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by Pastor Tommy Bates

From the Pastor’s Desk

The cold harsh winter of World War II ended. The warm
sunshine of prosperity brought springtime to the United
States.
President Eisenhower added the words, “One nation under
God” to the Pledge of Allegiance and created a plan for an
interstate highway system for the American people to travel.
Hank Aaron hit his first home run of his 755.
Television explosion occurred. Nearly every major city had a grand opening
of a new television station.
Walter Cronkite began the morning show on CBS. The I Love Lucy show
kept crowded families laughing together in a room watching a small black
and white television set. Miss America first aired on television and a new
TV series called “Father Knows Best” touched the hearts of families.
For $1,000, wealthy people could buy the modern invention—a 12.5” color
TV. (With this same amount of money, you could buy a car or pay ten
percent of the cost of the average home.)
Audrey Hepburn was the number one actress while Steve Allen, Judy
Garland, and Ava Gardner were also among the television celebrities.
Young people enjoyed the good life with a new invention called the
transistor radio, listening to a brand new song “Rock Around the Clock” and
many viewed a new magazine called Sports Illustrated.
The food industry launched a new product called the TV dinner.
Elvis Presley, a young man raised in a Pentecostal church in Mississippi,
stepped onto the stage and captured the hearts of young folks everywhere.
In Miami, Florida, the first Burger King held its grand opening.
The first rocket launched reaching a 150-mile altitude and Air Force One
was named as the first presidential plane.
Disneyland was built in California and began their first television
programing.
Literature welcomed the new author, Ernest Hemingway.

And, most noteworthy of all, while these things were
happening across the nation, the words of the prophet
Joel began to shower down spiritual rain upon all flesh,
“The outpouring of the Holy Ghost!”

Sister Pansy McKay, from Mt. Vernon,
Kentucky, was stirred by a vision of Northern
Kentucky and was directed by the Holy Spirit
to begin prayer meetings on old Highway 16 in
Independence, Kentucky. Prayer meetings held
in the home of Dewey Sizemore birthed the first
Pentecostal church in southern Kenton County in
Independence. Services were first held in a tent
and then a barn. While still meeting in the barn, an
elected board purchased property to build their
first church building and applied to Frankfort,
Kentucky, to charter this brand new church. On
December 4, 1954, Community Family Church
was chartered as Community Pentecostal Church
of God.
The Word of God teaches us to not despise the
day of small things. God planted this church as
a prophetic landmark that before Jesus Christ
comes back to earth again the power displayed
in Acts will be restored to the Church triumphant.
Pentecostalism is not a denomination but an
experience of having the Holy Spirit baptism as in
the Apostles’ times during the first century early
church. Hallelujah! In Acts, Philip went down to
Samaria with his four daughters who prophesied
and that entire city was shaken by the presence of
God. There was great joy in Samaria because of
the mighty works of God.
For sixty years, we have witnessed great joy
here at Community because of the presence of
the Holy Spirit. We cherish the Holy Spirit; we are
certainly not ashamed of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. Over the years, we have experienced many
revivals, high mountains, low valleys, and many
storms. Through it all, we have kept the faith,
standing on the integrity of the inerrant eternal
Word of God, living in God’s grace, depending
on the Holy Spirit, not conforming to this world
system but being transformed daily to the image
of the invisible God, our Lord Jesus Christ. We
have more zeal today to minister to our neighbors,
community, tri-state, and the world. Throughout
the decades, our mission remains the same: A
Spirit-filled church reaching out to an empty world.
We Love You All,
Pastor Tommy Bates

We make every effort to ensure that authors and advertisers reflect the highest principles and credibility. However, the opinions, beliefs, and viewpoints
expressed by authors and advertisers in this publication may not necessary reflect the opinions, beliefs, and viewpoints of Community Family Church.
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bridging the gap media guide
TELEVISION
NATIONAL BROADCASTS
Station/Network
TCT (DirecTV 377 & Sky Angel 133)
CTN (DirectTV 376 & Dish 267 & Sky Angel 136)
The Church Channel
(DirectTV 371 & Dish 264 & TBN Digital Outlets)
Alabama
Station/Network
Jasper • WACN-TV 16 			
Talladega • WOIL-TV 47
Florida
Station/Network
Ft. Meyers/Naples • WRXY-49/dTV 34
Pensacola/Mobile(AL) • WHBR-TV/dTV 34
Tampa/St. Pete/Sarasota • WCLF-TV 22/dTV 21
Georgia/South Carolina
Station/Network
Atlanta • WATC-TV 57 • (Comcast ch2)
Augusta • WBPI-TV 49
Illinois
Station/Network
Decatur • WLCF (various channels-see local listings)
Harrisburg • WTCT

Date/Time
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Tuesday, 7 p.m. EST
Friday, 9 p.m. EST

Date/Time
Sunday, 9:30 a.m. CST & Wed., 8:30 a.m. CST
Sunday, 9:30 a.m. CST & Thurs., 11 a.m. CST
Date/Time
Thursday, 6:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, 9 a.m. CST
Friday, 11:30 a.m. EST
Date/Time
Sunday, 10 a.m. EST
Sunday, 8:30 a.m. EST
Date/Time
Tuesday, 6 p.m. CST
Sunday, 9:30 p.m. CST

Indiana
Station/Network
Fort Wayne • WINM-TV 63

Date/Time
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST

Kentucky
Station/Network
Beattyville • WLJC-TV 			
Harlan/Somerset/Lexington • WAGV-TV 44
Louisville • WBNA-TV 21 		
Paducah/Cape Girardeau (MO) • CTCT-TV 27

Date/Time
Sunday, 8 a.m. EST
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST
Sunday, 10:30 a.m. EST
Sunday, 9:30 p.m. CST

Louisiana
Station/Network
Northeast (LA)/Southern (AR) • KMCT-TV 39
Shreveport, LA • KSHV-TV 45
(Comcast ch9/Dish & Direct ch45)

Date/Time
Tues., 10:30 a.m. CST & Thurs., 5:30 p.m. CST
Sunday, 8:30 a.m. CST

Michigan
Station/Network
Bay City/Flint/Saginaw • WAQP-TV 49
Detroit • WDWO-TV 18 			
Grand Rapids/Kalamazoo/Muskegon • WTLJ-TV 54

Date/Time
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST

Mississippi
Station/Network
Tupelo/Columbus • WEPH

Date/Time
Tuesday, 6 p.m. CST

New York
Station/Network
Buffalo • WNYB-TV 26

Date/Time
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST

North Carolina
Station/Network
Greensboro/High Point/Winston Salem
Lumberton, NC WLPS-TV 7
Raleigh/Durham/Fayetteville • WRAY-TV 42

Ohio
Station/Network
Cleveland/Akron/Canton/Kent • WRLM-TV 47
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky • WSTR 64

Date/Time
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, 8:00 a.m. EST

South Carolina
Station/Network
Charleston • WLCN-TV 18
Greenville(Asheville, NC) • WGGS-TV 16

Date/Time
Tuesday, 7 p.m. EST
Sunday, 8:30 a.m. EST

Tennessee
Station/Network
Chattanooga • WDEF-TV 12
Dyersburg/Memphis/Tri-Cities • WLFG-TV 49
Knoxville • WEZK-TV 28
Knoxville • WKNX-DT 7
(Comcast ch4/Charter ch7/Dish & Direct ch7)
Sevierville/Smokey Mountains • WJZC-TV 22

Date/Time
Sunday, 7 a.m. EST
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST
Sunday, 7:30 a.m. EST
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST

Virginia
Station/Network
Abingdon/Grundy • WLFG-TV 49

Date/Time
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST

West Virginia
Station/Network
Bluefield/Beckley/Oak Hill • WLFB-TV 40

Date/Time
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST

Canada
Station/Network
Toronto • WNYP
Windsor • WDWO

Date/Time
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST

RADIO
Station/Network
Harlan, KY • WFSR 970 AM
BRIDGING THE GAP ONLINE

Date/Time
Sunday, 8:30-9:30 a.m. EST

If you can’t receive Pastor Bates’ TV program on your TV, log on to the following websites
and watch online:
Date/Time
Network/Website
Friday, 11:30 a.m. EST
CTN • www.ctnonline.com 		
Sunday, 9 a.m. CST
CTN • www.whbr.org 			
Thursday, 6:30 p.m. EST
CTN • www.wrxytv.com 		
24/7 Archived Programs
CWEBTV • www.cwebtv.net 		
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST
Living Faith • www.livingfaithtv.com
24/7 Archived Programs
trueGODtv • www.truegod.tv		
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
TCT • www.tct.tv 			
Watchmen • www.watchmenbroadcasting.org Sunday, 8:30 a.m. EST

Date/Time
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
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COMMUNITY NEWS & INFORMATION

Pastor Bates’ Ministries Dates
JULY-SEPTEMBER 2014
july
JULY
July 11 @ 7pm
Appalachian Children’s Home
Youth Camp • Barbourville, KY
606-546-3805 • www.achky.org
september
SEPTEMBER
September 18 & 19 @ 7pm
Redemption Road • Danville, KY
606-365-7682 • www.redemptionroad.org

September 25 @ 7pm
Richmond House of Prayer • Richmond, KY
859-623-8922 • www.richmondhouseofprayer.org
September 26 @ 6pm
Ark of Mercy • Winchester, KY
606-745-0700 • www.arkofmercy.org
Dates and times may be subject to change or cancellation. Please contact the
location of the event to confirm date and time before driving long distance. Pastor
Bates’ itinerary is updated on a regular basis at www.tommybates.com.

tommybates.com

“Native American
Identity, Christianity,
and Critical
Contextualization”
is authored by Pastor
Tommy Bates’ son,
Professor T. Eric Bates.
He is an administrator
for Tommy Bates
Ministries holds a
PhD from Union Institute & University,
Cincinnati, Ohio.
Order now online at
www.tommybates.com/store
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60th anniversary

Our annual homecoming with dinner on the grounds was a typical
event for all holiness churches that had migrated north from the
Appalachian Mountains to the tri-state area. Relatives and friends
would come up from the mountains for the Saturday night meeting
and the all day’s meeting on Sunday.
Early Saturday morning Dad and some of the
brothers would meet at church to make tables
with sheets of heavy plywood and two-inch
pipes screwed in for legs. The sisters brought
white starched sheets for table cloths. Mom
and the other sisters in the church prepared
half-runner beans, fried chicken, baked chicken,
chicken-n-dumplings, fried corn, and potatoes.
On Saturday night at 7:30 p.m., the meeting
opened up with prayer. Kneeling at the altar, at
their seats, and in every place they could find,
those in attendance always began every service
with a “season of prayer.” The prayer would
sound like melodies of Appalachian chanting as
the spirit and soul connected with the Savior of
the world. Wiping their tear-filled eyes with their
handkerchiefs, the men congregated on the right
of the platform while the women went to the left
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60th anniversary
The service would end around 11
p.m. Most of the kids my age would
be trying to find a way to stay all night
with friends. We were always together.
I have no idea what it means to have a
lonely childhood. After a long Pentecostal
service, we would return home for
a bologna sandwich with onion and
tomatoes! Parents would soon fall asleep,
while the kids stayed up most of the night.

around the piano. Mom, Uncle
Alfred, Levi Eversole, and others would place
the guitar strap around their necks and get ready
for someone who had the “leading” to start
out with the first song. “Sound me a G chord,”
someone would say and the Pentecostal singing
ignited! Tambourines, cymbals, hand clapping,
foot stomping, a big upright bass, fiddles, and
mandolins echoed outside the building.
When the wind blew just right, the people living
over a mile away by Cherokee IGA could hear the
praises of God from these “holiness” people. As
the night grew darker, curious spectators would
line up on Route 16 and sit in their cars listening
to the intense worship and preaching that drifted
out the building. Young men who were too
fearful to come into the church sober would
go out drinking and then dare each other to go
into the service and
see what these
“holy rollers” were
doing. Often when
the drunks came
staggering in, the
Holy Ghost would
convict them; they
would get saved
and delivered
from alcohol!

Morning came and with it, the big day,
“Homecoming”—mostly referred to as the
“all day’s meeting.” And what a meeting it
was! The little country church would be packed
with folks standing around the walls. The worship
service would be filled with the love and
memories of those who had passed away as the
saints sang, “Ain’t no Grave Gonna Hold my Body
Down!” Everyone
encouraged one
another to hold on
for there’s a great
homecoming day
coming.
Let us never forget
to glean from our
past, so we can
provide a better
future for the next
generation.
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featured article

am always amazed when I find
verses in the Bible that speak
to me in new and exciting
ways. Having owned a Bible for
as long as I can remember, it seems as
though I had read the whole thing cover
to cover a hundred times (well at least
Genesis and Psalms) yet I continue to
find words of encouragement and hope
that are as new to me now as if I were
reading them for the first time.
A passage in Deuteronomy 4:29-31 is no
different. Reading those very verses the
other morning, I became mesmerized
at the beginning phrase of verse 29.
“But from there you will seek the Lord
your God, and you will find Him if you
seek Him with all your heart and with
all your soul.” “But from there;” as if to
say, “Stop right where you are and start
fresh today. Seek me now and you will
find me.”
Words I truly needed to hear in that
moment. And, just like the cherry on
top of my favorite sundae, they were
followed up by another refreshing
and much-needed message: “For the
Lord your God is a merciful God, he
will not forsake you, nor destroy you.”
(Deuteronomy 4:31)

The world may not be merciful to us.
Disease and drugs take our children
and loved ones. Foreign lands take our
jobs. Other men or women steal our
spouses, but God promises never to
leave, forsake, or destroy us.
It’s no secret that worry and anxiety
over the struggles we face can be
crippling and debilitating, stopping us
literally in our tracks and immobilizing
us, causing us to take part in behaviors
we long to eradicate from our lives:
overeating, binge drinking, abusing
prescription drugs, smoking, spending.
The list, as many of us know all too
well, is utterly endless.
No matter the struggles, our desire
for escape and relief is universal. Pills,
food, and material possessions can only
provide short-term escape (coupled
with long-term guilt), but God’s word
promises a life-time of peace and
prosperity for those who seek Him.
God’s promise to provide a positive
outcome to our struggles is coupled
with a willingness on our part to
choose another means of escape. “I’ve
tried them all, you say.” And, the good
mother in me, tells you to get up and
try again. Start today with one of
my favorite words; search. (Aren’t
we always searching for something

anyway; a missing sock, an unpaid
bill, our brains, and the ever elusive
true love?) Yet begin now, searching
for the one thing that (although it
may not turn up the missing sock)
can fulfill every unmet emotional,
spiritual, and relational need you’ve
ever experienced.
Search the Bible for God’s promises,
search the knowledge and instruction
of a solid Bible teacher, and search the
heart and wisdom of God in prayer and
worship. He will answer with nudges
on your heart, restlessness in your
spirit (which usually mean, take a step
of faith) and messages that seem to be
just for you! (Maybe this article is one
of those messages.)
Whatever the case, remember the
phrase, “But from there.” Wherever
you are right now, stop and seek God
and His will with all your heart and
with all your soul, and know that when
you seek Him you will find Him and His
promises and “it may go well with you
and with your children after you, and
that you may prolong your days in the
land which the Lord your God is giving
you for all time.” (Deuteronomy 4:40)

May you be greatly
blessed in your
“Search” today.

JULIE HOUSE

is a writer, speaker, wife, and mother of three. She lives in Independence, KY, is the Founder of Equipped
Ministries, and blogs (occasionally) at www.equipped4him.blogspot.com
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BROAD
IS THE WAY
by Dennis Sparks
Why is it necessary to be a good person? Seriously…what does it
gain you? If I could steal a million dollars and absolutely know
that I would not get caught…why wouldn’t I do it?

I recently read this anonymous
post in the comments section of an
Internet news article about the decline
of faith and religious beliefs in America.
Being shocked by this person’s bold
statement, which was cleverly disguised
as a question, I continued reading to
see what others would say. Sadly, most
of the remaining comments were similar.
Some stated that the world would be
a far better place if all religions were
outlawed. A few called the Bible a
book of fairy tales for simple-minded
folks, while others said that people
should only have faith in what man can
accomplish apart from God. Perhaps
most disturbing was the general
consensus amongst the commenters
that moral absolutes are old fashioned
and not relevant in a modern culture.
Unfortunately, when this type of
“anything goes” mentality pervades
a society, the line between legal vs.
illegal and right vs. wrong becomes
convoluted. Can you imagine the chaos
if everyone did whatever they felt like
doing without regards to how it may
affect others? How would you like to
ride in a car with someone who doesn’t
believe in stopping for stop signs or
traffic signals?
In our current social climate,
Christians are expected to set aside
their Bible-based convictions and

accept all types of behavior no matter
how bizarre, immoral, or sinful it may be.
We are told to be tolerant of sin and not
judge. In other words, we are expected
to keep our religious views inside of
the church walls in the name of political
correctness. We are told that two people
who love each other should be allowed
to marry even if they are of the same
sex. When Christians dare take a stand
for Christ and His precepts, they are
often ridiculed in the media and labeled
as bigots. Indeed, it seems that those
who stand for tolerance are not very
tolerant of anyone who would disagree
with their agenda.
As I watch our great nation become
increasingly accepting of what God calls
an abomination, I am reminded of the
words of the Apostle Paul:
“But mark this: There will be terrible
times in the last days. People will be
lovers of themselves, lovers of money,
boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient
to their parents, ungrateful, unholy,

without love, unforgiving, slanderous,
without self-control, brutal, not lovers of
the good, treacherous, rash, conceited,
lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of
God—having a form of godliness but
denying its power. Have nothing to do
with such people.” (2 Timothy 3:2-5).
The Bible tells us we are in “the last
hour” (1 John 2:18). As Christians,
we understand that our problem is not
political, but spiritual. The idea that the
United States is a “Christian nation”
has always been central to American
identity; however, somewhere along
the way, we have chosen to take the
broad path that “leads to destruction.”
As Christians, it is our duty to be a light
to the world. People need the Savior
and they need to hear about Him from
His followers. When hearts are changed
through the power of the Holy Spirit,
nations will follow. Please pray for an
outpouring of God’s mercy on our
nation.

Dennis Sparks is retired Covington police officer
who attends CFC with his wife Vonna and their two
children, Rebecca and Sarah.
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I Can Hear Him Coming
By Dan Harris
Ministers of faith are announcing the final outpouring of the
Spirit. The great prophet Elijah, after destroying 450 Baal
prophets, tells King Ahab he can hear the abundance of rain.
Elijah hears the rain seven days before the storm. It is time for
all people of faith to put on their spiritual ears and hear the
rapid approaching storms we call “Jacob’s Trouble.”
Time is quickly coming to an end.
Eternity awaits us. History prepares
us for what’s before us. Ecclesiastes
1:9 says, “The thing that hath been,
it is that which shall be; and that
which is done is that which shall
be done; and there is no new thing
under the sun.” The Word heralds
the announcement of the coming
of the Lord and our departure to
the Father’s house through an event
we call “Rapture.” Jesus is Truth! He
says He will return for us before the
time of trouble. The church is the
bride of Christ. The wedding takes
place in Heaven at the Father’s
house. The wedding feast lasts for
seven years. John 14:2-3 says, “In my
Father’s house are many mansions;
if it were not so, I would have told
you. I go to prepare a place for you.
And if I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come again, and receive
you unto myself; that where I am,
there ye may be also.” Jesus is
coming soon just like He said. In the
spirit we can hear Him coming.
Are we listening?
In the days of Noah, the Earth is
corrupt. Mankind is wicked. God
repents for making man. Jesus
says in Matthew 24:37-38, “But as
the days of Noah were, so shall
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also the coming of the Son of Man
be. For as in the days that were
before the flood they were eating
and drinking, marrying and giving
in marriage, until the day that Noah
entered into the ark.” God tells Noah
to enter the Ark seven days before
the destruction of the Earth begins.
Remember in a Rachel’s week a
day can be symbolic of a year. The
seven days Noah spends in the
heart of the ship is symbolic of the
tribulation period before us. During
this time period, we will be in the
Father’s house. Noah cannot shut
the door to the Ark. Only God can
do this. On the seventh day he hears
a mighty rushing wind approaching.
The giant Ark door creeks as the
dispensation of Noah’s days come
to an end. The flood begins.
Noah and his family can hear
Him coming!
In the days of Lot the cities of
the plain are wicked and corrupt.
Judges pass laws legalizing
perversion and immorality. Sins
hide the minute righteousness
within its boundaries. The reproach
of the wicked gets the attention
of an Almighty God. The righteous
will not be destroyed with those
who are evil. A great escape plan

is put in motion. The destruction
is coming upon those blinded by
sin. Jesus says in Luke 17:28-29,
“Likewise also as it was in the days
of Lot they did eat, they drank, they
bought, they sold, they planted,
they builded; but the same day that
Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire
and brimstone from heaven, and
destroyed them all.” The angels of
the Lord move swiftly to separate
the righteous from the wicked.
Preservation awaits the righteous,
while destruction swallows the
unrepentant. Lot and his daughters
escape.
They hear the Lord coming
as meteors explode behind them
destroying the evil residing in the
cities of the plain.
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Ecclesiastes 1:9 says, “The thing that hath been,
it is that which shall be; and that which is done
is that which shall be done; and there is no new
thing under the sun.”
History warns us, and Jesus gives
us the signs we must be looking for
prior to His coming. In the Gospels
of Matthew and Luke many of the
signs are proclaimed. Some of
these are:
wars and rumors of wars,
famines,
pestilences,
earthquakes in different places,
hatred and persecution for
people of faith,
iniquity and sin abounding,
false prophets emerging,
men’s hearts failing them for the
fear of things to come, and
signs appearing in the heavenly.
Do you hear Him coming?
Our escape is coming. The Word
of God makes us privy to eight great
escapes. They are:
Noah escapes the flood,
Lot escapes the destruction of
Sodom,
Firstborn of Israel escape the
death angel,
The seed of Abraham escape
Babylonian destruction,
Church escapes tribulation
because of Grace,
Elect escape the Great Tribulation
because of the 144,000,

Martyrs escape eternal death, and
Faithful millennial residents
escape second death at the
Great Judgment.
Numerous shots have been fired
over the bows of our ships, and we
must take these warnings seriously.
Here are some recent warning shots
to refresh your memory:
tornadoes in divers places,
devastating hurricanes
throughout our land,
wars in Iraq, Afghanistan,
Lebanon, and Syria
constant rumors of future wars,
Blood Moons over Israel
announced by NASA,
meteors striking the territory of
Russia,
earthquakes and tsunamis, and
many, many more disasters that
are too numerous to mention.
Are we listening?
We are sojourners in this land
looking for a home called a
heavenly. The Bible is the roadmap
to get us home. Revelation 1:3 says,
“Blessed is he that readeth, and
they that hear the words of this
prophecy, and keep those things
which are written therein; for the
time is at hand.” Our journey is

almost over. Jesus returns for His
bride on the morning of the third
day.
If a God day is a thousand years,
Jesus has been gone for over two
thousand years or two God days.
The morning of the third day is now
before us.
I can hear Him coming!

Dan Harris is an
award-winning
teacher, administrator,
and author who has
worked diligently in
both public education and Christian
education. He has successfully served
in sundry executive positions within the
private business world. He is an avid
student of God’s Word and servant of
Jesus Chris
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As a “born-again child of God,” you are a
priest or priestess of God. You must also be
a fighting priest or priestess because you are
called to fight for your family, church, community,
nation, etc. James 4:7 says, “Submit yourselves therefore
to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.”
Merriam-Webster’s dictionary defines resist as “to
exert oneself so as to counterattack or defeat; to exert
force in opposition; to withstand the force or effect
of.” Are you stepping up to the challenge to resist the
enemy as Paul instructed us?
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I challenge you to take time right
now to assess whether you are
“resisting the devil” with full force to
win the battle. Are you fighting for . . .
• Your soul. Luke 22:31 says “And
the Lord said, Simon, Simon,
behold, Satan hath desired to
have you, that he may sift you
as wheat.” Satan doesn’t want
you to enjoy sweet fellowship with
God here on earth. Neither does
Satan want you to go to heaven.
• Your family. Joshua 24:15 says “.
. . as for me and my house, we
will serve the Lord.” God ordained
the institution of family as a
reflection of His divine nature.
As Christians, we are required to
support our families, according
to God’s design and purpose,
and to protect them against evil,
destructive influences. If your
family falls apart, there’s a farreaching ripple effect across the
church family, the community,
the city, the state, the nation.
• Your church. If Satan can stop
the local church, he can win
the spiritual influence of the
community the church is in. If
Satan can’t kill you physically, he
will do anything to make you sin.
Then others may see this failure
and not want this Jesus they have
heard about. We need to be
strong and shun all appearance
of evil as 1Thessalonians5:22
admonishes us: “Abstain from all
appearance of evil.”
• Your health. If you are sick, you
might have less strength to fulfill
your calling, to minister to others,
to reach the empty world we live
in. “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and
forget not all his benefits: who
forgiveth all thine iniquities; who
healeth all thy diseases.” (Psalm
103:2-3)
Christians, according to the Bible,
this is a spiritual fight that we must
win and can win! Ephesians 6:12
says “For we wrestle not against flesh
and blood, but against principalities,

against powers, against the rulers of
the darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in high places.”
II Corinthians 10:3-5 says “For though
we walk in the flesh, we do not
war according to the flesh for the
weapons of our warfare are not of
the flesh, but divinely powerful for
the destruction of fortresses. We
are destroying speculations and
every lofty thing raised up against
the knowledge of God, and we are
taking every thought captive to the
obedience of Christ.”
We must take the fight to the devil.
Being a Christian is not for cowards
or wimps. Study what Timothy shared
with us to fight victoriously:
1 Timothy 6:12: “Fight the good
fight of faith; take hold of the eternal
life to which you were called, and
you made the good confession in
the presence of many witnesses.”
2 Timothy 2:3-4: “Thou therefore
endure hardness, as a good soldier
of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth
entangleth himself with the affairs of
this life; that he may please him who
hath chosen him to be a soldier.”
God has given us the weapons we
need to fight and win. Are we going
to use these weapons consistently to
ensure victory against the enemy as
we fight for our soul, family, church,
and health? Or are we going to use
them on a part-time basis? If we
don’t use these weapons faithfully,
the devil will certainly notice and take
advantage of us—sometimes in very
subtle ways. Keep your guard up and
stay poised for the battle with your
weapons at the ready at all times as
instructed in Ephesians 6:16-18: “In
addition to all, taking up the shield
of faith with which you will be able to
extinguish all the flaming missiles of
the evil one. And take the helmet of
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God. With all
prayer and petition, pray at all times
in the Spirit, and with this in view, be
on the alert with all perseverance
and petition for all the saints.”

Christians, I challenge you to
remember these things:
• There can be no “R&R”s (rest and
relaxation) leaves!
• There can be no slowing down.
Run to the roar of the battle!
• There can be no falling back!
• There can be no deserting, going
A.W.O.L. (absent without leave), or
backsliding for the winners.
• There can be no surrender if you
want to spend eternity in heaven
with your loved ones!
• There are no peace treaties!
We are fighting for our lives, our
very existence and that of our loved
ones! Our families need us to be
vigilant.
Dear friend, God will not have us
fight alone but He does expect us to
fight a good fight in prayer and with
the implements of war He has given
us. I want to be able to say as the
Apostle Paul said: “... For I am now
ready to be offered, and the time
of my departure is at hand. I have
fought a good fight, I have finished
my course, I have kept the faith:
Henceforth there is laid up for me a
crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give
me at that day: and not to me only,
but unto all them also that love his
appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:6-8)

￼ Brad and
Nina Wells are
members of
Community Family
Church. Brad serves
as a minister, an
elder, a deacon,
and a teacher
at CFC.
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION

By Ken Ham, President, Answers in Genesis

It’s a dead creature, but when
interpreted within the framework of true
history, it actually speaks volumes!
emorial Day weekend 2014, our Creation
Museum in northern Kentucky opened phase
one of an amazing new million-dollar exhibit.*
Our new exhibit showcases the bones of a
dead animal! But these bones aren’t just
ordinary fossils. These are bones the secular
evolutionists don’t really want our Creation
Museum to own and put on display! Evolutionists just don’t
want children, teens, and adults to know the truth about
these bones and how they connect to the Bible!
Not only are we sharing the truth about these special
bones with visitors, but we’re doing something else that
has already been upsetting many evolutionists. This year
we’re working harder than ever to get as many children to
the Creation Museum as possible and teach them the truth
about God’s Word, origins, the gospel, and, yes, fossils.
Throughout 2014, we are promoting our special “Kids Free”
program for children 12 and under (with one paying adult)
at the Creation Museum. So far this year, thousands upon
thousands of kids have benefited from this outreach. We are
equipping children and adults with the truth of God’s Word
and presenting the gospel message through a big variety of
exhibits and films—like our incredible new exhibit of dead,
but very special, bones.
OK, I won’t put it off any longer. The bones belong to
Ebenezer, our name for this specimen. Here are a few hints
about Ebenezer and what he is:

10 30
feet high

feet
long

2.3

TONS

Approximate

VALUE

450K

Ebenezer is a dinosaur. But he’s not just any dinosaur!
Ebenezer is truly a world-class specimen. Ebenezer’s
bones belong to what was a full-grown adult allosaur. Most
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impressively, it had
a huge expandable
jaw. What makes this
allosaur extra special is
that of the sixty allosaur
specimens found
in the world, only six have relatively complete skulls—and
our allosaur has a near-complete skull! In technical terms,
Ebenezer was found “partially articulated.” Professionally
restored, these remarkable bones will help the museum
proclaim the truth of creation as well as the Flood of Noah’s
time, as recorded in Genesis.
We praise the Lord that Ebenezer was given to the Creation
Museum so that even more children, teens, and adults
can learn the truth about dinosaurs—instead of hearing
about dinosaurs in the context of evolution. With the use of
dinosaurs, secularists are indoctrinating young people through
public education, secular museums, and the media.
AiG supporters have generously donated the money so that
the Creation Museum can place this exceptional dinosaur
in a high-tech exhibit. As more research is completed on
this superb dinosaur, our stunning allosaur display will be
expanded over time
Plan to visit the Creation Museum this year to meet
Ebenezer at this dinosaur’s spectacular high-tech exhibit.
While here, visit the many other world-class exhibits in
this unique and soul-impacting museum. And remember:
dinosaurs are fascinating to kids, so bring children to the
museum! What an outreach Ebenezer and the entire Creation
Museum can be as a special way to reach the young and old
with the truths of the Bible—the gospel message most of all!
For more information on this wonderful new exhibit, go to
CreationMuseum.org.
*This is the value of the donated specimen and the
exhibit being built to display it.

￼ Ken Ham directs the Creation Museum
in northern Kentucky (west of the Greater
Cincinnati Airport).
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CHURCH GROWTH

God has blessed Community with a campus of 113 acres of prime real-estate just minutes away from downtown Cincinnati,
the Creation Museum, and the Greater Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky airport. Independence is one of the fastest growing
cities in the state of Kentucky, and CFC needs to be equipped to reap a mighty harvest for the glory of God. CFC’s next
building project is the new Children’s Center or Phase 1 of our future building plans. This state-of-the-art, multi-story
structure will feature multiple spacious classrooms, a large children’s auditorium, check-in and tracking systems, and much
more. As a partner or member of Community, think about how these facilities will change your life and the lives of your
children, your grandchildren, and generations to come.
Will you join us in prayer about your part in helping make this vision come to pass? Pastor Bates has established The
Nehemiah Wall project which will help facilitate the construction of the new Children’s Center and sanctuary. Community
will build a wall identifying the names of everyone who participated in The Nehemiah Wall project. Here’s how it works:
Number of Family Names
1 Family Name
2 Family Names
5 Family Names
10 Family Names
25 Family Names
50 Family Names

Total
$5,000
$2,500
$1,000
$500
$200
$100

$5,000
$5,000
$5,000
$5,000
$5,000
$5,000

To make a donation to The Nehemiah Wall project, mail your contribution (marked NW or Wall) to Community Family
Church/CFC, 11875 Taylor Mill Road, Independence, KY 41051. To make a credit card donation, you can visit www.
tommybates.com or call the church office at 859-356-8851. Your donation of any size will make a difference in the Kingdom
of God.
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of primitive isolation into the twentyfirst century, but oil drilling and other
commercial activity in the Amazon
basin has intensified, forcing some
to move into small cities along the
river. An anthropological study group
identified the Kandoshi Indians as
by Barbara Neal one of the most hostile
tribes remaining in South
God
America.

P RO BL EM

In February 2014 I was
researching the Kandoshi Indians who
live in the Amazon basin rainforest in
northern Peru. My husband, Charles,
and a team from Community Family
Church were preparing to make their
first exploratory trip to scout out the
area for evangelism; and I was curious
about the people who lived there.
In my research I found that in
the depths of the Amazon region live
the Kandoshi along with seven other
tribes. Their sense of tribal identity is
strong, and they cling to their ethnic
language and ancestral culture which
included ceremonial cannibalism
and head shrinking in the not too
distant past. The Kandoshi have
largely resisted efforts to move out
16

Little did I know then
how that information
would intersect the
opening night of the first
women’s conference at
the Mission Pentecostal
Evangelistic Independent
Church (MPEI) in San
Lorenzo, Peru in February
2014. Our small ministry
team had just arrived at
San Lorenzo after three
days of arduous travel.

Early the next morning they loaded
the small boat with supplies and
headed up river for their three-day
adventure into the Amazon wilderness.
Since the opening session of the
women’s conference was that night, I
spent the day preparing.

had
knitted
our hearts
together in
an incredible
way and
stayed the
war. With
God, there is
“no small
problem!”

Charles, Wally Shelton, and Pastor
Justo (indigenous pastor working there)
planned to travel up the Marona River
to Puerto Alegria to visit the church
planted in 2012. I would stay in San
Lorenzo for the conference.

Late in the afternoon
Brother Freddy (my
interpreter) informed me
that there was “a small
problem.” The generator
in San Lorenzo had
broken and there would
be no electricity for five
days. Five days with no
electricity and five days
of conference. I was sure
that was no coincidence;
ministering in a largely
unevangelized area you
can expect spiritual
warfare! No problem since the church
has a small gasoline generator.
Brother Freddy and I arrived at
the church and he informed me that
there was “a small problem.” Both
microphones broke when they were
doing a mike check before service.
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I was sure that was no coincidence;
ministering in a largely unevangelized
area you can expect spiritual warfare!
No problem—we can minister without
microphones.

myself. All sorts of thoughts flooded
my mind in the short distance from the
church to pastor’s house... if Charles
had just delayed the trip up river until
tomorrow morning he would know
what to do and how to minister.

Service was about to begin when
The weight of the situation was
Brother Freddy informed me that there heavy on me and I felt so alone. Just as
was “a small problem.” A man from the I stepped through the door of pastor’s
Achuar tribe had killed a Kandoshi
house, the Holy Spirit spoke to my
man while he was fishing
heart, “You are here for
in his boat. The chief of
ministering
such a time as this.”
the Kandoshi village said
The peace of the Lord
in a largely
that unless his body was
unevangelized rested on me and filled
the house. I wrote
returned he would declare
area you
down three Scriptures
war with the Achuar tribe.
and spent the next five
can expect
minutes in intercessory
Brother Freddy said,
spiritual
prayer. Then it was time
“I know that you have a
warfare!
to get up and go into
special message prepared
the service.
for the opening of the
conference, but Pastor Raimundo (host
pastor of the conference) wondered
if you could minister something that
would stay the war since there were
people in the service from both tribes.”
I repeated what he had told me just
to make sure I understood and then
walked to the pastor’s house to collect

The presence of God was almost
tangible as I entered the church. I
ministered to the best of my ability
and handed the service over to Pastor
Raimundo. I was praying as he made
the altar call; I opened my eyes to see
the altar filled with people on their
knees crying out to God. No one
anointed them with oil or laid hands

on them. It was a sovereign move of
God. The only thing I could do was
fall to my knees and praise God for
what He had done.
Hour after hour, day after day I
poured the life and light of God’s
Word into those precious souls. My
English was translated into Spanish
and then into Kandoshi. Although
it was a women’s conference, men,
young people, and children filled the
church and crowded outside the doors
and windows to hear about a God
who loved them and His Son who
died to save them.
When it was time to board the
small plane to leave San Lorenzo, our
Kandoshi brothers and sisters and
other people from the church came
to the little runway (more
like a goat path than an
air strip) to say good-bye.
We hugged, shed a few
tears, and boarded the
plane. God had knitted
Charles and
our hearts together in an Barbara Neal
incredible way and stayed are missionary
the war. With God, there teachers and
members of
is “no small problem!”
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60th anniversary
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orn in Jackson, Tennessee, on
November 22, 1929, Sister Peggy
Richards was destined to be a
chosen vessel of God and to carry the
anointing of the Holy Ghost that would
heal the brokenhearted, open blinded eyes,
set the captive free, and open the prison
to those who were bound. Memphis,
Tennessee was the home where this child
of destiny was called, anointed, and
appointed to preach the Gospel of Jesus
Christ to the world.
Here are the words of Sister Peggy as she
shared her testimony several years before
she departed from this life at 70 years old:

My mind goes back to when I was a very
young girl, and my heart was crying out for
a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus
Christ. You see, I would read the Bible, go
to the Sunday school classes, and to church
services and hear from the Word of God how
men talked to God and God talked to them.
This put such a desire in my heart that I kept
going to the altar, over and over, to be saved.
Now, this was an embarrassment to
my brother Johnny, my sister Grace, and
especially to my mother. So when I would
say ‘I want to be saved,’ Johnny would say,
‘but you joined the church last Sunday.’ Over
and over I would go to the altar with tears
running down my cheeks. Finally, the pastor
said to me, ‘Peggy, I don’t think we have
what you are looking for.’
I said, ‘Well, I just want to walk in the
Spirit, talk to Jesus, and Jesus talk to me. I
want to feel His presence.’
My search was on. . . I started slipping
off to visit other churches. I began reading
the Bible more, praying more, and trying
to understand the book of Acts. How did

the Holy Ghost fall on them like a rushing
mighty wind and they began to speak in other
tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance? I
knew this was what I was looking for!

I knew God was opening doors just like
He said, but this was the hardest thing I ever
had to do because for the next two weeks my
mother was crying and begging me not to go.

Let me say to you, ‘Don’t stop until you are
satisfied.’ Once you know Him, you will go
from level to level in your experience. I began
to press more and more as I praised him, and
I would picture Jesus coming toward me. I
drew closer and closer.

The day the taxi cab pulled into 2550
Persian Street. . . there I was, 16 years old
and weighing 88 pounds, with my suitcase
in one hand and my Bible in the other. As
I waved goodbye to my mother, little did I
know that at the age of 75, she would receive
the baptism of the Holy Ghost with the
evidence of speaking in tongues.

I was 16 years old, and as I was kneeling
there, I suddenly realized I had been lifted
out of my body. I looked down and saw
myself kneeling on the floor. Then as I looked
up, I saw someone coming toward me. I
could see His robe glistening like parachute
material. I knew it was none other than the
Lord Jesus. His face was shining so bright.
It was like looking into the dazzling sun. I
bowed my head. He walked up to me and
said, ‘I want you to go preach my gospel.’
Now I had never heard a woman preach,
and I didn’t know this was in the Bible. Then
He said to me, ‘You go and I will make the
crooked places straight, and the highlands
will become lowlands.’
Following this divine experience, my life
took some major turns. I told the Lord that I
must take care of my mother. Then he said, “I
will supply all your needs.”
The pastor of the church I was now
attending began to ask me to preach to the
young people, and the anointing would come
upon me in a powerful way. Later, I began to
go downtown in Memphis and preach on the
street corners and to the Veteran’s Hospital. I
would visit the men there and get them saved.
Then my pastor called his friend in
Beaumont, Texas to tell him how God was
using me! Soon I received my first longdistance phone call. However, during all
this time, I was bringing my poor mama
much confusion. She did not believe in lady
preachers, nor did she believe in speaking in
the tongues I was trying to convince her of.
As I hung up the phone that day, I will never
forget the look on her face. I told her I had
accepted the invitation from Bro. Carl Neal
to preach him a revival in Texas.

From this revival, the Lord began to open
up one door after the other. I traveled by train
or bus for several years. There were periods
of time when I had different ones traveling
with me to help with the ministry. I’ve seen
thousands come to Christ and hundreds
healed of many different things.
God began to use me in the gifts of the
Spirit early in my ministry. There was a time
that I had my own tent and had a team
working with me as we traveled from place to
place. It wasn’t unusual to be in one church
for 8 or10 weeks because of so many miracles
taking place.

I was pastoring a church when I developed
heart trouble and suffered much pain and
weakness in my body. My strength began to
leave me, and I could only preach 15 to 20
minutes. It was during this time that the
Lord began to deal with me to go back on the
road. He miraculously healed me and after
that I saw more miracles than ever.
Looking back over the years, I have shed
many tears, missed many meals, and had
many lonely hours. But I can say, ‘It has
been worth it all because I know this was my
purpose in life.’
Continued
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He leads me, guides me, feeds me, and
comforts me when I am lonely. I can say
before the Lord today that this experience is
real, and Jesus will be a friend to you. . . He’s
all I need. I have felt His presence in the car
with me, on the train, and when I’m up in
the air on a plane, He is there.
When it seemed I couldn’t go another
mile, He would visit me in the night hours.
I would awake the next morning with a new
desire to preach another sermon, see another
soul saved and another body healed. When
He called me to preach, He knew there would
be trials to face, mountains to climb, and
deserts to cross, but bless His holy name! It
gets sweeter as the days go by. I love Him
more this morning than ever before.

and overflowing. That week the offerings
exceeded anything we had ever experienced
before. Every evening before the service
businessmen called saying, “God spoke
to me today to give this offering to Sister
Richards.” Sixty-one people were saved,
over 65 were baptized in the Holy Ghost,
and more than 100 new families were
added to the church – all in six days!
Friday night came, ending six nights
of heaven on earth. Sister Richards was
stronger than ever before.
The next 14 years (1985 through 1999)
proved to be the most exciting times
of anticipation and expectation for our
annual “Homecoming” reunion with Sister
Peggy Richards every September.

In August 1985, I was on the tractor
mowing a field when God spoke so clearly
in my mind, “Peggy Richards.” I didn’t
know who she was. I had never met her,
heard of her, or read anything about her.
At the time, she was in Memphis on a
seven-day prayer and fast. On the seventh
day, God spoke to her that she was going
to receive a letter in the mail from a young
pastor and that she would go to a city
she had never been to before and preach
in a church to people she had never met.
God said that she would go the first week
of December and an incredible spiritual
explosion would take place. That young
pastor was me! December 1985 was our
first union with Sister Peggy. Hallelujah!
What an encounter with Jesus we had
in the services with Sister Peggy Richards
during the first week of December 1985. It
was a glorious week of dynamic preaching
and many manifestations of the gifts of
the Spirit. The sanctuary was packed
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the hospital and spent a few days with her
family. Then she told Sister Arlene, “Take
me home, Arlene; I’m ready to go home.”
She stood up strong, walked to the car,
and traveled from Memphis, Tennessee
to Arkansas. They arrived at their country
home. Chickens were in the hen house,
deer in the woods, and the smell of fresh,
crisp air blew through the barren, winter
trees. It was so peaceful and mystically
quiet as the feet of this dynamic prophetess
walked down the sidewalk into the door of
her sanctified prayer shelter. As she walked
through the threshold of her home, she
took a deep breath and started to slump
over. At that moment, Sister Peggy looked
Arlene in the eyes and gave her last words,
“I did good didn’t I, Arlene?”
On December 3, 1999, Sister Peggy
Richards joined that great “cloud of
witnesses.” My children, wife, and I
have been blessed beyond all measure by
having known Sister Richards for 14 years.
Throughout those years, I talked to Sister
Richards often on the phone. Her absence
left a great void in my life, but we all know
there’s a great “cloud of witnesses” waiting
for our final entry into the “arena of the
overcomers.” This brings to mind that
great song Dottie Rambo penned years
ago, “Ring the bell, blow the horn, shout
Hallelujah, I’m a weary pilgrim running
my last mile home, Oh, what a grand
homecoming!”

Sister Richards continued with
her preaching engagements until the
Thanksgiving holiday in 1999. The gifts
of the Spirit flowed through her in such
a dynamic way, but her body was getting
weak. She went to the hospital, but the
doctor explained medical science could
do nothing for her. He said she would
soon lose all consciousness, know no one,
and then pass from this life. Sister Peggy
said, “Doctor, if I die, I will die in my
right mind.” She checked herself out of
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Was it just me or when you started into your 20s, did you feel like some sort of light bulb was illuminated and you saw things
so much differently than you always had? Where did that power for the light bulb come from? Why did it take so long to come on?
I don’t know that I have an answer to those questions. But I am realizing that it is now happening to me spiritually. Even though
this girl is way out of her 20s and is speeding toward the big 4-0, I’m spiritually entering my 20s.

experienced so many things in my Word is our map to Heaven and the expectation is that we know
walk with the Lord. The decisions I what He wants and we do our best to follow after Him. But I’ll admit
would have made at the beginning that I’ve gotten lost along the way. No, I haven’t gone back into my
of my spiritual life are not ones sinful way of living, thinking, and being. What I have done is lose
I would make now. I can see that through circumstances and sight of what He really, really wants: God doesn’t want me to do
experiences, I have matured in the Lord. Some of
more for Him. He wants more of me.
those experiences were rough and painful, but He
He wants me.
truly has worked all things together for my good!
Maybe to those of you who are reading this, that
More of my
is quite obvious to you and you are doing just that.
Somehow though, we, as Christians, reach a point
Giving Him more of you! I praise God that you are!
heart. More of
where we have been born again for a long period
But this girl, this soldier, this warrior is getting honest
my life. More
of time and we can get a little... content. We are
with herself and realizing that she is trying to earn
of me.
happily going along, singing and praising as we
something that just isn’t possible to earn.
go. Sure, we experience some rough periods, who
doesn’t? But things are flowing, life is happening,
He wants me. More of my heart. More of my life.
and we think we are well on our way to where He is leading us. More of me. It’s not about more time and hours spent working in
But suddenly, a light comes on and we halt in our travels and say, ministry...He wants more of me... And you.
‘What in the world am I doing?’
Works should come from a heart that is thankful and grateful.
That’s where this gal is. I’ve been born again for 21 years and But, working to gain God’s approval is pointless. It can’t be done.
suddenly, I’ve been halted in my walk and God has shone a light It shouldn’t be done. Think about that fact that God wants to know
directly into my heart. He is taking me through places that I can you. He loves you – always at your best, but especially at your worst.
honestly say I don’t want to go. I don’t want to deal with what He His love is never changing. His grace is tireless. There is absolutely
is bringing to me. I want to go back to my contented state and nothing you can do to make Him love you more or less! He just
keep on going.
wants more of you.
But He loves me way too much to let me go back to my
contented state.
I ask myself, “How can it be that you have been saved for 21
years and you are now going back to the beginning?” Well, I got
here through trying to make sure I followed all of the “rules and
regulations” and trying to earn my grace by doing all the right
things. There is nothing wrong with doing “the right things.” The

I pray that God would speak to you if that is where you are in your
walk with Him too. I pray that you understand
the level of His love and grace. All He is wants is
all of you, not all that you can do, are going to do
or want to do. He just wants you.
Kellie has attended CFC for 20 years. She enjoys
reading, writing and spending time outdoors.
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Please support our sponsors through your prayers and patronage!
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If you would like to sponsor The Kentucky Voice magazine, please contact Eric Bates.

Please support our sponsors through your prayers and patronage!

Call 859.363.2372 or e-mail eric.bates@cfcky.com
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11875 Taylor Mill Road
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859.356.8851
Sunday: 9 & 11 am and 6:30 pm
Wednesday: 7 pm

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
Independence,
KY 41051
Permit No. 30

