work or to help with daily chores 
to feel included, part of something and revel in the love we 
are privileged to give.

More than three years have 
passed since I gave up my 
corporate career to chase after 
this vision and moved into a grass 
hut in the middle of the bush. 
Yes, the healing touch of Jesus 
upon the broken, His peace that 
rests upon the widows and the 
grace that raises up the orphans is 
tangible, overwhelming and more 
than fulfilling.  Yes, the vision is 
huge, the work is progressing, the 
community is developing and the 
needs are great.  As the project 
develops, the Lord has been ever 
faithful to send willing hands and capable help.  Keep in mind, 
we are not offering hand-outs, we are offering a hand up. We 
are going beyond teaching them to fish. Upon completion, the 
vision for Center of Hope is to be completely self-sustaining. The 
people are receiving the necessary and critical tools to flourish and 
they are learning to thrive.   With open hearts and willing hands, 
anything can be accomplished for the Kingdom. You can find 
more information on the progress of the center or to see how you 
can get involved on our website: www.ByTheWayInfo.com 
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We live in a world full of technology. It seems 
that anything we want to know can be found on 
our phone, our tablet, or our computer. Research 
continues in every field of study to gain more 
knowledge.

If in fact we have so much knowledge, why do 
we still have so many questions? Just when you 
think you have all the answers they change the 
questions.  But, there is One who has the answer 
to every question.

In Ezekiel chapter 37, God took Ezekiel to a 
valley. Unfortunately, we find it very difficult to 
learn when we are dwelling on the mountain top.  
We must go through the valley in order to gain 
knowledge. God took Ezekiel to a valley filled 
with dry bones. A valley filled with death; a valley 
filled with hopelessness; a valley with no life—just 
dead, dry bones.

God asked Ezekiel the question, “Can these 
bones live? Ezekiel, do you see any life? Do you 
see any hope?  Are there any possibilities at 

all in this valley?” Ezekiel’s answer was 
simply, “God You know.”  So many times 

I have asked the question, God do You 
know where I am? We all experience 

sickness, unfair treatment, abuse, 
death of a loved 

one, divorce, or some other situation that we 
never thought we would experience.  All of these 
cause us to ask God, “Are you aware of what I 
am going through?” Reality is that God is right 
there with you and He knows which valley you are 
experiencing.

Ezekiel had no way of knowing if those bones 
could live.  Obviously, 
the human mind would 
answer “no.” It would 
be impossible for the 
dry bones scattered 
across the valley to come 
together and form a body.  
So, Ezekiel answered, 
“God You know.” 

God always knows where we are 
and what our possibilities are in life, 
regardless of circumstances. 

by Randy Campbell
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There is a reason Jesus said we must become 
as little children to enter the Kingdom of God.  
As a grandfather I am amazed at the trust (faith) 
my grandchildren have in me.  If Pappy says it, 
it is so.  The other day, my 6 year old grandson 
wanted me to carry him up the stairs from the 
basement. I told him I was tired and he was too 
heavy for me to carry him up all those stairs.  
He replied, “But Pappy you are strong.”  Yes, I 
reached down with one arm picked him up and 
proceeded to carry him all the way up the stairs.  
Our faith in God must be just like my grandson’s 
trust.

God knew where Joseph was when he was 
in the pit. He knew where he was when he was 
in the prison. God saw Daniel in the lions’ den.  

He knew where Jonah was when he was in the 
belly of the whale.  God was in the fiery furnace 
with the three Hebrew children. God even 
knew everything that was happening to Job. 
Rest assured, God is aware of everything that   
happens in your life.  At times we find 
this difficult to believe, yet it is 
true!

God always knows where we are 
and what our possibilities are in life, 
regardless of circumstances. However, 
it requires action on our part to bring 
life to activate life into situations. God 
told Ezekiel to speak to the bones and 
when he did, the bones came together 
to form bodies. God told Ezekiel to speak 
to the four winds, and when he did, life 
came into the bodies. God knew what was 
in the valley. Ezekiel was obedient and was 
able to witness a miracle.  We must listen to 
the voice of God and obey in order for us to 
experience everything God has blessed and 
planned for our life.  When life hits hard, when 

we don’t understand, and when we don’t   
have the answers… God knows.

Randy and his 
wife, Karen, are 

elders at CFC.
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Barren lands replace the fields of 
harvest. The green landscape 
is dry. The cries of physical 

hunger echo through the atmosphere. 
The storehouse is empty. Some of the 
faithful race to the houses of refuge 
that are still standing. The manna 
no longer falls from the throne of 

grace. The sounds of prayer and praise 
grow silent. Bibles gather dust on the 
nightstands of rest. The inhabitants of 
the earth run from the land of blessing. 
They cross the dried up riverbed to get 
to the other side. Yes, they travel to the 
wrong side of the tract. Many search 
for food in unusual places. Famines 

make people do crazy things. Solace 
does not come to the wanderers. Bad 
memories await the rebellious souls of 
worldly drifters.  

Metaphorically, the Bible speaks 
of such a famine during the days of 
the prophet, Elisha. The prophet is 
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known as a man of many miracles. 
A great famine cripples the territories 
of Israel. After ten wars, the king of 
Syria finally besieges the area in the 
Northern Kingdom know as Samaria. 
Things are really bad in this region. 
The famine is devastating. People 
are doing crazy things. The head of a 
donkey can be sold for eighty shekels 
of silver ($51.20). The brains within 
the animal’s head becomes a delicacy 
for the dinner table. If that sounds 
gross to you, think about this: one pint 
of dove dung (bird droppings) could 
be purchased for five pieces of silver 
($3.20). Yes, the droppings were for 
human consumption. As the king of 
Syria surveys his conquest, a woman 
made him a proposition that made 
him rent his clothes. She told the king 
if he would let her join him today and 
dine on his son for the evening meal, 
then she would allow him to eat her 
son on the morrow. The king of Syria 
put on the attire of sackcloth. He sent 
a messenger to the house of Elisha, 
his nemesis, to ask for help. The great 
prophet prays to the Lord of heaven. He 
is informed that joy will come in the 
morning. The answer came just in time!

Today, in our land, can you 
hear the sounds of bickering saints 
echoing in the wind? Our craziness 
has not acclaimed the same level as 
Samaria yet, but churches within our 
boundaries are dining on diseased 
words known as gossip. Backbiting 
is the norm and not the exception. 
In Galatians 5:15, apostle Paul said, 
“... If you bite and devour one another, 
take heed that ye be not consumed one 
of another.” Spiritual cannibalism is 
alive and well in the institutions of 
faith. Have you dined on a spiritual 
brother or sister recently? Don’t allow 

craziness to control you. 
Bread is better than meat. 
Remember when the 
children of God fled from 
the bondage of Egypt. 
Yes, they came out of Egypt, but Egypt 
didn’t completely come out of them. 
They murmured and complained 
about the bread (manna) that fell from 
heaven. They wanted more than just 
angel food. The wanderers hungered for 
meat. What is meat? Is it not flesh? Yes, 
the elect of God wanted more flesh. 
God sent quail. The children of God 
dined on flesh that came from Egypt 
as the bread rotted on the ground. 
They didn’t want the bread because 
they craved the flesh. The rescued ones 
foundered and gorged themselves with 
meat. Then, the judgment came, and 
the flesh eaters died in the wilderness. 
Judgment day is coming soon. What 
does your spiritual appetite crave? Does 
it cry out for more meat (flesh) or more 
bread (Word)?

Does the prophetic Word of God 
tell us of a future famine? Yes! It will 
be a famine of enormous consequence. 
Pray that your lamp is full and you 

are delivered during the 
resurrection of the church. You 
do not want to experience this 
tribulation. Revelation chapter 
six explains the great end-time 
famine to us. It is carried to 

the earth by the black horseman of 
the four-horse apocalypse. It will be 
a time of weeping and whaling. Wars 
will speckle the globe, and there will 
be much shedding of blood. It will be 
a crazy time when people living on 
the earth will witness great sins and 
persecutions. The plague of famine will 
be felt by all who are not in heaven at 
this time. Spiritual and physical hunger 
will abound. Revelation 6:5-6 tells us the 
rationing of food will be commonplace 
during the time of trouble. Bread 
needed to sustain human life will 
cost you a day’s wages. The harvest 

of the field will be controlled by the 
Antichrist. To purchase his bounty, 
you will be required to take the mark 
of death. Will the cries of your hungry 
children, with bloated bellies, cause 
you to take the mark? Will the stench 
of death weaken your resolve to be 
faithful unto God? When you see the 
abomination of desolation occurring 
in institutions of faith, will fear control 
your actions? The cries of slaughtered 
martyrs will echo around you. Do you 
have the courage to die for the One 
who died for you? Great earthquakes 
will shake the earth in diver’s places. 
The elect of Israel will scream loudly for 
the Messiah to come and rescue them. 
Thunder and lightning will invade the 
second heaven. Meteors and falling stars 
will turn the waters of the earth into 
blood. Locust, from hell, will torment 
the unrighteous. Woe angels from 
heaven will give the final altar call.

Are you watching the eastern sky 
for the soon coming of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ? Is your lamp full 
of oil? Listen to the Spirit, and you, 
too, can hear Him coming. The Word 
says He is coming for those who are 
looking for Him. When the world 
hears the thunder, will you hear the 
words “Come up hither?” Every someday 
needs a today plan. Jesus said He would 
rescue you before the time of trouble. 
The question daunting us all is: Are we 
ready to go?

“Are you watching the eastern sky 
for the soon coming of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ?”

“Is your lamp full of oil? Listen to the 
Spirit, and you, too, can hear Him coming.”
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