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After three glorious services on Sunday, I was quite 
exhausted from preaching, praying, communicating, and 
administrating. When I finally went to bed around midnight, 
I totally crashed. I even woke myself up snoring a couple 
of times. At 3:22 a.m., I also awakened with an abundant 
surge of energy. I felt like I could jump out of bed and run a 
marathon.

These words shot up in my spirit: “Time is of the essence.” 
I wasn’t really sure what this meant, but the urgency was so 
great. About an hour later, I fell back to sleep. As soon as I 
woke up the next morning, I reached for my iPad and did a 
“Google Search” for those mysterious words: “time is of the 
essence.” I discovered that this clause is included in many 
legal contracts and means that specific performances must be 
completed in a certain amount of time.

The Spirit of Christ began to reveal to me the legal contract 
of eternity and how lost humanity was sold unto sin, but Jesus 
Christ paid the redemptive price and purchased salvation. 
Now, we have a Judge, God the righteous Judge; a prosecuting 
attorney, Satan, who is the accuser of the brethren; and a 
defense attorney, Jesus Christ, our advocate. We are nearing 
the end of the contract, but certain things must be completed 
in this period of time according to the contract. There is a 

final day and hour, and no man knows that time; it is in the 
knowledge of the Father. All I know is that I feel urgency 
deep in my soul coming from the Holy Spirit. This is harvest 
time; the eternal destiny of souls is depending on our rescue 
mission to those who are perishing. So how can the lost be 
saved except they hear and how can they hear except we open 
our voices and share the gospel of Jesus Christ? 

The Holy Spirit is making us aware of our final responsibility 
to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world. The 
outpouring of the Holy Ghost in these last days is not to 
create a more demonstrative charismatic circus. Instead, the 
outpouring of the Holy Ghost is intended for the salvation 
of the lost. Recovery! Renewal! Revive! Restore! The contract 
is coming to a close. Hear what the Spirit is saying to the 
church. Don’t get distracted. “Win the lost!” The number one 
priority for 2013 is sharing your faith, boldly proclaiming 
that Jesus is the answer to every need in your life.

We love you,

Pastor Tommy Bates

If you have a prayer request or praise report or just need help finding Christ, give us a call at 859-356-8851 or email cfcoffice@cfcky.com. 
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TCT (DirecTV 377 & Sky Angel 133)
CTN (DirectTV 376 & Dish 267 & Sky Angel 136)
The Church Channel
(DirectTV 371 & Dish 264 & TBN Digital Outlets)

Jasper • WACN-TV 16    
Talladega • WOIL-TV 47

Greensboro/High Point/Winston Salem
Lumberton, NC WLPS-TV 7
Raleigh/Durham/Fayetteville • WRAY-TV 42

Cleveland/Akron/Canton/Kent • WRLM-TV 47
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky • WSTR 64

Chattanooga • WDEF-TV 12
Dyersburg/Memphis/Tri-Cities • WLFG-TV 49
Knoxville • WEZK-TV 28 
Sevierville/Smokey Mountains • WJZC-TV 22

Abingdon/Grundy • WLFG-TV 49 

Bluefield/Beckley/Oak Hill • WLFB-TV 40

Toronto • WNYP
Windsor • WDWO

Harlan, KY • WFSR 970 AM

CTN • www.ctnonline.com   
CTN • www.whbr.org    
CTN • www.wrxytv.com   
CWEBTV • www.cwebtv.net   
Living Faith • www.livingfaithtv.com  
trueGODtv • www.truegod.tv  
TCT • www.tct.tv    
Watchmen • www.watchmenbroadcasting.org

Ft. Meyers/Naples • WRXY-49/dTV 34  
Pensacola/Mobile(AL) • WHBR-TV/dTV 34  
Tampa/St. Pete/Sarasota • WCLF-TV 22/dTV 21

Augusta • WBPI-TV 49

Decatur • WLCF (various channels-see local listings)

Harrisburg • WTCT

Fort Wayne • WINM-TV 63

Beattyville • WLJC-TV    
Harlan/Somerset/Lexington • WAGV-TV 44
Louisville • WBNA-TV 21   
Paducah/Cape Girardeau (MO) • CTCT-TV 27

Northeast (LA)/Southern (AR) • KMCT-TV 39

Bay City/Flint/Saginaw • WAQP-TV 49  
Detroit • WDWO-TV 18    
Grand Rapids/Kalamazoo/Muskegon • WTLJ-TV 54

Tupelo/Columbus • WEPH

Buffalo • WNYB-TV 26

Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Tuesday, 7 p.m. EST
Friday, 9 p.m. EST

Sunday, 9:30 a.m. CST & Wed., 8:30 a.m. CST
Sunday, 9:30 a.m. CST & Thurs., 11 a.m. CST

Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST

Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST

Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, 8:00 a.m. EST

Sunday, 7 a.m. EST
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST 
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST

Thursday, 10 p.m. EST

Thursday, 10 p.m. EST

Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST 
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST 

Sunday, 8:30-9:30 a.m. EST

Friday, 11:30 a.m. EST
Sunday, 9 a.m. CST
Thursday, 6:30 p.m. EST
24/7 Archived Programs
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST
24/7 Archived Programs
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, 8:30 a.m. EST

Thursday, 6:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, 9 a.m. CST
Friday, 11:30 a.m. EST

Sunday, 8:30 a.m. EST

Tuesday, 6 p.m. CST
Sunday, 9:30 p.m. CST

Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST

Sunday, 8 a.m. EST
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST
Sunday, 10:30 a.m. EST
Sunday, 9:30 p.m. CST

Tues., 10:30 a.m. CST & Thurs., 5:30 p.m. CST

Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST

Tuesday, 6 p.m. CST

Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST

If you can’t receive Pastor Bates’  TV program on your TV, log on to the following websites 
and watch online:

South Carolina
Station/Network Date/Time
Charleston • WLCN-TV 18 Tuesday, 7 p.m. EST 



January 3 at 7 p.m. EST • Family Chapel Church of God • Pigeon Forge, TN • 
865-250-3040 • www.familychapelcog.com
January 22-29 • International Missions Outreach Haitian Convention with Dr. 
John Hanson • Delmas, Haiti • 304-548-7009 (US Contact) • www.imohaiti.org

February 7 & 8 at 7 p.m. EST • Word of Life Gospel Ministry • Carrollton, GA • 
770-832-1945 • www.wolgm.org

February 18-25 • Missions Trip to Guatemala

March 19  at 7 p.m. EST • River of Life Christian Center • Riverview, FL • 813-677-4453 
• www.riveroflifechristiancenter.org
Dates and times may be subject to change or cancellation. Please contact the location of the event to confirm date and 
time before driving long distance. Pastor Bates’ itinerary is updated on a regular basis at www.tommybates.com.
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As a Next Generation leader, I can’t tell you the revivals, crusades, 
conferences, and services I’ve been in that have made the cliché 
reference to “prayer being taken from public schools.” This verdict 
was decided in 1962! That’s the same year Wal-Mart opened, The 
Beverly Hillbillies premiered on TV, and the electric popcorn maker 
was introduced! I’m not discounting the severity of that landmark 
case, but 1962 is not coming back. Matter of fact, to most Next 
Gen’ers, 1962 might as well be the year that Columbus discovered 
America.  

Today we deal with a greater tragedy. It was bad when prayer was 
taken from public schools, but prayer has now been taken from our 
personal lives! The absence of prayer in our lives is not by Supreme 
Court decision, but as a product of our own devices. In 1 Samuel 
12:23 the Bible says “God forbid that I should sin against the Lord 
in ceasing to pray for you.” The scripture clearly tells us that failing to 
pray is a sin. Prayer is the breath of the Christian experience; it is the 
“cost” in Pentecost. Now when you compare the sin of prayerlessness 
to other “sins,” it doesn’t seem that bad. However, not praying is 
disobedience and a sinful attitude. The scripture goes on to say in 
Luke 18:1 that “men ought always to pray,” in 1 Thessalonians 5:17 
“pray without ceasing,” in Colossians 4:2 “continue to pray,” and in 
Ephesians 6:18 “Praying always with all prayer and supplication in 
the Spirit.”

The lack of prayer in anyone’s life is easily detected. Those closest 
to you first notice, and then eventually everyone will see the lack of 
consecration. This Next Gen church is not filled with bad people 
that intentionally try to disobey God. I believe the church is filled 
with good people—good people who are so busy that by the time 
the day ends they feel condemned because they went yet another 
day without talking to their Lord. Satan has changed his strategy. He 
no longer persecutes, stones, and imprisons church people. Those 
strategies caused the church to pray so much that prisons shook, 
chains broke, and prison guards were saved. 

Satan has a new strategy. He fills our lives with lawful things. 1 
Corinthians 6:12 says “all things are lawful for me, but not all things 
are expedient.” This means that I can do many things, but I shouldn’t 
do so much that I do not have time to pray. Trust me, I get it. I know 
it’s different for me because I’m a full-time Pastor, and I should be 
given to prayer (Acts 6:4). I know when you work 60-hour weeks, 
raise children, care for a parent, or tend to a special needs child, time 
is a precious commodity. To help you establish a daily time with the 
Lord, consider these five recommendations:

Decide to obey. Admit that the lack of prayer in your life is 
sinful and repent. This will remove the guilt and condemnation 
from your life.

Pray when you are at your best. If you are not a morning 
person, then the 6 a.m. prayer time may not be for you. If 
no one wants to speak to you before you have your Starbucks 
Skinny Vanilla Latte, God may not either. Find a good time. 

Eliminate the distractions. This means disconnect. Now for 
all of us Next Gen’ers, the word “disconnect” is synonymous 
with Armageddon. But you have to do it. Turn off the iPhone, 
Facebook, Twitter, computer, iPad, and TV. Get somewhere 
quiet and talk to your Lord.

Focus on quality, not quantity. Don’t let religious rules force 
you to pray a certain amount of time. Prayer is a conversation 
with God. That conversation may vary from day to day.

Get creative! Prayer should be a pleasure. Mix it up a little. 
Walk in nature or go to the sanctuary of your local church to 
pray. Prayer walking your neighborhood helps your body and 
your Spirit. Sometimes I kneel, but sometimes I sit, lie down, 
or stand. If God wanted robots, He would have created them. 
He simply wants you.

Finally, Dr. Yonggi Cho, pastor of the largest church in the world, 
once said, “America will build buildings, they will have crusades, 
but they will not pray.” We Next Gen’ers have a great opportunity 
to lead a spiritual awaking in our land. It begins by making prayer 
personal again.

Michael serves at New Hope Ministries 
Church of God in Corbin, KY.  You can 
follow him on Facebook and Twitter.
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“The absence of prayer in our lives is not by Supreme Court 
decision, but as a product of our own devices.”
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Like many of you, I am deeply concerned 
about the condition of our families and churches 
today and the direction in which many are 
headed. Searching the scriptures for an answer, I 
was reminded of the familiar story of Moses and 
his mother, Jochebed. Exodus 2:1-9 records the 
amazing description of her determination as a 
parent.

Jochebed was a Hebrew slave of Levi’s tribe—
the lowest social rank and position imaginable 
(Exodus 2:1). And because of the lengthy time the 
Israelites had been in bondage to the Egyptians, it 
is safe to say that her husband, Moses’ father, was 
also a slave. These two Egyptian slaves were abused 
and beaten regularly. They were poverty stricken 
with very few possessions and lived in something 
no one would even call a home. They had no decent 
clothes, no opportunity to better themselves, and 
no social standing in society. Yet God used this 
humble woman and man beyond imagination! 
Jochebed gave birth to one of the greatest men 
who ever lived! And what a great example she is to 
us. No matter how low we may be, God can use 
us! He is not concerned about our past or present, 
rank or position, abilities or education, finances or 
possessions. All He is looking for is someone who 
will trust and follow Him.

Moses came into this world at one of the worst 
times in history for boys to be born. The king had 
passed a law just before his birth that all newborn 
boys were to be drowned. Imagine for just a 
moment the uneasiness of Moses’ parents when 
they discovered they were going to have a baby. 
During those long nine months, they must have 
prayed and asked God fervently for a baby girl so 
they wouldn’t go through the torture of a baby boy 

being murdered. Nine long months of praying 
and wondering…until finally the day came and 
their worst fears became a reality. Their baby was a 
boy! What was God thinking? How could He have 
allowed this to happen? 

Obviously God had a plan much bigger than 
anyone could have ever imagined. Exodus 2:2 
records that “she saw him that he was a goodly 
child.” In another version, the text reads that “she 
saw he was a special child” (NLT). Acts 7:20 says 
that Moses was “exceedingly beautiful in God’s 
sight” (Amplified). When Jochebed saw her baby, 
she knew in her heart that he was a special gift 
from God with a divine purpose. She had to be 
courageous to save his life. So what did this godly 
mother do? She decided that no matter what it 
cost her, she was willing to pay the price. For three 
months, she hid baby Moses. What an example 
Jochebed is to today’s generation. Selfishness rules 
and mothers and fathers are leaving their families 
for “greener pastures.” Jochebed was willing to risk 
her life to save her child. She understood that it 
wasn’t all about her and her selfish desires being 
fulfilled. She also had a greater purpose—she was 
willing to die to self and trust and obey God.

After Jochebed hid Moses for three months, 
her next step was preparation. Exodus 2:3 describes 
the wisdom of this godly mother: “And when she 

could not longer hide him, she took for him an ark 
of bulrushes, and daubed it with slime and with 
pitch, and put the child therein; and she laid it 
in the flags by the river’s brink.” Jochebed made a 
waterproof, ark-like basket. The Hebrew word for 
ark is used only twice in the Bible; it is the same 
word used for Noah’s ark.  Just like with Noah, the 
ark was the means by which Jochebed saved her 
family. Today, we wouldn’t build a waterproof ark 
with gopher wood as Noah did or with bulrushes 
as Jochebed did. Instead, God is calling us to build 
an ark for our families—an ark made from prayer, 
fasting, the precious blood of Jesus, and the power 
of the Holy Spirit. When we must let go of our 
children and “put them in the Nile River,” if they 
are in the waterproof ark, no weapon formed 
against them shall prosper. Yes, they may go to 
Pharaoh’s house, but when they are covered by the 
blood of Jesus, the enemy cannot keep them. They 
will return home!  

Of course, we know how the story of Moses 
goes. Pharaoh’s daughter found Moses floating 
in the ark on the Nile River. When she looked 
at him with compassion in her eyes, Miriam, 
Moses’ sister who was watching from a distance, 
ran forward and offered to find someone to nurse 
him. Pharaoh’s daughter agreed and gave the job 
to Jochebed. Amazingly Pharaoh paid Jochebed to 
nurse her own son! Pharaoh also gave Moses the 
best food, shelter, clothing, and education that the 
world had to offer. Years later Pharaoh watched 
Moses lead the Israelites out of bondage! What a 
slap in the enemy’s face! God will take Satan’s evil 
plan and work it out for our good.

Within the short time that Jochebed had to 
be with her son, no doubt she made the most 
of every moment, teaching Moses about God, 
Jehovah Jireh, the great provider. I’m sure other 
things came into their conversations, but she 
never wavered from her main priority of instilling 
in Moses the foundation of who they were…
God’s chosen people. May Jochebed always be an 
example to both natural and spiritual mothers and 
fathers today. We must walk in our purpose and 
declare with passion and demonstrate with power 
our great God to this generation!

Beth is an evangelist based in Athens, Georgia who travels 
nationally and internationally. Visit www.bethstephens.org for more 
information.
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Very early in life, Mom taught me a valuable lesson about 
stealing. When I was about five years old, I decided to fill 
my pocket full of suckers from the candy rack at the grocery 
store. Needless to say, I was caught before we pulled out of 
the parking lot. As a result, my heart was broken, my pride 
was hurt, and my gluteus maximus was tanned. I’ve hated 
suckers ever since! Although I am not an expert on thievery, 
I know three things about a thief.

First of all, a thief comes when we are not expecting 
him to come. Thieves don’t post their work schedule for 
public view on the community bulletin board. A good thief 
will always find the most unexpected time to steal from us. 
He will come when we are not at home and not standing 
guard to what is going on around us. Satan operates in the 
same manner. He always comes when we don’t expect him. 
Just when things are starting to turn for the good, he will 
step in and steal something that is rightfully ours. I’ve seen 
many churches come under their greatest attacks right in the 
midst of revival. This happens because we have an adversary 
that wants to stop our progress and slow our growth. 

The best way that we can stand guard is to keep our 
spiritual guns loaded by maintaining a prayer and devotion 
life. Paul said in 2 Corinthians 10:4 that “the weapons of 
our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the 
pulling down of strong holds.” I often tell my new converts 
that the first thing that they need to get as a new Christian is 
a D.A.W.G. That’s an acronym for Daily Appointment With 
God! D.A.W.G.’s are a great security system for the child of 
God and will keep the thief away.

Secondly, when a thief comes, he only steals valuable 
things. Thieves don’t steal junk. When thieves come, they 
are looking for that which is most valuable. When Satan 
gained limited access to Job, do you remember the first thing 
that he went after? Job’s children. All of a sudden, seven sons 
and three daughters were dead, and Job and his wife were 
left to pick up the pieces. As pastors and parents, this should 
tell us just how valuable our children are to us. 

The most valuable possession that we have is our family 
and Satan knows it. Don’t think for one minute that marital 
problems, in-law issues, and rebellious children come along 
by accident. Satan is seeking and searching for that which is 
most valuable to us. If he can destroy the lambs, there will 
not be a next generation of sheep! He targets our children 
to destroy our churches, and he uses family conflict to steal 
our joy and our peace. His purpose is to plant seeds of doubt 
about the faithfulness of God in our lives. He wants us to 
live in fear instead of faith. The truth is we will protect that 
which we value the most. 

Finally, when a thief gets caught, he must release 
everything that he has stolen. He can’t keep stolen goods 
because they are not rightfully his. They are rightfully ours! 
Peace, joy, and healing a just a few of the rightful possessions 
for the people of God. What is gone that you once 
possessed? What have you lost that you want back? 

Satan is a thief and just for the record, he has already been 
caught! Christ took care of that over 2000 years ago on the 
old rugged cross. Now, it’s time for each of us to act in faith, 
put on our armor, take hold of our spiritual weapons, walk 
into the enemy’s camp, and take back everything that he has 
stolen. The thief comes, but Jesus said “I am come that they 
(you) might have life and that they (you) might have it more 
abundantly”! 

Abundant living is the standard of living for the child 
of God. What are we going to trust more: fear or faith? I 
choose to live by faith. How about you?

Bishop Stan Holder is the Administrative 
Bishop of the Alaska/BC Church of God. 
You can communicate with Bishop Holder 
at stan_holder@alaskabccog.com and at 
stanholder.blogspot.com.
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“Now Naaman, captain of the host of 
the king of Syria, was a great man with 
his master, and honourable, because 
by him the Lord had given deliverance 
unto Syria: he was also a mighty man in 
valour, but he was a leper” (II Kings 5:1). 
Leprosy in the Old Testament was a type 
of the spiritual condition of unregenerate 
man. There was no earthly cure for 
leprosy, just as there is no earthly cure for 
sin. All of the great things about Naaman 
did not save or heal him; he was still a 
leper. And so are the untold millions in 
the world who think their state, status, 
and position mean something with God. 
They don’t!

“And the Syrians had gone out by 
companies, and had brought away 
captive out of the land of Israel a little 
maid; and she waited on Naaman’s 
wife” (II Kings 5:2). This “little maid” 
would figure prominently in history. 
The Holy Spirit does not even give her 

a name; however, her testimony would 
affect nations. It would have been very 
easy for her to have been bitter, morose, 
and angry toward God for allowing 
her to be taken away from her land 
and family and made a slave in Syria. 
But she exhibited none of these traits. 
She retained her testimony. The things 
she did not understand, she left in the 
hands of God. What an example!

“And she said unto her mistress, 
Would God my lord were with the 
Prophet who is in Samaria! For he 
would recover him of his leprosy”
(II Kings 5:3). In effect, she said, “I 
know somebody who knows somebody 
who knows what to do for you!”

Naaman, at this time, was one of the 
most powerful Army Commanders 
in the world and quite possibly the 
mightiest Field General in the world. 
He had the respect of those under his 
command by his fearless stance against 
the great Assyrian Empire whom God 
allowed to attack the Syrian army but 

was defeated. He was looked at as a 
hero by his peers and even known 
by the Holy Spirit as a “mighty man 
in valour,” “a great man,” and even 
“honorable.” Even though he was a 
great man, the Bible also says that “he 
was a leper.”

Leprosy: A Type of Sin
In the Old Testament, leprosy was 

looked at as a type of sin, for it would 
eat away at the very vitals of the 
individual, eventually leading to death. 
And there was no cure. Leprosy is a 
rare disease now; but in Old Testament 
times, a person who contracted this 
hideous disease was looked at as a “dead 
man walking.” It was a matter of time 
before this disease would attack his very 
vitals, where death was imminent. 

The first signs of leprosy were very 
small and not easily detected. The ulcer 
of leprosy may continue unprogressive 
for months, or possibly several years, 
while that individual would go about 
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their daily business. But soon, the 
ulcer would grow and spread, with 
corruption oozing from the sore 
that will result in repulsive and foul 
disfigurement of the face or body. In 
other words, with this disease, fingers, 
a nose, and ears would be eaten away 
by this hideous disease. And there was 
no cure. This great and mighty man, 
Naaman, was a leper.

All lives that have been wrecked and 
destroyed by sin start with something 
small. No alcoholic starts out as an 
alcoholic; instead, a person becomes 
an alcoholic one drink at a time. Many 
think that their sin is no big deal; 
they can control it. However, a day of 
reckoning will come where their lives 
are completely destroyed all because 
of sin. Sin takes an awful toll on the 
person, causing destruction like nothing 
else, for Satan wants to destroy you 
using whatever he can to do so. Satan 
always plays for keeps, and he will not 
rest until he destroys you (John 10:10). 

I Know Somebody Who 
Knows Somebody Who 
Knows What to Do for You!
As word came back to Naaman’s 

family about his disease, imagine their 
heartbreak and heartache. However, 
God had placed a little Jewish girl, 
who was nameless, in that home for 
that specific time, and her testimony 
would affect nations! She was actually 
a slave in Naaman’s house. There’s 
no record that this young lady ever 
complained about her situation. Many 
Christians, when placed in situations 
that we might not understand, would 
be apt to complain to God. However, 
we must understand that everything 
that happens to the believer is either 
caused or allowed by God to happen. 
Everything happens for a reason. 

This little Jewish girl came to her 
mistress, Naaman’s wife, and told her 

in essence, “I understand that your 
husband is suffering with leprosy, 
but I know somebody who knows 
somebody who knows what to do for 
you!” Despite the situation at hand and 
the fact that this disease had no known 
cure, there was and is a remedy! The 
young lady knew Elisha and the power 
he had with God, and she believed that 
Jehovah God is a God of Miracles and 
that He can do anything! And because 
of her stance on this issue, that family 
would see one of the greatest Miracles 
recorded in the Word of God. 

Read these words carefully: I may 
not know what is going on in your 
life, but I know somebody who knows 
somebody who knows what to do 
for you! There is an answer for your 
problem and situation: Jesus Christ and 
the Cross is your answer! There is no 
other answer that man can give to help 
your situation. Only the Cross of Christ 
can do for you what needs to be done.

Pride: The Crowning Sin of 
All Sins
Naaman, along with his servant, 

came to the house of Elisha the Prophet 
expecting to be waited on hand and 
foot for that was what Naaman was 
used to. Instead of the Prophet coming 
out to meet him, Naaman was met by 
Elisha’s servant. How insulting this was 
to Naaman. Elisha’s servant then gave 
directions to Naaman that were even 
more insulting. He commanded Naaman 
to dip seven times in the River Jordan, a 
river that was not the most enticing river 
to go into nor was it the river of choice 
by Naaman. The real reason for this 
command was not that the healing of the 
leprosy would be seen but that Naaman’s 
pride would be dealt with. 

Pride is the crowning sin of all sins, 
for it is pride that keeps man from 
accepting Christ as his Lord and 
Saviour. Pride says: “I don’t need a 

Gabriel oversees the CrossFire 
Youth Ministries in Baton 
Rouge, LA.  For more 
information, visit www.
crossfireyouthministry.com.

Saviour; I can save myself. I am better 
than God; I can live this life just fine 
on my own.” Pride caused Satan to 
revolt against God, for he thought in 
his mind that he could be higher than 
God (Ezekiel 28). Pride sends millions 
of souls to Hell on a daily basis. 

The Jordan River: A Type of 
Calvary
Naaman would not be cured by 

pomp and circumstance, but rather 
obeying the word of the Prophet to dip 
in the Jordan River seven times. What 
was so special about the Jordan River? 
Did it contain any healing properties? 
No. The Prophet commanded Naaman 
to dip in the Jordan River because the 
Jordan River was a type of Calvary. 
Jordan was a muddy stream, and 
Calvary was bloody and ugly, which 
speaks of the price that Christ paid—it 
was beyond our imagination. One 
might say that Calvary is repulsive to 
man’s eyes and repugnant to man’s 
feelings, but one could also say that 
Calvary works. 

If you find yourself in a painful 
situation, try Jesus. What do you have 
to lose? Even Naaman’s servant told 
him to try it, for he had nothing to 
lose. Likewise, you have nothing to lose 
except your sin, shame, degradation, 
spiritual disease, and so on. Once 
Naaman dipped seven times, of which 
“seven” is the Number of God and 
stands for perfection, he came out of 
those waters healed. Calvary works and 
is the only thing that does work. Man 
may not work too well, but the cross of 
Christ works!
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Our children are dying! This is the cry of the parents, 
elders, and leaders of the Native American and First Nations 
People of the United States and Canada. 

The suicide rate among First Nations people is three times 
the national average for ages 15-24, and exceeds that in many 
areas, such as Alaska, where it soars to 12 times the national 
average. For ages 10-14, the rate is an alarming four times that 
of the general population. The Native American youth are killing 
themselves in record numbers. Filled with despair, confusion and 
hopelessness, they see suicide as the only answer to the hurt inside 
of them. These feelings are brought on by all of the introduced 
behaviors, physical abuse, mental abuse, sexual abuse, etc. In 
addition, extreme poverty, alcoholism, and drug addictions lead 
to a life of loneliness and a feeling of absolutely no self-worth. 
A generation that feels so unloved, misplaced, and rejected by 
society is searching desperately for an answer to the pain in their 
inner being.

“Where is the church?” That is the cry ringing out from the 
ministries that are passionately attempting to reach this generation 
and this population with the gospel of Jesus Christ. America, we 

are part of the world; and it is time that the church starts turning 
some of her attention and resources toward our own homeland. 
The First Americans are in desperate need of the truth and the 
hope that a relationship with Christ will bring. It is time for the 
church to arise, with the fire of the Holy Spirit and sacrificially lay 
ourselves over a forgotten people like Paul did over the deceased 
boy in Acts 20. It is time that the resurrection power of Christ is 
manifested in a group of people that hold the key to America’s 
spiritual future. Numerous prophetic words have been spoken 

that if America is to see a 
true end-time revival, it 
will come through those 
who possess the authority 
over the land. Billy 
Graham called the Native 
Americans the “sleeping 
giant.” It is time for the 
giant to awake!

As an ambassador for Christ, Indian Ministries of North 
America, Inc., is reaching into the hearts of the Native youth 
across America. For the last few years, our goal and vision have 
become focused on igniting a fire into a generation of bold 
warriors. We have made a commitment to teach, train, and release 
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covenant warriors into the footprints of Christ. Therefore, a group 
of young leaders, who are passionate about their relationship with 
Christ, are rising up and storming the gates of Hell to rescue their 
families and peers.

Many of these new 
leaders have experienced 
the spirit of suicide first 
hand. They have had 
family members and 
close friends fall prey to 
this demonic beast that 
is prowling the earth. 
Evident through their 

personal testimonies, most have had to confront this spiritual 
attack in their own lives. As testified to by a young Navajo teen, 
“My home life was always a continual argument, no one got along 
with each other and the split was coming. I began to cut, to show 
my parents the pain they were causing me and it became easier each 
time. The demonic oppression became so heavy that I couldn’t take 
it anymore! I tied a rope around my neck and over the closet rod. 
I jumped from a chair, and as I was gasping for my last breath, 
something cut the cord. I lay face down, passed out on the floor for 
some time, but when I awoke, there was an overwhelming presence 
of God in my room. He spoke to me and said, ‘you cannot end it this 
way. I have a purpose for your life!’ God cut the cord!”

In contrast, I stood at the 
casket of a 12-year-old Lakota 
boy on the Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation in South Dakota. He 
had been enjoying the fellowship 
of Christian youth at a day camp. 
However, he didn’t have the 
strength to combat the devouring 
attack of the enemy that was 
waiting to ambush him at home. 
His grandmother found him with 
a rope around his neck. God gave 
us favor as this traditional family 
asked our Christian youth to sing 
at the wake. With tears streaming down their faces, the Navajo 
youth stood beside his casket and sang about the love, joy, and 

Johnny K. Hughes is the Executive 
Director of Indian Ministries of North 
America, Inc.

Where is the church?

hope that come through 
Christ. It is impossible 
to know what walls were 
chipped away as Lakota 
families were open to 
see the love of Christ 
in the caring faces of 
the Navajo teens. There 
were four other teen 
suicides this same week and another seven after we left the Pine 
Ridge area. We are receiving calls about the increase in suicides in 
other reservations as Satan tries to destroy a chosen generation.

Areas of the Native 
American land have the 
highest poverty rate in our 
nation, and life expectancy 
is many times lower than 
anywhere in the western 
hemisphere except for 
Haiti…..hope must arise. 
These are the stories that are 

a part of everyday life for Native American youth. Some are joyful 
interventions of the resurrection power of the Holy Spirit, and some 
are full of desperation questions for lost loved ones.

What will the next story be?  Where will it come from?  What 
Native American youth will hear the Word and realize the hope that 
comes from a redeemed life?  It is time to arise and stir the “sleeping 
giant.”  It is time to put this spirit of suicide under our feet!

We need the church 
now! Arise and join together 
with the Indian Ministries 
of North America (IMNA) 
and our team to storm the 
gates of Hell and take these 
youth from the mouth of 
the devourer. We are asking 
churches and individuals to 
stand with us, helping us to facilitate a move of the Holy Spirit 
into some of the most desperate areas and give them hope. We 
are honored to partner with the Community Family Church in 
bringing the Kingdom to a forgotten people. 
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 “And his brother’s name was Jubal: he was the 
father of all such as handle the harp and organ. And 

Zillah, she also bare Tubalcain, an instructor of 
every artificer in brass and iron.” (Genesis 4:21–22)

Over my many years of traveling and speaking on the Bible, I’ve 
realized that even many Christians (mostly unwittingly) have adopted 
an evolutionary view of man’s intelligence and achievements over the 
millennia.

Because of the technologically advanced world we live in, with smart 
phones that connect to the world in astounding ways, jet planes, and 
spacecraft that land on Mars, we often think we are so much more 
intelligent today than our ancestors who lived thousands of years ago. 
Most of us tend to think that people of past societies were somewhat 
“primitive.”

We read that in the decades and centuries after the first two humans 
(Adam and Eve) were created by God, people invented and played 
musical instruments. And from the verse above, we know that there were 
talented people who worked with brass and iron prior to the Flood.

Now, Genesis 4 doesn’t give us many details, but this section of the 
Bible tells us that these people had a high degree of sophistication in a 
certain technology. I know I don’t have anywhere near that ability myself!

The fantastic technology we enjoy today is the result of an accumulation 
of knowledge gained over the past few hundred years. Think how 
far technology has advanced in just 200 years! The beginnings of the 
technologies to build automobiles go back to the late 17th and early 
18th centuries, and airplanes were invented just over 100 years ago.

Ken Ham directs the Creation Museum 
in northern Kentucky (west of the Greater 
Cincinnati Airport).

I often try to imagine what many people must have invented by 
the time of Noah, about 4,400 years ago (about 1,600 years after the 
Creation). Who knows what remarkable things were created by geniuses 
when Noah was building the great Ark? Those are questions we are 
dealing with as we design our Ark Encounter outreach in northern 
Kentucky.

After the global Flood, there would have been a catastrophic loss 
of technology. And we don’t know what kinds of technological items, 
tools, and machines were brought on board the Ark by Noah. But after 
the Flood, and as people increased in numbers on the earth, no doubt 
technology once again exploded.

AiG’s board chairman, Pastor Don Landis, together with a team of 
researchers, has carefully collected some intriguing information—
from all around the world—that reveals how ancient people, going 
back thousands of years, were highly skilled and inventive. They have 
published their findings in a fascinating new book entitled The Genius 
of Ancient Man.

From an evolutionary perspective, most people today believe that 
ancient man originally communicated with grunts, eventually developed 
language, and then over time went from making “primitive” items 
(e.g., stone tools) to working with bronze and iron. But this is a false 
evolutionary view of human history. 

Instead, the evidence confirms what we would expect based upon 
reading God’s Word about the world: humans have been highly 
intelligent from the beginning and could quickly gain knowledge to 
create sophisticated technology. 

Certainly there have been times when wars, catastrophes, or maybe 
even God’s judgment on wicked rebellion have hindered knowledge and 
inventiveness. Some accumulated knowledge would have been lost. But 
afterward, humans would begin to accumulate information that allowed 
them to be inventive once again and develop new technologies.

Not only is it fascinating to learn of man’s incredible achievements 
of the past (think of the remarkable Egyptian pyramids), but there is 

also something more important 
to learn—the vital message 
concerning man’s continual 
rebellion against his Creator. 
As we see nations remain on 
the path of wicked rebellion 
against the One who created 
all things and who owns us, we 
should be reminded that God 
has provided a way of salvation 
from our sin and a rescue from 
eternal separation from God. 

The Creation Museum has an 
exhibit on the Ark of Noah and the 
technological ability of Noah’s day.   



ChurCh groWth

The Kentucky Voice • January - march 2013 • www.cfcky.com 15

God has blessed Community with a campus of 113 acres of prime real-estate just minutes away from downtown Cincinnati, 
the Creation Museum, and the Greater Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky airport.  Independence is one of the fastest growing 
cities in the state of Kentucky, and CFC needs to be equipped to reap a mighty harvest for the glory of God.  CFC’s next 
building project is the new Children’s Center or Phase 1 of our future building plans.  This state-of-the-art, multi-story 
structure will feature multiple spacious classrooms, a large children’s auditorium, check-in and tracking systems, and much 
more.  As a partner or member of Community, think about how these facilities will change your life and the lives of your 
children, your grandchildren, and generations to come.

Will you join us in prayer about your part in helping make this vision come to pass?  Pastor Bates has established The 
Nehemiah Wall project which will help facilitate the construction of the new Children’s Center and sanctuary.  Community 
will build a wall identifying the names of everyone who participated in The Nehemiah Wall project.  Here’s how it works:  

To make a donation to The Nehemiah Wall project, mail your contribution (marked NW or Wall) to Community Family 
Church/CFC, 11875 Taylor Mill Road, Independence, KY 41051.  To make a credit card donation, you can visit www.
tommybates.com or call the church office at 859-356-8851.  Your donation of any size will make a difference in the Kingdom 
of God.  

Number of Family Names
1 Family Name
2 Family Names
5 Family Names

10 Family Names
25 Family Names
50 Family Names

$5,000
$2,500
$1,000
$500
$200
$100

$5,000
$5,000
$5,000
$5,000
$5,000
$5,000

Total
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East Africa is home to some of the world’s most spectacular game 
reserves and, surprisingly, one of those reserves borders Nairobi, the 
capitol city of Kenya. Nairobi National Park is home to great herds of 
antelopes, water buffaloes, zebra, and wildebeest. Big cats like cheetahs, 
leopards, and lions follow these herds. There are also massive black 
rhinos, ostriches, warthogs, and my favorite, the Masai giraffes. 

 
Our small compound was directly across the road from the park 

entrance, and we soon discovered the advantage of living so close to the 
game park. We never had to visit the park because the animals came to 
visit us. Baboons and monkeys regularly raided our sweet corn patch, 
and mother warthogs with their little piglets made their home in the 
roadside brush. The larger animals stayed in the park “most of the time.”

 
Even though Kenyan homes rarely have screens, doors and windows 

are usually open to catch a breeze; but sometimes an uninvited guest 
would drop in for a visit. A woman in a neighborhood close to our 
compound walked into her living room and discovered a leopard 
sleeping behind her sofa. That incident gave new meaning to the phrase 
“cat-napping!”

Monkeys, warthogs, and baboons were annoying or amusing, but 
in the darkness of the African night it was the lion’s roar that sent a 
quiver down my spine. His reverberating roar could echo across miles of 
savannah before entering the sanctity of our home. His roar proclaimed 
that the lion is the undisputed king of beasts. 

The real danger on the night-time savannah is not found in the roar 
of the great lion. In moonless darkness, his lionesses stalk an antelope 
or water buffalo, separating it from the herd. They work together with 

military precision to bring down their target, making the kill. Then 
all the lions in the pride gather around the prey and begin ripping 
and tearing the flesh with their great canine teeth, feasting until they 
are gorged. When the flesh has been devoured, even the bones are 
consumed. The lions will crack the bones to get the flavorful and 
nutritious marrow in the center. The violent cracking noises that the 
lions make to get at that marrow fill the darkness with terror.   

This scene replays in my mind when I study Hebrews 4:12. The 
author describes the Word of God as “...quick, and powerful, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder 
of soul and spirit, and to the joints and marrow...” God’s Word compares 
the process of dividing man’s soul from his spirit to the cracking of bones 
to get at the marrow. The image is violent and brutal, but absolutely 
essential if His children are to be formed in the image of His Son.

 
God knows that man’s soul (his mind, will, and emotions) will 

destroy what the spirit builds. When the spirit goes forth, the soul goes 
also; they are inseparable. The soul must be broken before the spirit can 
be effective for God. The Bible’s sharp and powerful teeth separate a 
proud soul from a humble and contrite spirit. It convicts an unbelieving 
soul from a believing spirit. It separates a rebellious soul from an 
obedient spirit. The Living Word of God will press on until the old man 
is utterly destroyed and the new man is made alive. Theologians call this 
process sanctification.

It is the spirit of man that receives the revealed will of God, and once it 
does, the soul is to be the doer of that will. The spirit wants what is of God, 
while the soul wants what is of self.  We receive the life of God when we 
are born-again, but we still have the life of self. By position, the spirit has 
dominion over the soul; but on a day-to-day basis, that is hard to manage. 

 
Jesus said in Matthew 16:24, “If any man will come after me, let him 

deny himself.” The denial of self Jesus taught us was to deny the soul 
the right to live independently of God. We must deny our soul to be 
the controlling factor in any area. With reason and logic, our soul will 
challenge the Word of God. 

 
This is what Abraham did with Hagar. His soul reasoned that he had 

waited long enough for God to fulfill His promise, and it was time to 
make his own plan. Maybe he thought God forgot or that he had sinned. 
You know the result. Ishmael, the son of flesh, was conceived.

 
God’s loving purpose in dividing soul from spirit with the mighty 

jaws of His Word is so we will be changed into the image of Christ. “...
we know that when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall 
see Him as He is. And every man that has this hope in Him purifies 
Himself, even as He is pure (1 John 3:2, 3).

Charles and Barbara Neal are 
missionary teachers and members 

of CFC.
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Often in church we hear the 
saying, “Your praise is a weapon.” 
As a teenager, I always wondered 
what that meant. I never really 
understood the expression until I 
went through a tough battle. 

All of us have experienced some 
type of trial that has shaken our 
faith. Sometimes it gets so dark 
and lonely that we may begin to 
doubt if God is really by our side. 
We may even question scriptures 
that we once quoted to people 
when they struggled. “He said He 
would never leave me nor forsake 
me.” Well, where is He now? We 
may experience times when we 
can’t raise our praise unto the Lord 
as in the past. We may get so tired 
of fighting that we begin to give 
up. The enemy may have pushed 
his hand on us for such a long time 
that we become weary. It’s then 
that we must think about what 
God has already done. 

Jeremiah went through deep 
struggles when he wrote the book 
of Lamentations. For two and a 
half chapters, Jeremiah lamented 
over the nation of Israel. Then 
his attitude towards the situation 
changed. He turned completely 
from feeling sorry for himself to 

realizing God was able to move. 
Lamentations 3:21 (KJV) says: 
“This I recall to my mind, therefore 
have I hope.” He remembered 
what God had done in the past. 
He remembered when God 
delivered Israel from Pharaoh and 
his army, parting the red sea for 
their escape. He remembered when 
God used Samson, despite his loss 
of concentration, to kill thousands 
of Philistines when he pushed the 
pillars apart to bring the place to 
a great victory for Israel. Jeremiah 
must have remembered story after 
story as the spirit of God began to 
encourage him, reminding Him 
that it was not over. 

When we recall what God has 
brought us through, we have hope 
for the future. Over the years, I 
have heard story after story about 
the incredible things the Lord has 
done in the lives of the saints—
miraculous healings, financial 
breakthroughs, and so many 
more things! When I am feeling 
discouraged, I remind myself that 
the same God that did all those 
things for others is the same God 
that I serve—He has never lost His 
power. He still works, heals, and 
delivers! He is unchanging! 

We must recall what God has 
already done so that we can have 
hope for our future. When life 
sometimes seems impossible and 
you feel that there will never be a 
breakthrough, let me encourage 
you today that our God still sits 
on the throne! Instead of being 
depressed and walking around 
defeated, we need to hold our 
heads high, knowing that we have 
the victory through Jesus Christ! 
Just as Jeremiah experienced 
hope and comfort from the past, 
you can be encouraged today! 
No matter what you are going 
through, our God is faithful. He 
will never leave you or ever forsake 
you. When the enemy brings fear 
and doubt your way, just recall. 
Call back those memories of what 
God has done in your life. 

Andrew is a student  at 
Liberty University and 
volunteers his time in 
the music department at 
CFC.

This I recall to my mind, 
therefore have I hope.“ ”
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On December 20, 2011 the Lord spoke to 
me very clearly. He said, “How long will you 
rob me? I placed gifts and talents in you but you 
continue to rob me of glory and praise because 
you will not use these gifts and talents for me.”

With a sincere heart, I repented and told 
God that I would use the gifts and talents He 
had given me to the best of my ability. Because 
I felt that others needed to hear about my life-
changing experience with God, I shared this 
word with my entire family. God wants us to 
stop robbing Him.

God has given every person gifts and 
talents for one purpose—to be used for Him. 
According to Webster’s Dictionary, a gift is “a 
notable capacity or endowment” and a talent is 
“general intelligence or mental power; a special, 
often athletic, creative, or artistic, aptitude.” 
When we use our gifts and talents for Him 
and someone receives salvation, is “blessed,” or 
begins to praise the Lord, God is paid “interest” 
for investing in us. When we don’t use our gifts 
and talents for Him, we are robbing Him.

God reminded me of the parable of the 
talents in Matthew 25:14-30. In this passage, 
the talents were the money of that day. A well-
to-do businessman was planning a journey. He 
commissioned three of his servants to take care of 
his business while he was away. To one servant, he 
gave five talents; to another servant, two talents; 
and to another servant, one talent. He gave each 
servant the number of talents that he knew each 
had the ability to manage (Matthew 25:15). 
(God never gives any one of us more than we 
can handle. He knows us better than we know 
ourselves.) Before this businessman left on his 
journey, he explicitly told his servants to take care 
of the business until he returned.

After a time, the businessman returned 
and called his three servants for a report of 
their accomplishments during his absence. The 
servant who had received five talents reported 
that with the first five talents, he had earned five 
more talents, totaling ten talents to share with 
the businessman. The servant who had received 
two talents reported he had earned two talents 
more to give the businessman, totaling four 
talents. The servant who had received one talent 
offered an excuse that he was afraid because he 
knew his “boss” was a hard man to please and 
that he had taken his one talent, buried 
it, and now returned it. In this 
parable the businessman became 
very angry with the servant who 
returned the one talent with no 
interest. Because the businessman 

had shared the talents with his three servants 
based on his knowledge of their abilities, he 
knew he had been robbed of “interest.” 

In January 2012 during a Sunday service 
at Community Family Church, the praise and 
worship time was outstanding. As this part of 
the service was coming to a close, Sister Brenda 
Taylor (Pastor Bates’ sister) rose to her feet and 
began to sing an old song. As Sister Brenda 
stepped out in faith and used her talents in 
obedience to God, the Holy Ghost began 
to move in an even greater way and people 
worshipped the Lord. As wave after wave of the 
Spirit of the Lord swept across the sanctuary, a 
man came forward and gave his life to the Lord. 
Just think of the “interest” God received with 
this man’s salvation! I challenge you to also think 
about the fact that with her obedience, Sister 
Brenda did not rob God during that service.

God desires each of us to use the gifts and 
talents that He willingly and strategically placed 
in us for such a time as this—just as Sister 
Brenda did—that He may receive “interest” 
from His investment. God receives glory and 
honor when someone responds to His servants 
who are using their gifts and talents for Him. If 
we are not using our gifts and talents for Him, 
we are robbing God.

If you are thinking that you don’t have 
any gifts or talents, Satan has convinced you 
to believe a lie. Your gifts and talents may not 
be of the “pulpit” variety (that is, preaching, 
teaching, or singing), but God has given you 
something. Every gift and talent has value in the 
Kingdom of God. And God desires that each 
of us would use our gifts to reach the lost and 
hurting world and to make a difference for His 
glory. 1 Corinthians 12: 27-28 says “Now ye are 
the body of Christ, and members in particular. 
And God hath set some in the church, first 
apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, 
after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, 
governments, diversities of tongues.” 

Don’t look for the “limelight” pulpit gifts 
and talents. Instead, I encourage you to discover 
your unique gifts and talents that God has 
divinely blessed you with and then to use them 
for His glory as He directs. I challenge you to 
stop robbing God!

Brad and Nina Wells are 
members of Community 
Family Church. Brad serves as 
a minister, an elder, a deacon, 
and a teacher at CFC.
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Many Christians question that God works miracles in present day 
life. They believe that God worked miracles in the Old Testament—He 
created this world in seven days, He created man from the dust of the 
earth and Eve from one of Adam’s ribs, He parted the waters of the Red 
Sea, and David supernaturally slew the Giant. 

We believe the miracles of Jesus (God manifested in the flesh) 
performed in the scriptures of the New Testament. Many miracles were 
wrought, such as, the water turned into wine, the feeding of the five 
thousand with 5 loaves and two fish, saving the lost, healing the sick, 
casting out devils, setting the captive free, and even raising the dead. 

Many Christians feel that when Jesus returned to sit at the Father’s 
right hand, the days of miracles were over. Some believe that only the 
early church was empowered to carry on His work. Nowhere does my 
Bible confirm that doctrine. Instead, my Bible teaches me in Mark 
16:17-18: “And these signs shall follow them that believe. . . They shall. 
. . lay hands on the sick and they shall recover.” Verse 17 describes who 
will do these works, “. . .them that believe.” If you are a believer, this 
means you. We are not excluded from receiving or working of miracles 
in this present day.

This is the 45th anniversary of my creative miracle. Many people 
cannot fathom this supernatural event. My left eye was destroyed in a 
farm accident, leaving nothing but matter in the cavity socket of the eye, 
no tear duct, and crushed bone around the eye socket. And a portion 
of both eye lids was destroyed. At the hospital, the specialist informed 
me that because my eye was totally destroyed, he would prepare me for 
a glass eye. I responded, “No, God will give me a new eye.” The doctor 
said, “You must accept the fact that your eye is gone!” My reply was, 
“The God that created this body will give me a new eye.” Due to my 
persistence that God would give me a new eye, the doctor determined 
I was in shock and absolute denial. He decided to clean and stitch the 
wound and complete the procedure for a glass eye the next morning. 

Sometime in the middle of the night, faith reached the throne of 
God! I received a new eye! The next morning it was the doctor who was 
in shock. He had to admit a higher power had touched me. He asked 
me to return six weeks later for plastic surgery. The touch of the Master’s 
hand continued to work during those six weeks. Again to the doctor’s 

amazement, there was no need for surgery. God completed the work he 
had begun. Forty-five years later I am enjoying 20/20 vision in both eyes. 
Praise be to His name!           

  
In 2011, my wife and I were invited to hold city-wide crusades in 

Papua New Guinea. Pias, a young man in his late twenties, needed a 
miracle as he had not been able to speak since birth. Pias attended every 
service seeking a closer walk with God. On the last day of the Crusade, 
Pias signaled that he wanted prayer for healing. We united in faith 
believing and he was made whole. He immediately began to worship the 
name of Jesus and sing praises.

 
It doesn’t end there! Pias is continuing to work miracles in our 

presence. Community Family Church has a weekly Tuesday morning 
Bible study and prayer service. A few weeks ago, a sister of our church 
felt led to attend our service to receive prayer for healing of a large cyst 
on her wrist. We united in faith believing, anointed her with oil, and the 
cyst dissolved before our eyes. Recently, another lady came for prayer 
at an evening service. She had a mass on her throat that the doctors 
believed to be cancer. We anointed her with oil and united in faith 
believing that this mass would be dissolved. When she arrived for surgery 
a few days later, to the doctor’s amazement, the mass was gone. Praise the 
Lord!

 
God is not done yet! In these last days, He will pour out His Spirit on 

all flesh. I believe He is raising up a people, young and old, who will dare 
to believe His Word, who will recognize the One that lives within them 
and will yield their vessels to Him. It is God’s desire that every believer 
would reach out to the lost and hurting world with the compassion of 
Christ. Jesus went back to the Father that He could send the Holy Spirit 
to abide within us and do the works that He did and even greater. 

Jesus wants us to stand in His stead. Instead of the Holy Spirit 
working through the vessel of Jesus, the Holy Spirit works through 
you and me in Jesus’ name. Jesus Christ has given us, the believers, the 
authority to use His name and His power. He will continue 
to perform mighty miracles!

Paul Roberts is an Associate Pastor at Community Family Church.
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In Matthew 24, Christ presented a detailed list 
of what we call the “signs of the times,” events to 
occur prior to His return to earth. He said those 
living at the time of the end must “endure to the 
end to be saved” (Matthew 24:13). The word endure 
means “to stay under something or to undergo 
something and be able to bear it.” In context, Christ 
was speaking of enduring offenses that would come 
and not allowing your love to wax cold toward 
God and others (Matthew 24:10-13). The New 
Testament Christians endured severe persecution, 
false teachers, and lived in societies where idols were 
the city gods and where death threats against them 
were common. Yet they stood their ground and 
refused to compromise.

In America, we have a generation of Christians 
who have become weak, anemic, and rather toothless 
in their power to chew the meat of God’s word (1 
Corinthians 3:2) and to walk in total commitment 
to Christ. At the first sign of pressure to conform 
to the world, these baby believers turn away from 
their caring heavenly father and begin crawling 
toward groups of party animals bent on corrupting 
their minds. Satan hides in the dark hoping to hang 
a new trophy on his hell wall of fame, a showcase 
filled with the names of once spiritual believers who 
are now dead to God and alive to demons.

This generation quits too easily because they have 
been bred with an attitude of when the going gets 
tough, just get up and walk out. Moms and dads 
have been AWOL and left home, leaving their flesh 
and blood for a better life with a new companion. 
Siblings are unfaithful to each other as each has 
their own agenda and it often does not include their 
own brothers or sisters. The youth often quit school 
because they are failing; they quit jobs because they 
are late to work and find it hard to function without 
drugs or alcohol.

It appears that Isaiah saw this day: “Hast thou not 
known? Hast thou not heard that the everlasting 
God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, 
fainteth not, neither is weary? There is no searching 
of his understanding. He giveth power to the faint; 
and to them that have no might he increaseth 
strength. Even the youths shall faint and be weary, 
and the young men shall utterly fall: but they that 

wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they 
shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, 
and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not 
faint” (Isaiah 40:28-31).

The youth shall faint and fall! The Hebrew word 
here for “youth” is na’ar and can refer to an infant 
to adolescent. In the 1611 version of the Bible, 
the word is translated as a “boy, child, damsel, and 
young man.” The words young men refer to youth of 
a more mature age. In our culture it would be a late 
teen or college-aged individual. Isaiah said they shall 
fall, a Hebrew word called kaw-shal, meaning “to 
stagger and waver”; figuratively to have a weakness 
in the knees. In this prediction, the prophet warns 
that the weariness youth will experience will cause 
them to become weak-kneed and unable to stand as 
they should. 

During my 34 years of ministry, I have never 
witnessed such a large number of youth who are 
depressed, despondent, and carrying a spirit of 
hopelessness. I believe they are giving up and 
quitting on God, the church, the family, and friends 
for three reasons.

The Spirit of Isolation

There are two types of personalities: introverts and 
extroverts. The first is rather quiet and prefers to be 
alone and tends to hold in their feelings, while the 
second is outgoing and enjoys being around people. 
They are the social butterflies. However, a great 
danger is imminent when youth (or adults) pull 
away from loving and caring family and friends and 
begin to isolate themselves. The danger of isolation 
results in more idle time in which the enemy can 
send darts and imaginations into the mind.

Elijah the prophet experienced the spirit of 
isolation on one occasion. He challenged the false 
prophets of Baal to a showdown from Mount 
Carmel. He was outnumbered 850 to 1; however, 
in a 63-word prayer, Elijah called fire from heaven 
down on the sacrifice and directed the slaughter of 
850 false prophets. He then went into intercessory 
prayer and prayed for a 42-month drought to be 
broken. On the seventh prayer, a cloud formed and 
he jumped up and actually outran the horses and 

chariots of King Ahab to the city. Suddenly his 
day of victory was ruined by the death threat of 
Queen Jezebel. She said she would have his head 
in a short time. In fear, Elijah ran 118 miles to 
Mount Horeb, where he sat under a juniper tree 
and requested to die. In 1 Kings 19:14, he said, “I 
have been very jealous for the Lord God of hosts, 
because the Israelites have forsaken Your covenant, 
thrown down Your altars, and slain Your prophets 
with the sword. And I, I only, am left, and they seek 
my life, to destroy it.” (AMP)

Elijah felt isolated and the enemy was playing 
with his mind! One moment he was shouting in 
victory, and the next he was depressed and wanted 
to die! Seven thousand men had not bowed to Baal, 
but these men were living in caves hiding for fear of 
their lives. What if God would have taken Elijah at 
the moment he requested? He would have missed 
a ride in a chariot of fire and could not have been 
one of the two witnesses in the future tribulation 
(Malachi 4:4; Revelation 11:1-6). We were not 
created for isolation but for interaction with 
others. All humans respond to love and to a true 
relationship built upon mutual likes. When we are 
in isolation, our power and authority of agreement 
is broken, since it takes two or three gathering in 
Christ’s name for Him to manifest among them. 
“One can chase a thousand and two can chase ten 
thousand” (Matthew 18:20; Deuteronomy 32:30). It 
was God who said, “It is not good that man should 
be alone” (Genesis 2:18), thus he created Eve. 
Moses by himself could not carry the burden of 
the people and God transferred the burden of the 
people to seventy elders (Numbers 11:17). When 
Jesus was alone in the wilderness of Judea, the Devil 
came and tempted Christ during his forty days of 
isolation (Luke 4:2).

Solomon wrote: “Two are better than one; 
because they have a good reward for their labor. For 
if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but woe 
to him that is alone when he falls; for he hath not 
another to help him up. Again, if two lie together, 
then they have heat: but how can one be warm 
alone? And if one prevail against him, two shall 
withstand him; and a threefold cord is not quickly 
broken.”
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The Spirit of Shame

The second attack of the enemy that causes 
people to give up and quit on God and church is 
the spirit of shame. The word shame means “to be 
dishonored, disgraced and reproached by others.” 
Psalms 55:12-14 says, “For it was not an enemy that 
reproached me; then I could have borne it: neither 
was it he that hated me that did magnify himself 
against me; then I would have hid myself from him: 
but it was thou, a man mine equal, my guide, and 
mine acquaintance. We took sweet counsel together, 
and walked unto the house of God in company.”

The late great Lester Sumrall once said, “Sin will 
make a fool out of you!” All sin produces some form 
of fruit. The fruit of sin in the life of a believer is 
shame. David experienced shame when his sin of 
adultery with another man’s wife was exposed in the 
eyes of the kingdom. Sampson broke his Nazarite 
vow, costing him the anointing and his eyesight. 
God’s champion was brought into the Philistine 
grinding house, where he was shamed daily by the 
mocking voices of his enemies.

Imagine being the woman in the New Testament 
caught in the act of adultery – meaning she was 
pulled from the bed and later thrown at the feet 
of Jesus. The shame caused by the guilt and the 
exposure was no doubt unbearable. Peter boasted 
he would never deny the Lord, and later not only 
denied he knew Him but also cursed Him in the 
process of his denial. Even the young minister John 
Mark was a failure in the eyes of Paul, who sent him 
home during a missions journey, causing Barnabas 
and him to go their separate ways.

With all the guilt, shame, and feelings of failure, 
God still knows how to solve the shame game! 
When David repented, Bathsheba later birthed 
a son who God chose to replace David as king! 
Sampson cried out for God to remember him, and 
he was infused with mighty power to bring down 
the Philistine temple, slaying more enemies in 
his death than in his life. The guilty and shamed 
adulterous woman was forgiven by Christ and went 
away to never repeat the sin again. Christ restored 
Peter in a fish cookout at the Sea of Galilee; and 
on the Day of Pentecost, Peter became the voice of 
the church whose message led 3,000 Jews to enter 
the redemptive covenant of the Messiah! John Mark 
was sent home. However, at the conclusion of Paul’s 
life and ministry, he asked that John Mark be sent 
to him as he was “profitable for ministry.”

In each example, the Lord handled the guilt and 
shame and would not allow the shame or disgrace 
of failure to rule the heart or mind of the guilty one. 
Guilt is relieved by confession of sin, and repentance 

opens the door for God to erase the sense of shame 
caused by spiritual or moral failures. I love Isaiah 
54:4: “Fear not, for you shall not be ashamed; 
neither be confounded and depressed, for you 
shall not be put to shame. For you shall forget the 
shame of your youth, and you shall not [seriously] 
remember the reproach of your widowhood and 
more.”

The thought continues in Isaiah 61:7: “Instead 
of your shame you shall have double honor, and 
instead of confusion they shall rejoice in their 
portion. Therefore in their land they shall possess 
double; everlasting joy shall be theirs.”

The Apostle Paul was religious but spiritually 
lost. He was a law-abiding Pharisee who was filled 
with hate toward the new sect, followers of the man 
from Nazareth. Paul even consented to the death of 
Stephen, had believers arrested, and caused some to 
blaspheme under the threat of death. However, Paul 
understood the need to forget those things that were 
behind and reach for those things that are before 
and press toward the mark of the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus (Philippians 3:13-14). 
If you do not allow the Holy Spirit to release you 
from shame, this emotional and spiritual burden 
could cause you to give up and quit!

The Spirit of Disappointment

The primary word in disappointment is the 
word “appointment.” An appointment is an 
arrangement to meet with someone at a set time. A 
disappointment is an interruption in your plans, the 
people you trust, or in the confidence and trust you 
have placed in someone. We have all experienced a 
crushing of our expectations. We plan and imagine 
what it would be like, but then things go sour. 
When I was a child, I remember my family often 
planned a Florida vacation. I imagined the sun, the 
beach, and the sand. Several times we planned the 
vacation, only to find storms where the sun didn’t 
shine, the waves were too big to swim in, and the 
wind was blowing sand in your eyes. That was a big 
disappointment for a child!

As we grow older, we forget that expectation is 
the breeding ground for miracles and answered 
prayer. Because of many disappointments in life, 
we start to minimize our expectations to guard 
against disappointments. If we expect nothing 
and get something, we are encouraged. If we 
expect much and get little, we are disappointed. 
In life, disappointments are a huge part of living 
on a planet where things change. At times, even 
ministers, churches, Christians, and others we love 
betray a trust and we become disappointed.

Years ago, I realized the power of disappointment 
when a noted television minister who preached 

strongly against sin was caught in his own private 
turmoil and pit of despair. I remember hearing 
unchurched and unsaved men commenting, “If 
he can’t make it, then I can’t make it, so I am not 
going to even try to be a Christian.” These men were 
faithful viewers of the minister; and when he fell, 
the disappointment was so great that they allowed 
it to defeat them.

Years ago someone came into my wife Pam’s life 
and eventually became a close friend and seemed to 
be one of those people who would be with you for 
a lifetime. Even little Jonathan was thrilled to be 
with this person who often babysat the little fellow 
when Pam and I would go on a date. Within one 
year, we were very disappointed and Pam’s heart was 
hurt by her friend’s attitude and how she turned 
on both of us. Perhaps her motive was not pure or 
she just saw the “human side” of our family versus 
the ministry side. However, disappointments will 
always come in life, but we must not stop trusting 
God, attending church, and loving people just 
because we have been burned by a few folks during 
our journey to eternity. If you run away every time 
you are disappointed, then you will be running the 
rest of your life. You must never allow isolation, 
shame, and disappointment to cause you to give up. 
Take out the “give up” option and remain strong!

 Wait Upon the Lord

After revealing that through weariness and 
fainting, the youth would fall, the prophet Isaiah 
gave a solution to the struggle when he wrote, “They 
that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings as eagles, they 
shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not 
faint.” The Western idea of waiting is to sit down 
and twiddle your thumbs until the person or thing 
you are waiting on is made visible or arrives. This 
Hebrew word for “wait” is kaw-vah and figuratively 
means “to weave threads into a garment.” Waiting 
is not sitting still. Instead, it is weaving your 
prayer, your words, and God’s promises into the 
expectation of His ability to give you strength to 
run and walk. Just as the eagle must renew itself 
during certain seasons, you must renew your mind 
to prevent isolation from cementing you in a room 
of despair. If your strength depends on the joy of 
the Lord (Nehemiah 8:10), then pray for a renewal 
of the joy of the Lord, and take out the “give up” 
option!

Perry Stone, an international 
evangelist and author, directs 
Voice of Evangelism, one 
of America’s fastest growing 
ministries in Cleveland, TN. 
For more information, visit 
www.voe.org.
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