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One of the most difficult things for 
us to understand is the fallen nature of 
mankind. So what does fallen nature 
mean? As creationists, we believe 
man (Adam) was formed in the image 

and likeness of God. God, our Father, loves us; and His 
eye is upon us. But this perfect man described in Genesis 
disobeyed God. When Adam sinned against the Father, 
he immediately hid himself in the Garden of Eden. Even 
though the omniscient God knew exactly where Adam was, 
God called out, “Adam, where are you?” God wanted Adam 
to realize where he was. Adam was in the same beautiful 
garden surrounded by the same awesome portraits of 
creation, but something had drastically changed. Adam 
had fallen from his relational position and created a 
separation between himself and his Creator. The sin nature 
now became active within Adam. God is holy and cannot 
sin, so Adam’s fallen nature placed him in a realm of 
constant struggle.

Those of us who have heard the gospel of Jesus Christ 
and have believed upon Him for salvation know that God 
restored our broken relationship through Jesus Christ. 
Jesus came—without sin—to this earth from heaven in the 
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form of man. Jesus sacrificially gave His life on the cross 
as a substitutionary offering to make a covenant with fallen 
mankind. Through Jesus Christ the entire world has access 
to this great salvation to overcome the fallen nature of sin 
that dwells within each of us.

The Bible tells us that we are born again of God and have 
overcome the wickedness of this world’s system because 
“greater is He that is us than he that is in the world” (1 
John 4:4). The Scripture also teaches in Colossians of this 
glorious mystery that Christ lives within us and causes us 
to anticipate and expect His glory to be revealed in our 
lives. We have been saved! But we must deal with this fallen 
nature until the last breath goes out of our bodies. 

The scripture refers to the fallen nature as the flesh, 
meaning all flesh. All humanity is fully capable of every 
imaginable act of wickedness. Many individuals in today’s 
generation declare “I’m a good person. I don’t hurt anyone. 
I pay my bills. I keep to myself.” In reality, those individuals 
are only living out the effects of a positive environment. If 
those same people were moved to a hostile society, their 
good deeds would most likely turn into malicious acts of 
survival. Within a very short time, they would realize how 
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much evil could come erupting out of their lives like lava out 
of a volcano. Thousands of brothers and sisters in Christ 
are living in the cruelest, hostile, and evil environments, yet 
the love of God flows out of them. The difference is total 
dependency upon the Savior who lives within them (and 
us). All of us must come to the revelation that in my flesh is 
no good thing. James 4:7 says, “Submit yourselves unto 
God, resist the devil and he will flee from you.”

So where do war, hate, and murder come from? From the 
fallen nature of mankind. God commands us as Christians 
to come out from among this world system. We cannot be 
blended into this world’s system of fleshly lust, passions, 
and cravings. Whenever we are a friend of this world, we 
become the enemy of God; and His grace cannot work in 
us. If we call on our Savior, God’s grace exceeds the issues 
working against us. 

It appears the modern church has accepted a form of 
godliness but without the power of God. What is the power 

of God? The power of God is the Holy Spirit dwelling in a 
believer to change his or her lifestyle from darkness into the 
glorious life of Christ. Can fresh water and salt water come 
out of the same well? Can apple trees produce oranges? 
Can blessings and curses come out of the same mouth? 
The simple answer to each of these questions is “no.” In 42 
years of ministry, I never thought I would ever witness so 
much cursing and filthy talk from Christian leadership. This 
behavior is not a testimony of true salvation. 

The end-time events coming upon this earth are going 
to cause the righteous to shine like stars in the darkness 
of night. Don’t trust your own goodness, talents, and gifts 
to survive the blackness of evil coming upon the earth to 
reveal the anti-Christ. Let this day be a day of declaring that 
only Christ in me will sustain me. 

Do you need help finding Christ as your Savior? 
Please contact us at 859-356-8851 or cfcoffice@cfcky.com 

and we will pray with you.

God called out, “Adam, where are you?” God 
wanted Adam to realize where he was.
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JANUARY-MARCH 2015
PASTOR’S SCHEDULE

JANUARY
January 19 @ 7pm
Happy Gospel Church • Bradenton, FL •
941-756-6942 • www.happygospelchurch.com 

January 21 & 22 @ 7pm
Living Waters Church • Eagle Lake, FL •
863-401-3024

January 23 @ 7pm
Central FL COG Regional Prayer Conference 
held at Plant City COG • 813-620-3366
www.flocog.cc 

January 26 & 27 @ 6pm
Bahamas Crusade (Mt. Zion Baptist Church) •  
Sandy Point, Bahamas • 242-454-4897 

January 28 @ 7pm
Bahamas Crusade (Dundas Town COG) • Marsh 
Harbour, Bahamas • 242-367-4719 or
242-457-5745  

January 30 @ 7pm
Southeast FL COG Regional Prayer Conference 
held at All Nations Life Development Christian 
Center COG •813-620-3366 • www.flocog.cc

FEBRUARY
February 9 @ 7pm
Word of Life Gospel Min. • Carrollton, GA • 
678-664-1477 • www.wolgm.com 

February 10 @ 7pm
The Church @ Warhill • Dawsonville, GA •
706-216-3080 • www.warhill.com 

February 23—March 2
Guatemala Missions Trip • Peten, Guatemala 

MARCH
March 25-28
CFC Youth Conference • www.cfcky.com for 
more details 

FEBRUARY

MARCH

Dates and times may be subject to change or cancellation. Please contact the 
location of the event to confirm date and time before driving long distance. Pastor 
Bates’ itinerary is updated on a regular basis at www.tommybates.com.

tommybates.com

The Kentucky Voice:  January-March 2015 5

NEWS & INFORMATION

Jehovah M’Kaddesh means “The Lord is My Sanctifier.” God has set us apart as a peculiar 
people, a holy nation, and a royal people that we should give Him praise. He has sanctified us 
by His blood, the Word, and the Holy Spirit—we are definitely set apart by our Savior. He is my 
sanctification, that is what Jesus Christ has done for me; but to be used in the Kingdom of God, 
I must consecrate myself. I must put my body in subjection through prayer, fasting, and giving. 

This time of 40 days of consecration at the beginning of the year will determine the productivity 
of the other 325 days. I know it for sure! I’ve done it, God honors it, and the results are incredible! 
Use wisdom and do only what you are capable of doing. Some folks fast one day a week; others 
give up soft drinks, candy bars, and junk food (might I suggest for the well being of your temple 
that you try fasting these items the majority of the year) or some other food; others fast the 
24-hour Jewish fast, the Esther fast, or the Daniel’s fast. Determine what to do as unto the Lord 
that this year will bring the blessings of the cross of Jesus upon your family. “They that hunger 
and thirst after righteousness” shall be filled! (If desired, contact the church office for more 
information concerning the different types of fasting.)

JANUARY
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hrist warned His 
disciples that the 

enemy would attempt to “choke 
        the word of God from 

growing within their 
heart, by using the cares 

of life, the deceitfulness of riches, 
and the lust of other things” (Mark 
4:19). In the lives of dedicated 
believers, there are few who are 
extremely rich. Most are classified 
as lower, middle, or upper middle 
class in their economic status. 
My observation is that few who 
truly love Christ are being turned 
away by the lust of other things. 
However, there are countless 
people who are overwhelmed by 
the cares of this life!

The Greek word for cares, 
merimna, is said to be connected 
to the Greek word merizo, 
meaning “to draw in a different 
direction, to distract.” This 
word is a description of our 
society. We have Internet, cell 
phones, computers, and many 
technology gadgets intended to 
make life easier, but really just 
cause us to become busier and 
more distracted. When Christ 
was ministering in the home of 
Lazarus, Mary sat at His feet to 
feed off the living bread that 
Christ was presenting through 
His word. Her sister, Martha, 
was cooking in the kitchen and 
rebuked Mary for not being 
concerned about the meal. 
Martha was “cumbered,” (Luke 
10:40), which is an old English 
word in the King James that 
means “to drag around and be 
distracted.” The word cumbered 
in the Greek means “to be overly 
occupied about a thing.”

Thus, cares are those little foxes 
in life that come running at us 

throughout the day—the planned 
and unplanned events that build 
up, causing our focus to break and 
spread us thin as we move from 
one situation to another. Soon, 
the sun is setting and we feel we 
haven’t accomplished anything, 
as distractions detoured our 
assignments. The cares of life can 
choke the word. It is choked as 
our time with God in prayer, Bible 
reading, and fellowshipping with 
other believers is taken from us as 
we deal with problems of life. 

The Apostle Peter told us to 
cast our cares upon the Lord. In 
Peter’s early apostolic ministry, 
he was directly targeted for an 
irreparable fall from Satan himself 
(Luke 22:31). Christ exposed 
the plot and made intercession 
on Peter’s behalf to prevent a 
spiritual disaster (Luke 22:32). 
Peter understood Satan’s subtle, 
yet dangerous tactics when he 
wrote in I Peter 5:8, “Be sober, be 
vigilant; because your adversary 
the devil, as a roaming lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he 
may devour.”

After receiving the Holy Spirit 
on Pentecost, Peter warned the 
people to “save themselves 
from this untoward generation” 
(Acts 2:40). The old English word 
untoward is the Greek word 
skolios, which means “to twist, 
to wind, or to warp something.” 
The idea is that the thinking and 
lifestyles of perverted individuals 
can begin to twist and warp the 
thinking of believers, if we don’t 
save ourselves or run in the 
opposite direction of the wicked 
thinkers. The fact is that the 
enemy will smother you with so 
many cares that he will “have you 
in knots!”

FEATURED ARTICLE
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How to “Cast Your Cares”

There are many places in the New Testament 
where “casting” is mentioned. Here are several 
significant examples:

• Christ spoke the parable of the net being cast into 
the sea (Matthew 13:47).

• Blind Bartamaus cast aside his garment when 
Jesus called for him (Mark 10:50).

• Christ instructed believers to heal the sick and cast 
out devils (Mark 16:17).

• Paul wrote that we should not cast away our 
confidence in the promises of God (Hebrews 
10:33-35).

• Peter told us to cast our cares upon Him because 
He cares for us (I Peter 5:7).

When we read the word cast in these passages, 
we assume it simply means to throw something. 
However, in the Greek language there are several 
different words translated as cast or casting; and 
these words all have a slightly different meaning. 
There are two words we need to be familiar with 
that are translated cast or casting. One is the Greek 
word ekballo, which means to “throw something 
out, or cast it out.” It is used frequently in the four 
gospels when evil and unclean spirits were cast out 
of individuals (Matthew 8:16, 31, 33; Matthew 10:1, 
8; 9:33). The second word is epirrhipto from the root 
word rhipto, meaning “to throw something with a 
jerking motion in a particular direction.” The word 
is used when people “cast down the sick at Jesus’ 
feet” (Matthew 15:30). The word epirrhipto is also 
found when people were casting their garments on 
the colt (Luke 19:35).

Cast is the word Peter used when he said to cast 
your cares upon the Lord! It does not mean to throw 
up your hands and say, “I can’t take this anymore.” 
It means to pick them up and throw them toward 
Christ!

Crying Out Unto the Lord

Many times through the Bible, believers with dire 
needs and circumstances would literally cry out unto 
the Lord with a loud voice and at times with tears 
(Judges 3:9; 4:3; 10:10; Psalm 107:6; 13; Matthew 
14:26; 15:22; 2:30). The significance of why crying 
moved the Lord toward a person is found in the 

Psalms, when David revealed that God cannot refuse 
a “broken spirit and contrite heart” (Psalm 51:17, 
15). Isaiah wrote that He is “near to them of a broken 
heart and a contrite spirit” (Psalm 34:18). When a 
person is contrite, their spirit is humbled; and God is 
always moved by our sincere humility. If we humble 
ourselves, we will eventually be exalted (James 4:10; I 
Peter 5:5-6).

In the New Testament, the multitudes were so large 
that at times it was difficult for the sick to work their 
way through the wall of people who were attempting 
to see or touch Christ. In one instance, a blind beggar 
from Jericho heard Jesus was passing by and began 
yelling, despite the people around him who were 
telling to be quiet. Jesus heard his cry, moved toward 
him, and healed him (Mark 10:46-52).

Casting Your Cares

Casting your cares upon the Lord means to pull all 
of your cares, distractions, and hindrances together at 
one time and thrust them from your mind and spirit at 
the feet of Christ. Some say, “But the circumstances 
are still there.” That is true, but this action by faith 
helps you release the pressure of the cares; and by 
giving them to Christ, the Holy Spirit will release the 
inner struggles and bring peace. If there has ever been 
a time in which believers must learn this truth, it is now.

Years ago we had outgrown our ministry facility. 
Boxes were piled upon boxes and, in some offices, 
there was barely enough room to sit at a desk. I spent 
six months getting stressed out about where to move 
and struggled to find a larger building for sale. After 
six months I cried out to the Lord and said, “I quit. I 
can’t find it. You find it!” I sensed Him saying, “I’ve 
been waiting for you to say that.” The following week 
I sat in a restaurant in town and learned that very 
building was for sale. We purchased it before the year 
ended, and it served us well for several years. Only 
when I released the burden to the Lord did He take it 
and remove the pressure. It is time to cast your cares 
upon the Lord because He cares for you!

How to “Cast Your Cares”

Crying Out unto the Lord

Casting Your Cares

Perry Stone, an international evangelist 
and author, directs Voice of Evangelism, one 
of America’s fastest growing ministries in 
Cleveland, TN. For more information, visit 
www.voe.org.
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I used to have a large maple tree 
in my backyard. It was beautiful! 
It provided shade on the back 
of my house and offered plenty 

of entertainment for my cat. I never 
worried about the tree when storms 
would come because I knew it could stand the strong winds. It 
had deep, strong roots that would keep it firmly planted. The 
tree was one of the favorite things about my property. 

Over the last several years, the tree started changing. The 
leaves weren’t as plentiful as they once were; and when they 
did sprout, they looked pitiful. Portions of the tree appeared to 
be dying, but other portions looked healthy. We’ve had several 
strong storms over the past several years; and each time a storm 
came, I would lose a branch or two. One morning I woke up 
and looked outside because the night had been stormy. To my 
surprise, an enormous limb was laying on the ground! Each 
storm brought fear and worry that the tree might fall over and 
hit the house. I knew I needed to do something about that tree, 
but I kept putting it off. 

The final straw came while I was mowing the grass. I stepped 
on one of the large roots and it crumbled beneath my feet! A 
wave of panic washed over me, and I had someone out the next 
day to cut it down. The young man who cut it down showed me 
the stump that was left. I couldn’t believe my eyes when I saw it! 
One half of the tree was completely hollow. He said he couldn’t 
believe that the tree had lasted as long as it had. A woodpecker 
was living inside the tree!

After I had the tree removed, the Lord began to speak to me 
about the pruning process and that I should pray to be pruned. 
I don’t know about you, but I’ve never looked forward to being 
pruned! It’s a painful, awful process. Who wants to pray that on 
himself? But as the Lord led me through the Word and Bible 
studies related to the process, I understood why it was necessary 
to ask for such a request. 

John 15:2 says, “Every branch in me that does not bear fruit 
He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that 
it may bear more fruit.” Pruning is a necessary process. If we 

want to grow and be fruitful, we have to allow Him to 
cut away things that are causing us to stop being fruitful. 
Here are a few things that I’ve learned about this process 
through bible studies and research: 

• Having things cut away is painful, but knowing for 
certain that something is dead is better than wondering if 
it’s worth keeping. How many times have we tried to revive 
something that had been long dead? Let those things be 
dead. They had their purpose. Let God cut them down.

• Cut away the dead to make room for the living. We need 
to nurture fruitful things. Unfruitful things take away 
precious nutrients (time, purpose, energy, devotion) from 
the good things. What dead things are you holding on to? 
Cut them off! Let what’s alive grow! 

• Sometimes just a few limbs are dead, but the tree is 
suffering because it’s trying to hold onto dead weight. We 
have to stop defining ourselves by what is in our past! Let 
go of labels placed on you. Stop listening to the negative 
recording that plays over and over in your mind. You have 
to know who you are in Christ. Once you know that, 
believe and live like it!

• Not every dying thing is meant to be dead. Revelation 3:2 
says “Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is about to 
die.” Fan the flame! Dreams dying? Fan the flame! Marriage 
dying? Fan the flame! Finances dying? Fan the flame! All it 
takes is a tiny ember. Fan it and watch it ignite!

The pruning process is vital, necessary, and crucial in our 
lives. No matter our age, our station, our spiritual position, we 
all need to be pruned in order to be fruitful. 

So the next time you are praying, ask God 
the one thing you never thought you would 
ask—pray to be pruned!

PR  NED
PRAY TO BE

by Kellie Bowles

Kellie has attended CFC for 20 years. She enjoys 
reading, writing and spending time outdoors.

FEATURED ARTICLE
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Learning to brag is not a skill most of 
us have to learn at all. It seems to come 
quite naturally to each of us. Boasting 
and bragging about possessions, 
accomplishments, and sheer success 
just seems to “roll off our tongues.” Yet 
the Bible challenges us to learn how to 
boast about our weaknesses. Really? 
We are supposed to learn how to 
boast and brag about something we’re 
not good at? Who does that? I know 
Plenty (notice the capital “P”) of people 
(including myself) who are thrilled to 
boast about things we are good at, 
things we have accomplished, degrees 
we hold, people we know, places we’ve 
been, etc. The list is endless.

Yet if someone asks us to brag about 
something we are not good at, we 
immediately shut down. What good 
would that do? In our minds, bragging 
about something that I am not good 
at  would just bring me down a notch 
in your eyes and allow you to see the 
“real me.” And, frankly, that’s not a 
very pretty picture (especially without 
makeup.) 

So, why are we called to learn to brag 
and boast about our weaknesses? For 
exactly the reason Paul states: so that 
the power of Christ can work through 
me. 2 Corinthians is identified as Paul’s 
most personal letter with his incredible 

account of his trials, sufferings, and 
weaknesses as one of the early 
Christians’ most authoritative leaders. 

In 2 Corinthians 12:9 Paul tells us 
that weaknesses can be transformed 
into strengths only through admitting 
them openly and allowing Christ to 
work through us. When was the last 
time I seriously admitted to someone 
that I struggle with a particular issue, 
habit, relationship, or behavior? 
When was the last time I admitted my 
“secret sin(s)” to a family member or 
close friend? When was the last time I 
confessed them to God? God certainly 
knows all my weaknesses; but when 
was the last time God and I had a 
“heart to heart” regarding “the thorns in 
my side” as Paul refers to them? 

Many times along his journey 
Paul learned that his weaknesses, 
supernaturally transformed by Christ 
into strengths, became his incredible 
testimony and the core of his 
teachings. The same is true for us. Our 
greatest testimonies are our “weakness 
into strength experiences.”  

Being able to honestly say, “Yes, I 
have struggled with the strongholds 
of binge eating, drinking, drugs, 
spending, etc., but I prayed desperately 
to God, sincere in my repentance 

and He delivered me.” Or, “I have 
experienced a loss so deep that I feel 
physically wounded and so alone, 
that I cannot bear the pain. Yet Jesus 
responded in such a real and personal 
way, that I know I heard Him say, ‘I am 
your first true love and I will never leave 
you alone.’ ”

 If you struggle to believe Jesus says 
the same to you, remember His Word, 
“For He Himself said, ‘I will never leave 
you or forsake you.’ (Hebrews 13:5)”

The “thorns in our flesh” or 
“weaknesses” in our character can be 
made new and powerful through Christ, 
but only when we openly admit that 
they exist. I pray Christ opens your eyes 
today to the “thorns in your side” and 
“weaknesses” that He promises to turn 
into strengths for His glory. 

May you experience His presence 
and power in a supernatural way. May 
you know He is capable and will make 
you strong when you are weak! 

“Therefore, I take pleasure in 
infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, 
in persecutions, in distresses, for 
Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, I 
am strong.”
(2 Corinthians 12:10)

Julie House is a writer, speaker, wife, and mother of three. She lives in Independence, KY, is the Founder of 
Equipped Ministries, and blogs (occasionally) at www.equipped4him.blogspot.com
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	 he fragrance of praise 		
	 lingers in the worship center 
from the opening of a powerful 
Partners Conference (May 2014), 
which had taken place the night 
before. Songs fill the atmosphere. 
Resounding words from the 
Song of Solomon from yesterday’s 
message bounce off the walls like 
arcs in a storm. The appetizer of 
Sunday night has stirred the hearts 
of hunger. My good friend and 
fellow pastor, John Parish from 
Eufaula, Oklahoma, appears to be 
in a spiritual zone I know all too 
well. The angel messenger hears 
from the Table of Grace. The Spirit 
speaks silently to the congregation 
as it says, ”Come and dine.”

The man of God steps into the 
Holy of Holies. My curiosity is 
heightened as I become a sponge 
before the mighty Spirit of God as 
another delivers a blissful meal. 
This is a rare occurrence for a man 
of the cloth, but it is much needed 
and refreshing. My spirit quickens 

as I see hungry partners anxiously 
awaiting the morning meal.

A voice with authority and 
liberty echoes through the 
chambers of Community Family 
Church. The theme of the message 
is “The Train Fills the Temple.” The 
scripture reference is Jeremiah 
38:6 which says, ”Then took they 
Jeremiah, and cast him into the 
dungeon of Malchiah the son of 
Hammelech; that was in the court 
of the prison: and they let down 
Jeremiah with cords. And in the 
dungeon there was no water, but 
mire; so Jeremiah sunk in the 
mire.” Zedekiah is the weak king of 
Judah at this point in time. He has 
an Ethiopian slave named Ebed-
melech who favors the prophet 
Jeremiah. When He discovered the 
prophet of God has been thrown 
in the prison of despair for giving 
woe warnings to the citizens of 
Judah, he immediately took action. 
The prison chamber is a dungeon 
located underneath the earth. It is 

filled with mire and human feces 
amidst the bones of past prisoners. 
The stench is dreadful. The smell 
of death is overbearing. Jeremiah 
cries out to the God he serves. 
He needs a deliverer to come and 
rescue him from his persecution.

God speaks to the heart of a 
servant named Ebed-melech. His 
spirit quickens his actions. He 
knows only a few survive when 
the pit becomes their home. The 
eunuch speaks to King Zedekiah 
regarding the servant of God 
imprisoned in his chamber of 
death. The king does not want 
the death and blood of Jeremiah 
to become his albatross. He tells 
Ebed-melech to take thirty of his 
mighty men and free the prophet. 
In the Word of God, thirty is the 
number symbolizing a blood 
covering. King Zedekiah doesn’t 
want the blood of God’s anointed 
on his hands; therefore, he gives 
Ebed-melech thirty men to assist 
with the rescue of Jeremiah. Isn’t 

Dan Harris is an award-winning teacher, administrator, and author who has worked diligently 
in both public education and Christian education. He has successfully served in sundry 
executive positions within the private business world. He is an avid student of God’s Word and 
servant of Jesus Christ.



enslaved and become eunuchs 
for King Nebuchadnezzar. From 
this day forward the children of 
Judah are scattered like sheep. 
They cannot hear the voice of the 
Shepherd. The sheep, without 
ears to hear, become servants to 
others as kingdoms rise and fall. 
They remain a people of servitude 
for over 2500 years, until Israel 
becomes a nation in 1948 A.D. The 
great prophet Ezekiel witnesses 
the same for the sinful 
chosen of God. 

Many churches in 
America today are like 
the languishing Prophet 
Jeremiah. They are dying of 
hunger in the filth of their 
environment. Someone 
must take the lead, fasten 
robes of  righteousness 
together, and lower the 
gurney to them before 
they die a spiritual death. 
Is there an Ebed-meleck 
in America that can pull 
the church out of its mire? 
The ministries of today 
are dying from tolerance 
and political correctness. 
They are standing in the 
mire of religion without 
faithfulness. The hourglass 
of Jewish time is turned 
on its side at the end of 
Daniel’s sixty-ninth week. 
Since that day, we have 
lived in the Church Age 
which is coming to an end 
quickly. When it does, the 
hourglass will be righted 
and Jesus will turn His 
attention back to the Jewish 
people. The sands will flow again, 
but only for seven years as another 
dispensation closes its door. The 
Rapture of the church will happen 
soon, but we must work until He 
comes to call us home.

  VICTORY OVER PRINCIPALITIES

  VICTORY OVER DISEASE

  VICTORY OVER POVERTY

  VICTORY OVER ADDICTIONS

  VICTORY OVER DEPRESSION

  VICTORY OVER PAIN

  VICTORY OVER TRIBULATION

  VICTORY OVER DISTRESS

  VICTORY OVER PERSECUTION

  VICTORY OVER FAMINE

  VICTORY OVER LIFE & DEATH

  VICTORY OVER THE POWERS OF EVIL

  VICTORY OVER SPIRITUAL WICKEDNESS

  VICTORY OVER THINGS PRESENT

  VICTORY OVER THINGS TO COME
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it ironic, that Judas received thirty 
pieces of silver for the sacrificial 
Lamb of God? His blood covers all 
repentant sin. He is the Savior of 
the world. The eunuch servant is 
the savior of the favored prophet 
of God.

Jeremiah’s condition is fragile. 
Because starvation and thirst 
have greatly weakened him, Ebed-
melech knows Jeremiah’s strength 
is gone. He must devise a rescue 
method to hoist the prophet from 
the snare of the pit. The eunuch 
from Judah constructs a long, 
strong gurney from old robes worn 
by a king of distant yesteryears and 
tattered from many battles—no 
one knows for sure but perhaps 
King David or another mighty king 
of Judah wore the selected robes. 
Eded-melech wove many colorful 
attachments into the robe’s train. 
This means the king had won many 
battles during his reign. When a 
king is victorious in battle, he cuts 
the skirt off the opposing king’s 
robe and weaves it into his royal 
robe. His warrior robe becomes 
one with many colors.

Eded-melech lowers the gurney 
made from the colorful, long robe 
of royalty into the pit of death and 
imparts to the weak prophet the 
plan for his resurrection. Jeremiah 
is drawn to safety as the mighty, 
thirty men of King Zedekiah and 
the eunuch rejoice with much 
jubilation.

Not many days hence, the 
Prophet Jeremiah leaves 
Jerusalem, the city of his calling, 
and heads toward Egypt. The 
children of God, who had no 
ear to hear, are attacked and 
conquered by the mighty empire 
called Babylon. Many of the Jewish 
people are killed, while others are 

With spiritual eyes, I envision 
Jesus standing in the Holy Temple. 
Isaiah says, “His train fills the 
Temple.” It flows from the inner 
court through the outer court. 
The train of His royal robe has 
an tremendous array of skirts 
of many colors symbolizing the 
victories of His yesterdays. I can 
see the writing on the skirts, as  
they represent one victory after 
another: 

Jesus is going to have a church. 
The gates of Hell cannot prevail 
against it. Jesus is assembling a 
rescue team. Will you be one of the 
thirty?
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Over several hundred thousand prints and 
ten years later, The Kentucky Voice has been an 
incredible evangelistic and communication tool for 
Community Family Church. The magazine has been 
distributed to families in all 50 states and several 
countries.  In addition to our very own talented 
volunteer writers, we’ve seen guest articles by Perry 
Stone, Ron Phillips, Ken Ham (Creation Museum), 
Victoria Hearst, and so many more. The Kentucky 
Voice is ultimately an extension of our church’s vision 
(in print form) of being a Spirit-filled church reaching 
out to an empty world. Topics have ranged from 
spiritual warfare to living a healthier Christian life. 
There are also quite a few Bible study groups that 
use articles for their lessons. 

In the 1400s Johannes Gutenberg 
began working on the printing 
press—one of the most innovative 

inventions of all time. The printing 
press revolutionized the availability 

and distribution of printed materials 
that the general population 

could read. The printing press 
was certainly a powerful 

Eric graduated in October 2014 with a Doctorate of 
Philosophy degree from Union Institute & University, a 

private university in Cincinnati, OH. In addition to his work at CFC and TBM, he 
teaches at Northern Kentucky University.  Congratulations, Dr. T. Eric Bates!

prerequisite for Martin Luther’s Protestant Revolution 
and his Ninety Five Theses, which, translated 
from Latin to German, spread like wildfire across 
Europe. Jesus spoke very plainly about the Great 
Commission. In Mark 16:15-16 He said proclaim the 
gospel to all creation, and in Matthew 28:19 Jesus 
instructs us to make disciples of all nations. As the 
editor of The Kentucky Voice, my heart’s desire is 
that what we print will change the lives of people. 
Our writers often ask, “What should I write about?” 
My response is always the same, “Follow the leading 
of the Spirit.” And like a finely tuned mechanism, 
the parts of each publication fall into place as the 
Lord sees beneficial to His people. 

The creation of such a magazine requires the help 
of many. Special thanks go to Nina Wells who assists 
me with editing (for the past 8 years), Brian Mitchell 
who does the graphic design (for the past 10 years 
since the magazine’s inception), the volunteer 
writers, and our distribution volunteers who prep the 
magazine for mail. 

I’m looking forward to many more years of faith-
based articles in The Kentucky Voice!

side note:

FROM THE EDITOR
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God has blessed Community with a campus of 113 acres of prime real-estate just minutes away from downtown Cincinnati, 
the Creation Museum, and the Greater Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky airport.  Independence is one of the fastest growing 
cities in the state of Kentucky, and CFC needs to be equipped to reap a mighty harvest for the glory of God.  CFC’s next 
building project is the new Children’s Center or Phase 1 of our future building plans.  This state-of-the-art, multi-story 
structure will feature multiple spacious classrooms, a large children’s auditorium, check-in and tracking systems, and much 
more.  As a partner or member of Community, think about how these facilities will change your life and the lives of your 
children, your grandchildren, and generations to come.

Will you join us in prayer about your part in helping make this vision come to pass?  Pastor Bates has established The 
Nehemiah Wall project which will help facilitate the construction of the new Children’s Center and sanctuary.  Community 
will build a wall identifying the names of everyone who participated in The Nehemiah Wall project.  Here’s how it works:  

To make a donation to The Nehemiah Wall project, mail your contribution (marked NW or Wall) to Community 
Family Church/CFC, 11875 Taylor Mill Road, Independence, KY 41051.  To make a credit card donation, you can visit 
www.tommybates.com or call the church office at 859-356-8851.  Your donation of any size will make a difference in the 
Kingdom of God.  

Number of Family Names
1 Family Name
2 Family Names
5 Family Names

10 Family Names
25 Family Names
50 Family Names

$5,000
$2,500
$1,000
$500
$200
$100

$5,000
$5,000
$5,000
$5,000
$5,000
$5,000

Total

The Kentucky Voice: January-March 2015 15

CHURCH GROWTH



The Kentucky Voice: January-March 201516

At the Creation Museum, which 
takes guests on a walk through the 
Bible from Genesis to Revelation, we 
have a special video in the Last Adam 
Theater that clearly presents the saving 
message of the gospel and what Christ 
did on the Cross to pay the penalty for 
our sin.

The Cross is the greatest symbol of 
the message of the Christian gospel. 
But other than the Cross, what is 
the greatest symbol of the salvation 
message? I believe the answer is the 
Ark of Noah because of the message 
of the door!

Many people ask me why we’re 
building a full-size Ark in northern 
Kentucky. It gives me an opportunity 
to explain the heart behind our new 
undertaking. With a massive ship that 
will grab the world’s attention, we 
can better reach a culture that largely 
embraces an evolutionary worldview 
and share how the gospel is rooted in 
real history.

So what does “the door” have to do 
with the Ark we’re building?

The Scripture plainly teaches us 
that Jesus is the “door”: “Then Jesus 
said to them again, ‘Most assuredly, 
I say to you, I am the door of the 
sheep’” (John 10:7).

Earlier in the same passage, He 
says, “Most assuredly, I say to you, he 
who does not enter the sheepfold by 

the door, but climbs 
up some other 
way, the same is a thief and a robber. 
But he who enters by the door is the 
shepherd of the sheep” (John 10:1–2).

In Matthew, we read about the 
parable of the foolish virgins—a 
parable most commentators agree 
is to illustrate the second coming of 
Christ. The wise virgins took oil with 
their lamps and were prepared to 
meet the bridegroom when He finally 
came at midnight. But the foolish 
virgins weren’t prepared and tried to 
rush out and buy oil. It was too late: 
“The bridegroom came, and those 
who were ready went in with him to 
the wedding; and the door was shut” 
(Matthew 25:1–10).

Note Christ’s reference to the door 
being shut and only those who were 
ready (had received salvation by faith) 
went through the door.

In John we read this very specific 
statement by Jesus: “I am the door. If 
anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, 
and will go in and out and find pasture” 
(John 10:9).

The word door is used to symbolize 
the fact that the way to salvation is 
through Christ, who is the “door.”

Now when we read the account of 
Noah’s Ark and Flood in the Bible, we 
also see a very special reference to the 
“door”: “You shall make a window for 

the ark, and you shall finish it to a cubit 
from above; and set the door of the ark 
in its side” (Genesis 6:16).

Noah and his family and the 
representatives of the land animal 
kinds went on board the Ark. They had 
to go through the door to be inside the 
Ark of salvation (to be saved from the 
watery judgment of the global Flood).

We also read that once Noah’s 
family and the animals were on board 
the Ark, it seems they had to wait 
seven more days, “and the Lord shut 
him in” (Genesis 7:10, 7:16).

Just as God shut the door on the 
foolish virgins in Matthew 25, so God 
shut the door on the Ark, leaving the 
wicked world to be judged by a Flood.

Noah’s Ark is a picture of Jesus. As 
Noah and his family had to go through 
a door to be saved, so we need to go 
through a “door”—and that “door” is 
Jesus, our Ark of salvation. This is the 
real motivation for building a life-size 
Noah’s Ark. 

A Message Too

to Ignore By Ken Ham

Ken Ham directs the 
Creation Museum in 
northern Kentucky
(west of the Greater 
Cincinnati Airport).

COMMUNITY CONNECTION
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For the majority of my adult life, I have been greatly blessed 
to have had the opportunity to work with young people 
on a daily basis. Being surrounded by a cross-section of 
young people from varied backgrounds has allowed me 

to gain great insight into the daily struggles that this generation 
currently faces. My heart has been so heavy laden with a burden 
for these young people, even more so as we see the signs of the 
soon coming of the Lord so clearly laid out before us. I have 
listened to their conversations and looked into their eyes and seen 
the emptiness and seeming lack of direction. No peace, no joy, 
and no hope emanates from them. Why is this? Many of these 
young people are from good homes and attend church regularly, 
yet they have no passion for Christ or for anything else. What has 
happened? Where have we failed them? As those who have blazed 
the trails before us go on to meet the Lord, who will rise up to 
lead the Church? Who will this next generation follow?

Hebrews 13:7 states, “Remember them which have the rule 
over you, who have spoken unto you the Word of God: whose 
faith follow, considering the end of their conversation.” This 
scripture has recently taken on new meaning for me. It is truly 
powerful when viewed as a charge of responsibility to those of us 
who have served the Lord for many years. The charge to speak 
the Word and truly live what the Word declares is great. Have we 
grown complacent? Have we spoken the full Word of God not 
only in word but also in action? Have we been the example to 
others in action and deed that would cause them to want to know 
the Lord? Does the Spirit of the Lord have freedom in our lives?

The Word of God is not something merely to be read, but it 
is to be lived. When we have an intimate relationship with God, 
then His Word will be alive within us and pervade all areas of 
our lives. Too often today, we have become so “seeker friendly” 
in our churches that we have neglected to speak the truth from 
our pulpits and classrooms for fear of offending. We stress God’s 
love and acceptance, but do not warn of the repercussions and 
ultimate judgment that is sure to come because of sin. We have 
compromised our standards to not offend to the point where there 
seems to be no moral absolutes. Can we truly say that we love 
people if we do not share the entire truth with them? 

The Church in America today seems to be lacking in any type 
of power or spiritual authority. An old Native American proverb 
says, “…much wind, loud noise, but no rain.” As the Church 
focuses on food drives and means and methods of entertainment, 
the Spirit of the Lord has left; yet very few seem to have noticed. 
In II Timothy 3:5 the Bible warns us about the church in the end 
times, “…having a form of Godliness but denying the power 
thereof: from such turn away.” Young people can participate 
in community outreaches and youth events, but these will not 
change their lives eternally. They can come to church every time 
the doors are open, but this will not give them hope. The only 
thing that will cause this eternal change is a personal, ongoing, 
and intimate encounter with the Spirit of God. 

We, as the Church, must accept our responsibility to create an 
environment first within ourselves and then within our homes and 
churches wherein the Spirit of the Lord is welcome  to inhabit. 
We must set the standard and declare that a moral absolute exists, 
and it is the unabridged Word of God. We must not compromise 
the Word of God at any time for any reason. Young people are 
crying out for direction; they want guidelines. We, as the Church, 
must rise up and offer wisdom and guidance. We must consecrate 
and sanctify ourselves so that the Spirit of the Lord can once 
again be in full control in every aspect of our lives, our homes, 
and our churches. Without this, we cannot see the move of God 
that we say that we want; and this generation will 
not experience an encounter with the Holy Spirit 
that will cause true transformation to empower the 
Church to move forward, working diligently with 
power and authority till the coming of the Lord. 

FEATURED ARTICLE

By Renee McClanahan

Renee’ McClanahan, M.Ed. teaches at Community 
Christian Academy.
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I was always happy to pack 
Charles’ duffle, drop him off at 
the airport, pray for him while he 
was gone, and wait at the airport 
gate when he returned from his 
missionary trips. I never had any 
desire to go with him. 

He told amazing stories of far-
away places where primitive tribes 
talked with unfamiliar tongues, 
practiced witchcraft, and ate exotic 
foods. His testimonies of God’s 
incredible power were like stories 
from the Book of Acts… a witch 
doctor received Christ as Savior 
in Haiti; a woman slithered like a 
snake on the floor as he preached 
in Kenya; a blind boy cried out, “I 
can see, I can see!” at a crusade in 
Tanzania; and a crippled woman 
walked for the first time in more 
than twenty-two years in Honduras. 

Foods too ghastly to describe 
challenged his digestive system. 
He slept on wooden benches and 
woven mats in huts and churches 
where vampire bats, rats, lizards, 
roaches, and mosquitoes were his 
nighttime companions.

He crossed the Atlantic, Pacific, 
and Indian Oceans in large jets, and 
at other times his small propeller 
plane landed onto what was more 
like a goat path than a runway. 
He traveled up and down mighty 
rivers like the Nile and Amazon in 
little more than a motorized canoe. 
He has seen snow on the Equator, 
crossed the foothills of the Andes 
Mountains, and viewed Mount 
Kilimanjaro from both Kenya and 
Tanzania.

He was imprisoned for two 
weeks after a glorious crusade in 
Haiti. God delivered him almost as 
miraculously as He did Peter as 
recorded in Acts 12. In Shinyanga, 
Tanzania he was interrogated at 
the police station. They accused 
him of being a spy for the United 

CONFORM
YOUR

THOUGHTS

By Barbara Neal

MISSIONS FEATURE
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States government. Presidential 
motorcycle guards shot at his bus 
in Addis Abba, Ethiopia, and militia 
with automatic weapons lined up 
along the back of the church in 
the mountains of Guatemala as he 
preached.

As Charles planned his next trip, 
he always asked me to go with 
him, but my answer was a firm and 
resolute ‘no.’ I just couldn’t imagine 
myself sleeping on a rough hewn 
wooden bench  in a thatched-roof 
church where vampire bats lick your 
toes to anesthetize them before 
using their hypodermic teeth to get 
a snack. (That’s why Charles always 
slept with his boots on.)

I have never been an adventurous 
person who enjoyed taking risks. 
I was content living back the long 
lane where grass grew between the 
tire tracks in the farmhouse built 
by my great grandparents in 1890. I 
had a bountiful garden and a small 
flock of Rhode Island Red hens that 
supplied brown eggs for the home-
cooked meals that I prepared for 
my family in my humble kitchen. 

 Like Gideon who was in the 
winepress threshing wheat when 
the angel of the Lord appeared, my 
ordinary life was also about to be 
disrupted by supernatural forces, 
albeit less dramatic. “And the angel 
of the Lord appeared unto Gideon, 
and said unto him, The Lord is with 

thee, thou mighty man of valor. And 
Gideon said unto Him, Behold my 
family is poor in Manasseh, and I 
am the least in my father’s house.” 
(Judges 6:12, 15)  

On morning when I was reading 
this familiar passage during my 
devotional time, God showed me 
that His image of Gideon was very 
different from the way Gideon 
perceived himself. Although Gideon 
was from the smaller tribe of 
Manasseh and his family was not 
very prominent, God’s perspective 
was not derived by Gideon’s tribal 
heritage or family stature. 

This teenage boy was created 
for a greater destiny and a larger 
purpose than hiding from the 
Midianites in the winepress, 
threshing a little wheat to keep his 
family from starving. Gideon was 
destined for a life of significance, 
but he felt inferior and unimportant. 

Before Gideon would be 
faithful to God’s plan, he required 
several confirmations. They sound 
ridiculous… the dew on the fleece 
but not on the ground and then 
the dew on the ground but not on 
the fleece, or was it the other way 
around. The phrase, “laying out a 
fleece,” comes from Gideon. Then 
there was the dream about the 
tumbling barley cake.  

Gideon’s reluctance came from 
his wrong thinking. He had a formula 
something like this: My abilities 
plus experience plus training 
plus personality plus appearance 
equals how much God can use me. 
God’s formula is quite different. His 
calculations goes something like 
this: Our willingness and weakness 
plus God’s will and supernatural 
power equals how much God can 
use us. 

After this revelation about Gideon 
and his self image, God spoke to my 

heart, “You are not who you think 
you are.” (My self-image was that of 
a little woman who lived back the 
lane, kept a garden and chickens, 
and made flaky biscuits.)  Then He 
said, “You are who I say you are. I 
have called you to be a teacher to 
the nations. Conform your thinking 
to what I have said.”  

And so I did! 

Since that day I have learned that 
God specializes in working through 
normal people who believe in a 
supernatural God who will do His 
work through them. Like Gideon, 
I had to exchange inferiority and 
intimidation for confidence and trust 
in God. Ministering God’s Word in 
the nations around the globe with 
my husband has been more thrilling 
than words can express.   

God has a global purpose and 
each of us fit into His plan. You have 
a role. God has given His children 
gifts. These gifts were not meant 
to be consumed on ourselves. His 
gifts, talents, and anointing are 
for the purpose of declaring His 
wonderful deeds and calling people 
into the kingdom of Heaven.

Gideon and I are not unique in 
God’s family. I believe that God 
is speaking to your heart about 
something He is working out in your 
life. Is He asking you to conform 
your thoughts to His Word? Your 
response will change your destiny 
just as it did for Gideon and me! 

“You are who I 
say you are. I have 
called you to be 
a teacher to the 

nations. Conform 
your thinking to 

what I have said.” 

Charles and 
Barbara are 
missionary 
teachers and 
members of 
CFC. Barbara 

is a teacher to the nations 
by the grace of God.
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Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. If we are 
thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. But even if he 
does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.” (Daniel 3:16-18)

ealing is a gift we seek most from the Lord. 
Whether physical, emotional, mental, or healing 
within a relationship, we seek many different 
forms of healing from Jehovah Rophe who is 
able to, and does, instantly heal. But what about 
the times when our healing isn’t immediate? It 

can bring about many questions, fears, and even doubts when we are 
suffering without relief in sight. 

I was diagnosed with a chronic illness seven years ago. I’ve sought 
many different forms of relief, none of which have completely 
eliminated the symptoms. I’ve been to the point of extreme frustration 
and outright anger over how I feel and the extremes I’ve had to endure 
for a glimpse of healing. There have been times when I have barely 
been able to function normally. All of the issues have brought about 
periods of deep depression as well.

When I was first diagnosed, I was not completely dedicated to the 
Lord. I had been a believer for many years, but I didn’t walk the walk, 
and I did not have much knowledge on the deep things of the Lord. 
In the beginning, my symptoms were manageable with medication. 
I didn’t consider healing because I was told I would have it for the 
rest of my life. After I had my first child, the illness got worse. I went 
to a specialist, where I was diagnosed with something even more 
detrimental and again told that it was something I would have forever. 
At first, I didn’t think much about the diagnosis; I just accepted it, 
thinking medication would help. It didn’t.

Symptoms multiplied and worsened. I had rededicated my life to 
the Lord before my son was born, and I was drawing closer to Him 
over that time span. I still didn’t have the thought to pray to Him about 
the illness; I just passively accepted the lifelong prognosis. I sought 
good health and strived toward getting back to how I had felt and 
looked physically a few years before. My focus was on the past, and I 
lived there for quite a while. 

When I was expecting my second child, my husband and I decided 
to change how we ate. We eliminated processed foods and excess sugar, 

among other positive changes. It changed our lives in many ways, 
and we joyfully still eat this way four years later. Despite a million 
improvements in our overall health, the issues from my illness became 
worse after having my daughter. With frustration mounting, I finally 
had the inclination to turn to the Lord for true healing. I know I had 
begun praying for relief from my symptoms long before, but something 
flipped in my mind to stop dealing with this and start fighting it. 

I began earnestly praying for healing, not just relief. I started doing 
my own extensive research about the illness, leading me to many things 
doctors never told me. I found one major link to my illness and made 
a change in diet, which has given me some of my health back. I know 
the Lord led me to this discovery, and He is not done with me yet. 
Nothing has been instant; and in fact, the more I have sought healing 
from the Lord, at times I have been physically at my worst. The devil is 
very active in destroying faith and hope in healing. He wants us giving 
into the god of medicine (of course we need medicine at times, but 
there is often an underlying cause of health issues), the god of self-pity, 
or the god of the past. I have been at the point of crying out “Why?” 
to the Lord, but then He reminds me that I’m alive. He also reminds 
me of Hebrews 5:8 which tells us that Jesus learned obedience through 
suffering.

While it’s hard for me to physically get through some days, He 
keeps reminding me of what He has already done. I will continue to 
trust in Him for complete healing, because Psalm 103:3 says He is my 
God who heals all of my diseases. Even if He doesn’t heal me while I’m 
on this earth, He is able to and He will. I will be relieved of my illness 
and every other plague on my body and soul in the future. He is using 
my illness for my good and His glory; and although I have to remind 
my stubborn natural self this at times, I know it’s true. While I will be 
overjoyed if He completely heals me during this life, I will praise Him 
even if he does not. 

by Jennifer McCoy

  does not  even  i f

Jennifer McCoy lives in Independence 
with her husband, two children and dog. 
She loves to write and create to give glory 
to the Lord.
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“You will hear of wars and rumors 
of wars, but see to it that you are 
not alarmed. Such things must 

happen, but the end is still to come.” 
(Matthew 24:6)

ecently we have been 
bombarded with all the 
news of ISIS and the 
dreaded and merciless    
killings that have been 
taking place with Christians 

that have chosen to stand for their faith. As 
I viewed those horrible images, I began to 
question and evaluate my own faith! It’s not 
a question of do I love the Lord and am I 
truly a Christian, but it was the most sobering 
thought. “Shelia, what would you do? Would 
you be strong enough to stand for what you 
believe in?” For those of us who are Christian, 
do we even have to answer such a question? 
Suddenly, I was overwhelmed with the words; 
over and over I pondered them. Perhaps you 
are shocked at the very thought that I would 
be so concerned. But here we are, not just our 
faith, but our freedom as Americans is now 
being threatened.

Do we even understand how very close 
the end is; and that at any given moment, 
our faith could be challenged just like those 
precious saints? We live in a very complacent 
church world. People come to church and 
fulfill their religious duty, but where’s the 
heart involvement? We must get this right! We 
must have a heart knowledge and not 
just a head knowledge of who God is. 
So how do we rise up and stand for our 
faith unwavering? We must be sold out 
to Christ without compromise, and we 
must have a relationship with the Father. 
I am concerned that church for many 
has become, “just something we do.” 
Our corporate gatherings are more social 
rather than a spiritual connection. It has 
become a place to meet more friends and 
make business deals. Do we even realize 
how Satan has lured the church into a 
slumbering state?

Jesus is indeed coming, but are we 
truly looking for Him? Each day that passes 
brings us closer and closer to His return. The 
signs and seasons are sounding the alarm for 

us, and we are to be sober and alert. My heart cries, “Jesus is coming!” 
I believe we are primed for a great revival, and the church needs revival 
like never before. A revival is an experience that each believer must 
embrace to stay “alive.” Revival is a recovery from death; it is a freshness 
that we need after a difficult battle or journey. It is an awakening; we 
realize that Jesus should be our focus and priority. No one knows what 
tomorrow holds, but holding the Lord’s hand will ensure that we will 
get through it. 

Are you strong enough to overcome what you have been experiencing 
and allow God to direct your next step? I encourage you to make a 
new start. Don’t allow the enemy to steal from you any longer. Arouse 
yourself and reach out to the Lord. Your experience with the Lord is 
not based on anyone else. This is a journey only you can take. Whatever 
comes tomorrow I want to be strong enough to do what needs to be 
done. Could I stand strong with my faith leading the way? Could you? 

Now is the time to make a fresh start! We must pray for a desire 
to seek God if we don’t have that desire. Is your heart aching to spend 
time with the Father? If your desire is not as strong as it used to be, 
that’s a red flag. It’s so easy to move backward and it happens slowly.

Our time is fading, do what you must do quickly. The Holy Spirit is 
here to fill you; to give you peace in the place where you are right now. 
When our hearts are right, we will hear of the chaos around us, but it 
won’t move us. We’ll rejoice in knowing that the end is almost here. 
God is a faithful Father to His children. He will never leave or forsake 
us even unto the end. Don’t lose heart, my friend, these things must 
come; but we are about to make a great exit. So, here’s the question 
again—Are you strong enough? You must be ready!

I pray this prayer over everyone reading this article, and I ask you to 
pray and allow the Lord to begin a new transformation in your heart 
and life!

He’s coming and we’re going because we’re “strong enough!” 
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Dear Lord Jesus,

I acknowledge that you are the Son of God and that You died for me. I 
confess my complacency and lack of focus on You. I repent of allowing 
other things to occupy my time when I needed to have You as my 
number one priority. Lord Jesus, fill me with a fresh desire. Help me to 
be aware of my surroundings and to understand the danger around me 
for even standing for my faith in You. I want to be strong enough to be 
the Christian that I need to be in all circumstances. Let revival burn in 
me and help me to tell others of your soon return.

In Jesus’ Name!

To learn more about 
Dr. Shelia Isom, visit 

www.drsisom.org.
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“But you have carefully followed my 
doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, 
longsuffering, love, perseverance,  persecutions, 
afflictions, which happened to me at Antioch, 
at Iconium, at Lystra—what persecutions I 
endured. And out of them all the Lord delivered 
me (2 Timothy 3:10-11).”

Each year on New Year’s Day a college 
football game is played in Pasadena, California. 
The game is called the Rose Bowl. And you can 
be sure the Rose Bowl is no ordinary game. 

The first Rose Bowl was played in 1902. After 
that game, beginning in 1916, the Rose Bowl 
game has been played each year. By 1945, the 
Rose Bowl became the most viewed and most 
popular of all the other college football bowl 
games. Because of the large number of years of 
its existence, the Rose Bowl is often referred to 
by sports commentators as “The Granddaddy of 
All Bowl Games.”  

One of the best matchups in the history of 
the storied game took place in 1929 between the 
University of California “Golden Bears” and the 
Georgia Tech University “Yellow Jackets.” The 
game included two incredibly talented teams 
and was sure to be memorable on many levels. 
Unfortunately for one young man, the game was 
memorable for all the wrong reasons. That young 
man was Roy Riegels.

Riegels was no ordinary player. Many 
adjectives were used to describe the strength of 
his play at the University of California. And, the 
season leading up to the Rose Bowl was one of 
his best. He had been named to the All-Coast 
team (similar to modern day All-Conference 
accolades); and his coach, Nibs Price, had said 
of Riegels, “he was simply one of the smartest 
players I’ve ever coached.”

In spite of everything Riegels accomplished 
on the college football field, he is not remembered 
as Coach Price described him. On January 1, 
1929, Roy Riegels would make one of the biggest 
blunders in the history of college athletics. And 
worse, he would do it against Georgia Tech in 
the Rose Bowl; at that time the game was college 
football’s biggest stage. 

In spite of all our strengths, often failure 
seems to find us where we least expect it to. And 
for Riegels, truer words have never been spoken. 
With no score yet in the game, opportunity 
knocked for Riegels. At first glance it appeared 
that fate had smiled on him. 

It was midway through the second quarter, 
only thirty yards from the Georgia Tech goal line, 
when a Tech running back Stumpy Thomason 
fumbled the football while running. As he 
scooped up the football, an opportunity which 
seemed tailor-made for Riegels would soon turn 
disastrous. Riegels’ life would never be the same. 

In an article which appeared in the New York 
Times in 2003, Riegels was quoted as saying, “I 
was running toward the sidelines when I picked 
up the ball and I started to turn to my left toward 
Tech’s goal. Somebody shoved me and I bounded 
right off into a tackler. In pivoting to get away 
from him, I completely lost my bearings.” After 
what Riegels referred to as losing his “bearings,” 
he ran 69 yards in the wrong direction. If not 
for the quarterback of his own team chasing 
him down, Riegels would have ran the football 
into the wrong end zone. As it was, Riegels was 
finally tackled on the 1 yard line. And, from that 
moment on the legacy of Roy “Wrong Way” 
Riegels was forever cemented in the annals of 
sports history. 

If things were not bad enough for Riegels, 
they were compounded by the fact his mishap 
happened in the first half. What happened 
at halftime changed Riegels and the lives of 
anyone who witnessed what took place. Haddon 
Robinson writes, “That strange play came in the 
first half, and everyone who was watching the 
game was asking the same question: “What will 
Coach Nibbs Price do with Roy Riegels in the 
second half?” The men filed off the field and went 
into the dressing room. They sat down on the 
benches and on the floor, all but Riegels. He put 
his blanket around his shoulders, sat down in a 
corner, put his face in his hands, and cried like 
a baby.”

At halftime, as Riegels was sitting in that 
corner sobbing, Coach Nibs Price showed an 
empathy and compassion towards Riegels that 

one may not suspect from a football coach. He 
said, “Son, pick your head up, there is another 
half of football to be played.” Even by today’s 
standards, Riegels’ response to Coach Price 
resounds with a soul-staining agony and despair, 
which at one time or another, each of us has felt. 

With tears streaming down his face, this 
strong, proud young man tells his coach, “Coach, 
I can’t do it. I’ve ruined you, I’ve ruined myself, 
I’ve ruined the University of California. I couldn’t 
face that crowd to save my life.” Riegels was sure 
his life was over. Coach Price then authoritatively 
told Riegels, “Get Up and Go, this game is only 
half over.” 

Riegels’ team went on to lose the battle. 
Georgia Tech won an incredibly close game. But, 
those young men on the California “Golden 
Bears” knew that Roy Riegels had not lost the 
war. In a manner in which almost seems too good 
to be true, sports writers and Coach Nibs Price 
say that “Wrong Way” Riegels play in that second 
half was the best football of his entire career. And 
for the rest of his life, Riegels used his incredible 
story of perseverance in the face of adversity to 
encourage countless people.

The Bible depicts the historical impact of great 
men and women of faith. Throughout its pages 
we read of incredible failures and fascinating 
victories. We learn the reality of the human 
condition is that we are prone to weakness and 
struggle apart from the goodness, grace, and 
mercy of God. One such story is that of Saul of 
Tarsus, the man who God, by the Power of the 
Holy Spirit, would transform into the Apostle 
Paul. 

Saul of Tarsus could just as easily be referred to 
as Wrong Way Saul. After picking up the football 
of Judaism, Saul of Tarsus began to feverishly run 
towards what he thought was his opponent’s end 
zone. Present at the death of Stephen, the first 
Christian martyr, Saul was sure that the spread 
of Christianity was to be nothing more than a 
cemetery full of broken dreams and imaginations.

Saul soon learned that what he thought 
about life was incredibly flawed. What followed 
changed the direction of his life. On a dusty old 

AND THE LORD
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road to Damascus, with many of his teammates 
in sight, Saul met a man who not only told him 
he was heading the wrong way but also changed 
his life forever. Because of that moment, all of our 
lives are different as well.

The Bible says much about what took place 
on that monumental day. As Saul was traveling, 
a light burst forth from heaven and knocked Saul 
to the ground. And what the young religious 
zealot did not know was that same Jesus who 
Saul had declared was a fraud initiated the 
entire encounter. In a twist of heavenly irony, 
the man (Saul), who one day would write so 
eloquently on the subject of reaping and sowing, 
finds himself reaping that which he has been 
sowing—that is, fear and uncertainty. 

Saul, blinded by the light, heard a voice. 
Upon questioning whom the voice belonged to, 
Saul heard these words: “I am Jesus, the very one 
you are persecuting. I want you now to get up 
and go into the city and you will be told what to 
do next.” Soon, as the result of this breathtaking, 
life-changing encounter and conversion began 
to sink in and take root, Saul of Tarsus became 
Paul the Apostle.

I too know what it is like to realize you are 
running in the wrong direction. August 16, 
2002 was a pivotal moment in my life. As I sat 
alone in the house my wife and I had purchased 
a few years previously, I was faced with the 
reality that my life was spiraling out of control. 
I had run for so long from the truth, I could 
barely remember who I was or even what I was 
doing. The truth was that drugs were wrecking 
my life; and worse, the lives of those for which I 
was responsible. And I did not have the courage 
to do anything about it. 

The things we say we will never do are often 
the things that Satan uses to destroy us. I began 
smoking marijuana and drinking intermittingly 
when I was in high school. I was always sure I 
would reach an age where I would no longer 
use them. By my early 20’s, however, pot and 
alcohol were more prominent in my life. 

From the moment my father died in 1983, 
I began to develop poor coping habits. Simply 

put, I understood firsthand the complications 
associated with coping with stress. Subsequently, 
I developed poor skills related to these areas. 
I thought smoking pot and drinking alcohol 
seemed to help but they did not fix anything. 
In fact, things were more complicated.

I used pain pills recreationally for the first 
time in 1999. In the beginning I used small 
amounts of pills that were not as strong as 
others. In a short period of time, I moved on 
to stronger pills; and after about six months, 
I used large amounts of pills nearly every 
day. By 2000 I was fully addicted mentally 
and physically. Pills had changed my brain 
chemistry to the point where I was unbearable 
to be around whether on or off the pills.

Someone once said that just when you 
think things are bad, they can move to worse 
in the blink of an eye. And that has been my 
experience. To even think about all this reminds 
me of the guilt and shame I carried for so long 
as a result. 

The year 2003 and the first half of 2004 
were the worst times of my life. As addiction 
ruled my life, I wasted thousands of dollars, 
lost all trust from anyone who was close to 
what was going on, and experienced new lows 
that I had never dreamed about. 

By this time my drug use had moved from 
pills to about anything I could get my hands 
on. Cocaine, a drug that I was once frightened 
of, and crystal meth became easier to obtain. I 
spent most of my time trying to think of ways 
to obtain anything that would keep me from 
being sick. 

Throughout the latter half of 2004, my 
situation changed some, but I was still wrapped 
in grave clothes so to speak. I had longer 
periods of sobriety, but when pressure got to 
me I made wrong choices. By July 2004 I had 
been through detoxification from drugs three 
times. 

In 2004 I completed an aftercare program 
which took eight weeks. In a matter of weeks, 
on a Sunday night service in 2004, one of 

the men I respect most in my life, Pastor 
Tom, allowed the Lord to speak through him 
directly to me. My wife Debbie and I got the 
CD from that service; she wrote the words 
from that prophecy. We drew strength and 
encouragement by reading them over and over 
during the times it seemed they would never 
come to pass. 

Throughout this entire time of struggle 
(1998-2005), I attended Community Family 
Church off and on. I received incredible 
support from people and the pastoral staff. 
My wife kept many secrets during these days, 
but it finally became blaringly obvious that 
something was awry. She and others ladies 
in her circle of friends prayed continually for 
my deliverance. I prayed and read throughout 
nearly this entire time. The unfortunate part 
was that I was self-centered, undependable, and 
unfaithful as a result of the drugs mixed with 
my fallen nature.

On August 9, 2005 I had the experience I 
had longed for. In our small apartment, in a 
prayer meeting with trusted people who knew 
some of the issues that existed in my life, the 
Lord began to move me in the right direction. 
I knew in my heart I had made Jesus Christ my 
Lord and Savior. In February 2006 I received 
the baptism of the Holy Ghost in the basement 
of our second home which the Lord allowed us 
to purchase in October 2005. 

God doesn’t play favorites like you and I 
might. Simply put, He will not do anything 
for any of us that He is not willing to do for 
any other person provided we will pursue Him 
and allow Him to work in our lives. Like Paul 
in 2 Timothy 3:10-11, reviewing my entire life 
allows me to honestly say with an unflinching 
boldness that the Lord delivered me! And if 
you need deliverance, Jesus is more than ready 
and willing to do the same for you.

DELIVERED ME

is an associate pastor at 
Community Family Church.

STEVE COOMER
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When I 
was mowing 
my lawn a 
few weeks 
ago, I prayed as 
I so often do. I 
talked to the Lord 
and tried to listen 
for Him. I heard Him 
clearly say to me, “Don’t 
compromise!” It was a very 
stern admonishment.

As I mowed and meditated on His 
short but powerful message, God began 
to reveal to me what was happening all 
around me. The church world in America, 
the American government, preachers (and 
pastors in particular), and individuals were 
compromising on their values, beliefs, 
and ethics. I told the Lord I would not 
compromise, and I repented because 
I knew I failed in areas that were not 
pleasing to Him.

After I finished working in the yard, I 
continued to think on His “command.” I 
searched for the word compromise in my 
King James Bible but couldn’t find it. I then 
turned to Merriam Webster’s Dictionary for 
the definition of compromise: “to give up 
something that you want in order to reach 
an agreement; to settle differences by 
means of a compromise.”

...To give up something that you want...
Why are we making a deal with the Devil 
when we know that he intends to destroy 
us? He will get what he wants—our life, our 
health, our families, our souls—and we lose 
it all.

1 Corinthians 15:58(KJV) says “Therefore 
my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, for as much as ye know that 
your labour is not in vain.” Do you know 
what the Apostle Paul was saying to us? 

Jesus selected Judas Iscariot to be one 
of His twelve disciples (Matthew 10:2-4 
KJV). During the three and one half years 

that Judas 
was with 

Jesus, he 
saw Jesus 

perform many 
miracles, he 

heard him teach, 
and he witnessed the 

deep compassion Jesus 
had for humanity. But for 

thirty pieces of silver (Luke 
22:3-6 KJV), Judas compromised 

and “sold out”—he betrayed the Lord. 
Without a doubt, Judas agreed to accept 
less than he wanted. 

You see Judas was called to follow the 
Lord, and he accepted that call. Later he 
compromised only to receive a grave and 
the notoriety of betraying the King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords. He killed himself and 
probably split hell wide open.

Judas turned his back on the Lord as 
did Simon Peter. Simon Peter, the Apostle 
Peter, was also called to follow Jesus 
and to learn from Him the same as Judas 
and the others (Matthew 10: 2-4 KJV). 
Like Judas, Peter walked with Jesus for 
approximately three and one half years 
and witnessed many great miracles and 
healings. He sat at Jesus’ feet to hear His 

D
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by Brad Wells
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teachings and participated in one of the 
great miracles of the Bible—Peter walked 
on water just like Jesus.

When pressure came at Jesus’ trial and 
Peter was exposed as one of the followers 
of Jesus, Peter denied ever knowing Jesus. 
Without hesitation, Peter compromised by 
not confessing his relationship with the 
Christ. Perhaps Peter compromised to save 
his own life. No matter what the reason, 
Peter gave up something he wanted. 
However, a major difference existed 
between Peter and Judas. Peter realized 
what he had done and repented. 

Our world is truly a world of compromise. 
Can the world continue to compromise 
on things that have grave and eternal 
consequences? 

Mainline denominations have 
compromised by accepting this world’s 
values and beliefs. By doing so, churches 
seemingly are trying to be more 
acceptable by the masses and to increase 
their membership and income. Many 
denominations are compromising the 
Word of God for something that does not 
confront sin but instead embraces it. Even 
the Catholic Church leadership appears 
to be compromising its long-standing 
teaching against abortion and same sex 
marriage. What happened?

Politicians and government leaders 
compromise their real beliefs to gain votes. 
Some preachers and pastors have publicly 
compromised on Biblical stands against 
sin to gain popularity. Where will this stop? 
To give up something you want is truly 
unsettling in these end-time days that we 
are living in. 

If it was wrong according to God’s Word 
when you first started your Christian walk, 
why is it not wrong now? My friend, sin 
is sin. Often people claim they have been 
“enlightened” and therefore they don’t see 
it the same way. Have they really been 
enlightened, or did they believe a lie from 
the devil? Remember the devil is the father 
of lies (John 8:44 KJV).

If we give up what we want—that is, to 
receive the blessings of the Lord here on 
earth and make heaven our home—we 
are the losers. I won’t compromise! I will 
live closer to the Truth than ever before. I 
started my walk with the Lord over forty 
years ago with my goal to do whatever 
Jesus wanted me to do to the best of my 
abilities while I’m in this world and to make 
heaven my home. I won’t compromise 
for my family’s acceptance! I won’t 
compromise for a better position in society 
or at work! I just won’t compromise!

If you have compromised or if you 
are compromising, follow Simon Peter’s 
example and repent. Don’t give up what 
you want. Don’t settle for Satan’s lies or 
deception. 

Compromise should not be part of our 
lives. We must press toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus (Philippians 3:14 KJV). Joshua said 
it best, “... as for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord (Joshua 24:15 KJV).”

D
ON

’T

“to give up something that you want in order to reach an agreement;
to settle differences by means of a compromise.”

Our world is truly a world of 
compromise. Can the world 
continue to compromise on 
things that have grave and 

eternal consequences? 

are members of Community 
Family Church. Brad serves 
as a minister, an elder, a 
deacon, and a teacher.
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