FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

My Musical
Influences

Sister Gibson (Charity Tab.)

by Pastor Tommy Bates

Pastor Tom and Dottie Rambo

Dottie Rambo

The Singing Rambos

hen I grew up, Psalm 34:1 was more
than just a Bible verse to me—it was
my family’s way of life: “I will bless the
Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my
mouth.”
At a very young age, the Lord blessed me with a
special gift of music, although I initially didn’t know
it. One day as I sat at my grandma’s old upright piano,
my mom, who was sitting on the porch of our home,
heard me say, “Now, Jesus, they tell me You know
everything…then show me how to play this piano.”
According to Mom, I started playing melodies and
chords right there on the spot.
By the time I was eight years old, I was our church
piano
player. Our little country church started singing
Josh, Eric, Pastor Tom, and Andraé Crouch
Dottie Rambo’s songs, and oh how we loved them! In
my teenage years, Dottie’s
songs—“Oh What A Happy
Until we meet again, we will continue to sing your song: “I will bless
Day,” “He Ain’t Never
Done Me Nothin’ But
the Lord, oh my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy name.”
Good,” “March Around the
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Throne,” “Walk Around in New Shoes,”
“Church Triumphant,” “Too Much to
Gain to Lose,” and hundreds more—
always brought me great joy and comfort.
In 1972 at Barbourville (Kentucky)
Pentecostal Youth Camp, our youth
group received a power encounter from
heaven that totally revolutionized our
church. Our teenagers were dynamically
challenged to evangelize the world. Until
then, our philosophy had been “pray and
God will draw them by His Spirit.” We
continued to pray even more because He
revealed to us a greater revelation: “Go!
Go ye into all the world.” Along with that
revelation, we were introduced to a new
wave of music through Andraé Crouch.
The first Andraé Crouch song we
learned was, “The Blood Will Never
Lose Its Power.” This song became the
theme of the great evangelistic fire that
was burning in our souls. The song’s
message was powerful: no sinner is too
low, no one too wicked, no rich man too
high, no experience too detrimental,
that the precious blood from the cross
could not cure. The other Crouch songs
had syncopated rhythms, a musical form
I had learned from my band director.
(That’s right, I was in band for four years.
Although I played the clarinet, I never
learned to read music. My ear was so
keen that I could immediately mimic the
sounds after hearing a song one time.)
Syncopated rhythms were never
heard in our church. Pentecostal people
were known for their fast, powerful,
dynamic music and singing; they had no
experience with this new type of beat. In
September 1973 when revival fire broke
loose that blazed for over six years, we
sang Crouch songs such as “I Don’t Know
Why Jesus Loved Me,” “Through It All,”
“Jesus Is the Answer,” “I Didn’t Think
It Could Happen to Me,” “I’m Gonna
Keep On Singing,” “Just Like He Said He
Would.” When we felt a shout coming on,
Andraé blessed us with the old traditional
Pentecostal song “Can’t Nobody Do Me
Like Jesus.”
I was one of the few, if not the only,
white boy in our culture and fellowship
who had the ability and gift from God
to play and sing Andraé’s music. From
Michigan to Florida, I traveled with a

youth choir of over 80 young people (and
two school buses) preaching and singing
these incredible songs.

Thousands of people,
young and old alike,
were touched by the
message of hope through
Andraé’s music.
On one occasion, we were invited to
sing at Charity Tabernacle, a new church
in Indianapolis, Indiana. With seating for
over 500, the church looked like Carnegie
Hall to us. As we started singing to the
packed church, everyone just sat there—
the unusual rhythms puzzled them. What
is this new sound? Is this strange fire
from Nadab? The tension increased until
Sister Gibson, the pastor’s wife and a
great preacher of the gospel, stood to her
feet waving her handkerchief. With tears
running down her face, she said, “Bless
these children, Jesus!” The power fell and
the service continued until midnight. On
the entire trip home many of us shouted
and spoke in tongues; many prayed in the
Holy Spirit until the sun came up.

Years later, I prayed for the
opportunity to meet Dottie Rambo and
Andraé Crouch. I wanted to thank them
for the impact they had on me as a young
boy in the hills of Kentucky. God made
that prayer a reality. Many years after
I had first learned Dottie’s songs and a
few years before Dottie was promoted to
heaven, she visited our church and our
home where we ate, talked, sang, and had
the best time ever. She shared with me, “I
love to hear you sing my songs; you sing
them with the soul I wrote them with.”
In 2006 I was blessed to be a part of
the revival that broke loose at World
Harvest Church. Pastor Parsley showed
video clips on his weekly Breakthrough
telecast. I’ll never forget the Sunday
that I had this voice message: “Hello,
Pastor Bates. This is Sandra and this is
Andraé Crouch, her twin brother. We
have been watching you on Rod Parsley’s
program and the anointing that is on
you was on our parents. Would you come
to California and preach for us?” Isn’t
God great! I went to California with my
two sons, Eric and Josh; I preached for
Sandra and Andraé on several occasions
and spent a lot of time with them. I
always had an open invitation from
Andraé and Sandra to return to New
Christ Memorial, the church where their
parents served all those years. Andraé
is in heaven today, but his songs will
continue to bless the world. As we have
sung for many years, “Soon and Very
Soon We Are Going To See the King.” Let
us never lose that great expectation—
Jesus, “whom having not seen, ye love;
in whom, though now ye see him not, yet
believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable
and full of glory” (I Peter 1:8).

When I was invited to the
commencement services at the Holiness
Bible College in Export, Pennsylvania,
I sang Andraé’s songs. Then Pastors
Ronnie Harrison, Dennis Slavins, and
LL Collins invited me to be the special
guest at a graduation banquet in Kansas
City, Kansas. During my first trip west
of the Mississippi River, everyone loved
the anointing and the beautiful music
of Andraé as I sang “Through It All,” “I
Don’t Know Why Jesus Loved Me,” and
We love you, Andraé Crouch, and we
many others. That night as I stepped into
are praying for the comfort of the Spirit
the power and sang “He Ain’t Never”
to give Sandra the strength she needs
and “Can’t Nobody,” an absolute Holy
at this time. Until we meet again, we
Ghost explosion occurred! The young
will continue to sing your song: “I will
ladies had stacked their Pentecostal hair
bless the Lord, oh my soul, and all that is
high on their heads, and many of them
within me, bless His holy name.”
had woven their corsages into their hair.
Oh my! Flowers
and bobby pens
Do you need help finding Christ as your Savior?
flew everywhere
as the young
Please contact us at 859-356-8851 or cfcoffice@cfcky.com
ladies shouted and
and we will pray with you.
praised God. What
Editor’s Note: We make every effort to ensure that authors and advertisers reflect the highest
a glorious sight to
principles and credibility. However, the opinions, beliefs, and viewpoints expressed by
authors and advertisers in this publication may not necessary reflect the opinions, beliefs, and
see!
viewpoints of Community Family Church.
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BRIDGING THE GAP MEDIA GUIDE
TELEVISION
NATIONAL BROADCASTS
Station/Network
TCT (DirecTV 377 & Sky Angel 133)
CTN (DirectTV 376 & Dish 267 & Sky Angel 136)
The Church Channel
(DirectTV 371 & Dish 264 & TBN Digital Outlets)
Alabama
Station/Network
Jasper • WACN-TV 16 			
Talladega • WOIL-TV 47
Florida
Station/Network
Ft. Meyers/Naples • WRXY-49/dTV 34
Pensacola/Mobile(AL) • WHBR-TV/dTV 34
Tampa/St. Pete/Sarasota • WCLF-TV 22/dTV 21
Georgia/South Carolina

Date/Time
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Tuesday, 7 p.m. EST
Friday, 9 p.m. EST

Date/Time
Sunday, 9:30 a.m. CST & Wed., 8:30 a.m. CST
Sunday, 9:30 a.m. CST & Thurs., 11 a.m. CST
Date/Time
Thursday, 6:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, 9 a.m. CST
Friday, 11:30 a.m. EST

Station/Network
Atlanta • WATC-TV 57 • (Comcast ch2)
Augusta • WBPI-TV 49
Illinois

Date/Time
Sunday, 10 a.m. EST
Sunday, 8:30 a.m. EST

Station/Network
Decatur • WLCF (various channels-see local listings)
Harrisburg • WTCT

Date/Time
Tuesday, 6 p.m. CST
Sunday, 9:30 p.m. CST

Indiana
Station/Network
Fort Wayne • WINM-TV 63

Date/Time
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Date/Time
Sunday, 8 a.m. EST
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST
Sunday, 10:30 a.m. EST
Sunday, 9:30 p.m. CST

Louisiana
Station/Network
Northeast (LA)/Southern (AR) • KMCT-TV 39
Shreveport, LA • KSHV-TV 45
(Comcast ch9/Dish & Direct ch45)

Date/Time
Tues., 10:30 a.m. CST & Thurs., 5:30 p.m. CST
Sunday, 8:30 a.m. CST

Michigan
Station/Network
Bay City/Flint/Saginaw • WAQP-TV 49
Detroit • WDWO-TV 18 			
Grand Rapids/Kalamazoo/Muskegon • WTLJ-TV 54

Date/Time
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST

Mississippi
Station/Network
Tupelo/Columbus • WEPH

Date/Time
Tuesday, 6 p.m. CST

New York
Station/Network
Buffalo • WNYB-TV 26

Date/Time
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST

North Carolina
Station/Network
Greensboro/High Point/Winston Salem
Lumberton, NC WLPS-TV 7
Raleigh/Durham/Fayetteville • WRAY-TV 42
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Date/Time
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, 8:00 a.m. EST

South Carolina
Station/Network
Charleston • WLCN-TV 18
Greenville(Asheville, NC) • WGGS-TV 16

Date/Time
Tuesday, 7 p.m. EST
Sunday, 8:30 a.m. EST

Tennessee
Station/Network
Chattanooga • WDEF-TV 12
Dyersburg/Memphis/Tri-Cities • WLFG-TV 49
Knoxville • WEZK-TV 28
Knoxville • WKNX-DT 7
(Comcast ch4/Charter ch7/Dish & Direct ch7)
Sevierville/Smokey Mountains • WJZC-TV 22

Date/Time
Sunday, 7 a.m. EST
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST
Sunday, 7:30 a.m. EST
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST

Texas
Date/Time
Station/Network
NEW
Dallas • KTXD-TV47
Sunday, 7:30 a.m. CST
(AT&T, DirecTV, Dish ch47/Time Warner ch24/Charter ch2/Verizon ch18)
Virginia
Station/Network
Abingdon/Grundy • WLFG-TV 49

Date/Time
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST

West Virginia

Kentucky
Station/Network
Beattyville • WLJC-TV 			
Harlan/Somerset/Lexington • WAGV-TV 44
Louisville • WBNA-TV 21 		
Paducah/Cape Girardeau (MO) • CTCT-TV 27

Ohio
Station/Network
Cleveland/Akron/Canton/Kent • WRLM-TV 47
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky • WSTR 64

Date/Time
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST

The Kentucky Voice: April-June 2015

Station/Network
Bluefield/Beckley/Oak Hill • WLFB-TV 40

Date/Time
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST

Canada
Station/Network
Toronto • WNYP
Windsor • WDWO

Date/Time
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST

RADIO
Station/Network
Harlan, KY • WFSR 970 AM

Date/Time
Sunday, 8:30-9:30 a.m. EST

BRIDGING THE GAP ONLINE
If you can’t receive Pastor Bates’ TV program on your TV, log on to the following websites
and watch online:
Date/Time
Network/Website
CTN • www.ctnonline.com 		
Friday, 11:30 a.m. EST
CTN • www.whbr.org 			
Sunday, 9 a.m. CST
CTN • www.wrxytv.com
Thursday, 6:30 p.m. EST
Living Faith • www.livingfaithtv.com
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST
TCT • www.tct.tv 			
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Watchmen • www.watchmenbroadcasting.org Sunday, 8:30 a.m. EST
24/7 Archived Programs
TBN • www.itbn.org

PASTOR’S SCHEDULE

NEWS & INFORMATION

APRIL - JUNE 2015
APRIL
JANUARY
April 2 & 3 @ 7pm: Monroe Full Gospel Church •
Monroe, MI • 734-243-5442 •
www.monroefullgospelchurch.com
April 9 & 10 @ 7pm: CFC Men’s Conference •
Independence, KY • 859-356-8851 • www.cfcky.com
April 13-20: Berkshire (London), England
Crusade with Dr. Joel M. Thomas
April 27 & 28 @ 7pm: Faith Church • Kernersville,
NC • 336-996-3021 • www.faithinthetriad.com
April 30 @ 7pm: Pentecostal Tabernacle Church •
Connersville, IN

MAY

May 1 @ 7pm: Unleashed Youth Revival • Salt
Lick, KY • 859-494-7642
May 3 @ 9am & 11am: The Assembly West
Monroe • West Monroe, LA • 318-387-1500 •
www.firstassemblywm.org
May 3 @ 6pm: Grace Pointe • Monroe, LA •
318-651-7001 • www.ftcmonroe.com
May 4 & 5 @ 6:30pm: Central Assembly of
God • Haughton, LA • 318-949-0010 •
www.centralonthehill.com
May 8 @ 7pm: Cross Road Church • New Castle, IN •
765-529-7101
May 10 @ 6pm | May 11 & 12 @ 7pm: Christ
Temple Church • Huntington, WV • 304-525-2400 •
www.ctcwv.com (Pastor will be at CFC on Sunday morning)
May 14 @ 7pm: Remnant Church • New Castle, IN •
765-520-6270 • www.remnant.me
May 17-20: Spring Revival and Partners &
Friends Conference • See p. 6
May 27 @ 7pm: Princeton Pike COG • Hamilton, OH •
513-867-1995 • www.ppcog.com
May 28 & 29 @ 7pm: Living Rock Church •
Romulus, MI • 734-641-4321 • www.lrchurch.org

JUNE

June 8 & 9 @pm: Lighthouse Christian Ctr •
Eufaula, OK • 918-689-7757 • www.lighthouseok.org
June 24 @ 10am: Perry Stone Partners
Homecoming • Cleveland, TN • 423-478-3456 •
www.perrystone.org
June 24 @ 7pm: Covenant Faith Church • Moody,
AL • 205-640-1197 • www.cfcmoody.com
June 25 @ 7pm: Barbourville Pentecostal Youth
Camp • (Registrar, Allan | 828-200-2040) •
www.bpyouthcamp.com
Dates and times may be subject to change or cancellation. Please contact the
location of the event to confirm date and time before driving long distance. Pastor
Bates’ itinerary is updated on a regular basis at www.tommybates.com.

tommybates.com
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NEWS & INFORMATION
including senior citizens. CFC is now a
designated site in Kenton County for Senior
Citizen Commodity Distribution. Through
on-site distribution and our volunteer
delivery teams we distribute these food
items to over 25 senior citizens. The home
deliveries allow volunteers to actively
connect through fellowship and prayer
to those who are not able to leave the
confines of their homes on a regular basis.

Sow You Know is a communication
campaign at CFC to keep you
informed. These are just some
examples of the many incredible
things going on in the ministry since
January of this year (We can’t fit
them all in this space). To learn more
or to be a part of these and more
awesome ministry opportunities, visit
www.cfcky.com or call the church
office at 859-356-8851, press 0.
CFC Man Enough Men’s Ministry Team
(Sun. @ 10am/Byrley Center)
Hosts spiritual-growth class Man Enough
Academy. Classes are available via YouTube
and Facebook.

Celebrate Recovery (Thurs. @ 7pm)

Averages over 25 people each week. A
team of volunteers meets with individuals
who need spiritual encouragement and
intervention due to hurts, habits or hang-ups
in their lives.

M25@CFC

Offers a variety of “hand-up” opportunities
for widows and struggling single dads and
moms. M25@CFC recently purchased a
kitchen range/oven for a life-long pastor/
evangelist and his wife following a lifethreatening illness. They also partnered
with a local ministry (ReNew Ministries) to
help a young mother who completed drug
rehab with a restart that included furniture,
appliances and other household items.

God’s Cupboard

Provides supplemental food assistance
to over 50 families in need a month, not

Through the Bible (Wed. @ 7pm)
This Christian education and spiritual
growth opportunity is designed to
connect people while encouraging daily
communication with Christ through Bible
reading and prayer. This class is averaging
over 50 people a week at the present who
are reading through the entire Bible in a
set period of time. Online sessions of this
ministry via Facebook have over 200 people
connected from around the U.S.
Young Family Fellowship (Wed. @ 7pm)
• Meets weekly on Wed. evenings for Bible
study and prayer
• Monthly events
• Supports local church events

Divorce Care Ministry
• Meets bi-annually for 13 weeks each
session
• Support group for those in our church
and community
• Covers various topics and offers biblical
guidance, prayer and encouragement for
those who have suffered a divorce

Women’s Ministries Unlimited
• Homemade candy sales in December
provided funds to launch the new
Helping Hands Ministry
• Helping Hands Ministry sponsored a
Mommy and Me Breakfast and made
thirty-three fleece blankets which
were delivered to Cincinnati Children’s
Hospital Hospice Unit
• Donated $4,700 to build a church in
Guatemala
• Sent a donation of $1,200 to missionary,
Sister Shirley Craft
• Registration is underway for our Ladies
Gatlinburg Retreat
• CFC ladies theme for 2015 is “STAND
STILL”

Music Department
• Celebrated Black History Month in Feb.
with the songs of Andraé Crouch such
as Soon And Very Soon, Just Like He Said
He Would, The Blood Will Never Lose Its
Power, Jesus Is the Answer and others.
• Many opportunities are available in choir
and band.

Caring Touch Ministry
• Sent over 200 sympathy, get well and
encouragement cards since January.

Staff Transitions
• Jeff Meadows is now a senior pastor is
Connersville, IN.
• Having served as the staff administration
for many years, Carla Graham has
accepted a new position in the work
force. Bill Carkeek will step in as her
replacement. Bill served 25 years for
the Ohio State
Highway Patrol
and the past
12 years as the
Brown County
(Ohio) Juvenile/
Probate Court
Administrator /
Chief Probation
Officer.

Tommy Bates Ministries
• Hundreds of prayer requests were
received through email, phone lines, and
social media outlets.
• Bridging the Gap TV program reached
countless thousands across the United
States and around the world; our phone
volunteers are reporting that a lot of
pastors are calling in for prayer for a move
of the Spirit in their churches. Online
services are reaching thousands.
• Along with CFC WOW Missions Dept.,
sent funds to Blackfeet Indian reservation
for firewood for tribal elders and food for
homeless.

Social Media
• Over 13K likes on Facebook
• Over 40 countries (representing 27
different languages) have liked or
viewed our posts
• Posts can reach up to 50K people at
one time
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“For My people have committed two evils: they have forsaken
Me, the fountain of living waters, to hew for themselves cisterns,
broken cisterns that can hold no water.” (Jeremiah 2:13 NASB)

In Jeremiah 2 God’s people committed
two evils: they had forsaken and
abandoned God, and they had dug their
own cisterns.
To understand the full impact of this
situation, let’s look a little closer at the
historical context. Jeremiah preached
and lived in a day when the people of
Judah, the southern portion of the nation
of Israel, had turned away from the
Living God to do their own thing. And
God, through Jeremiah, compared this
to digging for themselves cisterns. A
cistern was an artificial reservoir that was
dug in the earth or hewn in the rock for
the collection and storage of water such
as rainwater, runoff water, etc. Cisterns
were very important in the land of Israel
because of the long, dry season with
few natural springs. Because rainfall
was scarce during the summer months,

8
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people had to store water during the rainy
months for the upcoming dry season.
But a broken cistern was practically
worthless! A broken or cracked cistern
could possibly hold a small quantity of
dirty water, but very little, if any! Notice
that the cisterns did not become broken
after some time of holding water. No,
they were broken from the day they were
built—they never held any water!
Maybe we could try to excuse the
people of Judah for digging their own
cisterns. Maybe they were just going
through tough, stressful situations; and
they just wanted to be sure their bases
were covered. But that was only half of
what they did wrong! Trying to construct
an artificial reservoir to collect spiritual
water was bad enough, but to turn away
and reject the water from the life-giving
Spring was tragic! How could anyone in

his or her right mind do such a thing? If
no natural spring existed nearby, digging
a cistern would be the best thing you
could do. If a spring was nearby and
you didn’t know it, you would be pitied
for your ignorance; at least you were
trying to do something. But if you knew
a good spring of running water was
readily available and you deliberately
turned your back on this life-giving source
to construct a cistern, you would be
incredibly, unbelievably insane!
Jeremiah used the illustration of
broken cisterns to show the extreme
foolishness of God’s people, Israel,
who were no longer totally committed to
God and were not depending on Him to
meet their spiritual needs. God used this
illustration to show His people how utterly
foolish and guilty they were when they
turned away from Him. The surrounding

“It’s time to return to the Fountain of Living Waters!”
heathen nations could at least be pitied
when they ignorantly followed lifeless
gods that could not meet their spiritual
thirst. Unlike Judah, these pagan nations
were loyal to their gods! But the people
of Judah knowingly forsook their Source
of Living Water to attempt to drink from
self-made broken cisterns. No wonder
the heavens are called on to “be
appalled” and “shudder with great horror”
(Jeremiah 2:12) at such foolishness, such
evil.
In a discussion about these thoughts,
a good friend, Daren Hicks, shared
some interesting insight and revelation.
In our text, the people had turned to idol
worship, and they were trusting in three
things wrongfully:

to satisfy provision. Then you find the misdirected worship
becomes your prison. Finally, it will be your grave.
God gave the nation of Judah chance after chance to return
to the Lord, but they turned further and further away. In terms of
the illustration, Jeremiah 2:18 indicates that instead of turning
back from the broken cisterns to the Fountain of living waters,
the nation of Judah turned to the river waters of the Nile and
the Euphrates. In other words, rather than turning to the faithful
God of Israel, they looked to the gods and government of
Egypt and Assyria for protection and provision. As a result, the
Lord declared that His people would reap what they had sown
(Jeremiah 2:19). And so Judah was conquered and taken away
into slavery in Babylon (on the Euphrates River) where they
drank the bitter waters they had chosen. In Jeremiah 42-44 the
survivors who were left in the land of Israel ran away to Egypt
against the explicit counsel of Jeremiah and there they died by
the waters of the Nile.

When God gave the first commandment, “You shall have
no other gods before me,” He shared this not only as a
commandment but also for our own good.
WALLET.
How foolish to be involved in the evil of
They were trusting in their own provision instead of trusting
hewing out cisterns! God makes the fresh
God for their provision.
fountains of water, and man makes the
cistern! Cisterns have limited supply, and
WARFARE.
God has a never-ending supply!
They turned to the gods and government of Egypt and

Assyria (their enemies) for their protection and provision.
They were no longer trusting God for their victories.

Isn’t it amazing that even in the New
Testament, Jesus talked about living water
WORSHIP.
to the woman at the well? The woman
Their worship was misdirected…they were worshiping idols. came with an empty water pot and an
empty heart. Jesus made the first move in
asking for a drink of water from this woman. She was astounded
Is it possible that some of God’s people today are guilty
that a Jew would ask someone like her, a Samaritan, for a drink
of the same two evils that the people of Judah committed
of water. She responded by asking Jesus why He would even
in Jeremiah’s day? Is it possible that we’ve become so
ask her for a drink (John 4:10-15).
accustomed to the Living Water that we’ve wandered away from
the Fountain to see if some water is available elsewhere? Have
God wants you to take your eyes off of the well that has been
we foolishly become involved in constructing our own cisterns?
dug
by man, and turn your eyes upon the Living Water that
Wealth, fame, recognition, honor, position, power, pleasure,
comes from God. As long as you go to an empty well, you will
friends, props, traditions, merits, or anything trusted besides
leave with disappointment and discouragement. Every time you
God—these are cisterns at best whose water will putrefy leaving
come to the Lord, you will leave the old water buckets and be
you with nothing but mud and dirt. We try to bring fulfillment to
refreshed with a drink of Living Water (John 7:37-38).
our lives with things and stuff. Any of these things are not wrong
in themselves and can be good and helpful when kept in proper
Let’s decide today not to go back to broken cisterns for
balance. But when we find that we are looking to these things
spiritual
refreshing! Let’s rediscover the value of going to the
for satisfaction and fulfillment in life, a subtle form of cistern
well
rather
than the stagnant, dirty cistern! It’s time to return to
construction is probably going on. You and I know better, but we
do it anyway. We involve ourselves with every project that comes the Fountain of Living Waters! Let’s expect God do a new thing
in us this year (Isaiah 43:19)!
down the pike trying to fill the void that only Christ can fill.
Cisterns were used for provision, prison (Jeremiah 38:6), and
graves (Jeremiah 41:9). Misdirected worship (i.e., addictions
to drugs, alcohol, pornography, shopping, internet, sports,
outward appearance, personal agenda, etc.) at first seems

Beth is an evangelist based in Athens,
Georgia who travels nationally and internationally.
Visit www.bethstephens.org for more information.
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“Meanwhile, Jacob
left Beersheba and
traveled toward
Haran. At sundown
10-17
he arrived at a
(NLT)
good place to set
up camp and stopped there for the
night. Jacob found a stone to rest
his head against and lay down to
sleep. As he slept, he dreamed of
a stairway that reached from the
earth up to heaven. And he saw the
angels of God going up and down
the stairway.

Genesis

28
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At the top of the stairway stood
the Lord, and he said, ‘I am the
Lord, the God of your grandfather
Abraham, and the God of your
father, Isaac. The ground you are
lying on belongs to you. I am giving
it to you and your descendants. Your
descendants will be as numerous
as the dust of the earth! They will
spread out in all directions—to the
west and the east, to the north and
the south. And all the families of
the earth will be blessed through
you and your descendants. What’s

more, I am with you, and I will
protect you wherever you go. One
day I will bring you back to this
land. I will not leave you until I have
finished giving you everything I have
promised you.
Then Jacob awoke from his sleep
and said, ‘Surely the Lord is in this
place, and I wasn’t even aware of
it!’ But he was also afraid and said,
‘What an awesome place this is! It is
none other than the house of God,
the very gateway to heaven!’”

I grew up in Gallatin County in the 1980s.
A large family of brothers and sisters
lived about ten miles out of town in a
non-traditional house both designed
and crafted by their father. Their house
was less than contemporary; its main
identity being more rustic than modern,
possessing a certain flair which could
only be appreciated by the untrained
eye.
Since I was friends with one of the
brothers, a classmate of one of the
sisters, and a good friend of a young
man who dated one of the girls, I often
had the privilege of getting to see the
home’s layout, decor, and furnishings
from the inside. The inside of the home
was as bold as the outside.
At the time I had no idea, but a certain
feature of the home made an indelible
impression upon the
tablet of my mind.
For many years, this
feature has served
as an illustration in
my understanding
of Jesus. I’ve shared
the memory of the
feature time and time
again.

During his sleep Jacob has a
personal encounter with God. I suppose
one could use this as an illustration
concerning the necessity of our
individual need to engage with God for
ourselves. Other than Christ, no one
can redeem us from our own inherent
sinfulness, no matter how hard they try.
My wife and I have three sons. Our
relationship with God serves as an
example to our boys. But it will never
serve as a substitutionary or vicarious
relationship forwarding to them all of
wonderful things God has in store for
their lives. That’s up to them. We can
want it for them, desire it for them, and
certainly do our part in prayer for it to
come to pass; but we can never override
their wills concerning their own lives. The
same holds true for Isaac and Rebekah
where Jacob and Esau are concerned.
After preparing a
makeshift bed, Jacob
goes to sleep. His
encounter with God
involves a ladder
coming forth from
heaven, one in which
Angels are ascending
and descending.
That ladder serves
as a landmark in
Jacob’s life. God’s
existence becomes
more than a story.
The ladder coming down out of heaven
has provided him with his opportunity to
experience God for himself. And Jacob
does what many of us do—he listens to
God’s promises for his life and he begins
to bargain with God.

As he slept,

he dreamed
of a stairway that
reached from
the earth up to

In the largest living
quarter in the home
a hole existed in the
ceiling somewhat
like that which is often portrayed in fire
stations on television shows. However,
there was no pole to slide down; instead,
a ladder was positioned between the two
floors. Remove that ladder, and you had
a first floor and second floor but from
either position no access to the other.

heaven.

In Genesis 28:10-17 Jacob has left
home. Growing animosity between
Jacob and his brother Esau has finally
reached the point of no return. Both
Isaac and Rebekah are in agreement that
Jacob must go to the land of Rebekah’s
family. While living there, he has been
instructed to find a wife.
In this passage Jacob concluded a
day’s journey. With no motels for an
option, he picks a piece of ground and
sets up camp. After securing a rock to
use as both a safeguard and pillow,
Jacob lay down to sleep.

Jacob conveys the terms of his
servanthood with the intensity of a child
at recess; one who promises to be the
friend of another of the less than popular
children as long as that child does
something for the other. The overarching
principle being you do this for me, I
will do that for you. Therein is one of
the greatest pitfalls of servanthood; a
reckless ideology standing in conflicting
contrast to the agape type of love
exhibited by Jesus during his life, death,
and resurrection.
Conditional love, or conditionallike for that matter, is indeed the most

dangerous of all actions, a cancer that
destroys relationships and lives on a
daily basis. The opposite of the golden
rule is no way to offer salvation to a lost
and dying world. A self-interested soul is
a soul doomed for destruction.
Over time, Jacob would grow deeper
in his relationship with God. I would
contend that anything worthwhile takes
time, consistency, and perseverance.
Jesus is the ladder to the upper room
of God. Access to God begins with a
person. That person gave his life for you
and me.
My friends’ house that I mentioned
earlier in this article had a large spacious
upper room on the second floor,
complete with comforts and benefits only
accessible to those who used the ladder
to get there. Heaven is that same way.
It’s a place, friend. Heaven is the upper
room of God. Jesus came to earth to
provide us access to that same upper
room.
We can visit that upper room in
this life for brief moments at least
through the Holy Spirit; brief glimpses
of its furnishings are offered through
experiences. But more importantly,
we can have the security to know that
upper room will be our abiding place
throughout eternity. That is, provided we
trust in the ladder let down by the Father
for us to use. There is no other way. And,
I am glad.

Do you know

CHRIST
today as

LORD

and Savior?

STEVE COOMER
is an associate pastor
at Community Family
Church.
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FEATURED ARTICLE

The signs of the Lord’s Soon Return are now so visible and numerous that it is virtually impossible for
anyone to ignore them. The prophetic pattern has accelerated telling us that time is short. The prophet
Daniel was told that repeated Endtime warnings would, for the most part, fall on deaf ears, but “the
wise would understand.” It was the “wise” virgins in the Lord’s parable who arose and trimmed their
lamps when a distant shout awakened them with the news “the Bridegroom cometh.”

T
O

he “wise” will see the fulfillment of
prophecy in current conditions and prepare
their hearts for the coming “catching away.”
ne of the major stories in 2014 was
the outbreak of an almost always fatal
disease known as Ebola. As 2014 ended, there
were 20,656 confirmed cases of this disease
resulting in over 8,000 deaths according to
the World Health Organization. Last year the
virus spread from Africa to the United States,
Europe, and Australia, and health officials fear
it will become pandemic throughout the entire
world during 2015.
hile diseases have been around since
the fall of Adam, the world has entered
an unprecedented time when so many new
diseases are emerging at once. According to
the World Health Organization, there have
been 39 new pathogens since 1967. A British
health organization recently projected that as
many as 10 million people could die in coming
years from super bugs which are resistant to
antibiotics.
he decades old trend in positive medical
breakthroughs seems to be reversing
as these new plagues gain momentum.
Without an effective means to combat these
new superbugs, plagues like HIV, Ebola,
hemorrhagic fever, Marburg fever, SARS,
malaria, and tuberculosis will continue to kill
multitudes.
his information is alarming, but it should
jolt people into understanding that the
prophesied Endtimes are here. The Lord Jesus
grouped the outbreak of new plagues with the
rise in earthquakes and famines in Luke 21:11.
he Greek word “loimos” is translated
“pestilences” in this verse. A literal
translation of “loimos” is “mysterious disease”
or “plague.” The current plagues have
mysterious origins and spread in mysterious
ways.

W

T
T
T
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n early 2015, the origin of the current
deadly Ebola outbreak was traced to
a burned out tree in Guinea by a team of
German researchers. Their findings appeared
in the EMBO Molecular Medicine magazine.
The tree is located outside a small village
which is home to hundreds of African bats.
This species of bats are actually carriers of
the dreaded Ebola virus. The bacteria is left
in their droppings and contained in their
meat. A two-year-old boy played in this tree
and became the first victim of the current
outbreak.
he consumption of bat-meat by the
villagers infected them with the deadly
virus. From December 2013, when the little
boy died of Ebola, to December 2014, over
20,000 people were stricken and thousands
died from this fast-spreading plague.
t is a mystery how infected bats in a small
village of just 31 houses in a third world
country could be responsible for a global
plague in just one year’s time. Dr. Leendertz,
from the Robert Koch Institute in Germany,
shook his head in disbelief at Ebola’s statistics
and said “this is a rare occurrence.”
e noted that these bats are no longer
in the wild or remote places but have
moved into human settlements. No one
knows the biological particulars of how the
Ebola virus moves from colonies of bats to
kill people. . . it is a medical mystery.
ll of this information underscores the
prophecy recorded in Revelation 6:8.
During the first part of the coming Tribulation,
a fourth of the world’s population will die “by
the sword (war and terror), and with hunger
(crop failure and food shortages), and with
death (mysterious disease), and (literally), by
means of the wild beasts of the earth.”
he beasts of the earth are proving to be the
source of many killer viruses: HIV began

T
I

H

A
T

in green monkeys, the deadly Hantavirus
came from mice droppings, the Bubonic
plagues comes from a species of fleas on rats,
anthrax comes from a spore forming bacteria
found in herbivore mammals that can affect
people just from handling products made from
their hides, and the list goes on. Fully 75% of
recently emerging killer infectious diseases
attacking people originate in animals.
o one knows how many other viruses
are crossing the species line to endanger
humans. The ever-present threat has always
been restrained by God’s Grace, preventing
deadly animal bacteria from striking people.
However, man’s escalating sin and defiance
of God is resulting in the lifting of His
restraining hand.
he committed believer has a promise for
these perilous times which the unsaved
sorely lack. Those who “dwell in the secret
place of the Most High” have been assured
that “no evil shall befall thee, neither shall
any plague come thy dwelling.” (Psalm 91)
t was a bat-infested tree in Guinea that
produced the awful Ebola curse . . . it was a
blood-stained tree in Jerusalem, the Cross of
Jesus, that produced salvation and healing for
all who believe.
f you should perchance read this article and
are backslidden or unsaved, you have little
time to take refuge “under the shadow of the
Almighty.” (Psalm 91:1)

N
T
I
I

John Parish pastors
Lighthouse Christian
Center in Eufaula, OK.
For more information
about his book The
Goshen Factor, visit
www.lighthouseok.org.

FEATURED ARTICLE

“I am the vine, you are the branches. He who
abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for
without me you can do nothing.” John 15:5
One of the most difficult questions
I’ve had to answer when witnessing to a
lost family member or friend is the often
“loaded” question that starts with “Why?”
Essentially it’s the old cliché, “Why do
bad things happen to good people?” This
question takes on a personal meaning with
friends and family who want to know why
the God I serve would “allow their husband
to cheat, then leave?”or “why would such
a good and loving God allow a son or
daughter to be murdered for no reason?”
These are hard questions; but to truly
understand and grow in our relationship
with the God we believe loves and cares for
us, they must be answered. Why? Because
God is often blamed for the bad things
that happen to us. And quite frankly, if
you are blaming someone for something
bad that has happened to you, chances are
you’re not working very hard to further
your relationship with that person.
For many years I agonized over these and
other questions, often wondering where
God was during some of my most difficult
times in life. “Why, if you are such a good
and powerful God, do you allow a child
to be missing, or a mother to stand by and
watch her child battle and then die of drug
and alcohol addiction?”
God gave me the answer one sweet
winter season when my two oldest children
were playing Upward Basketball. They had
received a DVD which put music to all the
scriptures they were learning. One of our
favorites became a tune put to the scripture
of 1 John 1:5; “God is light and in Him
there is no darkness at all.” Although I had
heard this and so many other scriptures

like it before, the verse was taking on a new
meaning for me this time.
You see, the dark things of this world
are not of God. They are lies straight from
“an adversary, the devil (who) walks about
like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may
devour.” (1 Peter 5:8 NKJV)
Although I cannot speak for the lies
Satan tells men, I would assume that he
starts by attacking your abilities to provide:
“You’ll never make enough money. Your
kids and wife don’t need you. You’ll
never find love. You’ll never conquer that
addiction, so don’t even bother.”
As for women, I know the lies Satan tells
us, “You’re not a good mother. Your poor
attitude has ruined your children. You
should be doing so much more for your
family. You’re not as beautiful as her.”
The Bible reminds us that Satan has
come to steal, kill, and destroy, but God
has come so that we might have life and
have it more abundantly. The only way
to survive the turmoil and devastation
caused by the roaring lion is to remain in
the light. (In other words, remain close to
God.) And the beauty of this lies in what
God promises to us: “If you abide in Me,
and My words abide in you, you will ask
what you desire, and it shall be done for
you.” (John 15:4) God has promised to
hear and answer our deepest desires on one
simple condition: remain close to Him.
Make no mistake. God’s word does not
lie, and God is light and in Him there is
no darkness at all. The fact that a storm
could be around the corner for my family

(and maybe yours too) has nothing to do
with whether God is good. He is. Believe
it. Own it. Accept it. And move on. And
once you’re ready to move on, remain close
to God by holding onto scriptures like
1 John 5:4 in your storm; “For whatever
is born of God overcomes the world. And
this is the victory that has overcome the
world—our faith.”
And, my friend, when Satan and the lies
of this world come knocking at your door,
remember “You are of God, little children,
and have overcome them, because He who
is in you is greater than he who is in the
world.” (1 John 4:4 NKJV)
Julie House is a writer,
speaker, wife, and mother
of three. She lives in
Independence, KY, is the
Founder of Equipped
Ministries, and blogs (occasionally) at
www.equipped4him.blogspot.com
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FEATURED ARTICLE
In 1990, I began my training at the Art Academy, but was only able to attend one
semester before I burnt out from trying to work full time at the same time. I took
a break and returned a few times over the next few years. Although I was at the
Art Academy to be trained as a classical fine artist, I had my first taste of graphic
design in 1996, just before I decided to leave the Art Academy for the last time.
I felt like I needed to head down a different road. At the time, I had no idea where
that path would lead. Since I had a fairly good paying job in retail at the time, I
pursued that.

The Guy Behind the

Most things in life always have a way of working themselves out. In 1997, the
retail job dried up, and I started collecting advertising artwork from customers for
my employer’s publication. This is where I had my second taste at graphic design
and really fell in love with it. I purchased my first PC and spent time learning
desktop publishing software like Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator, and Corel Draw.
Since 1997 I’ve been working and learning graphic and web design on my own,
and I have been blessed to work with great people like the Bates Family along
with many others.

GRAPHICS
Many details go into the production of a magazine.
Graphic design is one of the most important elements
that help convey the message in the articles. Since the
inception of The Kentucky Voice ten years ago, Brian
Mitchell of Creation Seven has consistently created
incredible graphics for every issue. To celebrate this
milestone, I interviewed Brian to learn more about “the
guy behind the graphics.”
Jennifer: How long have you worked for Creation Seven, Limited Liability
Corporation?
Brian: I started the company back in 2005, initially part-time, but over the years
it has grown to a full-time company. Creation Seven officially become a Limited
Liability Corporation in January 2013. My job title is owner/graphic designer.
Jennifer: Where did you receive your training for your job?
Brian: I’ve always been an artist as far back as I can remember. I started out
like most children drawing and doodling; but early on my parents and teachers
recognized the God-given talent and encouraged me to keep going with it. I
always felt comfortable drawing, coloring, and painting.
In high school, I became even more active in art and signed up for art classes
as electives. I started to hone my skills with the help of my high school art
teacher, Mrs. Donna Miller. She always encouraged and
challenged me, and she pushed me to send an entrance
application to the Art Academy of Cincinnati, one of the
top fine art colleges in the United States.

Jennifer: Have you faced any major
challenges in designing for The Kentucky
Voice?

Brian: I wouldn’t really say there have been
“major” challenges. Each issue has some
sort of challenge. Graphic design is something I very much enjoy doing, but
as any creative person will admit, sometimes I feel like I have no creative ideas
left in the tank. These creative blocks can be really challenging to push through,
especially when deadlines are involved. However, I’m always stretching my
abilities and expanding my creative skills as I explore for inspiration. Sometimes I
literally have ideas pop in my head while I’m sleeping!

BY JENNIFER FOWEE

Jennifer: What do you enjoy the most about your job?
Brian: The best part is the freedom to push myself creatively and to do what I
really always thought I was put on the earth to do—to create things that inspire
and help others visualize their thoughts or ideas. We each have jobs to do in
body of Christ, and we all must work together knowing that the body of Christ has
many members and all have a part. Some preach, some teach, some evangelize,
and some help the preachers and teachers by creating visuals for their words so
their message makes a powerful impact with those who hear it or read it!
Jennifer: Have you done work for other faith-based ministries?
Brian: I’ve done work, from logos to websites, for many ministries all over the
country. My company’s goal has always been to help churches and ministries
with the visualization of their identities and their respective missions.
Jennifer: Are you involved with any faith-based organizations outside of work?
Brian: My wife Carol and I currently attend church at Impact Life Church in
Florence, Kentucky. We participate in a couple faith-based charities, mainly food
pantries. We have also been active with the Ovarian Cancer Alliance of Greater
Cincinnati (I don’t believe they are faith-based, though) since my wife’s diagnosis
and subsequent remission (healing) of ovarian cancer. We thank Jesus each day
for her healing and for the great medical staff, friends, and family in our lives to
bring about that healing. It truly is a miracle!

Jennifer earned her Master of Science in Nursing as a Family Nurse Practitioner at the University of Cincinnati
in 2013. She is married and attends CFC.
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CHURCH GROWTH

God has blessed Community with a campus of 113 acres of prime real-estate just minutes away from downtown Cincinnati,
the Creation Museum, and the Greater Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky airport. Independence is one of the fastest growing
cities in the state of Kentucky, and CFC needs to be equipped to reap a mighty harvest for the glory of God. CFC’s next
building project is the new Children’s Center or Phase 1 of our future building plans. This state-of-the-art, multi-story
structure will feature multiple spacious classrooms, a large children’s auditorium, check-in and tracking systems, and much
more. As a partner or member of Community, think about how these facilities will change your life and the lives of your
children, your grandchildren, and generations to come.
Will you join us in prayer about your part in helping make this vision come to pass? Pastor Bates has established The
Nehemiah Wall project which will help facilitate the construction of the new Children’s Center and sanctuary. Community
will build a wall identifying the names of everyone who participated in The Nehemiah Wall project. Here’s how it works:
Number of Family Names
1 Family Name
2 Family Names
5 Family Names
10 Family Names
25 Family Names
50 Family Names

Total
$5,000
$2,500
$1,000
$500
$200
$100

$5,000
$5,000
$5,000
$5,000
$5,000
$5,000

To make a donation to The Nehemiah Wall project, mail your contribution (marked NW or Wall) to Community
Family Church/CFC, 11875 Taylor Mill Road, Independence, KY 41051. To make a credit card donation, you can visit
www.tommybates.com or call the church office at 859-356-8851. Your donation of any size will make a difference in the
Kingdom of God.
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION

The George I’m referring to was the first president of the United
States and, of course, one of the nation’s Founding Fathers. Washington
presided over the convention that drafted the U.S. Constitution; the
name given to the first ten amendments was the Bill of Rights. These
ten guaranteed a number of personal freedoms.
The First Amendment to the Constitution reads as follows:
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble,
and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.”
Note that the First Amendment is not just
guaranteeing freedom of religion but also “the
free exercise thereof.”

of the Founding Fathers were Christians, and
by and large, they had a Judeo-Christian ethic
and it came out of the Bible.

Today, however, we’re seeing an increasing
number of instances where the free exercise of
religion is being restricted, particularly toward
Christianity. The secularists who disagree with
Christianity have the free exercise of their own
religion/worldview, but Christians increasingly
are being restricted in their free exercise.

I believe Washington would be horrified
at what is happening in the nation he helped
found. He would be wondering how the First
Amendment could be so misinterpreted. An
amendment that was supposed to guarantee
freedom of religion is now being used to
enforce freedom from Christianity.

This intolerance is now being played out
regarding our life-size Noah’s Ark project,
called Ark Encounter, in northern Kentucky
(Williamstown) and our ongoing conflict with
the State of Kentucky.

This matter of re-interpretation reminds
me of the creation/evolution debate. The facts
involved can be the same, but the interpretation
of them leads to the differences. Just as I
explained in my debate with Bill Nye (TV’s
“Science Guy”) last year, he and I have the same
fossils, the same earth, the same living species—
it’s not the facts that are different in regard to
origins. The difference is the worldviews that
Bill Nye and I hold. My worldview is founded
in God’s Word, whereas Nye’s belief system
is founded in man’s word. We look through
those perspectives (“glasses,” if you will) as we
examine the evidence. Ultimately, there will be
a conflict of worldviews.

AiG is working with constitutional law
attorneys (who are providing their services free
of charge) to counter the state’s decision to
deny the Ark project access to a sales tax rebate
incentive program. The state contends that the
religious nature of our project should somehow
exclude its equal participation in the rebate
program. But Kentucky’s position is a blatant
violation of federal and state law. We have
sued the state in order to retain our religious
liberties.
There are huge implications for other
Christian organizations and individuals
nationwide.
So what would George Washington have
said about our situation in Kentucky (and with
religious liberty as a whole in the USA)? Many

16

The Kentucky Voice: April-June 2015

The same observation can apply to how
the amendments to the U.S. Constitution
are viewed today. The judges who interpret
the law all have the same Constitution, but
the reason laws are being re-interpreted
(particularly the “establishment clause” of the
First Amendment) is because an increasing
number of judges hold to a secular worldview.
Thus in essence they are imposing their secular

worldview (which is really a religion) on
the culture. In this type of legal system, the
Christian worldview will be restricted, and that
is what is happening in many parts of America.
AiG is pursuing legal action against the
state of Kentucky as it attempts to restrict our
freedom at the future Ark Encounter (in both
hiring and the biblical messages we want to
present). For the sake of religious freedom of
all ministries, which should be guaranteed by
the First Amendment, we have headed to court.
AiG is blessed with attorneys who have great
experience in religious liberty cases.
Follow this crucial religious
freedom issue at
AnswersForFreedom.org

Ken Ham directs the Creation
Museum in northern Kentucky
(west of the Greater
Cincinnati Airport).

FEATURED ARTICLE
Jesus said, “In this world you
shall have tribulation.” What a
promise! You will have troubles
in life! Too often we stop there,
but He also said, “Be of good
cheer, I have overcome the
world.” Whatever or whomever
attacks us, Jesus has already
given us the victory.

phone calls to the sick and the
elderly who were homebound.
He would visit and pray with the
other patients on his floor. From
him, I learned where I could go.
During those 18 months,
there were no normal days, but
every day was in God’s control.
My dad drew strength from
Proverbs 3:8: “It (trust in God)
shall be health to thy navel, and
marrow to thy bones.” At one
point when all the family was so
upset and heartbroken, my dad
reassured us that God knew the
ending from the beginning. He
told us if God was not ready for him, nothing
could take him; and if God was ready for
him to go, no one could do anything to keep
him here. Once again, Dad knew where to
go.

Jesus gave His discourse on
being the Bread of Life. He used
parables and the things of life to
teach a spiritual lesson. However,
those that followed Him could
not grasp the spiritual concept
of Jesus being “bread.” However,
their lack of understanding did not negate
the fact that in Christ is everlasting life.
Many left Jesus because they could not
understand His teaching. This prompted
Jesus to ask the twelve whom He had
chosen if they would leave Him too. Peter
answered saying, “to whom shall we go?”
Peter knew Jesus was the Christ, the
answer to every problem in life.
In 1998 I sat with my dad in his hospital
room. I remember that day as if it were
yesterday. My mom had just stepped out
when the doctor walked in. After several
tests, the medical team finally found the
cause of his pain. When the doctor left, I
asked my dad if he understood what the
doctor had said. He responded with a nod
of the head and said, “Yes, if I don’t get a
miracle, I am going the die.” The next time
the doctor came in he said, “Mr. Campbell, I am going to be very
blunt. We are going to blast you with as much chemo as we can to
kill as many cancer cells as we can without killing you.” My dad knew
to whom he could go.

His tenacity was unbelievable. Most
people had no clue what Dad went through
because he never allowed it to show. When
people asked my Dad how he was doing, he
would respond, “I am well.” Even though the
trial was wearisome, he did not let it get him
down. He made sure that God was glorified
through it all.
In April 2000, my family sat around my
dad’s bed in his hospice room. This was
supposed to be a time of great pain for him,
but again God allowed him to rest peacefully
as we took turns reading scriptures to him.
My Dad was healed that afternoon when
God took him to where there is no more sickness or death. Healing
does not always come the way we want. Sometimes, heaven is the
healing for a child of God.

By Randy Campbell

With chemotherapy, Dad might live about 18 months. The
doctors did not know where the cancer of the blood came from and
no cure existed. When I shared the news with one of my neighbors,
he asked me how this affected my faith in God. Without
thinking I said, “I have believed in God all of my life, and
I am not going to stop now.” I knew where I could go.
We may not understand everything that happens
to us in life but God does. Being a minister and former
pastor, I had personally witnessed the effects of
cancer and chemotherapy. I asked God to not let Dad
suffer in pain if he was not going to heal him. For the
next 18 months, my dad spent one week in the hospital
connected to the chemotherapy.
Dad was one of the ministers in his church. During
his weekly hospital stays, he continued to make

God does not always answer our prayers when or how we think
He should, but He always answers. He said He would never leave us
or forsake us. I am so thankful He was there with my family during
Dad’s entire journey. Dad was a prince of a man, and the world lost
another great influence with his passing. As I reflect
on the last 15 years, I realize I would not be the man
I am today or where I am today had my Dad not
passed from this life. The Apostle Paul said, “Nothing
shall separate us from the love of God.” Not even life.
Everyday life. Every time I am faced with a problem or
trial I know to whom I can go.

Randy attends
CFC with his
wife, Karen.

We face many situations on a daily basis.
Sometimes the load seems too heavy! Many of you
reading this article undoubtedly have a story similar
to mine. But rest assured—He never leaves us or
forsakes us. Each and every time we know in Whom
we have believed...and we know where we can go!
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MISSIONS FEATURE

“Awake, you who sleep, Arise from the dead, And Christ will give you light.” See then that you
walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil.
Ephesians 5:14-16 NKJV
ccording to Ephesians 5:16, it is ‘kairos’ (Greek word) time.
Kairos is defined by one scholar as “an exponentially heightened
season of God’s favor where unparalleled opportunities for global
harvest abound.”

sand are left in the hourglass of this dispensation called the
church age.

In essence, Paul is imploring us, “Wake up! Don’t be fools!
Know the time! Evil abounds; so what! The light of Christ
illuminates us! Stop wasting time on things with no eternal
value. It’s later than we think!”

For more than two thousand years, God has been advancing
His kingdom. Never is a day wasted. God’s love for the world is
radical; it demanded action. He responded by giving His Son.
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life.” (John 3:16)

The only resource in short supply for fulfilling the Great
Commission is time. God’s other resources, such as love, grace,
mercy, and power are unlimited! We must redeem the precious
little time we have before Jesus returns. Only a few grains of

Giving His Son was just the first step in fulfilling His plan
for mankind to be redeemed. Just before Jesus ascended into
heaven, He assigned the fulfillment of His plan to the church.
On the Day of Pentecost by the Holy Spirit, Jesus transferred all

18

The Kentucky Voice: April-June 2015

power and authority to the church for
world evangelism. Because Jesus gave it,
we have it!

CFC to make an exploratory trip into the
Amazon River Basin to find out if any
tribes were open to the Gospel message.

Every believer has been charged to carry
the Gospel into the whole world without
excuse. We are debtors to all men; we
owe them the Gospel. We cannot make
them accept the Gospel, but we must
carry it to them. Some of us go and others
have to send; we are joint partners in the
responsibility of going into all the world
to preach the Gospel to every creature.

Four courageous men from CFC, full
of Holy Ghost boldness and the passion
of God for lost souls, traveled up the
Huallaga, Pastaza, and Maranon Rivers,
tributaries of the mighty Amazon,
stopping along the way to visit villages.
The trip was arduous, death threats
were real, and river navigation was
treacherous; but they came back with the
report that a few villages were open to
hearing more about the God who loved
them and sent His Son to die for them.

It seems like the world is coming
unhinged. News headlines read like
excerpts from the Olivet Discourse
in Matthew 24...wars and rumors of
wars, famines, pestilence, earthquakes,
deception, and increasing wickedness. But
congruent with these cataclysmic events
is the promise that the Gospel of the
kingdom will be preached throughout the
world before the end of the age.
The end of this age is at hand. We
are privileged to be living in a specially
prepared time by God where unparalleled
opportunities for harvest abound. Jesus
is coming soon and millions still do not
know about God’s radical love. Tens of
thousands of these unreached souls live
in the upper region of the Amazon River
Basin in Peru, where primitive tribes have
largely been isolated from the rest of the
world for hundreds of years.
God has opened the door of opportunity
for Community Family Church (CFC) to
play a part in evangelizing this area. For
fifty years CFC has been partnering with
Dr. William Pepper as he established
an effectual ministry in other regions
of Peru, but this area has been closed.
Forty years ago Dr. Pepper sent Kusdo, a
young evangelist, up the Pastaza River to
minister the Gospel in the Amazon River
Basin, but he was killed by the one of the
tribes.
With Kusdo’s death, Satan would
continue to keep those precious souls
locked in their ancestral practices of
head-shrinking and cannibalism. In 2011,
Dr. Pepper asked a team of men from

In just three years, forty villages are
meeting regularly to worship Christ.
Churches have been established in
villages like San Antonio, Estrella, Nuevo
Progresso, Primavera, Laurel, Puerto
Algeria, and Miraflores
along the Maranon River.
The light of the Gospel is
at last breaking into the
darkness of northern Peru.
The Amazon River basin is
now on kairos time!

on the street in a conversation between
Pastor Raimundo and Brother Justo.
These men knew Jesus and were eager
to share the Gospel with him. What a
hunger! What an opportunity!
You don’t have to travel to the jungles
of the Amazon to find a man like the one
in the yellow shirt. People who are hungry
for God all around you. Time is running
out. Let us be about the work of the
Gospel, “redeeming the time, because the
days are evil, knowing that Christ shall
give us light” (paraphrase of Ephesians
5:14, 16).
I challenge us to witness boldly, pray
diligently, give generously, forgive quickly,
and love freely in our personal lives, in
our commitment to our local churches,
and to our obligation to world missions!
Let us have no regrets!

After hundreds of years,
the heavens are finally
resounding with praises
from the Kandoshi, the
Wampis, the Shapra, the
Achuar, and the Shawi
tribes, five of the seven
major tribes in this region.
Recently a man in a
yellow shirt made the long
journey from his village to
San Lorenzo determined
to find out more about
this Jesus. His plan was
to walk up and down the
streets, eavesdropping
over conversations until he
heard the name ‘Jesus.’ He
was confident that those
who spoke his name could
answer his questions.
One day he heard the
name “Jesus” mentioned

Charles and Barbara are missionary teachers and members of
CFC. Barbara is a teacher to the nations by the grace of God.

• The Loreto Region is Peru’s largest and northernmost
region and is the most sparsely populated.
• The Amazonian tribes have largely resisted outside
influences.
• Spanish is Peru’s national language, but many tribes
still converse in their mother-tongue.
• No major roads exist into the Amazon River Basin; it is
accessible only by boat and plane.
• Populations have decreased due to inter-tribal warfare
and contagious diseases like measles and mumps.
• An estimated 300,000 people live in remote areas of
the Loreto Region.
• They are bound by superstition and practice
shamanism and witchcraft
• Wariness of outsiders and inaccessibility make
reaching these people extremely sensitive work that
must be undertaken with great wisdom and patience.
• The Amazon Rainforest is home to anacondas, jaguars,
sloths, tarantulas, and over 500 species of birds.
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The sand in the hourglass falls as unrecovered
time evaporates before our eyes. The nuances
of life fly by as we press toward eternity. Our
daily tasks involving employment and family
life go unnoticed. Unaware, angels are working
at recording our life story on behalf of an All
Mighty God. Choices steal our time. Recently,
in my daily Bible study, I discovered Matthew
Chapters 11-14 are simply one day of time in
the life of Jesus. In the Bible we hold most
dear, we are privy only to a small sampling of
our Lord’s greatness. Let’s use the wisdom of
the one-day revelation to capture what really
happens during Jesus’ ministry on earth.

Dan Harris
is an awardwinning teacher,
administrator,
and author who
has worked diligently in both public
education and Christian education.
He has successfully served in
sundry executive positions within
the private business world. He is
an avid student of God’s Word and
servant of Jesus Christ.
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Jesus is an early riser. We know that His
life reflects perfect order and can assume
His first daily function is to pray to the
Father. The Lord plans the daily activities.
Jesus is the faithful servant, who more
than likely prepares the morning meal.
At the dawning of the day, Jesus
begins to teach His disciples. The
followers of John the Baptist come with
questions from John, the forerunner
of Christ, who is in the custody of King
Herod. John desires to know if Jesus is
the promised Messiah. Jesus tells John’s
disciples to tell him to evaluate what he
hears and sees. The disciples leave, and
Jesus returns to teaching his disciples
once again, speaking of John’s greatness
and that John is the hinge between law
and grace.
On this day, the Lord explains to His
chosen the reason why He came to the
earth: to establish the Kingdom of God.
Because Jesus sees confusion on the
disciple’s faces, He teaches on unbelief.
The simplicity of His message confounds
the wise, but brings understanding to
the meek. The morning classes end with
a lesson on discipleship in which Jesus
shares the importance of being yoked to
the Savior of the world.
When noon arrives, Jesus and the
apostles are hungry. They walk through
a cornfield and pluck a few ears of corn.
The Pharisees arrive after journeying
approximately five miles to spy on the
activities of Jesus. The hypocrites are
hoping for a religious got-you-moment.
When they see Jesus and the apostles
plucking corn, they say, “Don’t you know
the laws of the Sabbath forbid such
activity?” The Lord rebukes them for their
lack of wisdom. He refers them to a time
when King David ate the shewbread in
the Holy Place with his mighty men when
they hungered. Jesus also refers them to
the true law recorded in Deuteronomy
23:25: “When thou comest into standing
corn of thy neighbor, then thou mayest
pluck the ears with thine hands; but
they shall not move a sickle unto thy
neighbor’s standing corn.” Now you
know why Jesus calls them hypocrites

fourteen times in Matthew. The Pharisees
leave mentally wounded seeking another
venue to prove Him wrong.
As Jesus journeys to a synagogue,
the Pharisees follow, still hoping for a
got-you-moment. A man with a withered
hand is there. The Pharisees set out a
trap by pointing out the man to Jesus,
and ask if it is lawful to heal on the
Sabbath. To their dismay, Jesus says,
“It is lawful to do well on the Sabbath.”
And then the Lord heals the man with
the withered hand. The Pharisees hold
counsel privately and plot to kill Jesus.
That same afternoon, multitudes come
to see the Great Physician and He heals
them all. Jesus asks the crowd to remain
silent and not make known the miracles
they had just witnessed. The Lord is
literally fulfilling the prophecy in Isaiah
42:1-4. The meek see His greatness.
They bring one to Him who is blind and
deaf. The people are amazed as He heals
the unhealable. The Pharisees inform
the masses that the healing power of
Jesus comes from the prince of devils,
Beelzebub. Jesus expounds the truth
regarding their accusations, and the
hypocrites look like fools before the
people.
The great Rabbi teaches the people in
the synagogue. He speaks of blasphemy
to the Holy Ghost, controlling the
tongue, the parallel of His life and the
life of Jonah, and how the Messiah will
depart from the Jews because of their
unbelief. Jesus leaves the temple in late
afternoon and journeys to the shores
of the Sea of Galilee. Great multitudes
follow Him. He goes into a ship and
ministers from its deck. He shares much
wisdom with the people through the
following parables: Parable of the Sower,
Parable of the Wheat and Tares, Parable
of the Mustard Seed, Parable of the
Leaven, Parable of the Hidden Treasure,
Parable of the Dragnet of the sea, and
Parable of the Householder.
When Jesus finishes His teaching,
He sails to Nazareth, His hometown.
He goes to the synagogue where they

reject His message again. Even though
He performs many mighty works before
them, they are full of unbelief. While
there, messengers come with the news
Herod has beheaded John the Baptist.
Jesus is distraught. He gathers His
apostles and journeys back across the
Sea of Galilee to friendlier shores. As
Jesus arrives, the multitudes race from
surrounding cities to the shoreline; they
just can’t get enough of the Master.
Jesus is moved with compassion, and He
heals the sick.
It is late evening. The apostles tell
Jesus to send the people away. The
Lord refuses to send them away hungry.
A small lad gives Jesus his kid’s meal
consisting of five small loaves of bread
and two fish. After the Lord breaks the
bread and divides the fish, he feeds
five thousand men plus women and
children to the full. Then the disciples
gather twelve baskets of fragments
and place them in the belly of the ship.
The Lord did not intend for them to eat
scraps of bread and fish bones. Instead,
the leftovers serve as a faith-building
memory of the great miracle of the day
for the chosen of Christ.
We all know the rest of the story. Jesus
goes up on the mountaintop to pray. The
disciples get in a ship and journey toward
another shore. A mighty storm comes
up, but the apostles still lack the faith to
stop the storm. As Jesus comes to them
walking on the water, they think He is
a ghost of a dead fisherman coming to
claim their souls. When the Lord speaks,
they recognize His voice. Peter wants
to walk on the water too. Jesus tells
him to come. Peter gets out of the boat
and takes a giant step forward, but the
storm scares him as he begins to sink.
Jesus helps Peter back into the ship and
rebukes him for his lack of faith. When
Jesus gets on board, the wind ceases to
blow. They worship the Lord. Now, they
know Jesus is the Son of God.
All of this occurs in a twenty-four hour
period of time. Are our days lacking?
What can we do with just one day of
time?
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Debt has become a way of life for many Americans. We mortgage our
homes and furnish them using “90 days same as cash.” We finance our
cars and use charge cards to keep them filled with fuel. We take out college
loans for education and use credit cards for most of our other purchases.
Advertisements tell us that credit cards are accepted in most places
worldwide and can be used for almost any purchase. They also try to
persuade us that using cash is inconvenient. We justify using credit cards
because we can pay them off every month while earning a cash-back
bonus, sky-miles, or some other incentive. However, statistics show that
most of us do not pay off our credit cards every month, resulting in deeper
debt over time.
Personal finance is only 20% knowledge and 80% behavior. Because
no one plans to have financial troubles, let’s seek Biblical wisdom, rather
than advertisers, to help us change our behavior and make better financial
decisions.
“The earth is the Lord’s and all its fullness ” Psalm 24:1 says all that
we own belongs to God. God has made us stewards, or managers, over
what He has given us. He wants us to be responsible stewards because He
loves us and trusts us with His possessions.
“In the house of the wise are stores of choice food but a foolish man
devours all he has.” Proverbs 21:20 instructs us to save. The personal
savings rate fell to -2.2% which means we are spending more money
than we make. This negative savings rate is largely due to using credit
for impulse buying. The Bible says it is foolish to
spend all that we have; we are wise to save. Many
financial planners recommend that we set aside a

minimum of three to six months of living expenses as an emergency fund.
I challenge you to set up an emergency fund with a minimum of $500$1,000.
“The rich rules over the poor and the borrower is servant to the
lender.” Proverbs 22:7 tells us that we should stop borrowing money if we
want to control our finances. If we have money in savings and use cash for
purchases, we can work our way out of debt.
“For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down
first and count the cost, whether he has enough to finish it.” Luke
14:28 instructs us to develop a written budget or spending plan. We should
carefully and thoughtfully plan how to spend our money. For every dollar
of your paycheck, assign a category, such as tithes and offerings, savings,
and basic necessities. Then, follow the plan and watch your spending and
saving behaviors change.

God wants to bless us financially. However, we must be
good stewards of what He gives us, including our money.
To live debt-free, follow these steps:
1. Start an emergency fund with a minimum of $500$1,000. Add money to the fund as you can.
2. Stop borrowing money.
3. Develop a written spending plan (or budget) that
includes paying off any debt.
4. Seek God’s direction for every purchase and for your
savings.

Pam Schierberg is a Certified Financial Counselor as well as a CPA. She received her Accounting Degree from
Northern Kentucky University.
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WHY
YOU
SHOULD
LAUGH
MORE
By Brooke Griffin

“A merry heart does good like a medicine: but a
broken spirit drieth the bones.” — Proverbs 17:22

You can usually tell if you’ve had a great day based on how much you’ve laughed. A deep stomach-aching, cheekshurting, can’t-breathe-and-tears-streaming-down-your-face laugh is one of the best feelings in the world and helps not
only your mood but also your health! Even Job was reminded that the Lord would fill him with laughter and his lips with
shouting (Job 8:21). Researchers have discovered that laughter has similar effects to exercise; both activities require
you to stretch muscles throughout your face and body, your pulse and blood pressure rises during both exercising and
laughing, and you breathe faster, which sends more oxygen to your tissues. Recent research has even shown that one
minute of hearty laughter can raise your heart rate to the same level that 10 minutes on a rowing machine or similar
weight lifting machine can do. Here are a few more reasons why you should add laughter to your exercise regimen.
Lowers blood pressure. For those who suffer from high
blood pressure, get out the comics from your local newspaper.
Even those who don’t have a high blood pressure can decrease
their risk of strokes and heart attacks!
Reduces stress hormone levels. Have you ever noticed that
having a quick laugh with a friend can help you feel less stressed
out? Laughing helps to lower your stress hormone levels, which
cuts down on how much anxiety and stress is affecting your
body. Laughing can even make your immune system work better
and faster!
It’s a fun ab workout. Laughing works the same muscles in
your stomach as your ab workouts do! Laughing expands and
contracts those ab muscles while giving your other muscles a
little relaxation time.
Improves cardiac health. Laughing helps to get your blood
pumping and provide a great cardio workout. Maybe you have
been ill or injured yourself? A good laugh can burn about the
same amount of calories per hour as you would if you walked at
a slow pace. Remember what the Psalmist David said, “Be glad
in the Lord, and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you
upright in heart (Psalm 32:11)!

Boosts T cells. Your T cells are specialized immune cells
just waiting in your body, ready for you to activate them at any
moment. Laughter is just one of those things that can activate
your T cells. Once they’re activated, your T cells divide rapidly
and start to help your immune system fight off sickness.
Triggers release of endorphins. Endorphins are your body’s
natural painkillers, and you can release them by having a laugh
or two. They can help to ease chronic pain and make your body
feel better all over.
Produces general sense of wellbeing. Doctors have figured
out that people who have a more positive outlook on life tend to
fight colds and diseases better than those who have a negative
outlook. You can increase your own outlook on life by adding a
bit of laughter to it. You will be surprised
when you start to feel more positive
and have an increased sense of overall
wellbeing! So, be sure to crack a smile
every once in a while and try to laugh once
a day—doctor’s orders!
Brooke attends CFC and focuses on faith,
her son, and empowering women in health
and happiness. She is the proud mom of
one fabulous little 4 year old, Easton Jack.

Sources: WebMD and Gaiam Life

The Kentucky Voice: April-June 2015

23

CHRISTIAN LIVING
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arriage is one of the oldest institutions in the Bible.
It is not a human institution, but a divine institution.
If marriage were of human origin, we would have
the right to decide the kind of marital relationships
to choose and the guidelines for those relationships. However,
God established marriage at the beginning of human history, as
the Creator of marriage, God has the right and authority to outline
the principles that govern marriage, as Christians, the Bible must
be the standard or authority for guidance in all areas of our life.
Psalm 119:105 says, “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light
unto my path.” The word of God is the foundation that we build
our lives and marriages upon. It is our starting point as believers
when we deal with or discuss life issues such as marriage and
family. The Holy Bible gives us the true definition of marriage
and our role as husbands and wives, not humanistic philosophy.
As believers in Christ, our worldview concerning marriage must
come from a Biblical perspective.
Let’s look at a few guidelines in the Bible concerning marriage.
Genesis 2:24 says, “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his

mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one
flesh.” This is the first instruction that God gives concerning
marriage in Genesis. When you enter into a marriage, no other
relationship, other than your relationship with the Lord, is to
take precedence over your marriage.

In Ephesians, the Apostle Paul gives some important
information to wives that people often overlook. The latter
part of Ephesians 5:33 says, “and let the wife see that she
respects her husband.” Ladies, respect, for most men, is very
important. I think that the desire for respect is something that
God has wired into all men. Most men work to earn the respect
of their peers, family, friends, and wife. No man wants to be
disrespected. If respect wasn’t important to men, then God
wouldn’t have put that verse in the bible.

In Genesis 2:24, God tells us to leave and cleave. For some
people, leaving home is a hard thing, especially when you have
a great relationship with your parents. Leaving doesn’t mean
that we forsake our parents. We should still honor our parents
as the Bible instructs; and they can remain a part of our lives,
For me personally, I desire my wife’s opinion and respect her
but in a different way. To cleave means to adhere firmly and
more than anyone else besides the Lord. The Merriam-Webster
closely. Becoming one flesh is not just about a physical union;
Dictionary defines respect as the following:
it also means to become and operate as one
unit. For example, even though my family
A feeling of admiring someone or something that is good,
has four members, we operate as the Taylor
valuable or important, etc.
family—four members, one family unit. When
we become one flesh with our spouse, we
A feeling or understanding that someone or something
should no longer live and operate independently
is important, serious, etc., and should be treated in an
of our spouse; we must operate as one unit. We
appropriate way.
have to die to independent living. This doesn’t
A particular way of thinking about or looking at something.
mean that we lose our individuality, but we
place the needs of our spouse ahead of our own
I understand that in order to get respect, we as men must earn
needs, for the good of our marriage. When
it; we must do respectable things. The first part of Ephesians
couples don’t do this, problems may occur.

5:33 says, “nevertheless let each one of you in particular so
love his own wife as himself.”

1 Peter 3:7 has some interesting insight for
men concerning their wives. The scripture says,
“Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding,
giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as being
heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be
hindered.”

Over the past 26 years of marriage, I have learned that
women are wired totally differently than men. Their needs
are significantly different than a man’s needs. Women have
a different perspective and feelings about certain things and
typically show more emotions than men do. They even speak a
different language sometimes. Have you ever had your wife tell
you what she wants and you do exactly what she says, and she
still gets mad at you? Even though she tells you one thing, you
are supposed to know what she really wants. It takes years of
practice to interpret what your wife is really saying; but if you
stick with it, you will eventually figure it out.
Dr. Gary Chapman wrote about this very subject in his book
entitled The Five Love Languages. Dr. Chapman says that
each person has a primary and a secondary love language. He
designed a questionnaire, and included it in the back of his
book, to help you discover what your and your spouse’s love
languages are. With his definitions of each love language, I
have gained some tremendous insight from this book; I better
understand myself and what my wife is really saying to me.
The more we can understand and learn about our spouse, the
stronger and happier our marriage can be. Then we can dwell
with them with understanding as the Bible instructs us to do.

Guys, if we love our wives as we do ourselves, then our
spouse should respect us as we desire. I have heard Pastor Tom
say many times, that the primary need for a woman is to be
loved and the primary need for a man is to be needed. A man
not only needs to feel needed but also respected by his wife.
Ladies, if you want to enhance your relationship with your
husband, then I challenge you to uplift, encourage, and show
respect to your husband,
I have heard Pastor Tom
not only privately, but
publicly. Here is a little
say many times, that the
primary need for a woman secret for you: Men have
a tendency to do more
is to be loved and the
if you brag on them or
primary need for a man is pat them on the back,
to be needed.
especially in public.
Luke 6:31 says, “and just as you want men to do to you, you
also do to them likewise.” If we would practice this scripture
with our spouse, then I believe that all of our needs as a
husband or wife would be met and our relationship would go to
the next level. If each of us will follow the instructions in God’s
word concerning marriage and keep Him first
in our lives, then we will be blessed with a
happy and fulfilling marriage.
Terry Taylor is an associate pastor at
Community Family Church
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