From the Pastor’s Desk

Psalm 42:1 says “As the deer panteth after
the water brook so my soul panteth after
God.” The North African deer that the
Psalmist David is referring to is very small,
not much taller than a dog, has no horns,
and is defenseless. This tiny deer feeds along
the Nile River. They travel in large herds
and can run at extraordinary speeds and leap
extremely high in proportion to their small
frame. When a predator or hunter pursues
the herd, the herd divides to strategically
confuse their predator. If the predator singles
out a deer as a trophy catch or the desired
meal, the deer has only one mechanism of
defense against his predator. He must leap
into the river, stay totally submerged, and
flow downstream with only the tip of his nose
exposed until his enemy is gone.
On many occasions, David, a man of the
wild who loved to hunt, witnessed those deer
run for the safety of the river. Perhaps he
watched a lion go after a herd, single out a
deer, chase it fervently, and even take its sharp
claws and rip apart the fur on the deer’s back
as the deer rolled over and over to engage his
only mechanism of defense—to get into the
river. Then with one last thrust the tiny deer
would flip its body over the cliff into the river
while the hungry, vicious lion walked away
defeated because the deer had made it into
the river.

David uses this experience of nature and
creates a praise and prayer for God’s children
to live in the river of God’s protection. The
river represents the presence of God. As that
deer pants, runs, rolls, and focuses entirely
on getting into the river no matter what he
has to do, that’s exactly how desperately we
need Christ! As the deer pants in desperation
for the water brook of deliverance, my soul is
desperate for the presence of God. Oh how
we need this river of deliverance in America.
Satan is chasing families, parents, teenagers,
and all of humanity. How long will we run in
the circles of human effort before we realize
we need the supernatural power of the living
God as our defense against Satan? How many
more catastrophic events or terrorist attacks
must our nation experience before we realize
that only God can save us? My soul is panting
after that river. I challenge you to run to
Christ Jesus. He is calling us to pursue Him
with all our being and to focus entirely on
getting into His presence where we can be
submerged in His saving grace and love.
We love you,
Pastor Tommy Bates

If you have a prayer request or praise report or just need help finding Christ, give us a call at 859-356-8851 or email cfcoffice@cfcky.com.
We make every effort to ensure that authors and advertisers reflect the highest principles and credibility. However, the opinions, beliefs, and viewpoints expressed by authors and
advertisers in this publication may not necessary reflect the opinions, beliefs, and viewpoints of Community Family Church.
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bridging the gap media guide
TELEVISION

North Carolina

NATIONAL BROADCASTS

Station/Network
Greensboro/High Point/Winston Salem
Lumberton, NC WLPS-TV 7
Raleigh/Durham/Fayetteville • WRAY-TV 42
Ohio
Station/Network
Cleveland/Akron/Canton/Kent • WRLM-TV 47
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky • WSTR 64

Station/Network
TCT (DirecTV 377 & Sky Angel 133)
CTN (DirectTV 376 & Dish 267 & Sky Angel 136)
The Church Channel
(DirectTV 371 & Dish 264 & TBN Digital Outlets)

Date/Time
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Tuesday, 7 p.m. EST
Friday, 9 p.m. EST

Alabama
Station/Network
Jasper • WACN-TV 16 			
Talladega • WOIL-TV 47

Date/Time
Sunday, 9:30 a.m. CST & Wed., 8:30 a.m. CST
Sunday, 9:30 a.m. CST & Thurs., 11 a.m. CST

Florida
Station/Network
Ft. Meyers/Naples • WRXY-49/dTV 34
Pensacola/Mobile(AL) • WHBR-TV/dTV 34
Tampa/St. Pete/Sarasota • WCLF-TV 22/dTV 21

Date/Time
Thursday, 6:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, 9 a.m. CST
Friday, 11:30 a.m. EST

Georgia/South Carolina
Station/Network
Augusta • WBPI-TV 49

Date/Time
Sunday, 8:30 a.m. EST

Illinois
Station/Network
Decatur • WLCF (various channels-see local listings)
Harrisburg • WTCT

Date/Time
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Date/Time
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, 8:00 a.m. EST

South Carolina
Station/Network
Charleston • WLCN-TV 18
Greenville(Asheville, NC) • WGGS-TV 16

Date/Time
Tuesday, 7 p.m. EST
Sunday, 8:30 a.m. EST

Tennessee
Station/Network
Chattanooga • WDEF-TV 12
Dyersburg/Memphis/Tri-Cities • WLFG-TV 49
Knoxville • WEZK-TV 28
Sevierville/Smokey Mountains • WJZC-TV 22

Date/Time
Sunday, 7 a.m. EST
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST

Virginia
Station/Network
Abingdon/Grundy • WLFG-TV 49

Date/Time
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST

Date/Time
Tuesday, 6 p.m. CST
Sunday, 9:30 p.m. CST

West Virginia
Station/Network
Bluefield/Beckley/Oak Hill • WLFB-TV 40

Date/Time
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST

Indiana
Station/Network
Fort Wayne • WINM-TV 63

Date/Time
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST

Kentucky
Station/Network
Beattyville • WLJC-TV 			
Harlan/Somerset/Lexington • WAGV-TV 44
Louisville • WBNA-TV 21 		
Paducah/Cape Girardeau (MO) • CTCT-TV 27

Canada
Station/Network
Toronto • WNYP
Windsor • WDWO

Date/Time
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST

Date/Time
Sunday, 8 a.m. EST
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST
Sunday, 10:30 a.m. EST
Sunday, 9:30 p.m. CST

Louisiana
Station/Network
Northeast (LA)/Southern (AR) • KMCT-TV 39

Date/Time
Tues., 10:30 a.m. CST & Thurs., 5:30 p.m. CST

Michigan
Station/Network
Bay City/Flint/Saginaw • WAQP-TV 49
Detroit • WDWO-TV 18 			
Grand Rapids/Kalamazoo/Muskegon • WTLJ-TV 54

Date/Time
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST

Mississippi
Station/Network
Tupelo/Columbus • WEPH

Date/Time
Tuesday, 6 p.m. CST

New York
Station/Network
Buffalo • WNYB-TV 26

Date/Time
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST

RADIO
Station/Network
Harlan, KY • WFSR 970 AM
BRIDGING THE GAP ONLINE

Date/Time
Sunday, 8:30-9:30 a.m. EST

If you can’t receive Pastor Bates’ TV program on your TV, log on to the following websites
and watch online:
Date/Time
Network/Website
CTN • www.ctnonline.com 		
Friday, 11:30 a.m. EST
CTN • www.whbr.org 			
Sunday, 9 a.m. CST
CTN • www.wrxytv.com 		
Thursday, 6:30 p.m. EST
CWEBTV • www.cwebtv.net 		
24/7 Archived Programs
Living Faith • www.livingfaithtv.com
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST
trueGODtv • www.truegod.tv		
24/7 Archived Programs
TCT • www.tct.tv 			
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Watchmen • www.watchmenbroadcasting.org Sunday, 8:30 a.m. EST
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COMMUNITY NEWS & INFORMATION

Pastor Bates’ Ministries Dates

JULY - SEPTEMBER 2013

JULY
July 11 at 7 p.m. EST • Appalachian Children’s Home Youth Camp • Barbourville, KY •
606-546-3805 • www.achky.org
July 14 at 6 p.m. EST • RiverLife Church • Bradenton, FL • 941-746-0701 •
www.riverlifechurch.tv
July 30 at 7 p.m. EST • Vandalia Christian Tabernacle Outdoor Tent Revival on
New Property • Tip City, OH • 937-898-4384 • www.vctchurch.com
July 31 & August 1 • The Crow Indian Nation • Crow Agency, MT • 406-665-6201 or
406-666-2471
AUGUST
August 17 at 7 p.m. EST • Summer Songfest 2013 • Hosted by Vonda Bishop
Ministries at the Roberts Park Amphitheater • Connersville, IN • 765-827-4844 •
www.vondabishopministries.org
August 24 at 10 a.m. EST • The “Big Event” with Pastor Ron Phillips at Abba’s
House • Hixson, TN • 423-877-6462 • www.ronphillips.org
SEPTEMBER
August 24 at 10 a.m. EST • The “Big Event” with Pastor Ron Phillips at Abba’s
House • Hixson, TN • 423-877-6462 • www.ronphillips.org
September 8-11 • Community Family Church Anniversary Revival Services
September 19 & 20 at 7 p.m. EST • Redemption Road Church • Danville, KY •
606-365-7682 • www.redemptionroad.org
September 27 at 7 p.m. EST • Ark of Mercy • Winchester , KY • 606-745-0700 •
www.arkofmercy.org
Dates and times may be subject to change or cancellation. Please contact the location of the event to confirm date and
time before driving long distance. Pastor Bates’ itinerary is updated on a regular basis at www.tommybates.com.

4

The Kentucky Voice • July - September 2013 • www.cfcky.com

COMMUNITY NEWS & INFORMATION

The Kentucky Voice • July - September 2013 • www.cfcky.com

5

community news & information

6

The Kentucky Voice • July - September 2013 • www.cfcky.com

featured article

Is there anY hope?
by Kellie Bowles

Everyone has felt hopelessness at some
point in their lives. Whether it’s due to
sickness, financial problems, divorce or death,
hopelessness is prevalent in the world today. At
the first sign of a difficult situation or personal
struggle, our flesh will have us diving head
first into a pit of despair. There is nothing the
enemy of our soul wants more than for us to
feel helpless and hopeless. The Bible says that
his goal is to kill, steal, and destroy. He will use
every circumstance and situation to accomplish
his plans.

His Word gives us hope when
there is none to be found.
But we have a source of endless hope
available to us! The Word of God is filled with
hope, life, and possibilities. There is nothing
too hard for God! We just have to know where
to get it.
Psalm 3 has been a lifeline to me on more
than one occasion. It proves to me that even
in the most desperate situation, God is my
protector, my deliverer, and my source of hope.
The psalm was written by David as he was
running from his son, Absalom. As punishment
for committing adultery with Bathsheba and
for having her husband, Uriah, murdered to
cover up his sin, David was told by the prophet
Samuel that his own household would rise up
against him. Absalom plotted a takeover of
the kingdom with David’s own men and tried
to kill him. David, in his despair, wrote the
following verses:
Lord, how many are my foes! How many rise
up against me! Many are saying of me, “God
will not deliver him.”
How hopeless David must have felt! His own
flesh and blood wanted him dead! David cries
out to God in these first two verses. He sees
the multitudes that are coming after him and
he calls out to God for help. But David doesn’t
wallow in his despair. His tone quickly changes
as he remembers the faithfulness of his God.

But you, Lord, are a shield around me, my
glory, the One who lifts my head high. I call
out to the Lord, and He answers me from His
holy mountain. I lie down and sleep; I wake
again, because the Lord sustains me. I will not
fear though tens of thousands assail me on
every side. Arise, Lord! Deliver me, my God!
In spite of the hopelessness David felt,
He remembered that God was faithful. He
remembered that God was his source of hope
in spite of the circumstances that surrounded
him. He declares that God is his shield — the
One who protects him from those who would
kill him. He acknowledges that he can do
nothing to help himself and that God is one
whose glory will shine after his deliverance.
David’s head was hung low with grief and
shame, but God is his strength and lifts up his
head, reminding him that he is still the chosen
king! He has faith knowing that God hears
him when he prays and will answer and rescue
him from his situation. He confidently declares
that he can sleep in peace knowing that God
will protect and shield him for the enemy. His
confidence in God is not shaken!
In your situation, do you find yourself asking
Is there any hope? If you do, remember the God
of all creation, the God of the impossible is
there for you at all times and in every situation!
His Word gives us hope when there is none
to be found. There is no other God like our
God. Rest and be at peace, for the God of the
impossible is coming to rescue you!

Kellie has
attended CFC for
20 years. She enjoys
reading, writing
and spending time
outdoors.
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featured article
The watchmen of Ramah stand guard
upon the high place. The early rain is
falling. Citizens of the city are beginning
their faithful journey to Shiloh to seek
atonement and petition from the Lord.
The family of Elkanah, a polygamist,
is among the sojourners leaving the city.
His two wives, Hannah and Peninnah,
and his children by Peninnah journey
with him. Hannah has no children to
accompany her; she is barren. Her petition
for the Lord is silently burning upon her
speechless lips. Falling rain shadows the
tears flowing from her reddened eyes.
Maybe this pilgrimage will be different,
and the Lord will see her sorrow and
remove her reproach.
Peninnah and her children mock
and ridicule the gracious, humble lady
walking alongside the family sacrifice.
Hannah feels worthless. Elkanah loves
Hannah greatly. He is astutely aware of
her depression. He shows her great favor
in provision and care, but Hannah’s
barren state rests heavily upon her mental
wellbeing. Hunger grips her soul, but she
is determined to fast for her petition.
Hannah wants a son. Yes, a miracle
from the God of Shiloh. With much
supplication she goes before the Lord. She
silently vows to give her son to the work of
the almighty God if He will simply grant
her humble request. If the Lord will bless
her with a male child, she will make him a
Nazarite and never allow a razor to touch
his hair.

Dan Harris is
an award-winning
teacher, administrator,
and author who has
worked diligently in
both public education
and Christian education. He has successfully
served in sundry executive positions within the
private business world. He is an avid student
of God’s Word and servant of Jesus Christ.
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The High Priest of Shiloh, Eli, sees her
lips moving without sound. He doesn’t
discern the screams of desperation coming
from within her soul, but the ears of a
righteous God hear her humble cry. Eli
thinks she is drunk on wine. He says unto
her, “How long wilt thou be drunken? Put
away thy wine from thee.”
Hannah answers, “No my lord, I am a
woman of a sorrowful spirit; I have drunk
neither wine nor strong drink, but have
poured out my soul before the Lord.” Her

powerful words pierce the heart of the
High Priest as he recognizes his error. He
blesses her and assures her God will grant
her request. Hannah immediately ends
her fast. She journeys back home while
silently recalling the words of Eli.
Hannah’s tears vanish. Her grief is
gone. She smiles all the way back to
Ramah. Elkanah is amazed at the change
in her countenance. She will never be the
same again. The journey to Shiloh changes
her life. Signs, wonders, and miracles
follow her.
Shiloh is Hannah’s place of solace.
She is blessed with a son and names
him Samuel which means “God heard.”
Hannah honors her covenant with God.
She takes her young son to Shiloh and
gives him to the work of the Lord. She
knows he is destined for greatness within
the kingdom. He is the gift from Shiloh.
Each time Hannah visits her son, she
takes him a new linen Ephod [attire of a
High Priest]. Because of her sacrifice, God
blesses Hannah with three more sons and
two daughters.
The wilderness tabernacle located at
Shiloh is a picture of Jesus Christ. It is the
center of worship. The furniture within is
arrayed like a Cross. Jesus is Shiloh to a
lost world. In Genesis 49 Jacob saw and
recognized the prophetic Messiah. Jacob
said, “Judah shall rule over Israel until
Shiloh comes.” Your grief, sorrow, and
tears will be gone when Shiloh comes
again.
Samuel became the Word’s youngest
prophet. He was ordained as a High Priest
even though he was not from the tribe of
Levi. He anointed the first two kings of
Israel. Hannah was so proud of him.
This all took place because of Hannah’s
tears. Surely, they have been gathered and
reside this day in a place called Heavenly
with Shiloh.
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CHRISTIAN LIVING

In Revelation 7 four angels are mentioned who have the
responsibility of holding back four winds that harm the earth.
When you study history, you will find that four winds shape
nations, lands, and people groups. These four winds are The wind
of Religion, The wind of War, The wind of Politics, and The wind of
Economics. These four prophetic winds are blowing all over the
world right now forming the perfect storm that will prepare the
stage for the coming of the antichrist. However, another wind is
blowing, and it conquers all other winds—the wind of the Holy
Spirit! Right now America and the rest of the world desperately
need to experience His fresh wind.
A recent study released by the Barna Research Group states:
“Life in America has changed greatly since 1994, with massive
changes in technology, global politics, lifestyle choices and family
dynamics. But one constant has been the proportion of adults in
the population who are unchurched…one of every three adults
is classified as unchurched—meaning they have not attended a
religious service of any type during the past six months.” Tragically,
this study reports that more than one hundred million Americans
do not attend church. America’s unchurched are the equivalent
of the population of the eleventh largest nation in the world,
making America the third largest mission field in the world. In the
next few years this could mean that less than half of one percent
of the American population will claim to be Christian. What an
indictment against the church!
As I have traveled the nation and the globe in the past few years,
I have watched an alarming trend flooding the spirit-filled arena that
I believe is debilitating and devastating to the body of Christ: Spiritfilled churches are becoming nominal in their approach! By nominal I
mean that they are leaving the Pentecostal distinctive and choosing
what they call the modern approach to spiritual expression. The
expressions of the Holy Spirit in church services are being viewed
as an archaic approach to church growth. It is like He (the Holy
Spirit) is the crazy uncle that we all want to avoid at the family
reunion!
This is beyond sad; it is a diabolical ploy of the evil one. I value
using every tool and method to reach people (technology, media,
etc.); nevertheless, the world doesn’t need a modern church—it
needs a model church. The world needs a church empowered by the
wind of the Spirit! Only when we are empowered from above will
we be effective. When the world is at its worst, it needs a church at
its best and that is impossible apart from a supernatural endowment
from heaven!

Without the person of the Holy Spirit, all methodology of church
growth is vain. Jesus instructed His disciples to make their way to
an upper room for the empowerment of the Spirit (Luke 24:49).
When He gave this important instruction, at least five hundred
people were in attendance (1 Corinthians 15:6); sadly, only one
hundred twenty obeyed Him and went to the upper room. The
ones who followed the Lord’s instruction received a supernatural
empowerment to be witnesses (Acts 1:8). This small group of
believers turned cities upside down, shut the mouths of lions,
endured the fires of persecution and silenced the cynics of their day.
You never read about the ones who thought it unimportant to make
their way to the place of empowerment!
Many Pentecostal churches are now minimizing the importance
of the Pentecostal distinctive in church growth. For fear of
losing members or of confusing the unchurched, these churches
have banned the manifestations of the Holy Spirit in public
worship services and they wouldn’t dare pray for people to receive
the Baptism in the Holy Spirit. Vexing the Holy Spirit, they
unknowingly replace the power of the Spirit with programs of man.
The work of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer can never be
overstated. The empowerment that comes through the person of
the Holy Spirit and His baptism is paramount in making potent
churches!
If you remove the person of the Holy Spirit from the church
growth process, you lose the power of that process. Peter walked
with Jesus for three years. He lived, ate, slept, and ministered with
the Master. However, what Jesus did not do for Peter in three years,
the Holy Spirit did in a moment. The coward who had denied the
Son of God before a little girl stood on the day of Pentecost and
boldly declared his faith. Nothing empowers disciples and causes
church growth as the Baptism in the Holy Ghost!
We need a fresh wind! May the power of the Holy Spirit invade
your life and churches.

Shane Warren pastors The Assembly in West
Monroe, LA. Visit www.firstassemblywm.org
to learn more.
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H unger
Holiness
for

by Pastor John Parish

Holiness has been deleted from the lexicon of
modern Christians. It’s a word which has lost its
meaning and relevance to the majority of today’s
believers.
Holiness has become a theological abstract
and a religious anomaly. If it is considered at
all, holiness is equated with the tradition of past
generations, dismissed as an outdated style of
dress, and defamed as legalistic conduct. Today’s
false “grace’ teachers have labeled holiness
“unnecessary works” and castigated those who
seek for it.
Holiness is either ignored, rejected,
misrepresented, minimized, or redefined to fit
popular notions and justify the whims of the
times.
Yet, the Scriptures have not changed with
regard to holiness. The Lord still rigidly demands
“be ye holy; for I am holy.” The stipulation of
the Scripture is that blood washed, Spirit-filled
believers are to “follow... holiness, without no
man shall see the Lord” (Hebrews 12:14).
Modesty is scoffed at by a culturallydominated pseudo church. Morality is
constantly redefined by those attempting to
give Christianity a makeover. Yet the Word of
God is absolute in its commands to “come out
from among them . . . touch not the unclean
thing... abstain from the appearance of evil...
have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of
darkness... and they that do such things shall
not inherit the kingdom of God.”
Holiness goes far beyond the virtues of
decency and moral uprightness. Our ethics and
values are to be shaped by a divine unalterable
standard conveyed in the Word of God and lived
through the Holy Spirit. But even then, there is
more to holiness than sobriety and living right.
Holiness is far more than restraining or
struggling with the flesh. It is a condition
of wholeness and symmetry of character,

10

christian living
bringing our entire being into line with
the expectations of the Heavenly Father.
Holiness is the fabric of our integrity before
the throne where we present ourselves a
living sacrifice “holy and acceptable unto
God.”
Holiness is three dimensional, preserving
“our spirit, soul, and body blameless until
the day of His appearing.”
True holiness cannot be contrived,
fabricated, or faked. It is imparted by the Holy
Spirit and maintained by an ever-deepening
relationship with Jesus. When a person’s heart
is fixed on Him, the guiding principle of
life is to please the Lord in all things. All the
arguments about how much of the world’s
pleasures and styles can be allowed are rendered
mute and irrelevant when people hunger for
holiness.
In His description of Endtime prophetic
signs, the Lord was clear that deception would
be the most deadly menace of the Last Days.
We have witnessed the emergence of every
prophetic sign of the Lord’s soon return. The
unprecedented upheaval in Nature, the advent
of mysterious diseases, the onslaught of global
terrorism, reprehensible sexual perversion,
worldwide persecution of believers, Muslim
armies gathering around Jerusalem, erratic
behavior in the sun, the danger of asteroids and
meteors smashing into the planet, intensifying
earthquakes, and economic collapse are all
factors that make this time so perilous.
But the greatest danger is to be deceived out
of our salvation by a compromising spirit. The
seduction of new teachings in these Endtimes
is so demonically misleading that “even the
very elect will be deceived.” Holiness is worth
hanging on to when considering the kind of
church which Jesus shall shortly rescue from this
judgment bound planet... “a glorious church...
holy and without blemish” (Ephesians 5:27).

The norm among American Christians is
to compartmentalize life by separating the
sacred and the secular, career and commitment,
church life and social life, but God views this
dichotomy as hypocrisy. It is written that those
who are deceived into such a mindset will
experience unexpected destruction.
The prophet Isaiah foretold that “fearfulness
will surprise the hypocrite.” There is an
inevitable judgment that must first begin at
the House of God, but those who hang on
to holiness will emerge with purity from the
refiner’s fire.
Who among us shall dwell with the devouring
fire? Who among us shall dwell with everlasting
burnings? He that walketh righteously, and
speaketh uprightly (Isaiah 33:14).
Holiness is the element that gives power to
our prayers, legitimacy to the claim of joint heirship with Christ, and makes our life abundant
with the favor of the Lord.
Personal holiness is a dimension of spiritual
reality that delivers us from the defeats and
sorrows of a contaminated life. Holiness purges
our nature, purifies our heart, renews our
mind, cleanses our spirit, and infuses us with
resurrection power.
Holiness actually puts the church in a
“miracle mode.” The revelation of the awesome
power of God to sustain and deliver His people
from all manner of danger is stated in Exodus
15:11, “Who is like unto thee, O Lord...
glorious in holiness, awesome in praises, doing
wonders.”
No one can truly yearn for the presence of
God who does not hunger for holiness... and
just as Jesus triumphed over death by the Spirit
of Holiness, we are empowered by that same
Spirit to experience “victory that overcomes the
world.”

Holiness is the “rapture qualifier.”
The more the world moves into the
Endtime scenario, the more urgent it is to
pray as Jesus instructed... “to be accounted
worthy to escape all these things.” But with
all the prayer ascending to the Lord in these
critical times, very few are praying for the
courage and wisdom to be holy.

John Parish pastors
Lighthouse Christian
Center in Eufaula, OK.
For more information
about his book The
Goshen Factor, visit
www.lighthouseok.org.
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MOVED

I WILL NOT BE

FEATURED ARTICLE

I am not
moved by what I
see. I am not moved
by what I feel. I am
only moved by what
I believe.

by Brad Wells

Nearly 1000 Killed in the Collapsed
Building in Bangladesh. Bombings in
Pakistan Kill Several. IRS Admits to
Inappropriate Actions. $45 million
Stolen in ATM Heist. Boston Bombing
at 2013 Marathon. These national and
international headlines represent many
problems and disasters occurring around
the globe. Our world seems to be in a
constant state of crisis with personal health
issues, family crises, deaths, and financial
woes bombarding us all the time. What
can we do? How can we face and survive
all the challenges? Where can we turn?
What is the answer?
A few years ago I read a story of a family
that faced the death of a loved one who
they thought was too young to die. She
was rushed to the hospital. The emergency
room medical staff did all they could to
save her but could not. The ER doctor
pronounced her dead.

This was a praying family who believed
who Jesus was is who Jesus is. They
believed what Jesus did is what Jesus does.
They prayed and waited on the Lord.
The hospital staff kept telling them there
was no hope because medical science has proven that after 3 to
6 minutes without oxygen, the brain will die and the chance
of survival is almost nil. After more than 40 minutes with no
oxygen, medicine, or human intervention, the family’s loved one
opened her eyes. Breathing on her own, she was very much alive.
A few days later, this precious lady walked out of the hospital
with absolutely no negative side effects. This family would not be
moved!
As God directed, Moses and the children of Israel left Egypt.
Pharoah and his armies were in heavy pursuit after them. Then
Moses and the Israelites faced an overwhelming obstacle that
would under normal circumstances seem totally impossible.
With the Red Sea in front of Moses and God’s children and the
Egyptians directly behind them, death seemed to be imminent.

Moses could not turn around and he could not go forward; there
literally was no place to go (Exodus 14). What could they do? God
told Moses to tell the children of Israel to stand still. Don’t be
moved!
To stand still when we are faced with a crisis is a very difficult
thing to do. However, sometimes there is absolutely nothing
else to do. Moses and the Israelites stood still and Moses, at the
command of the Lord, stretched his rod toward the sea and the
water parted. Moses and all the children of Israel escaped and all
the Egyptians died. Moses and the children of Israel would not be
moved!

Dear friend, maybe you are facing something in your life that
seems hopeless with no way of escape. Trust God and don’t be
moved! Wait on Him to move! Palms 55:22 says, “Cast thy burden
upon the Lord, and he shall sustain thee: he shall never suffer the
righteous to be moved.” (KJV) Psalms16:8 says “I have set the
Lord always before me: because he is at my right hand, I shall not
be moved.” (KJV) Set the Lord before you and pursue Him with
all that you are. He can be trusted and He will never fail you.
Smith Wigglesworth was a British evangelist who is considered
to be the most influential evangelist in the early history of
Pentecostalism. Smith said, “I am not moved by what I see. I am
not moved by what I feel. I am only moved by what I believe.”
In these days of constant trials and difficulties God is the only
one that is constant, sure, and real. Let’s believe and practice as
Smith Wigglesworth did. Don’t be moved by our circumstances.
Don’t be moved by our crises. Believe God. He is in control. Be
moved only by the Lord.
Help us, Lord, to trust in You with all our hearts. Help us,
Lord, to not be moved from the Rock that is higher than us.
Amen.

Brad and Nina Wells are members of
Community Family Church. Brad serves
as a minister, an elder, a deacon, and a
teacher at CFC.
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KNOW YOUR NUMBERS.

Know Your Numbers
Cut Expenses
Find Contentment

Quick: How much does it cost you to live each
month? How much money do you need for
housing, utilities, gasoline, debt obligations, child
care, medical needs, and other necessities?
If you don’t know that number off the top of your
head, you should. Knowing how much you make
and how much you need to get by are critical pieces
of knowledge that will help you make better
decisions.
For example, if you know you make $2,100 a month and it cost you
$2,000 a month just to meet your basic necessities, suddenly that
after-work run to McDonalds become a lot less appealing.

h the allure of “just a
little more money.”
How often we think that if
we made just a little bit more,
everything would be OK. Debts would fall away, needs would
be met without stress, and cartoon bluebirds would land on our
shoulders and tweet away while we danced through the garden
outside our paid for house.
But like the cartoon bluebirds, “just a little more money” is an illusion.
The truth is, if we’re not managing well with what we have today,
God knows we’re not going to be diligent enough to do better if He
gives us more tomorrow.
Jesus said, “If you are faithful in little things, you will be faithful in
large ones. If you are dishonest in little things, you won’t be honest
with greater responsibilities” (Luke 16:10 NLT).
How can you be faithful with what you have today? For starters,
live within the boundaries God has given you. If you don’t know
what those are, take a look at your paycheck. See that number?
That’s your boundary for this pay period.
Tithe the first 10 percent, save the second 10 percent, and live the
best life you can on what’s left over.
Easy as pie, right? Yeah, of course not. But here are three tips to
help you get there.
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Why? Because you know you only have $100 a month, or about
$25 a week, in wiggle room for any unforeseen expenditure. Want
to blow half a week’s wiggle room on a Big Mac Combo? I didn’t
think so.
Knowing your numbers gives you building discipline. It’s like having
a personal trainer in your wallet.

WHITTLE DOWN
YOUR “NEEDS.”
Only a decade ago, a cell phone was still
considered a bit of luxury. Today, we all
think we will wither and die without
constant contact with the outside world,
and those ego-stroking little chirps and
buzzes that trickle out of the phone every
time someone “likes” the most recent cat
photo we posted on Facebook.
Just about anything your grandparents survived without is
something we can count as a luxury and not a need. By closely
examining our bills and ferreting out the needs from the things
that are really wants, we can start to streamline our budget and our
monthly expense total.
Lowering expenses means burying yourself some breathing room.
It’s like getting a raise without an awkward conversation with the
boss. It’s more freedom. Here are some ideas for lowering your
monthly bills:
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Switch to a cheaper cable provider or cheaper plan, or drop cable
altogether.

PRACTICE
CONTENTMENT AS A
DAILY DISCIPLINE.

Call your mobile phone provider and ask for a lower bill. They
may offer some great suggestions that will reduce your phone expenses,
even while you are still under contract.

Contentment is fundamental to leading a
productive, Christlike life. First Timothy
6:6 says, “Godliness with contentment is
great gain.”

Drop your home phone if you can live just with a mobile, or
better yet, drop your cell phone.
Move to a cheaper place, or ask your landlord for a break on the
rent in exchange for doing some improvements to the property, such
as painting or yard work.
Refinance your mortgage, if you are a homeowner.
Swap with friends rather than purchasing. Try exchanging
clothing, swapping babysitting services, trading needed household
items, and even do bulk cooking together. You will be shocked at how
much you can save.
Clip coupons. Just this week I had $192 in coupons when I
went to the store. I bought more groceries, cleaning products, and
household items with coupons than I did with money. That’s real
savings! If you have kids, get them to help clip in exchange for some
of the savings back as pocket money. It’s worth it to give your 10-yearold $10 if she clips enough coupons to save you $100 at the store.
Bundle your errands and plan them well. Instead of going to the
grocery store one day, and the dry cleaner the next, and the drug store
the day after that, do it all in one afternoon so you’re wasting less gas,
not to mention less time. If you stop and list all the little errands you
ran in the past week, you’ll likely find you’re using up most of your
gas on those little jaunts out of the house. Bunch them together and
you’ll spend less at the gas pump.
Stay home. Even an afternoon running necessary errands usually
stacks up extra expenses such as stopping for a snack or coffee, and
buying those things you didn’t know you had to have until you
stumbled upon them in the store. My husband and I joke that there’s
a $100 fine from someone, somewhere, every time I leave the house
because it’s just about impossible to go anywhere or do anything
without spending money. So stay home, clean the kitchen, catch up
on the laundry, and watch a movie or read a book.
Watch what you watch and what you read. Some TV shows and
even entire networks are geared toward driving your discontentment
and making you think you need things you don’t. HGTV always gives
me great ideas of things I could buy for the house. Sports channels are
loaded with commercials for fast food, fast cars, and shiny electronics.
Even my family favorite show, Survivorman, recently had me jotting
down a list of things I should buy to keep in the car in case we slid off
a snowy mountain pass and ended up stranded. Yeah.

Practicing contentment starts with
simply expressing gratitude for what you
have right now. It needs to be an automatic daily thing, just like
brushing your teeth.
In fact, while brushing your teeth in the morning and at night is a great
time to start practicing this important discipline. Thank God for your
healthy body, or at least for what is healthy in your body right now.
Thank Him for your home, your family, your job—all the things He
has provided for you. Thank Him for listening to you and for hearing
and answering your prayer. By the time you are finished rinsing your
toothbrush, your whole outlook on life will likely have changed.
The more challenges you are facing, the more important gratitude
is. It is a weapon against the schemes of the Enemy to steal your joy.
Learning how to be content even when bad stuff is happening is the
mark of a mature, healthy believer.
The apostle Paul wrote, “I have learned in whatever state I am, to
be content: I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound.
Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to
be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I can do all things
through Christ who strengthens me” (Philippians. 4:11-13 NKJV).
Now we know that last phrase—“I can do all things through Christ
who strengthens me.” How profound to let those words wash over us
in the context in which they were originally delivered: contentment.
We need contentment. We need Christ. Even in the simplicity of
biblical times, Paul relied on Christ in order to achieve contentment.
How can we, with all the bells and whistles, and shiny things of our
era, possibly achieve contentment without the help of Christ?
We cannot.
We need Him in order to be content and achieve balance in the
world. We need Him in order to look at that number on the pay
check and say, “OK, I can do this.” We need Him for inspiration for
ways to cut back and for the self-discipline to live leaner.
When we get to the place where we realize we need
Christ foremost, and we put Him first, everything
else has a way of taking care of itself.
Amie Streater is the author of Your Money God’s Way and the
financial stewardship pastor at New Life Church in Colorado
Springs, Colorado. She and her husband are rearing three
little boys. When contentment falters, you can bet someone
is heading for the bathroom to brush their teeth. Reprinted
by permission from the Church of God Evangel.
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION

STAND YOUR GROUND!
By Ken Ham, President, Answers in Genesis/Creation Museum

How many Christians are really prepared to stand their ground
to when it comes to being bold for the Christian faith, especially
in our culture that is increasingly turning against Christians and
seeing them as the enemy? And how many Christians are willing
to stand their ground even as they are accused by secularists of
being intolerant or unloving?

deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection. Still
others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains
and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two,
were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in
sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented—of
whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and
mountains, in dens and caves of the earth.”
Dr. Al Mohler, president of Southern Seminary, recently
commented on the decline of biblical thinking regarding moral
standards, and how even the church is following the world in
some ways:
“The massive moral shift taking shape around us is fast
eliminating any neutral ground on this issue. Those
celebrating the moral normalization of homosexuality will
demand an answer from us all. ... any Christian who will not
join the moral revolution will be marginalized as a
moral outlier in the larger society.”
Dr. Mohler continued:
“Evangelical Christians are now called upon to think
strategically about what it means to speak truthfully and
lovingly to a society that increasingly sees us as the moral
outlaws. Clearly, we must watch our speech carefully,
measuring every word for truth and tone and avoiding
incendiary sound bites. …but abandoning the truth of God’s
Word is not an option. We deny the gospel if we deny the
sinfulness of sin. That sin. Every sin. Our sin.”*

MY CHALLENGE:
Are we all prepared to stand our ground, regardless of how the
culture may mock and attack us?
Ken Ham encourages all believers to stand their ground in an increasingly antiChristian world. Here he is inside Northern Kentucky’s Creation Museum.

Will we stand our ground for biblical truths when we are
attacked for being judgmental because we stand for biblical
marriage (one man and one woman)? And will we stand against
murdering babies in their mother’s wombs by abortion?
Will we have the courage of the great reformer Martin Luther,
who despite the fact he knew he could be killed, stood before
authorities 500 years ago and reportedly said: “Here I stand [on
God’s Word]; I can do no other; God help me”?
In fact, who would be prepared to be like those believers
described in the Bible who stood their ground on God’s Word?
They were, according to Hebrews 11, “tortured, not accepting
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As Christians, we are instructed to: “Be diligent to present
yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15).
Let’s raise a new generation that will stand boldly for God
and His Word!

￼ Ken Ham directs the Creation
Museum in northern Kentucky (west
of the Greater Cincinnati Airport).
*“Tebow’s Big Fumble,” by Dr. Al Mohler, posted February 22, 2013 to ChristianityToday.com.
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CHURCH GROWTH

God has blessed Community with a campus of 113 acres of prime real-estate just minutes away from downtown Cincinnati,
the Creation Museum, and the Greater Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky airport. Independence is one of the fastest growing
cities in the state of Kentucky, and CFC needs to be equipped to reap a mighty harvest for the glory of God. CFC’s next
building project is the new Children’s Center or Phase 1 of our future building plans. This state-of-the-art, multi-story
structure will feature multiple spacious classrooms, a large children’s auditorium, check-in and tracking systems, and much
more. As a partner or member of Community, think about how these facilities will change your life and the lives of your
children, your grandchildren, and generations to come.
Will you join us in prayer about your part in helping make this vision come to pass? Pastor Bates has established The
Nehemiah Wall project which will help facilitate the construction of the new Children’s Center and sanctuary. Community
will build a wall identifying the names of everyone who participated in The Nehemiah Wall project. Here’s how it works:
Number of Family Names
1 Family Name
2 Family Names
5 Family Names
10 Family Names
25 Family Names
50 Family Names

Total
$5,000
$2,500
$1,000
$500
$200
$100

$5,000
$5,000
$5,000
$5,000
$5,000
$5,000

To make a donation to The Nehemiah Wall project, mail your contribution (marked NW or Wall) to Community Family
Church/CFC, 11875 Taylor Mill Road, Independence, KY 41051. To make a credit card donation, you can visit www.
tommybates.com or call the church office at 859-356-8851. Your donation of any size will make a difference in the Kingdom
of God.
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missions
Lions are an ever-present danger to the lives and property of the Masai
people, a semi-nomadic tribe in East Africa living along the Great Rift Valley.
To protect their families and cattle from lions and nocturnal predators they
build a boma. A boma is essentially a village with a cattle pen surrounded by
a fence or palisade.

by B

he P
e
c

“... [Jesus] gave himself for us,
that he might redeem us from all
iniquity, and purify unto himself
a peculiar people, zealous of good
work” (Titus 2:14). ‘Peculiar’ is
translated from the Greek word
‘periousios,’ a compound word
formed by two root words - ‘peri’
(Strong’s 4012) and ‘eimi’ (1510).
Our English word ‘perimeter’ is
formed from the Greek root ‘peri’
and means “around, circuit.” The
literal definition of ‘eimi’ means “I exist” or “to be.” By joining these roots,
the English word ‘peculiar’ can be defined as, “I exist to be around.”
Christians are the peculiar people of God, but it does not mean that we
are odd or strange. To be the peculiar children of God means that He exists
to be around us. He is a perimeter around us just as the thorny acacia tree
fence is a protective perimeter around the Masai people and their cattle. As
believers, we dwell in the boma of God!
Can you picture a circle with a dot in the center? As the circle is around
the dot so God is around His children. The circle monopolizes the dot; it has
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We had numerous occasions to preach and
teach in Masai villages while we lived in East Africa.
I was teaching on Titus 2:14 in a Masai village when the
Holy Spirit gave me a parable to illustrate this exceptional verse.
Jesus often used parables relating an earthly story with cultural relevance to
simplify a biblical truth, and the Holy Spirit had prepared a parable just for
these precious people. I call this “The Parable of the Peculiar People.”
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Cattle are a symbol of wealth,
a source of pride, and are the
customary form of currency in the
Masai culture. Cattle are exchanged
between a groom and his bride’s
family for the dowry. The worst
punishment for a Masai man is to lose
his cows to lion attack, raiders, or as
punishment for crimes.

o

We dwell in the sphere of God, circumscribed and surrounded by Him.
I like that, but I am convicted of the times when I felt that God was far
away and did not hear my prayers. All the time, whether I feel His
presence or not, I am surrounded by my Abba Father.

Ne

The women build the semi-permanent small loaf-shaped
houses using mud, grass, wood, and cow dung, while
the men put up the circular perimeter fence made
from acacia trees. Acacia trees have long thorns
that can pierce a man’s foot and keep lions
out when densely crowded together. At
sunset their cattle are herded into the
center where they are protected by the
perimeter of the boma until daybreak
when they are taken out to graze.

the dot all to itself. God describes Himself as a jealous God because He does
not want to share us with anything or anyone.

You may be thinking if God is surrounding
us 24/7, then how can we have so many
temptations, trials, and afflictions in our
lives? Place another dot outside the circle
and draw an arrow from that dot to the
dot inside the circle. Label the new dot
a temptation or trial. The arrow can
reach the dot only by going through
the perimeter, and no temptation
or trial can reach you unless God
allows it (remember Job). As we
walk in the center of God’s will, He
will not permit Satan to confront us
with temptations too great and He
will provide the necessary faith and
spiritual strength to overcome them.

Victory over temptations, trials, and
afflictions is guaranteed when we are in the
center of God’s will. This is what Paul meant
when he wrote, “...there hath no temptation taken
you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful,
who will not suffer [allow] you to be tempted above that ye are able;
but will with the temptation also make a way of escape, that ye may be able
to bear it” (1 Corinthians 10:13). The way of escape is always Jesus.
God allows us to be tested whereby sin is put out of our lives and likeness
to Jesus is produced. The grace of God is sufficient to surmount every
difficulty, comfort any sorrow, and overcome all temptation.
Being a dot surrounded by the presence of God is more for His glory and
not so much about our security. Scripture abounds with people who found
trouble on a grand scale by living in the center of God’s will. In just three and
a half years Jesus was set at a distance from His family, brought in conflict
with Israel’s political and spiritual leaders, and was finally betrayed, arrested,
and executed—all while living in the center of His Father’s protective circle.
Jesus’ discouraged followers stood at the foot of the cross wondering for
what purpose God could have allowed this to happen to His Son. God’s full
purpose of salvation was not understood on crucifixion day, and the purpose
for our tests and afflictions are rarely understood either.
However, we can live in the security that God in His wisdom plans the
test and limits the temptation. God in His love sends the test and permits the
temptation. God in His grace meets the test and overcomes the temptation.
We are the peculiar children of God surrounded by His protective care and
the recipients of all needed comfort and grace!

Charles and Barbara Neal are missionary teachers and
members of CFC.
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We Have Tasted
by Steve Rust

O

ne of the things that the Lord has
dealt with strongly in my life is criticism of
other churches. I support the philosophy
of Brother Andrew, my personal hero,
who (70 years ago) believed the Holy
Spirit directed him to take Bibles into
Communist countries, a task which could
have cost him his freedom and even his
life. Many years and millions of delivered
Bibles later, when someone asked Brother
Andrew why he had delivered Bibles to
churches with whom he had doctrinal
differences, he said, “Well, I decided long
ago that I wasn’t going to spend my time
being ‘against’ something but would use
my strength to be ‘for’ something,” which
was of course spreading the Word of God.

S

o as I tell you the story of what
happened to my wife Pam and me, I
am not speaking “against” any group of
believers who don’t long for the gifts of
the Holy Spirit in their midst. Instead,
I am speaking “for” our experience with
the miraculous power of the Holy Ghost.
I admit that we Pentecostals have upon
occasion given folks a reason to “raise their
eyebrows” because of our exuberance, but
I still feel compelled to seek out a place
where the Spirit moves freely. The story
which follows will tell you why I feel that
way.

M

any years ago Pam and I attended
a Christmas dinner with about fifteen
members of our extended family. We were
saddened, however, because Josephine
Crout, the elderly grandmother and
spiritual matriarch of the family, had been
moved into a nursing facility and would
not be able to attend. Sister Josephine had
been in the Alzheimer’s ward of the facility

for a long time and quite frankly (forgive
me if my words seem unkind) did little but
stand in a corner and mutter unintelligibly.
In fact, for two years Sister Josephine had
not been able to put together a two-word
sentence or communicate at all. Her
condition was bad and getting worse.

W

hen Pam and I arrived at the
dinner, we were surprised to see that Sister
Josephine was indeed present. Her children
couldn’t stand the thought of Christmas
without her so they had decided to chance
it, but not without making a multitude
of promises to the nursing home and her
doctors. For her own safety we would have
to watch her very carefully.

A

nd so the Christmas dinner went on
as it always did–well, not quite the same as
always. Of course we all ate far too much
and scattered about the house to nap or
just have fun being together. Then in the
midst of the revelry, an astounding thing
happened. From the large living room
we all heard the voice of my wife singing
“Silent Night.” Pam is an anointed singer,
but something about this song seemed
wonderfully different. From all over the
house we were drawn to the living room
and in a matter of moments the entire
family circled the room and sang along
with Pam. Little did we suspect how the
Lord was about to visit us.

A

s the last notes of “Silent Night’
faded away, I noticed that off to the side
Sister Josephine stood up from her seat
where she had spent the evening. We
all watched as she walked slowly to the
middle of the room where she stopped,
raised her hands, and began to speak in a

beautiful prayer language. As if this wasn’t
enough to astonish us, she walked over
to me, gripped my face in her hands, and
in perfect English began to speak things
about my life—things which she could not
possibly have known even if she had been
in her right mind. She then went to every
person in the room and repeated the same
action with them. Needless to say, if there
were any unbelievers in the room before
Josephine began, there were no unbelievers
when she was finished.

I

t is this incident and others like it
which compel us to gather ourselves in a
place where God is free to move as He did
that night through Josephine. To be told
that we would never be able to experience
the Lord’s presence in that manner would
make us the most miserable of people.
Please don’t misunderstand me–our lives
are guided by His inspired Word and we
don’t spend all our time seeking Holy
Ghost incidents to guide us. We have,
however, tasted of the goodness of the
Lord through the wonderful presence of
His Holy Spirit. We always long to be in
a place where He is welcomed when He
manifests Himself miraculously.

Steve is a long time member of the
CFC staff who retired in 2010 and
moved to Lake Cumberland.
After tiring of their
“extended vacation,”
Steve and wife Pam felt
compelled by the Lord
to return to the church
and the people they
love so much.
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God’s Cupboard:

The Miracle
of the
Multiplying
Turkeys
By Dennis Sparks

Each year God’s Cupboard ministry
distributes free Thanksgiving dinners
complete with all the trimmings and
a frozen turkey to those who would
otherwise not have a meal to enjoy for
the holiday. With financial support
from the congregation and help from
a host of volunteers, the program is
always a success.
A dear sister of the church recently
told me a story about a miracle
that happened during one such
Thanksgiving outreach several years
ago: “I remember we counted 51
turkeys that had been donated by the
church. We had no idea exactly how
many people would show up that
day. Everyone started getting nervous
half-way through because the turnout
was more than what we had expected;
we were sure that we would run out
of food. After all of the food had been
distributed, we checked our list and
were surprised to discover that we
had actually given away 72 turkeys.
God had miraculously multiplied the
turkeys. And what’s more amazing is
that we always took the largest turkey
to a particular family in the church. We
found one more turkey—the largest
turkey I have ever seen in my life—
inside a bag with two carrying handles
sitting next to the door. To this day, no
one knows where it came from.”
At God’s Cupboard, our mission is
to serve Jesus Christ by serving others.
The ministry currently provides 50
to 60 bags of groceries each month
to individuals and families who
need assistance. Not only does the
ministry provide quality dry and
canned goods but also fresh fruits
and vegetables through a recent
partnering with MASTER Provisions*
in Florence, Kentucky. In addition,
our “commodities” program—a statesanctioned assistance program for those
over the age of 60—provides nutritious
food to approximately 30 seniors each
month. Our vision for the future
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involves blessing others with clothing,
small appliances, and other household
goods.
Pam Morris, a founding member of
God’s Cupboard, believes that God has
mightily blessed the ministry and will
continue to do so in the future. “Since
we started over a year ago, we have seen
an increase in the number of people
served. We have seen people saved and
had the opportunity to invite people to
church who otherwise would not have
been invited. It is such a blessing to
help others.”
Author’s note: I would like to thank
Pam, Janice, Mike, Sharon, and Lisa for
their hard work and dedication to the
ministry. I also want to thank Pastor
Steve Coomer for his leadership and
guidance during the difficult times.
*MASTER Provisions combines evangelism with
delivery of clothing, food, orphan and medical care,
farming aid and other benevolent assistance. For
more information, visit www.masterprovisions.org.

Dennis Sparks is a
retired Covington
police officer who
attends CFC with
his wife Vonna and
their two children,
Rebecca and Sarah.
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What Is Inside Your Gate
by Pastor Todd Hoskins
ot long ago in between visitations, I stopped at a Best Buy
store. I was mesmerized by all the equipment I found in the
audio department to enhance the listening experience and/
or to amplify sound. It was so interesting to see the products–
some small, some large–offered to attract the consumer. All
the products intrigued me. Most of the products catered to people
who would ultimately connect to a smart phone, an iPod, or other
similar device. From there I ventured to the section that offered ear
buds and headphones. I discovered many options for children to
adults–all sized for comfort and fit.
As you can imagine, there is a major push to place voices in
various forms through your ear gates to inside your mind. From
music to voicemails to audible books–it’s so easy to listen, learn, and
isolate. Everywhere you look someone has headphones or ear buds–
connecting a device through their ears to the gateway of the mind.
Like anything else, these devices can be blessings or avenues for the
enemy to trip us up.
In 		
2 Samuel 20, Sheba is on the run from Joab. Sheba enters
behind the walls of a city that was in danger because of his presence.
Joab and his men battered the wall to throw it down. But a wise
woman of the city explained, “I am one of them that are peaceable
and faithful in Israel.” Wow, what a statement! I can hear the Holy
Ghost saying right now, “I am one of them” to those that try to
put anything behind those gates and walls that God has sanctified
and consecrated. God has given us the wise counsel of the Spirit to
disqualify voices that are not of Him and cast down strongholds and
imaginations.
The enemy’s job is to pollute every believer and non-believer’s
mind with his doubt and fear. What we listen to and what we discard
is an example of one gate that is bombarded on a daily basis. Your
ear gates are extremely important to direction, counsel, blessing,
and life. When you feel your walls are being battered by God to
discard something, recognize what it is, and cut off the head of doubt
and cast it over the wall. The city and everyone in it were saved by
throwing over what hindered it.

Todd Hoskins pastors Vandalia Christian Tabernacle in
Vandalia, OH. For more information, visit www.vctchurch.com.

The Kentucky Voice • July - September 2013 • www.cfcky.com

19

FEATURED ARTICLE

God is on the move and wants to send
a new (possibly final) Great Awakening to
America and the world. However, I cannot
help but wonder if the Church is truly ready
for it – or even desirous of it. After all, we
live in modern times with so many manmade resources at our disposal (never mind
that everything we have comes from God
in the first place), that surely we can handle
something on our own, can’t we?
If this were a case of fixing automobiles or
dealing with a computer virus, I might agree.
But the problems of our world are, from
our perspective, so great and the threads of
the knots so extensive–and our patience for
untangling them so limited–that the only way
out is for us to get out of the way and let God
be who He is. Let Him intervene and provide
the solutions.

The Awakening, which can only
come by seeking the Lord, is the
necessary step to real change.
We can examine the problems that face
us one by one, until you realize that this
has already been done. We must also realize
that what society focuses on as problems are
merely symptoms of a larger disorder. We have
walked away from the Lord Who established
a covenant with this nation when it was first
formed. We have decided that we can “take it
from here,” that we don’t need Him anymore,
and that we can go about our lives free from
the boundaries He establishes for us to live
happy lives in peace–you know–what people
normally view as limitations, restrictions, or
just God trying to spoil our fun. As simplistic
as I’m sure some will view this, all of the
things we lament about in the news each
day can be traced back to this turning point.
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Instead, we need to look at the solutions we
think up to solve our problems, and examine
why they are inadequate for the task.
For example, let’s take the giant elephant
and donkey in the room: Politics. (They really
aren’t that big, you know; they just don’t like
each other and are rather noisy about it.)
Political solutions are all the rage, especially
these days as the nation seems to split along
ideological lines and both sides seem to be
heading for a “showdown” of sorts for the soul
of the people. Politics, however, is a human
construct and because of this has limitations.
Simply put, those limits are our own
capriciousness, our natural inability to remain
steadfast on a particular point. Intransigence,
as much as it is decried in political circles,
is for the rest of us a quality highly valued
because it is one shared by our Creator:
I the LORD do not change (Malachi 3:6
NIV). God is not a man that He should lie,
nor a son of man that He should change
His mind (Numbers 23:19 NIV). Even our
Founding Fathers knew this principle: In
matters of style, swim with the current; in matters
of principle, stand like a rock (Thomas Jefferson).
Despite its limitations, politics is capable
of great good if the practitioners are of like
mind. It is also capable of great evil if the
intentions be the same–and sometimes, even if
the intentions are good. The worst thing of all
is that exertions in a particular area can shift
from one side to the other without thinking,
almost without perception. As expression of
Biblical Christianity is being systematically
driven from the national discussion, it is easy
for politicians, even with the most noble of
motivations, to create laws that can harm
the nation by running counter to God’s
Commandments, or for the people to demand

the same in the name of “fairness,” unknowing
or uncaring of the eternal consequences or
the prospect that such policies might bring on
low-level or full-scale judgment on the nation.
Consider the people of ancient Israel in the
Scriptures. Having been established in the
Promised Land by God, Israel walked away
from its covenant with Him to the point
where they looked to the other nations as
their model and not God. So, God permitted
them to have a king as all the other nations
had. With the dynasty of David and Solomon,
God was with Israel. But because of Solomon’s
turning to false gods, with his successor
came a split of Israel into two kingdoms;
Judah and Israel. Eventually came a period
of national lurching between good kings
who would serve the Lord and evil ones who
would serve the Baals and other false gods.
As the “official policy” of the government
shifted back and forth, the people held their
peace in the face of such uncertainty, until
the prophet Elijah finally asked them, How
long will you waver between two opinions?
If the LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal
is God, follow him. (1 Kings 18:21 NIV).
Even after the unmistakable demonstration
on Mount Carmel of Who was the true God,

People’s basic concepts of
fairness and right, once
disconnected from the God Who
gave them this same sense,
will end up promoting that
which causes the downfall and
destruction of society.
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As the “official policy” of the
government shifted back and
forth, the people held their
peace in the face of such
uncertainty...

the wavering continued until that God was
forced to judge Israel and Judah both by
sending them into exile.
So we are seeing the shifting begin in
America. As political parties try in their
own stumbling way to define themselves
by the crises of their times in order to win
supporters (and elections) in their quest for
power, the public sees shifting in the nation’s
official policy. When one major party is
in power, we have sin and licentiousness
given almost free reign under the illusion
of fairness, while the rule of another major
party pays lip service to the Kingdom of
God, but still tries to make inroads with the
same people living in sin and licentiousness
thinking the party needs to “keep with
the times” in order to win supporters (and
elections). The result is that both major
parties tend to look more like each other
than the people they claim to be serving,
many of whom still worship the God of the
Founding Fathers. Smaller political parties
have emerged; but without the guiding
influence of the Gospel
among their
members, the results
are still the same.

practice actively discouraged; the same
restraints are removed under a different
president, thus officially approving
abortion as the policy of the nation.
And in either case, the practice never
goes away, to the point that more than
50 million innocent children have died in
the 40 years since the Roe v. Wade decision,
the slaughter goes on virtually unabated–
and now, some voices among abortion
advocates are dropping the semantic mask
of whether the baby really is a baby and
say, in essence, Yeah, it’s human – so what?
and openly suggest that some lives are less
valuable than others.
This is but one example of the weakness
of politics to effect true change. Such change
can come through political means, but
only when the will of the people buttresses
the decisions and policies. And the people
right now are fractured and deeply divided.
People’s basic concepts of fairness and right,
once disconnected from the God Who
gave them this same sense, will end up
promoting that which causes the downfall
and destruction of society. These desires
must be anchored
in God to
be expressed in
their
best sense. It is
only
the force of true
Revival–not a
week’s worth of
sitting nightly

God is on the move and wants to
send a new (possibly final) Great
Awakening to America and the world.
under sermons you (mostly) already agree
with delivered by a preacher you go to see
more for the entertainment provided while
a handful of people receive Salvation, but
the Great Awakening where the power of
God is poured out full-strength–that opens
the eyes of all the people and fills the altars
with the repentant turning back to the
Lord. This is where the culture of the nation
dramatically changes. And where the culture
of the nation changes, its institutions cannot
help but follow along. Jesus said, But seek
first His Kingdom and His Righteousness,
and all these things will be given to you
as well (Matthew 6:33, NIV).
The Awakening, which
can only come by
seeking the Lord, is the
necessary step to real
change.

As for the laws
that are passed, the
Ping-Pong game continues. For
example, under one president federal
funding for abortion is outlawed and the
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