From the Pastor’s Desk
“This is that!” He shouted, “The ancient
prophecy of Joel has come to pass today!
The Holy Ghost has come, the Comforter
has arrived!”

IN
THE

by Pastor Tommy Bates

He said
this outpouring
is coming in
two seasons:
an early rain
and a latter
rain—one
season for
planting and
another season
for bringing in
the harvest. We
are now in the
“Latter Rain” of
the outpouring
of the Spirit as
prophesied by
the Prophet
Joel.

even hundred years
before the birth of
Christ, the Prophet
Joel declared
there would be an
outpouring of the Spirit of God upon the
earth. This outpouring would precede a
series of cataclysmic events that would
set the earth in chaos and bring it to a
crashing halt as the age of a sin-dominated
world is swallowed up in a glorious reign
of righteousness. The ancient scriptures
describe the earth as groaning in convulsive
activity effecting Nature’s natural cycles
of seedtime and harvest. Even the heavens
would produce signs of solar and lunar
eclipses to paint the sky with the moon
turning blood red and the sun covered
with a black veil.
On the day of Pentecost, as described in
the book of Acts, there came a sound from
heaven as of a rushing and a mighty wind.
This phenomenon filled an upper room
in Jerusalem where 120 men and women
were waiting on the promise from God the
Father to send them another Comforter.
Jesus had been crucified, laid in a borrowed
tomb, and resurrected. For forty days, He
had been seen by many; but now He had
ascended into heaven. This small flock
of faithful, loving followers of Jesus were
patiently waiting when the Holy Ghost
fell on each one of them and they began
to speak in other tongues. The neighbors
in the city could not explain such a
manifestation of praise, laughter, singing,
quaking, leaping, and an abundance of joy.
As the crowd gathered in the streets around
this large building, something which had
never been seen before was happening on
the second floor. Voices began to shout
out, “These people are drunk!” But Peter
stood out on the porch of that building
and boldly proclaimed, “This is that!”

God said in the last days I will pour out
of My Spirit upon all flesh. What a change
had taken place on the earth. In less than
thirty years of that upper-room experience,
the 120 men and women turned the world
upside down. Secular university studies
estimate that over fifty percent of the
known world in the first century had come
to a personal confession that Jesus Christ
is the Savior of the world. Because they
knew the prophecy of Joel, the common
word among the believers was Maranatha,
meaning “the Lord cometh.” They were
expecting the world to come to a sudden
end and Jesus Christ to return and reign in
righteousness upon the earth. They were
intensely looking for the White Horse
from John’s Revelation to come piercing
through the Eastern Sky carrying the King
of Kings and Lord of Lords.
James, the pastor of the church in
Jerusalem, was moved on by the Holy
Ghost and wrote prophetic instructions
concerning this great outpouring of the
Spirit. He said this outpouring is coming
in two seasons: an early rain and a latter
rain—one season for planting and another
season for bringing in the harvest. We
are now in the “Latter Rain” of the
outpouring of the Spirit as prophesied
by the Prophet Joel. Noticeable signs
of this Day of Pentecost renewal and
Apostolic refreshing began around 1900 in
various parts of the world. In the United
States, Topeka, Kansas; East Texas; Azusa
Street, California; and the Appalachian
mountains are those that have been noted
as beginnings of this awesome experience.
Page 12 describes this latter rain experience
within my own family.
We love you,
Pastor Tommy Bates

If you want to know more about God’s never failing grace or need help finding Christ, call us at 859-356-8851 or email cfcoffice@cfcky.com.
We make every effort to ensure that authors and advertisers reflect the highest principles and credibility. However, the opinions, beliefs, and viewpoints expressed by authors and
advertisers in this publication may not necessary reflect the opinions, beliefs, and viewpoints of Community Family Church.
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bridging the gap media guide
TELEVISION
NATIONAL BROADCASTS
Station/Network
TCT (DirecTV 377 & Sky Angel 133)
CTN (DirectTV 376 & Dish 267 & Sky Angel 136)
The Church Channel
(DirectTV 371 & Dish 264 & TBN Digital Outlets)
Alabama
Station/Network
Jasper • WACN-TV 16 			
Talladega • WOIL-TV 47
Florida
Station/Network
Ft. Meyers/Naples • WRXY-49/dTV 34
Pensacola/Mobile(AL) • WHBR-TV/dTV 34
Tampa/St. Pete/Sarasota • WCLF-TV 22/dTV 21
Georgia/South Carolina
Station/Network
NEW Atlanta • WATC-TV 57 • (Comcast ch2)
Augusta • WBPI-TV 49
Illinois
Station/Network
Decatur • WLCF (various channels-see local listings)
Harrisburg • WTCT

Date/Time
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Tuesday, 7 p.m. EST
Friday, 9 p.m. EST

Date/Time
Sunday, 9:30 a.m. CST & Wed., 8:30 a.m. CST
Sunday, 9:30 a.m. CST & Thurs., 11 a.m. CST
Date/Time
Thursday, 6:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, 9 a.m. CST
Friday, 11:30 a.m. EST
Date/Time
Sunday, 10 a.m. EST
Sunday, 8:30 a.m. EST
Date/Time
Tuesday, 6 p.m. CST
Sunday, 9:30 p.m. CST

Indiana
Station/Network
Fort Wayne • WINM-TV 63

Date/Time
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST

Kentucky
Station/Network
Beattyville • WLJC-TV 			
Harlan/Somerset/Lexington • WAGV-TV 44
Louisville • WBNA-TV 21 		
Paducah/Cape Girardeau (MO) • CTCT-TV 27

Date/Time
Sunday, 8 a.m. EST
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST
Sunday, 10:30 a.m. EST
Sunday, 9:30 p.m. CST

Louisiana
Station/Network
Northeast (LA)/Southern (AR) • KMCT-TV 39
NEW Shreveport, LA • KSHV-TV 45
(Comcast ch9/Dish & Direct ch45)

Date/Time
Tues., 10:30 a.m. CST & Thurs., 5:30 p.m. CST
Sunday, 8:30 a.m. CST

Michigan
Station/Network
Bay City/Flint/Saginaw • WAQP-TV 49
Detroit • WDWO-TV 18 			
Grand Rapids/Kalamazoo/Muskegon • WTLJ-TV 54

Date/Time
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST

Mississippi
Station/Network
Tupelo/Columbus • WEPH

Date/Time
Tuesday, 6 p.m. CST

New York
Station/Network
Buffalo • WNYB-TV 26

Date/Time
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST

North Carolina
Station/Network
Greensboro/High Point/Winston Salem
Lumberton, NC WLPS-TV 7
Raleigh/Durham/Fayetteville • WRAY-TV 42

Ohio
Station/Network
Cleveland/Akron/Canton/Kent • WRLM-TV 47
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky • WSTR 64

Date/Time
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, 8:00 a.m. EST

South Carolina
Station/Network
Charleston • WLCN-TV 18
Greenville(Asheville, NC) • WGGS-TV 16

Date/Time
Tuesday, 7 p.m. EST
Sunday, 8:30 a.m. EST

Tennessee
Station/Network
Chattanooga • WDEF-TV 12
Dyersburg/Memphis/Tri-Cities • WLFG-TV 49
Knoxville • WEZK-TV 28
NEW Knoxville • WKNX-DT 7
(Comcast ch4/Charter ch7/Dish & Direct ch7)
Sevierville/Smokey Mountains • WJZC-TV 22

Date/Time
Sunday, 7 a.m. EST
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST
Sunday, 7:30 a.m. EST
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST

Virginia
Station/Network
Abingdon/Grundy • WLFG-TV 49

Date/Time
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST

West Virginia
Station/Network
Bluefield/Beckley/Oak Hill • WLFB-TV 40

Date/Time
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST

Canada
Station/Network
Toronto • WNYP
Windsor • WDWO

Date/Time
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST

RADIO
Station/Network
Harlan, KY • WFSR 970 AM
BRIDGING THE GAP ONLINE

Date/Time
Sunday, 8:30-9:30 a.m. EST

If you can’t receive Pastor Bates’ TV program on your TV, log on to the following websites
and watch online:
Date/Time
Network/Website
Friday, 11:30 a.m. EST
CTN • www.ctnonline.com 		
Sunday, 9 a.m. CST
CTN • www.whbr.org 			
Thursday, 6:30 p.m. EST
CTN • www.wrxytv.com 		
24/7 Archived Programs
CWEBTV • www.cwebtv.net 		
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST
Living Faith • www.livingfaithtv.com
24/7 Archived Programs
trueGODtv • www.truegod.tv		
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
TCT • www.tct.tv 			
Watchmen • www.watchmenbroadcasting.org Sunday, 8:30 a.m. EST

Date/Time
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
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COMMUNITY NEWS & INFORMATION

Pastor Bates’ Ministries Dates

JANUARY - MARCH 2014

JANUARY
January 2 at 7pm EST • Family Chapel Church of God • Pigeon Forge, TN •
865-250-3040 • www.familychapelcog.com
FEBRUARY
February 3 & 4 at 7pm EST • Crystal River Church of God • Crystal River, FL •
352-795-3079 • www.crystalrivercog.com
February 6 & 7 at 7pm EST • Community Life Center • Port Charlotte, FL •
941-629-0999 • www.clclive.org
February 21 at 7pm CST • Ozark Church of God Winterfest • Branson, MO •
www.winterfest2014.com
February 24-March 3 • Guatemala Missions Trip
MARCH
March 10 & 12 7pm • Winners Church • West Palm Beach, FL • 561-683-6633 •
www.winnerstoday.net
March 26-29 • CFC Youth Conference
Dates and times may be subject to change or cancellation. Please contact the location of the event to confirm date and
time before driving long distance. Pastor Bates’ itinerary is updated on a regular basis at www.tommybates.com.

“Native American Identity,
Christianity, and Critical
Contextualization” is authored by
Pastor Tommy Bates’ son, Professor
T. Eric Bates. He is an administrator
for Tommy Bates Ministries and a
PhD candidate at Union Institute &
University, Cincinnati, Ohio, USA.
Order now online at
www.tommybates.com/store

4

The Kentucky Voice • January - March 2014 • www.cfcky.com

COMMUNITY NEWS & INFORMATION

DAYS OF CONSECRATION:
A SUMMARY BY PASTOR TOMMY BATES

Jehovah M’Kaddesh means “The Lord is My
Sanctifier.” God has set us apart as a peculiar
people, a holy nation, and a royal people that we should give
Him praise. He has sanctified us by His blood, the Word, and
the Holy Spirit—we are definitely set apart by our Savior. He is
my sanctification, that is what Jesus Christ has done for me; but
to be used in the Kingdom of God, I must consecrate myself.
I must put my body in subjection through prayer, fasting, and
giving.
This time of 40 days of consecration at the beginning of the year
will determine the productivity of the other 325 days. I know it
for sure! I’ve done it, God honors it, and the results are incredible!
Use wisdom and do only what you are capable of doing. Some
folks fast one day a week; others give up soft drinks, candy bars,
and junk food (might I suggest for the well being of your temple
that you try fasting these items the majority of the year) or some
other food; others fast the 24-hour Jewish fast, the Esther fast,
or the Daniel’s fast. Determine what to do as unto the Lord that
this year will bring the blessings of the cross of Jesus upon your
family. “They that hunger and thirst after righteousness” shall be
filled! (If desired, contact the church office for more information
concerning the different types of fasting.)
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CHRISTIAN LIVING

by Beth Stephens
I can picture the woman now…weak,
sick, depressed. It’s been too long—twelve
years too long! Mark 5:25–26 says that
this woman had an issue of blood and
everything the doctors had tried to do for
her only made things worse. To make the
matter more serious, she had spent all her
money on these doctors! So now she is
not only sick, weak, and depressed, she is
also broke. What a horrible situation this
woman found herself in.
But finally a ray of hope! Someone
passed by her apartment and saw the sick
woman looking out the window with a
tear-stained face. Because this woman
was “unclean,” perhaps the passerby
should just keep on walking and ignore
the desperation that was evident by her
countenance. Maybe the passerby should
do what hundreds of other people were
doing—mind their own business and let
the poor lady manage things the best she
could. The temptation was only a fleeting
thought as the person begins to remember
all the awesome miracles performed by
Jesus, the Miracle Worker. Dead people
had come back to life, fish and bread had
multiplied, leprosy had vanished, blinded
eyes were opened, and paralyzed people
were now running and leaping. These
miracles were all too marvelous not to
share! Did the person knock on her door
or shout from the street below? I really
don’t know. What I do know is the person
could no longer be silent about the good
news! “Hey, lady…I don’t know what is
wrong with you, but there’s a man named
Jesus who is about to pass through your
town! He heals the sick and raises the
dead! I’ve even experienced His miraculous
power in my own life!”
Most of you know how this story ends.
Once the sick woman heard the good
news, she was filled with hope and faith
was born. Mark 5:27 says, “When she had
heard of Jesus, came in the press behind,

and touched his garment.” She mustered
up enough strength and courage to leave
her apartment, pushed through the crowd,
and touched Jesus’ clothes. And, yes, she
was immediately made whole!
But today we would not have this
amazing miracle that has encouraged
so many people over the years if the
passerby had not taken the time to tell this
desperate woman that her situation was
possible with Jesus, the Great Physician.
For the sick woman to have heard about
Jesus, somebody had to tell. And in our
generation, God wants you to be that
somebody!
In our modern age of
Christianity, we often pass
people by and just remain
silent. “What if they think I’m
weird? What if they don’t agree
with my theology? What if…
What if?” Unfortunately the
enemy has used this tactic for
years. However, this story shows
what can happen if one person
will boldly testify of the lifechanging power of our Savior!
If your marriage has been restored,
testify about it! If you have been healed of
cancer, testify about it! If you have been
delivered of an addiction, testify about it!
If your family has been saved, testify about
it! If the Lord has done anything for you,
stand up and testify of our Lord’s power!
Your testimony may be all someone needs
to allow God to change his or her life! Can
the Lord depend on you?

￼ Beth is an evangelist based in Athens, Georgia
who travels nationally and internationally. Visit
www.bethstephens.org for more information.
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featured article

FA I T
he
by Dr. S

everal
years ago, my husband and I traveled to
Rome, Italy. It was a beautiful and exciting
trip but very sobering. We found ourselves
positioned directly in the stands of the Roman
Coliseum—exactly where the Christians had
been the entertainment, as they were being
torn and devoured by the lions. Suddenly I
thought about my faith. I thought if my faith
were tested in this arena, could I too endure
the torture and pain of impending death all
because I would not renounce my Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ?
When you say the word faith, your mind
quickly recalls the life of a believer because, as
believers, our entire foundation of Christianity
is built on faith. We all know that it takes faith
to accomplish anything, and faith is the power
behind our ability to move forward to receive.
The entire chapter of Hebrews 11 presents
critical situations that called for the action of
critical faith. Romans 12:3 says that God hath
dealt to every man the measure of faith. I am
wondering if we, as believers, truly understand
just how important our faith is to move critical
mountains.
We are living in an hour which may require
something more than just “the measure of
faith,” to sustain us. Challenging our measure
produces greater faith! Globally we are moving
rapidly into a “crisis” mode; an emergent state

8
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But without faith it is impossible to please
him. For he that cometh to God must
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder
of those who diligently seek him.
— Hebrews 11:6

that may take
a faith that is
bigger than the
chaos. Think about
this, if we have a small
problem, it only takes
a small amount of faith
to operate. But, when the
situation rises to a height
that we cannot even begin to
reach, we know this requires the
“big guns faith!”

Many
people are
still struggling with
no breakthrough because
the true principle of faith is
not understood. Simply put,
Hebrews 11:1 says “Faith is
believing in something
you can’t see.”

Here’s the global problem. The church is
filled with people who are trying to operate in
a faith, yet they do not have a real relationship
with God. They have never built the
infrastructure of their faith that is needed to
really work on their behalf. They are trying to
move a God that, they don’t talk to, worship,
live for, or serve. They ask, then they show an
attitude when God doesn’t do anything.
Here’s the breakdown of critical faith.
It works every time! Critical faith is strong,
resilient, and fearless; it resonates around every
negative opposition to bring it down. Critical
faith never sleeps; it’s constantly in action
and working on your behalf. Critical faith is
never moved by cancer, tumors, leprosy, or
even death. It is indeed a live entity within the
believer who has a relationship with a God that
cannot fail. Critical faith produces a power that
operates in and out of you. It defines you and
becomes identifiable within you. Critical faith

even marks you! This kind of faith is produced
from the intimacy that is developed in our
walk with the Lord as we diligently seek Him.
Something wonderful happens as we focus on
critical faith. It’s this faith that says, “I know
that God is in control even if the situation
hasn’t changed or seems to be getting worse.”
Critical faith says “I believe that God’s power
can defy the odds of my expected end with this
terminal disease.” And, critical faith says, “My
faith will keep me even if it means offering up
my very life for the cause of Christ.”
Each day brings more diverse problems:
global unsettledness from unresolved issues,
national debt, war and rumors of war from
one country to another. We are subjected to
poverty, disease, and fear of losing everything
we have from one day to the next. But critical
faith moves me beyond what I see into a
realm that I cannot see. We must be sober
and diligent in understanding that God has
designed a strategy for us to conquer all.
The chaos will not end, but rather grow
worse. God is looking for an army of believers
who are totally consumed with a critical faith.
They know that this faith will produce power
to get the job done. How can we be certain
when we live in an uncertain world? Our faith
must become critical to overcome those things
that we may have to endure in this life. Perhaps
our sufferings are indeed minor compared to
the intense persecution and cold cruelty faced
by the apostles, disciples and Christians of long
ago. But whatever comes, if my faith is secure
in my Lord Jesus Christ, I will endure and I
will attain. My developed measure of faith has
produced a critical faith for critical times!
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To learn more about
Dr. Shelia Isom, visit
www.drsisom.org.

featured article

MOVING FORWARD
by Brad Wells

reaching forth unto those things which are
before, I press toward the mark for the prize of
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” (KJV)
We must continually press forward. We must
press through the past to get to the now in the
Lord. And we must press through the now, our
comfort zone, to get to where God wants us to
be. We must press forward to reach the destiny
God has in store for us.

We have made it to 2014. What a journey. We
were never alone during our journey. God was
with us every step of the way, and He directed
every step as we let Him.
At times moving forward may seem almost
impossible. Because we don’t know the
future—not even the next moment—we
might feel as though we are walking in the
dark without a light. We don’t know what’s
lurking “out there” in the dark. We may recall
too vividly other similar “dark” times. We may
allow things from our past to haunt us and
occupy every thought. So how can we move
forward confidently?

I believe three types of people
can’t move forward for God:
1. The ones who continue to live in the past and
perhaps even long for or desire the past
2. The ones who love their comfort zone
3. The ones who live in fear of what lies ahead

The Apostle Paul wrote in Philippians
3:13-14: “Brethren, I count not myself to
have apprehended: but this one thing I do,
forgetting those things which are behind, and

Are you “longing for or desiring”
the past? Look at Genesis 19:17 and 26:
“And it came to pass, when they had brought
them forth abroad, that he said, escape for thy
life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou
in all the plain; escape to the mountain, lest
thou be consumed. . . . But his wife looked
back from behind him, and she became a
pillar of salt.”(KJV) God’s message to Lot was
clear: “Leave. Don’t look back. Move forward
to safety where I want you and your family.”
As Lot and his family were moving forward to
the place God had for them, Lot’s wife longed
for the place where they had been more than
she longed for the place where God was taking
them. She may have even said, “You don’t
understand. We were doing so well and I like
where we were.” When she looked back, Lot’s
wife didn’t reach the destiny that God had in
store for her.
Do you love your comfort zone
where you seem to know what
is going on and you aren’t
overwhelmed? Moving forward out of
our comfort zone can be challenging because
we can’t see the end of our journey. All along
the way, God wants us to rest in Him and trust
Him on everything. If we are comfortable with
everything about our lives, we may not listen
for God’s voice and trust Him.
Exodus 14:10-12 says, “And when Pharaoh
drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted up their
eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians marched
after them; and they were sore afraid: and the
children of Israel cried out unto the Lord. And
they said unto Moses, because there were no
graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die
in the wilderness? Wherefore hast thou dealt
thus with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt? Is
not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt,
saying, let us alone, that we may serve the

Egyptians? For it had been better for us to serve
the Egyptians, than that we should die in the
wilderness.” (KJV) The Hebrews had a comfort
zone and liked it the way it was. They also
didn’t reach the destiny God had for them.
Are you living in fear of what lies
ahead? The fear of change, the unknown,
and of failure can be paralyzing. Fear can stop
progress in the secular world and in the work
of the Lord. But fear is not of the Lord, and we
must trust Him always.
Matthew 14:28-32 says: “And Peter answered
him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come
unto thee on the water. And he said, Come. And
when Peter was come down out of the ship, he
walked on the water, to go to Jesus. But when
he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and
beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save
me. And immediately Jesus stretched forth his
hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O
thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?
And when they were come into the ship, the
wind ceased.”(KJV)
In Joshua 3:4, God promised Joshua that He
would lead him each step of the way across
the Red Sea. God instructed Joshua to move
forward behind the Ark of the Covenant, which
represents the presence of the Lord: “Yet there
shall be a space between you and it, about two
thousand cubits by measure: come not near unto
it, that ye may know the way by which ye must
go: for ye have not passed this way heretofore.”
(KJV) The Lord wants you to know you also can
move forward and reach your destiny in Him
because He will go before you to pave the way.
We must keep moving forward to advance
the Kingdom of God and win souls for His
kingdom. If we trust God and move forward,
2014 can be a dynamic time for each of us. If
the Lord be for us, who can be against us?
Brad and Nina
Wells are members
of Community
Family Church.
Brad serves as a
minister, an elder,
a deacon, and a
teacher at CFC.
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Sketch by Uriah Thomas, Navajo

ecently I was awakened
around 3 a.m. following
an unusual and thoughtprovoking dream. In this
dream, I was standing at
the edge of a large field.
To my left I saw a giant of a man bound by
ropes and stakes to the ground. I could see
that he was struggling to get loose and free
himself, but to no avail. As I approached, I
noticed that it was a Native American man.
I looked closely and could see that the ropes
were inscribed with words such as: hopeless,
alcohol, drugs, suicide, anger, fear, depression,
unforgiveness, abuse, etc. I wanted to help,
but the things that bound him were bigger
than I alone could handle. My attention was
then directed to another giant figure lying
nearby in a field.

After a time of lying there, wondering and
praying about the dream, the Lord began
to speak to my spirit about what I had
experienced. It was then that I became very
disturbed, disheartened, and disappointed.

I cautiously approached this figure, because
there were no constraints or bindings that I
could see. The figure was lying there as if it
were sleeping. It was not being forced to stay
in that position, but it appeared that it had
chosen to lie down. All I could see were the
words, “My Church” written across the chest.

Working in Native American ministry is a
real challenge at times, because it truly feels
that, to most churches, they are a forgotten
and overlooked people group. I have even
been told by “church people” that what
we do is not really missions, since we are
working within the United States.

10

God began to bring to my
memory many prophetic words
that had been spoken over
the Native American people,
including the latter day revival
that is coming to those nations. I
recalled the words spoken by Rev.
Billy Graham several years ago
that referred to the “awakening of
the Brown Giant.” It soon became
clear to me what I had seen in the
dream.

The dream became clear. We have an
awakening of the Brown Giant taking place,
but we have a church in America that seems
to be sleeping and not taking notice of the
bindings that are so tightly constraining
the people. The dream has been constantly
on my mind and I continue to pray for
clarification.
Recently I was studying in the book of
Acts, when the Lord led me to chapter 3.
As I read the account of Peter and John
encountering the lame man at the gate
called Beautiful, God began to show me
a clearer definition of the dream. The
man, who had been lame from birth, was
carried to the gate each morning to beg
for alms. I immediately realized a parallel
to this and the generational curses of my
Native American brothers. A spirit of
poverty cradles our people in its wicked
arms and lays them out daily, begging for a
handout. What got them into this need for
dependence on others?
On a recent trip to the Washita Memorial
Museum in Cheyenne, Oklahoma, I read
where the troops had forced the Plains
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Indians, such as the Cheyenne, Arapaho,
Lakota and others, into designated lands
or reservations. These nomadic hunters,
who followed the buffalo and hunted the
land for survival, were forced to live in one
designated area, where the game had been
overhunted to near extinction. The people
were starving. The government sent seeds
and other farming supplies and told them
to fend for themselves.
However, these people were great hunters,
not farmers. Now they were forced to
learn a new lifestyle so they could survive.
To assist these great hunters, the federal
government began to send food rations and
supplies. This caused dependence
on the government—the very
people who placed them in these
open prisons or land trusts.
America the beautiful, the gate
to freedom, had now become the
place where our proud brothers
and sisters were forced to beg to
survive. Unfortunately, many of
their cries for help were met with
blankets laced with small-pox and
other infections and diseases, and
rations of rancid meat to feed their
families.
The poverty that exists among
our Native people is both physical
and spiritual. The generational and
spiritual strongholds that bind our
people place them in a position of
believing that this is the life they
must live and there is no escaping
it. This opens doors to alcoholism,
drug addictions, suicide, and many mental
and physical diseases.
The church has the answer; and like
Peter and John, we must affix our eyes on
America’s First People, the First fruits of this
nation, and speak forth, “Look on us.” They
need Christ just as any other indigenous
people around the world. The church needs
to be an example and break out of the
mindset that we just keep enabling—the
hand-out mentality that the government
started and is continuing today. I have been
there to see churches going out in the name
of Jesus, many times tripping over each
other, to give a hand-out.

Don’t get me wrong. I’m not against
benevolence and caring for the physical
needs of the poor. But we must not lose
focus on the whole picture. I have yet to
see a naked and starving young person
commit suicide. What good are we doing
when we send out armies of people into
neighborhoods to hand out sack lunches
and put a fresh coat of paint on the exterior
of a home, knowing that the inside is ruled
by darkness and is collapsing from within.
There comes a time when it is more about
souls and finding a way to disciple and
train people in the ways of Jesus, than it is
to put a feather in a missions’ cap. Why go

We have two giants that need to arise:
one is bound and one is sleeping! The
Giant of a Church must wake up, stand
up, and speak life and strength into a giant
that is desperately trying to arise. We have
the power of the Holy Spirit to loosen the
constraints and to see an outpouring take
place among America’s First People. As
the Holy Spirit rises up within us, we will
be able to see the strength return to their
bodies and legs. Then we will see the Native
American people take their rightful place as
spiritual leaders in these last days.
Arise my brother; the time has come to
check into your destiny. Your reservation has
been confirmed and now, by the
power of the Holy Spirit, I speak
life into the plan that was to bring
death. You have been reserved for
this time. Now arise!

into a neighborhood to build a church and
return home to show off the photographs
of the beautiful exterior, while failing to
mention that the interior has no electricity,
sheetrock, or flooring? Whose kingdom are
we building?
It breaks my heart to minister in a
community where we find spiritually
hungry people, but no one there to disciple
them when we leave. Church, we have the
answer. Like Peter and John, we must say,
“Silver and gold have I none, but such as
I have, I give to you.” As the people reach
for the hand-out, we must extend our right
hand of strength and declare, “Arise!”

Johnny K. Hughes
is the Executive
Director of Indian Ministries of North
America, Inc.
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60th anniversary reflections

by Pastor Tommy Bates

M

y mother’s great grandparents on her
grandmother’s side were Harriet and Powell
Marcum from Clay County, Kentucky.
They were Bible-believing Methodists. One
day in 1906 while my great-great grandmother was picking
peas in the beautiful mountains of Kentucky, the power of
God fell on her. She lost her natural language and began
speaking in a heavenly tongue. Because others thought that
she had suffered a stroke, they cooled her face with water
from the creek. However, they had no success of bringing
her out of this supernatural trance. They assumed that
colder water might work, so they drew water from the well,
but their efforts again failed. When she came to herself a
few hours later, she said, “Oh what a blessing I received
from heaven.” In the Appalachian Mountains, the “Latter
Rain” was first called “The Blessing.”

Harriet Marcum (center w/out hat and white dress) and the Snail Creek
Holiness Church (a converted schoolhouse) in eastern Indiana.
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Harriet and Powell Marcum
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION

Faith

“By faith Noah...”
{Hebrews 11:7}

By Ken Ham, President, Answers in Genesis
had many battles. Looking
back, even though sometimes
we couldn’t understand what
was happening at the time
and why, we can see God’s
hand leading us.

In 1979, my wife Mally and I took
what was to us a big step of faith. I
resigned from my position as a public
school teacher to go full time into the
creation apologetics ministry. We had no
guarantees of money to live on, but we
could testify to an obvious calling on our
lives from the Lord to go into ministry.
In 1987, Mally and I took another
step of faith. We moved to America.
Even though we did not know the Lord
had planned it, the Answers in Genesis
ministry was the result.
In December 1993, along with two
other families, we prepared to move to
the northern Kentucky area to start AiG
and eventually build a Creation Museum.
In May 2007, the Creation Museum
was opened, and almost 2 million people
have now visited this high-tech, Godhonoring facility.
We’ve seen many miracles of provision
over the years. But like the Israelites
conquering the Promised Land, we’ve
14

Even with these steps of
faith, I recognize that our
steps were relatively small
compared to the faith of some
of the giants of the Bible. I
often think of the great faith
Noah must have had when he obeyed
God’s instruction to build an Ark to save
his family and the land-animal kinds.

Now, this was at a time when the
American economy was starting to get in
deep trouble with the Great Recession.
The obvious question was: should AiG
attempt such a huge project when so
many people were having a tough time
and might not be able to help with their
donations? But what better time was it to
proclaim a message of hope and salvation
to millions of people?
The Ark Encounter, to be built on
some beautiful property right off I-75
in Williamstown, Kentucky has been a
giant step of faith. And yet, as I think
about Noah, our endeavors really pale by
comparison.

Considering only eight people boarded
that Ark, and reading the description of
a wicked world in Genesis 6, I can only
imagine what Noah had to endure.
Most everyone must have mocked
him. He spent years building an Ark,
believing God that there was going to be
a catastrophic judgment by water. As far
as we know, he didn’t know how long he
would be on the Ark; and he would have
to trust God to take care of his family
and the animals. No wonder Noah is
found in what I call the “Faith Hall of
Fame” recorded in Hebrews 11.

What a privilege it is that we can
remind the world of a great man, Noah,
and the faith-step he took, so that we can
also share with the world about sin, God’s
judgment on it, and God’s love and
provision for our salvation.

In October 2007, months after AiG’s
Creation Museum opened, we stepped
out in faith once again. We decided to
build a full-size Noah’s Ark in order to
remind people of Noah’s faithfulness,
God’s judgment, and His salvation.

In the near future, visitors
to the full-size Ark will
be challenged to have an
encounter with the Lord Jesus.
See ArkEncounter.com.

Praise God, our construction permits
have either been obtained or are in
process, some incredibly creative exhibits
have already been designed to go inside
the Ark, and so much more. We have
seen God’s hand all along the way—just
as we did with the Creation Museum.
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CHURCH GROWTH

God has blessed Community with a campus of 113 acres of prime real-estate just minutes away from downtown Cincinnati,
the Creation Museum, and the Greater Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky airport. Independence is one of the fastest growing
cities in the state of Kentucky, and CFC needs to be equipped to reap a mighty harvest for the glory of God. CFC’s next
building project is the new Children’s Center or Phase 1 of our future building plans. This state-of-the-art, multi-story
structure will feature multiple spacious classrooms, a large children’s auditorium, check-in and tracking systems, and much
more. As a partner or member of Community, think about how these facilities will change your life and the lives of your
children, your grandchildren, and generations to come.
Will you join us in prayer about your part in helping make this vision come to pass? Pastor Bates has established The
Nehemiah Wall project which will help facilitate the construction of the new Children’s Center and sanctuary. Community
will build a wall identifying the names of everyone who participated in The Nehemiah Wall project. Here’s how it works:
Number of Family Names
1 Family Name
2 Family Names
5 Family Names
10 Family Names
25 Family Names
50 Family Names

Total
$5,000
$2,500
$1,000
$500
$200
$100

$5,000
$5,000
$5,000
$5,000
$5,000
$5,000

To make a donation to The Nehemiah Wall project, mail your contribution (marked NW or Wall) to Community Family
Church/CFC, 11875 Taylor Mill Road, Independence, KY 41051. To make a credit card donation, you can visit www.
tommybates.com or call the church office at 859-356-8851. Your donation of any size will make a difference in the Kingdom
of God.
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missions

Inoculated!
by Barbara Neal

“Honey, can you come here right
now,” I asked Charles, trying to conceal
my fear. “There’s another one of those
little snakes in the hallway.” He just
happened to have his boots on and that
snake was history. We had found seven
or eight baby snakes slithering down the
hallway in the first month since living in
Kenya. The mystery was how they were
getting in the house.
Our house, like most houses in East
Africa, was not very varmint proof. We
had no screens on the windows, and I had
stuffed cardboard to plug the large gap
under the back door. Most of the snake
sightings were in the central hallway away
from the exterior doors.
The water heater was located in a small
closet in the hall. It was a galvanized tank
wrapped with chicken wire and covered
with mud for insulation. The routine was
to turn it on every morning for a couple
of hours to heat the day’s water. Electricity
was so expensive you would never leave
the water heater turned on all the time.
We supposed that the mother snake
must have laid her eggs below the cement
floor under the water heater, and they
worked their way into the hall after
they hatched. Whether or not they were
poisonous I never knew, but it seems like
almost everything in East Africa will bite
you, sting you, or eat you!
Spitting cobras with their majestic
flared hoods were all too common. Cobra
venom enters the blood stream and attacks
the nervous system. Cardiac arrest and
death soon follow. The little puff adder
is responsible for more deaths than any
other because it is very aggressive. A
less poisonous green mamba regularly
stretched out on our compound fence for
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a morning sun bath until we got a female
cat that we named Chi Pacha. I never
knew that cats catch and eat snakes.
The black mamba is the most feared of
all African snakes. It is the fastest and most
deadly snake in Kenya and possibly on the
whole continent of Africa. It can deliver
multiple strikes when threatened and has a
one hundred percent mortality rate if the
anti-venom is not received immediately.
We read in a Kenyan newspaper that
a pickup truck traveling in a remote area
ran over a black mamba, hurling it in the
back where several passengers were riding.
The mamba bit everyone and they were
all dead in a short while. Kenya has many
poisonous snakes which can turn any
ordinary trip into a fatal nightmare.
In the Garden of Eden a snake more
poisonous than the black mamba has
bitten the entire human race. He is called
that old serpent, the devil. Paul wrote
in Romans 5 that through the serpent’s
bite to Adam, death passed to all men
because of sin. The Bible says that death
reigned over humanity for thousands of
years. The poison was in humanity’s blood
stream and no anti-venom exists. Like the
victims of the black mamba’s bite, all were
destined to die.
Two thousand years ago, one came to
earth who was immune to the serpent’s
bite. To save humanity from death, Jesus
willfully allowed the serpent to bite Him.
“He who knew no sin, became sin...” By
allowing Satan to bite Him, He took onto
Himself the sin of the world.
In essence, Jesus was inoculating
himself with the sins of humanity. In His
death, He conquered death. It is written
that the soul who sins shall die, but it is

also written that the soul who receives the
anti-venom of Christ’s blood shall live!
A favorite verse from an old hymn
proclaims that, “There is a fountain filled
with blood, drawn from Emmanuel’s
veins.” The blood is the only cure for
Satan’s deadly bite. The blood still freely
flows to inoculate us today. “Sinners
plunged beneath that flow lose all their
guilty stains...” The precious blood of the
Lamb cleanses us from all sin. All that
receive the antidote of Christ’s blood shall
live forever more.
Christ’s blood is the only antidote for
sin. It is the answer to everything that is
of God. Satan could not keep Christ from
His appointment on the cross to perfect
the anti-venom of his bite. Now he can
only attack the message of the blood that
secured his defeat.
The resurrection of Christ and
the power of His shed blood are the
cornerstones of Christianity. It is the
holiness of Jesus’ blood that neutralizes
sin and inoculates the sinner. Have you
been inoculated? Without this inoculation,
you will perish eternally as surely as the
passengers in that pickup truck did.

Charles and Barbara Neal
are missionary teachers and
members of CFC.
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C

ountless Bible studies retell the
stories of the great heroes of the
Bible. Little David, because of his
great faith in God, was able to slay
his giant, Goliath. Noah listened
to God implicitly and built an
ark to save his family from utter devastation.
Esther’s courage and faith resulted in the
deliverance of her people. Moses was quite
possibly the only person in the Old Testament
to get a real glimpse of God himself walking
by. Our children and grandchildren are often
reminded of the great faith of these heroes in
Sunday school classes, urging them to develop
the character traits and strengths of these
incredible and godly men and women.
Recently, in my studies, I rediscovered
another Biblical hero from the Old
Testament: Joshua. Joshua 24:15 is a classic
scripture that is visible upon entering many
homes: “As for me and my house we will
serve the Lord.” However, we don’t often hear
about Joshua—the man whose character
traits and faith I would like to emulate. Why,
out of all the great men and women of the
bible would I choose Joshua?
First of all, Joshua was the leader to finally
experience the fullness of God’s covenant and
enter the Promised Land. I don’t know about
you, but I’m ready to exit this “desert life” and
feast on a little “milk and honey.”

Secondly, God speaks to Joshua the words
that I need to hear on a daily basis as I
journey through this all-encompassing life of
trials, tribulations, turmoil, and testimonies.
God speaks so personally to Joshua when
He says, “I will not fail or abandon you”
(Joshua 1:5). In this world where
abandonment is commonplace, we all need
to hear and know that there is One who will
never leave and never abandon. The message
is just as personal for you and me today as it
was for Joshua thousands of years ago.
And, thirdly, Joshua and I might share
a personality trait or two. Let’s just say
sometimes I need to hear instructions a few
times before they sink in. Joshua may have
understood this. Not once, not twice, but
three times in the first chapter of Joshua,
God reminded him to “be strong and (very)
courageous” (Joshua 1:6, 7, 9).
God also spoke to Joshua about something
that Americans working 60 hours a week
could benefit from hearing: rest. “The Lord
your God is giving you a place of rest. He
has given you this land” (Joshua 1:13).
Interestingly, this rest does not refer solely
to physical rest. The rest God
promises Joshua here is
a spiritual, physical,
mental, and emotional
rest. It is a rest, from the

worries, concerns, and frustrations of everyday
life. A rest most Americans would agree they
desperately need.
Finally, as the book of Joshua comes to a
close, Joshua shares important instructions
with the people he has just led into the
Promised Land: “Rather cling tightly to
the Lord your God as you have done until
now. For the Lord has driven out great and
powerful nations for you, and no one has
yet been able to defeat you. Each one of you
will put to flight a thousand of the enemy,
for the Lord your God fights for you, just as
He promised” (Joshua 23:8-10). This is an
important reminder that just because we’re
dining on a little “milk and honey,” we must
still cling tightly to God. It is He who fought
for us to enter our Promised Land, and it is
He who continues to fight so long as we stay
close and “cling tight.”
The next time you or someone you love
feels uncertain about the future, cling tightly
to the promises of the Lord as Joshua did
and be encouraged to know that, “Not a
single one of all the good promises the Lord
had given to the family of Israel was left
unfulfilled; everything he had spoken came
true” (Joshua 21:45).

God keeps His promises!
by Julie House

Julie House is a writer, speaker,
wife, and mother of three. She
lives in Independence, KY, is the
Founder of Equipped Ministries,
and blogs (occasionally) at
www.equipped4him.blogspot.com
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featured article

M

emories of the days of yesteryear flash
before a devout father’s aging eyes. He
is fully aware that his four sons who he
loves very much are quickly reaching the age of
independence. The road of tomorrow’s journey
makes him question the quality of his historic
instruction. He knows his sons’ adventures will be
full of worldly temptations. Questions race through
his troubled mind: Where are they in their spiritual
walk? Will they make smart decisions or foolish
ones? Have I set the proper example? Are they
mature enough for the adventures before them?

called: Temptation, Lust, Vanity, Unrighteousness,
Unlawfulness, Violence, Weakness, Woefulness,
Envy, Stubbornness, Flesh, Lasciviousness, Judgment,
Disobedience, and many others also too numerous
to mention. The respected father explains the roads
on the left appear colorful and look inviting; but
each is long, winding, and dangerous to travel on.
He notes once you sojourn down these roads you
find it difficult to get back to the freeway. However,
he notes it is wise to journey on the roads to the
right of the freeway. They are narrow at times but
straight and each leads back to Salvation Freeway.

As the weight of his concerns grow heavy upon
his mind, he retires to his solace place located on a
mountaintop near his humble home. It is peaceful
there. A great place to lift up prayers and praises
to the Creator he worships. The father communes
with his Lord and Savior for direction as great drops
of sweat fall from his brow. After much prayer and
deliberation, a small, silent voice instructs the father
to take his sons on a journey and travel down the
roads of life.

After many hours of travel, the grey-haired
father pulls onto a narrow road and stops. He
tells his sons it is important for them to walk this
road alone. He journeys onward, as they walk
independently down the narrow road called
Calvary. Although they do not understand, they
are obedient to the request. As they slowly walk
down the road, their father journeys beyond their
vision. They discuss the roads of their journey. After
walking leisurely for hours, the sons of the father
see a group of people gather together. They speak
loudly of the terrible accident they witnessed.
Expressions of great concern appear on their faces.
As the young men get closer to the accident, they
see their father’s closest friend, Peter, standing
there. He approaches them. Tears fall from Peter’s
eyes as he explains their father is forced off the main
road by another vehicle which is out of control. Their
father crashed into an old rugged tree and suffered
injuries causing his mortal life to end. Peter explains
to the young men that in the moments before their
father’s death, he instructed Peter to repair the
vehicle and continue the journey homeward.
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by Dan Harris

THE

The following day, an anxious father loads his
four sons (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) into
the family vehicle and they began a special road
trip. The young men respect their father greatly.
His wisdom is a guiding light for them. As they
journey, the road before them splits with the road
to the left called Pride and the one to the right
called Repentance. The elderly mentor [the father]
expounds that the road called Pride is a dangerous
road that many good people get lost on. They have a
difficult time finding their way home after traveling
it. He also shares that Repentance is a narrow road
journeying through a tunnel going under a river
called Baptism, which leads to a super highway
called Salvation Freeway.
As they reach the four-lane freeway, relief shines
on their faces and fear escapes their countenance.
Freshness enters the spirit of each which is
something they never felt before. While traveling
down this beautiful highway, their father explains
each road to the right and each to the left that
they might elect to travel upon someday. On the
right side of the freeway are roads called Charity,
Forgiveness, Friendship, Honesty, Faith, Comfort,
Obedience, Trust, Praise, Promise, Wisdom, Worship,
Righteousness, Testimony, and others too numerous
to mention. On the left side of the freeway are roads

The young men feel sorrow and grief beyond
belief. They will never forget their father’s teachings,
and the roads they traveled together. After major
repairs are made to the family vehicle, Peter takes
the keys and sojourns from Calvary’s hill to a
beautiful road called Faith. Peter tells the father’s
sons this road will take them home to a place called
Heavenly.
Dan Harris is an awardwinning teacher,
administrator, and author
who has worked diligently in
both public education and
Christian education. He has
successfully served in sundry
executive positions within the private business
world. He is an avid student of God’s Word and
servant of Jesus Christ.

The Kentucky Voice • January - March 2014 • www.cfcky.com

FEATURED ARTICLE

Blood is the important element that keeps us alive. It is the
river of life, both physically and spiritually. Physically the heart
pumps blood through the arteries, capillaries, and veins to provide
oxygen and food to all parts of the body. Blood also carries away
impurities. It contains substances that repair the body of this broken
vessel.
The blood in the sacrificial system also represents life: “the life of the flesh
is in the blood” (Leviticus 7:11). When blood is shed, life is poured out,
and the penalty paid. Just as the blood in our body supplies physical life, the
shedding of Jesus blood provides everlasting life.
Scripture speaks of blood in two ways–blood shed and blood sprinkled!
When Christ lifted the cup at the last Passover, He said, “This cup is the
new testament in my blood which is shed for you” (Luke 22:20). We
memorialize His sacrifice and talk of the blood being shed, when we partake
of communion.
In Exodus 12:22 the Israelites were commanded to take a bunch of
hyssop, dip it in the blood of a slain lamb, and sprinkle it onto the lintel and
two side-posts of their front door. When the death angel came and saw the
blood on the door posts, he would pass over the house. As long as the blood
was left in the basin, it was of no effect; merely blood that had been shed.
The blood had power to save only when it was lifted out of the basin and
sprinkled on the door to fulfill its purpose of protection. The blood must be
applied!
Exodus 12 is a type of the blood of Christ. The blood that
flowed at Calvary was not wasted. Christ’s blood did not fall to the ground
and disappear. Instead His blood collected in a heavenly fountain. If Christ
is Lord of your life, then the door posts of your heart have been sprinkled by
His blood. This sprinkling is not only for forgiveness but also for protection!
When we are sprinkled with Christ’s blood, we are totally protected against
all the destroying powers of Satan. His forces cannot touch you because they
cannot touch anyone sprinkled with Christ’s blood!
The blood has to do with much more than forgiveness. Jesus’ blood has
not been left in the basin; it has been lifted out and sprinkled on our hearts.
God promised, “If you will obey My words, I will be a God to you and
you will be My people” (Exodus 24:11). To seal the covenant with the Lord,
Moses “took the blood and sprinkled both the book and all the people”
(Hebrews 9:19). This blood, applied to the people, sealed the covenant!
We are in the new covenant with Jesus Christ, sealed by His own blood.
When His precious blood is sprinkled on our soul, we can go boldly, with
ease, without fear of judgment, into God’s presence.
“Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by His own blood he
entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for
us” (Hebrews 9:12). Jesus took His own blood into heaven for us! The blood
is sprinkled on us by the Spirit of Christ, who dwells in us when, by faith we

receive His finished work at Calvary. It is a legal,
spiritual transaction. He sprinkles the blood on
our hearts in response to our faith. “Whom
God hath set forth to be a propitiation (a
reconciliation) through faith in his blood”
(Romans 3:25).

Here are three ways to know the blood has
been applied to your heart:
“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). John
is talking about someone who is in love with the Word and
unafraid of reproof.
If you call on the power and authority of Christ’s
blood when you’re under enemy attack, you can know
you have been sprinkled. Those who have not been
sprinkled call their best friend or a counselor, or they
wallow in fear and condemnation. But those sprinkled
with blood immediately stand on Jesus’ blood!
When you rest in the cleansing, justifying
power of the blood of Jesus, your conscience
no longer condemns you of how you have
failed God. When the devil rises up with an
evil accusation, your conscience proclaims the
victory of the blood! “Let us draw near with
a true heart in full assurance of faith, having
our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience”
(Hebrews 10:22). Jesus’ blood redeems us from
sin and the power of darkness! “In whom we have redemption
through his blood” (Ephesians 1:7).
You are sanctified, sprinkled clean! If you want to overcome
the devil, stand on the blood and proclaim its power! “Having
therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood
of Jesus” (Hebrews 10:19).
We are to come to our Father boldly, without fear! We are
blood-washed, blood bought, blood-justified, blood saved, blood
ransomed! And I proclaim the victory through the covering of the
blood of Jesus!

Paul Roberts is an Associate Pastor at Community
Family Church.
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can Overcome
Discouragement
by Beth Stewart

You may ask, “How can I possibly overcome
all the discouragement and disappointment I
have experienced in my life?”

you least expect it. If you learn to recognize it at the beginning of
the attack, you will be able to defeat it every time. Then how you
deal with discouragement will determine whether you are a victim
or a victor in this life.

Discouragement is something that we all face
at one time or another in our lifetime.

Remember Nehemiah? God gave Nehemiah a vision to rebuild
the wall of Jerusalem. The moment Nehemiah began to build, his
enemies tried to stop the plan. Nehemiah went on to build that wall,
but he had to fight his enemies to fulfill the vision. (Nehemiah 1-3)
The same devil that fought Nehemiah is also fighting us. When we
make a decision to go forward with God, our enemy the devil, may
tell us that we can’t do it and offer many reasons why we should
give up. If we fight our enemy and we won’t give up, we will fulfill
the dream and vision God has for our lives. Do not be afraid of
the enemy against you. God frustrated the plans of the enemy for
Nehemiah, and He will frustrate the enemy’s plans for you.

Maybe you are struggling in a marriage or your children are
in trouble. Maybe you are feeling down because of your parents,
finances, job, church, friends, debt, or unfulfilled dreams. Maybe
you’re just broken or abused or you can’t seem to find peace and
wholeness in the journey of life. When you don’t know what else
to do and you feel like you must quit to find peace, you may be
experiencing discouragement. Although discouragement can come
for many reasons, it can also come for no reason at all or when

I challenge you to consider these strategies to defeat discouragement:
1. Identify discouragement; don’t ignore it.
2. Fight against discouragement; don’t embrace it. The main goal of discouragement is to create despair, despondency, and depression.
3. Surround yourself with other believers who can encourage you. Don’t do life alone.
4. Ask for prayer. Everyone deals with discouragement from time to time; don’t be afraid to ask for prayer and help.
5. Let what you believe change what you’re going through; don’t let what you’re going through change what you believe.
6. Praise God when you don’t feel like it.
7. Remind yourself what God has done for you in the past.
8. Remember God is for you and not against you.
9. Remember that you can do all things through Christ who strengthens you.

Work hard to avoid the following:
• Fatigue. Physical and emotional exhaustion can add to
discouragement.
• Frustration. Don’t let things pile up until you feel
overwhelmed.
• Failure. Don’t live in self-pity or past defeats. It’s a new day.
• Fear. Fear of failure or “what if ’s” can cause discouragement.
Always remember that God is bigger than your problem. Your
enemy is a master at diverting your attention from how big our God
really is. The devil tries to make you believe that God is not going to
do what He promised. The devil is a liar! You can’t believe anything he
says. He can’t make you quit. You have a choice.
Sometimes winning in life is simply deciding to stand and not quit.
Your greatest battle may be your next breakthrough. Don’t stop trying
to advance. You must unseat that spirit of discouragement from your
heart, soul, and mind and tell the devil you are not giving up and you
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will move forward. The harder you press toward the prize of your high
calling, the more the devil will be convinced that you meant what you
said and you are relentless in believing in what God told you.
The good news is that Jesus Christ is your partner in life, and
the great cloud of witnesses is cheering you on, “Don’t give up!”
Remember that God will help you. He will never leave you nor forsake
you. Deuteronomy 31:6-8 says, “Be strong and courageous. Do not
fear or be in dread. The Lord Himself goes before you and will be with
you. He will never leave you nor forsake you.” Wow! This is a perfect
place to shout Hallellujah! God will always be there for you. That
means you will succeed and you will not quit. Remember you are too
legit to quit.
Beth is a Bible teacher and conference
speaker who ministers at retreats, women’s
gatherings, and church groups.
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ROCK

and

Many of us have heard the parable of Jesus
comparing the man who built his house on
the sand to the man who built his house on
the rock. Matthew 7:24-27 tells us that the rain
descended, the floods came, the winds blew,
and the house on the sand fell, but the house
on the rock stood.

However, the
sand represents
Jesusisis
Jesus
something that is
the“Rock,”
“Rock,”
not stable or fixed.
the
Rock is formed in
oursolid
solid
our
the earth’s crust by
foundation.
foundation.
the action of heat,
water, and so on.
In order to create sand, rock must be completely
broken down, crushed, and pulverized. We must
never allow the Word of God to be broken down
or altered in any way. It is dangerous for any
man to add or take away from the Holy Book
(Revelation 22:18-19). We cannot adjust the
Word to fit our lifestyle. II Corinthians 5:17 says,
“If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature:
old things are passed away; behold, all things are
become new.” Old things must pass away—the
sinful past must be obliterated in order for us to
move into our destiny with God.
Remember when Moses killed the Egyptian
taskmaster and buried the body in the sand
(Exodus 2:11-12)? When the winds blew away the
shifting sands, the dead man’s body was exposed.
If you bury your past (the old sinful nature) in
the sand, the enemy will come along and blow
off the sand. Then he will resurrect old things and
old habits, get right up in your face, and say, “You
just thought these things were dead. They are still
alive in you. Look here, your fingerprints are all
over these!” But if you bury your past under the
Rock, under the blood of Jesus, the enemy cannot
uncover it. You die to what you once were.
It is important to note that once the “old things
are passed away,” all things are become new.
Arlie Petree wrote a song, “I’m a new creature…
living in a new world…singing a new melody…a
new creature…I’ve left the old world.” The great
Apostle Paul said, “Forgetting those things which

are behind…I press toward the
mark” (Philippians 3:13-14).
However, pressing is not always
easy. You must get out of your
comfort zone and relinquish
your own ways and your own
ideas. It’s not up to you to set
the boundaries or make up the
rules. Your salvation must be
totally based upon the Rock,
the Lord Jesus, and upon the
Word of God.

by Terri Durbin

My heart is fixed.
O God, my heart is fixed.

Building on the sand is
much easier. You can move
sand all around and conform
it to your personal desires
and doctrine. Your daily
walk will be so warm and so
comfortable. Have you ever
made a snow angel? Sand will
react in the same way. When
you lie down in the sand and
then get up again, your image
can be seen in the sand. The
impression that you leave
behind is entirely up to you.
However, our salvation cannot
be conformed to our image—
the way we want things to be. We must not be
“conformed to this world” (Romans 12:2). We
are to be “Conformed to the image of His Son”
(Romans 8:29).
Many Christians are like the song “Love
Letters in the Sand.” They make vows to God,
but when the tide comes rushing in, they run
away, forgetting the promises they made to God.
Their love letters are soon washed away. As I
said, building on the sand is easy. You can form
your own little castles, and make your own little
sandbox as cozy as you want it to be. Just go with
the flow, digest “comfort food” instead of the
Word, and you’ll fit right in with the crowd.
Building on the Rock is quite another
story. David said, “My heart is fixed. O God,
my heart is fixed” (Psalms 57:7). Your vows

(Psalms 57:7)

must be chiseled in stone. You will have to be
diligent and dig deep to ensure that you have
a solid foundation. Rock is always stable. “The
foundation of God standeth sure” (II Timothy
2:19). “Upon this rock I will build my church”
(Matthew 16:18).
Storms of adversity will come to all of us. The
rain will descend, the floods will come, and the
winds will definitely blow. Will you be found
immovable, standing firmly on the Rock, or will
you be found with sand in between your toes?
Terri and Mike are Bridge
Builder Partners who
reside in McKee,
KY.
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Please support our sponsors through your prayers and patronage!
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If you would like to sponsor The Kentucky Voice magazine, please contact Eric Bates.
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