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TCT (DirecTV 377 & Sky Angel 133)
CTN (DirectTV 376 & Dish 267 & Sky Angel 136)
The Church Channel
(DirectTV 371 & Dish 264 & TBN Digital Outlets)

Jasper • WACN-TV 16    
Talladega • WOIL-TV 47

Greensboro/High Point/Winston Salem
Lumberton, NC WLPS-TV 7
Raleigh/Durham/Fayetteville • WRAY-TV 42

Cleveland/Akron/Canton/Kent • WRLM-TV 47
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky • WXIX-TV 19

              Chattanooga • WDEF-TV 12
Dyersburg/Memphis/Tri-Cities • WLFG-TV 49
Knoxville • WEZK-TV 28 
Sevierville/Smokey Mountains • WJZC-TV 22

Abingdon/Grundy • WLFG-TV 49 

Bluefield/Beckley/Oak Hill • WLFB-TV 40

Toronto • WNYP
Windsor • WDWO

Harlan, KY • WFSR 970 AM

CTN • www.ctnonline.com   
CTN • www.whbr.org    
CTN • www.wrxytv.com   
CWEBTV • www.cwebtv.net   
Living Faith • www.livingfaithtv.com  
trueGODtv • www.truegod.tv  
TCT • www.tct.tv    
Watchmen • www.watchmenbroadcasting.org

Ft. Meyers/Naples • WRXY-49/dTV 34  
Pensacola/Mobile(AL) • WHBR-TV/dTV 34  
Tampa/St. Pete/Sarasota • WCLF-TV 22/dTV 21

Augusta • WBPI-TV 49

Decatur • WLCF (various channels-see local listings)

Harrisburg • WTCT

Fort Wayne • WINM-TV 63

Beattyville • WLJC-TV    
Harlan/Somerset/Lexington • WAGV-TV 44
Louisville • WBNA-TV 21   
Paducah/Cape Girardeau (MO) • CTCT-TV 27

Northeast (LA)/Southern (AR) • KMCT-TV 39

Bay City/Flint/Saginaw • WAQP-TV 49  
Detroit • WDWO-TV 18    
Grand Rapids/Kalamazoo/Muskegon • WTLJ-TV 54

Tupelo/Columbus • WEPH

Buffalo • WNYB-TV 26

Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Tuesday, 7 p.m. EST
Friday, 9 p.m. EST

Sunday, 9:30 a.m. CST & Wed., 8:30 a.m. CST
Sunday, 9:30 a.m. CST & Thurs., 11 a.m. CST
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Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
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Thursday, 10 p.m. EST
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Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST 
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Sunday, 8:30-9:30 a.m. EST

Friday, 11:30 a.m. EST
Sunday, 9 a.m. CST
Thursday, 6:30 p.m. EST
24/7 Archived Programs
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST
24/7 Archived Programs
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, 8:30 a.m. EST

Thursday, 6:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, 9 a.m. CST
Friday, 11:30 a.m. EST

Sunday, 8:30 a.m. EST

Tuesday, 6 p.m. CST
Sunday, 9:30 p.m. CST

Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST

Sunday, 8 a.m. EST
Thursday, 10 p.m. EST
Sunday, 10 a.m. EST
Sunday, 9:30 p.m. CST

Tues., 10:30 a.m. CST & Thurs., 5:30 p.m. CST

Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST

Tuesday, 6 p.m. CST

Sunday, 10:30 p.m. EST

If you can’t receive Pastor Bates’  TV program on your TV, log on to the following websites 
and watch online:

Over 700 years before the birth of Christ, the 
Spirit of God moved upon the prophet Joel, a man 
from Judah whose name means God is God. His 
passionate cries sounded out the voice of God in the 
streets of Jerusalem where he lived, “Blow a trumpet 
in Zion… blow a trumpet in Zion… blow a trumpet 
in Zion… sound an alarm.” Oh what a unique 
calling to document the infallible Word of God for 
the salvation of the human race. His message foretold 
that before that great and notable day when Messiah 
would come and reign out of Jerusalem, catastrophic 
signs would occur in nature—unexplainable solar 
activity, ecliptic signs in the moon causing it to be 
as red as blood, erupting volcanoes, earthquakes, 
tsunamis, vicious winds, and fierce weather patterns. 
Before God’s final judgment upon planet earth, God 
will pour out His Spirit upon all flesh! 

Nearly 2,000 years ago on the day of Pentecost, 
the Apostle Peter boldly declared the beginning of 
that outpouring on a group of 120 believers. The 
prophet Joel said before the final judgment of 
God upon the earth, there would be a complete 
outpouring of the Spirit of God on all flesh. 

This is where we are right now—it’s harvest time! 
A day when whosoever will call upon the name of 
the Lord shall be saved. It is certainly not the will of 
the Father God Almighty that any should perish, but 
that all men, nations, kindred, and tongue should 
repent and call upon the name of Jesus! 

Jesus said during this final hour upon planet earth, 
this Gospel of the Kingdom must be preached in all 
the world before God’s mercy door is shut. He also 
said this final hour would be like the days of Lot, 
who lived in that wicked city of Sodom. Before the 
fire of judgment fell in Sodom and Gomorrah, God 
sent angels to rescue those who would be saved. In 
these last days, God is pouring out His Spirit, and I 
believe there has been a release of an angelic host of 
multiplied millions of angels to bring in the harvest. 
Jesus said the angels are the reapers. 

Recently CFC had a special women’s meeting 
where hundreds of ladies gathered to experience this 
outpouring of the Spirit. Some photographs taken 
during the service portrayed a strange phenomenon—
bright lights and even hundreds of little circles of light 
with facial images in the tiny circles! I don’t base my 
beliefs on unexplainable evidence; what I believe is 
Bible-based, and these occurrences are going to appear 
more frequently as a confirmation to what we already 
believe from the Word of God. Amen, preacher! When 
the most recent tornados hit much of the United 
States, another photo taken of the sky as the tornado 
was leaving—the clouds were formed into two gigantic 
hands reaching out with awesome love. 

There’s never been a day like this day! Stay close 
to God; love one another. Our Jesus is coming soon! 

We love you all,
Pastor Tommy Bates    

South Carolina
Station/Network Date/Time
              Charleston • WLCN-TV 18 Tuesday, 7 p.m. EST NEW!

NEW!



September 6 at 7 p.m. EST • Victory Baptist Church/TL Lowery Meeting • Hickory, NC • 
828-324-4233 • www.tllowery.org

September 7 at 7 p.m.  EST • Harvest Time Church • Mount Holly, NC • 704-822-8033 • 
www.htcmtholly.com

September 9-12 • Community Family Church • Anniversary Revival Services (See back page)

September 15 at 7 p.m. MST & 16 at 4 p.m. MST • Praise Him Ministries • Ridgeway, CO • 
970-626-5243 • www.praisehimministries.org

September 18 at 7 p.m. EST  • House of Prayer • Morehead, KY • 606-784-7023 or 
606-776-6081

September 20 & 21 at 7 p.m. EST • Redemption Road • Danville, KY • 606-365-7682 • 
www.redemptionroad.org

September 24 • Annual CFC Business Meeting

September 25 & 26 at 7 p.m. EST • Princeton Pike Church of God • Hamilton, OH • 
513-867-1995 • www.ppcog.com (Watch online)

September 29 at 6 p.m. EST • Ark of Mercy • Winchester , KY • 606-745-0700 •
www.arkofmercy.org

Dates and times may be subject to change or cancellation. Please contact the location of the event to confirm date and 
time before driving long distance. Pastor Bates’ itinerary is updated on a regular basis at www.tommybates.com.

July 22 at 6 p.m. EST • Happy Gospel Church • Bradenton, FL • 941-756-6942 • 
www.happygospelchurch.com

CommunitY neWs & inFormation CommunitY neWs & inFormation
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JULY - SEPTEMBER 2012

JULY

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

Pastor Bates’ Ministries Dates

August 6-8 • The Crow Indian Nation  • Special Campmeeting Services at the 
campgrounds • Crow Agency, MT
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The body of Christ is at the door of the greatest move of God 
the world has ever seen. If we are going to walk in this miraculous 
power, we need to understand the supernatural realm so we can 
experience signs, wonders, and miracles just like Jesus did and 
even greater. John 14:12 (AMP) declares, “If anyone steadfastly 
believes in Me, he will himself be able to do the things that I do; 
and he will do even greater things than these, because I go to the 
Father.” 

When I ask people about the supernatural, I usually get a look 
like a deer caught in headlights or a look of fear. My questions are 
these: “Do you worship God?” (Yes)  “Can you see Him?” (No) 
Then you are already walking in a measure of the supernatural 
realm. You are worshipping a God you cannot see.

The supernatural is when God intervenes in a situation and 
performs what man cannot do. This is the realm where signs, 
wonders, and miracles exist. Miracles do not exist in our natural 
realm; they exist in the realm of God’s supernatural power. It’s 
putting His super to the natural.

What is the natural realm? It is the dimension that is subject 
to the laws of space and matter and can only be accessed through 
your physical senses. The supernatural operates above natural 
laws. It’s the spirit realm that is invisible and eternal—it can only 
be accessed by faith.

There are two realms of the supernatural. God and Satan. We 
need to be wise as serpents and harmless as doves (Matthew 10:26). 
However, we should not be afraid to enter into God’s realm. It’s 
our right as believers, and it’s where you will get answers to your 
prayers. 

Here is how you can activate God’s realm for miracles:  
1. Praise and worship.
2. Fast and pray.
3. Hunger for more of God and pray! 

Always keep an active prayer life. This is your most powerful 
weapon against the evil side of the supernatural. Stay connected to 
the cross of Jesus and His resurrection power and always remember 
to walk in love.

This great awakening will be so extensive that it will take all 
believers to operate in the realm of signs, wonders, and miracles. 
If Jesus said you could do greater works than He, then why don’t 
you just take a step of faith today and let God do the miraculous 
through you?

You must believe you can do the things God says you can do and 
believe it so strongly you actually start doing them. Decree and 
believe for your family, workplace, neighborhood, and all your 
circle of influences to see the miraculous. 

I don’t know about you, but I have decided I can do what God 
says I can do no matter how I feel. I know God’s Word works. I am 
personally witnessing more miracles and healings than ever. This is 
a new season, so I encourage you to test the Word and watch God 
back up His Word with signs, wonders, and miracles.

If you desire to walk in the supernatural power of God, decree 
and declare this scripture, out loud, every day. Remember         
Ephesians 1:18 (AMP):  “By having the eyes of your (my) heart 
flooded with light, so that you (I) can know and understand 
the hope to which He has called you (me), and how rich is His 
glorious inheritance in the saints.”

Now…go forth…and do the works of Jesus!

Beth is a Bible teacher and conference 
speaker who ministers at retreats, 
women’s gatherings, and church groups.
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I knew it was going to be a beautiful day as 
we pulled into the parking lot of the old Baptist 
church that morning. Although there was a 
slight chill in the air, the sun was shining in 
the blue sky and slowly driving away the cold. 
The parking lot was overflowing with all types 
of vehicles. Hundreds of people were milling 
around and discussing what was about to take 
place. The aroma of coffee and breakfast food 
filled the air and a few folks were loading up 
their plates with pancakes, eggs, and sausage. 
While waiting to speak with one of the church 
attendants, I noticed that the road in front of 
the church was now completely backed up with 
cars, trucks, vans, and busses. Hundreds of 
people were now stuck in traffic and anxious to 
get onto the church property for the big event. 
There was excitement in the air!

So what was the big event that had brought 
so many people out to the church on a beautiful 
Saturday morning? Was this an all-day gospel 
singing with “dinner on the grounds?” Were 
the McKamey’s getting ready to sing God 
on the Mountain while the Singing Cookes 
waited to take their turn? No. These folks had 
come together to assist victims of a devastating 
tornado that just one week prior had destroyed 
countless homes and claimed the lives of several 
people in the area. 

On March 2, 2012, an EF4 level tornado 
struck the rural areas of Crittenden and Piner 
leaving catastrophic destruction in its wake. 
Disbelief and sadness filled the hearts of many 
as television stations showed graphic images 
of the damage. We sat on the edge of our seats 
and listened to the amazing stories told by 
eyewitnesses and survivors of the storm. The day 
after the storm Piner Baptist Church became the 
operations center for relief efforts. Storm victims 
sought refuge there and hundreds of volunteers 
came to assist in any way possible even though 
hazards such as downed power lines made the 
work extremely dangerous. 
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Before there was counseling, therapy, or psychology, there was prayer!

Before there were programs, endless activities, and special events, there     
was prayer!

Before there was market-research and so-called “seeker friendly”     
innovations of church growth, there was prayer!

Before there were robed choirs, talented musicians, and skillful        
pulpiteers, there was prayer!

Before the House of God was characterized by motivational lecturers 
and religious entertainment, it was first known as the House of Prayer. 

At the Temple, Jesus kicked over tables, telling the stunned crowd, “my 
house shall be called a House of Prayer.”

The priority assigned to prayer determines if our churches are truly the 
House of God or a gathering place for some other purpose.

E.M. Bounds said, “Prayer, much prayer, is the price of the anointing. 
Prayer, much prayer, is the sole condition of keeping it. Without this 
unceasing prayer, the anointing never comes. Without perseverance in 
prayer, the anointing, like manna over kept, breeds worms.”

Our nation is plagued with prayerlessness.  People don’t pray because 
they are averse to waiting on God. If the Lord doesn’t move in our time 
frame, we are ready to trust the arm of flesh, forgetting that our Master 
warned us that “the flesh profiteth nothing.”

Churches sign their own death warrant if all they do is organize but fail 
to agonize in prayer. The Church in the Book of Acts depended on prayer 
for their effectiveness. When problems arose, they “went to their own 
company” and prayed fervently.

They left those prayer meetings with a fresh anointing that made them 
an irresistible force. Their prayer meetings shook cell doors off their hinges, 
made city officials tremble, caused town deputies to believe, released 
prisoners of faith, and added a multitude of disciples.

Prayer is more important as we move further into the Endtimes. 
With the upheaval of Nature, a collapsing economy, an emerging global 
government, a degenerating culture, and increasing apostasy, the Lord’s 
instruction to Endtime believers must not be overlooked.  Our Master 
instructed us to “watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be 
accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass…”

Is there no one to connect the prophetic dots of unprecedented planetary 
convulsions with unparalleled economic instability and extraordinary 
political upheaval and say like Habakkuk, “O Lord, revive thy work…in 
wrath remember mercy…?” (Habakkuk 3:2)

Is there no one sufficiently nauseated by dead churchianity to earnestly 
pray, “wilt thou not revive us again?” (Psalm 85:6)

Prayer is not a generational anomaly that worked yesterday but is 
obsolete today. Prayer is not some primitive exercise for previous believers 
until a more educated, intellectual, technologically-advanced generation 
arrived. When our failed agendas are set aside, it will be apparent that a 
rediscovery of prayer is desperately needed in today’s church.

Ask Peter to name the single factor that turned the tide for the infant 
church, and he will tell you that on the Day of Pentecost they were “one 
accord in prayer.”

Ask Charles Finney, Peter Cartwright, George Whitefield, and Billy 
Sunday to describe the practice that shook a young country from its 
debauchery and they will tell you it was prayer.

Ask Charles Parham to explain what brought the Upper Room 
experience to his Bible College and he will tell you it was prayer.

Ask William J. Seymour the reason that Heaven’s fire blazed at his Azusa 
Street Mission and birthed a movement that girdled the globe and he will 
tell you it was prayer. 

Ask Reinhard Bonnke to identify the mighty engine that drives his mega 
crusades and he will tell you before every crusade, thousands engage in 
prevailing prayer. 

Ask Yonggi Cho the reason that his church in Seoul, Korea has a million 
members and he will tell you that more than his gifted preaching, more 
than home cell units, it is their all-night prayer meetings and unceasing 
intercession on a mountain in the DMZ. 

Holy Ghost praying has always been the originating cause of every 
successful venture for the Kingdom of God.

I am convinced that if Heaven doesn’t soon hear “the blended voices of God’’ 
redeemed in prayer, our Nation will soon hear the death rattles of a dying church.

A church that has lost its connection with God is not up to the challenge 
of these Endtimes. So you see, revival is no longer an option…it is a matter 
of survival. Real Heaven-sent revival never comes without continual, intense, 
prevailing prayer.

After my work group arrived at our 
destination, I was completely awestruck and 
overcome with emotion as I surveyed the 
damage. The once beautiful home that belonged 
to the man we were helping had been moved 
off of its foundation and ravaged by the wind. 
His old barns that had stood for many years had 
been utterly destroyed in a matter of seconds.

As I worked in the fields gathering debris 
alongside my wife and a good friend, I suddenly 
looked around and saw several hundred people 
on the far fields to the left and right of me. 
Everyone was picking up debris to be burned in 
piles, and I had the opportunity to speak with 
some of them. Many of the volunteers were 
from local churches while others had simply 
come to do whatever they could do to help. 
There were young people, middle-aged people, 
and old people working together towards a 
common goal of helping those in need. It was 
indeed a sight to behold!

When tragedies like this occur, we often 
wonder why God would allow it. We may 
mistakenly believe that God cares nothing 
about our suffering and question His love. 
Brothers and sisters, make no mistake about 
it, we live in a fallen world of sin and death. 
Indeed, sometimes bad things happen to people 
who seem undeserving of them; however, it is 
important to remember that God allows things 

to happen for His reasons, whether or not 
we agree or understand them. Our Heavenly 
Father is good, full of love and mercy, and 
just. Moreover, because of His great love for 
mankind, He sent our Lord Jesus to this sinful 
world to be rejected of men, spat upon, beaten, 
and crucified on a cross. And it was through this 
sacrifice that a way was made whereby we can 
be saved. 

Now, many have asked, “Where was God 
during this awful time?” God was with my 
wife as she delivered food to people who had 
lost their homes. He was standing next to her 
as she comforted a visibly distressed woman 
with a faraway look in her eyes who had just lost 
everything. God was responsible for all of the 
donations of money and supplies that came in 
from the numerous churches in the area. God 
was smiling when the woman at the donation 
center told everyone that they could not accept 
any more donations of bottled water and food 
because they had no place to store it. God was 
there when a man told some workers from our 
church that while he may have lost everything to 
the storm, he still had Jesus. Friends, remember 
that the things of this life are temporal; eternity 
is forever.

Dennis is the Patrol Commander for the Covington Police Department. He attends CFC with his wife Vonna and 
their children Rebecca and Sarah. Dennis has a Bachelor’s Degree in Organizational Leadership and is currently 
enrolled in a Master’s of Theoretical Justice program.

Where was God?
by Dennis Sparks MAXIMIZED PRAYER!

By Pastor John Parish

 It Is Time for

God was with my wife as she 
delivered food to people who had 

lost their homes. 

John Parish pastors Lighthouse Christian 
Center in Eufaula, OK. For more 
information about his book The Goshen 
Factor, visit www.lighthouseok.org. 
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March 2, 2012 began as an ordinary 
morning; I was rushing about trying 
to get out the door. It was going to 
be a big weekend at school. Our boys 
were scheduled to play in the state 
tournament, and I knew the kids 
were going to be so excited about 
competing. I ran out the door, got 
into my car, said a prayer, and quickly 
pulled out of my driveway headed 
towards Independence. 

Most every day I travel Highway 17 
and pass through a small community 
called Piner, Kentucky. That Friday 
morning as I passed through Piner, 
I watched the kids waiting for their 
school bus; I laughed as a woman 
was trying to catch her small dog, 
just an ordinary morning. I smiled to 
myself as I headed on towards school 
not knowing that within less than 
eight hours, this small community, 
like so many others across Kentucky 
and the surrounding region, would 
be decimated by historic storms 
that would leave many dead and 
injured. Those who survived would be 
emotionally scarred and left with so 
many unanswered questions. 

Throughout the rest of that day, we 
heard news reports that the weather 
was going to get bad, and that we 
had better keep an eye to the sky. By 
the end of the school day, storms had 
already set their sights on the Northern 

11

Kentucky area. We dismissed school, 
and I headed for home. I decided 
not to chance going my usual path 
home; I felt as though I should head 
to northern Kenton County to ride 
out the storm at my parent’s home. 
Looking back now, I know that the 
Lord was guiding my path, diverting 
me from the worst part of the storm. 
While riding out the storm, I received a 
text message from one of my student’s 
asking for prayer. She and a friend were 
home alone due to the fact that the 
storms were hitting while most people 
were at work and kids were getting 

home from school. The television 
reports were alarming; there was 
destruction all across the Tri-state area. 
All we could do was pray. 

The next day as I traveled my usual 
path on Highway 17, words could not 
describe the scene that I witnessed. At 
least a portion of the half-mile tornado 

that hit Piner has been classified an 
EF4 which means winds reached 
166-200 mph. This type of tornado 
accounts for roughly only two percent 

of all tornadoes on record. Of 
those homes that I had seen the 
day before, some were no longer 
there, and many of the ones that 
were still standing could not 
be identified. My first thoughts 
were of the families. How would 
they ever recover and pick up the 
pieces? How quickly their lives 
had changed as had this entire 
community.

As we see phenomena such as this 
occur, what are our responsibilities 
as Christians? How are we to move 
forward and help turn tragedy into 
triumph and best serve the Kingdom 
of Heaven? Immediately after the 
storms, churches in the area, including 
Community Family Church, spear-
headed efforts to send supplies and 
volunteers into the ravaged areas. 
These people were in desperate need 
of support from their neighbors for 
both immediate physical needs and 
emotional and spiritual support. 

From a personal perspective, I began 
to reevaluate my own life and walk 

with the Lord. I realized that my 
family could be one of those who 
had suffered tragically with the 
loss of family members as well as 
the loss of most of their earthly 
goods. Many of us today become 
so distracted with the day-to-
day activities or our families 
and careers that we sometimes 

forget why we are truly here. We have 
a Divine destiny and purpose to fulfill. 
Every day that we are here, God has 
a plan for us for that day. There are 
people that we are to speak life to 
who may otherwise never have the 
opportunity to know the love of God. 

Dottie Rambo wrote a song called 
Sheltered in the Arms of God. Growing 
up, my parents would often sing this 
song, and it was such a comfort. The 
words say… “So let the storms rage 
high, those dark clouds rise, they 
don’t worry me, for I’m sheltered safe 
within the arms of God. He walks 
with me and not of earth shall harm 
me, for I am sheltered safe within the 
arms of God.”  This song could be 
taken from a very literal standpoint 
meaning that through times of natural 
catastrophe, God does protect and 
provide shelter in miraculous ways, 

but from a spiritual perspective, what 
do we have to fear if our faith and 
hope is in the Lord? If I live, let me 
live to bring glory to God, and if I die, 
let me hide myself in the shelter that is 
Jesus Christ. II Corinthians 5:6-8 states, 
“Therefore we are always confident, 
knowing that, whilst we are at home in 
the body, we are absent from the Lord, 
for we walk by faith and not by sight: 
we are confident, I say, and willing 
rather to be absent from the body, and 
to be present with the Lord.” 

This is the message of hope that we 
need to share. No matter what comes 
to us in this life, there is always a 
continued place of shelter and refuge 
through any type of circumstance 
or storm; it is the Lord Jesus Christ.         
II Samuel 22:2-3 states, “The Lord 
is my rock and my fortress, and my 
deliverer; the God of my rock; in Him 
will I trust: He is my shield and the 
horn of my salvation, my high tower, 
and my refuge, my Savior.”

Renee’ McClanahan, 
M.Ed., has been a 
teacher at Community 
Christian Academy 

for the past eight years.
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Early every morning Pastor Jairo 
greets the people in San Lorenzo 
and the surrounding villages with 
the good news of the Gospel on his 
radio program. While people are 
eating breakfast and getting ready 
for work and school, they listen as 

he introduces the God who loved them so much that He sent His only begotten 
Son to die. 

Everyone has those small turquoise or pink transistor radios with side dials 
and little loop handles.  It is one of the few modern conveniences available to the 
average family in this area. 

This isolated region, situated where the Maranon and Huallaga Rivers merge 
to form the headwaters of the mighty Amazon in northern Peru, has been cut off 
from the outside world since there are no inland roads or airstrips. Previous efforts 
to evangelize this area by Dr. William Pepper, a missionary throughout Peru for 
over forty years, have been met with suspicion and hostility by tribal chiefs and 
spiritual leaders. Because Dr. Pepper believed God would make a way where there 
seemed to be no way, last Fall he sent Pastors Jairo and Raimundo to pioneer a 
work in San Lorenzo and the surrounding villages. In the first few weeks of Pastor 
Jairo’s radio program,  about a dozen souls received Christ as their personal Savior.

Encouraged by their success in San Lorenzo, these two pastors visited smaller, 
more primitive villages farther up river. A chief of one village was exceptionally 
threatening. He said, “If you come back here, we’ll kill you.” What was a death 
threat to Pastor Jairo with so many precious souls in jeopardy!

Enter the Amazon Expedition Team

Dr. Pepper recruited a team from 
Community Family Church to arrive in 
San Lorenzo in February 2012 to help 
Pastors Jairo and Raimundo locate and map 
remote villages deep in the rain forest. Team 
members, Wally Shelton, Bill Wolfinbarger, 
Jeff Wilson and I arrived after traveling by 
air, car, and boat for more than three days.

The next morning, Pastor Jairo introduced the radio listeners to ‘the four 
Americanos,’ and soon people recognized us from the broadcast. Every morning 
we  addressed the listening audience and then discipled new converts, made day 
trips up river, and held evening evangelistic services. 

God manifested His power through healing miracles and deliverances from 
demonic torment. Several received the Baptism in the Holy Spirit with the evidence 
of speaking in unknown tongues, and new converts were added to more than 

double the size of the church. We witnessed God opening 
the door to the Gospel in San Lorenzo and some local villages. 

On Thursday Pastor Jairo arranged for our team to visit the village of Estralla, 
the one with the threatening chief. The previous week the chief had told Pastor 
Jairo, “If you come here again, we will kill you.” We were more than a little 
hesitant, but Pastor Jairo was confident and insistent. For two hours we traveled 
up river and walked up the wet, muddy trail to the main area of the village. We 
waited while Pastor Jairo went ahead to make the arrangements.

The Meeting with the Chief

Pastor Jairo asked the Chief to meet his friends from America and to allow them 
to share the Gospel with his village. The Chief asked, “Are these the Americans on 
the radio?” Pastor Jairo said, “Yes, they have been on my radio program every day 
this week.” The chief had no idea that the man he had been threatening to kill was 
the same man he listened to on his 
transistor radio every morning.

After some negotiating and 
gift-giving, Pastor Jairo brought 
back a paper that permitted us to 
have a meeting, guaranteeing we 
would not be harmed. Soon thirty 
or so villagers and a hundred or so children gathered to see the Americans and hear 
the Gospel. When Pastor Jairo gave an invitation to anyone who wanted to receive 
Jesus as their personal Savior, nine people came forward!   

A church will be established with these new believers. The chief was not among 
the converts, but I believe he will not be able to resist the love of God and His 
Son for very long.

Planting the Gospel Seed

The Amazon outreach was a tremendous opportunity for CFC to bring the 
Gospel to unreached people groups in the twenty-first century. The primitive and 
sometimes dangerous conditions were overshadowed by the testimonies of God’s 
saving and delivering power. 

It was imperative that Jesus leave the splendor of heaven to live among sinful 
men and hang on the cross. He had to leave heaven and go to earth where people 
needed salvation. His pattern continues as He calls some to leave their comfortable 
homes and go to where people have not heard the good news of the Gospel! God 
will not be satisfied until there are people from every nation, kindred, people, and 
tongue before His throne for eternity. Until then, I pray that God will continue to 
open the door and give us the grace to go...      

The Chief with the
       Transistor Radio

by Charles Neal

Charles Neal is a missionary teacher along with his wife, Barbara. They are dedicated to equipping and training indigenous church leaders 
to do the work of the ministry. They lived in East Africa and have ministered in many countries around the world. Charles has Doctorates of 
Theology and Divinity, and Barbara has a Masters of Theology. They have been married for thirty-nine years and have two daughters and four 
grandchildren. They are members of CFC and are presently on sabbatical from the field.

Have you ever wondered what it would be like 
to be born into a royal family? All the riches of 
the world would be at your feet. You would only 

know the luxuries of life as servants stood ready to 
satisfy every need and desire. You would be an heir 

to the throne and your future a secured success. From 
extravagant clothing to the best education possible, 
you would be given the finest of everything. You would 
be promised a life filled with honor and prestige, all 
because of your name. 

This was the life of Mephibosheth, son of Jonathon, 
grandson of King Saul. But this life was short-lived 

for Mephibosheth. King Saul and Jonathon were 
killed in battle when Mephibosheth was five years 

old. When Mephibosheth’s caretaker rushed 
to flee the palace to hide him, she dropped 

him, leaving him crippled in both feet. In 
an instant, he was stripped of his future. 

Now this young prince who had only 
known comfort suddenly found 
himself a crippled pauper. He was left 
to reside in a place called Lo Debar, 

a dry, barren wilderness where 
only the social outcasts lived. 
Once surrounded only by the elite, 
he now lived with the lowliest of 
men.

Mephibosheth’s circumstances 
were not caused by his own wrong 

doings. Instead, his nurse, someone 
he trusted to keep him safe, had 

dropped him and failed him. Now 
he was in the house of Michar, which 

literally means to be brought low with the 
intent to perish. Once an heir to the throne, 

now he was just a burden, living in a barren 
land and left for dead.

The new King began searching for anyone left in 
Saul’s family. In those days the new King would slay the 

family of the former King to protect his authority against 
possible challenges. In addition to his crippled condition, 

Mephibosheth now feared for his life.

In 2 Samuel 9:1 David asked, “Is there anyone who is left in the 
house of Saul, that I may show him kindness for Jonathan’s sake?” You 
see! David didn’t want to bring harm to Mephibosheth; he wanted to 
rescue him from Lo Debar. Many years before, David had made a 

covenant with his most treasured friend Jonathon, Mephibosheth’s 
father. Now he was ready to show mercy to anyone left in Jonathon’s 
family. A tragic story suddenly became a story of passion and love.

When Mephibosheth heard his King call for him, he humbled 
himself before King David. In return, King David promised 
Mephibosheth restoration of what he had once possessed. King David 
brought Mephibosheth out of Lo Debar and reserved a special place 
for him at the King’s table like one of the King’s sons (2 Samuel 9:11).

David looked for Mephibosheth to show him favor and bless his 
life. He placed Mephibosheth at the King’s table and treated him as 
his own son. As long as Mephibosheth sat at the King’s table, his 
infirmity and lameness were unnoticed by others. But whenever 
he was brought out from underneath the King’s table, his failure, 
weakness, and ailment were revealed. 

The bible tells us that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from 
all sin and unrighteousness. Nothing but the blood removes our sin 
from us.

A King is looking for you. He is asking, “Is there anyone I can 
show kindness to?”  God sees your heart and feels your pain. He 
knows what it is like to bleed and to be neglected and rejected by 
those closest to Him. Jesus was dropped, mocked, beaten, bruised, 
and left bleeding. He knows firsthand just what the world can do. 
He knows you have been dropped, and He wants to pick you up 
and place you at His table. As long as you are under God’s covering, 
no weapon formed against you will prosper (Isaiah 57:14). It does 
not matter who has rejected you or what you have done. King Jesus 
wants to bless your life and bestow a house full of favor upon you.

How the enemy would love to paralyze our future as a result of 
our past. As a boy, I was dropped by alcoholism and my parents’ 
divorce. As if that wasn’t enough, my dad was shot and killed in cold 
blood in his driveway. I could have quit. I could have allowed any of 
these circumstances to rob me of my destiny. But one night on the 
roof of my house, as I was running from the law at 21 years old, a 
King came looking for me. He asked, “Is there anyone in this house 
who I can show kindness to?” This was the night I gave my life to 
the Lord.

It doesn’t matter how ugly, dark, or dreary your past may be, or 
how many mistakes you have made in your life or in your ministry, 
a King is looking for you. 

Mark Sarver pastors Church on the Rock 
in Berea, KY.  For more information, visit 
www.churchontherock.us. 

Pastor Jairo, Freddie Martinez (our interpreter),
and Wally Shelton on the radio.

The team entering Estralla.

Three new converts from Estralla.
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A few months ago I received a flyer for 
a science curriculum. The flyer stated that 
the curriculum “is “worldview-friendly 
science . . . without the spin.” 

I wondered exactly what that meant, so 
I went to the curriculum website and read 
the following:

“In order for science to be ‘scientific’ 
it must not commit itself to any one 
worldview, ideology, philosophical or 
religious perspective. Science and scientists 
must be free to follow the evidence where 
ever [sic] it leads. Anything short of this is 
not real science.”

I remember thinking something very 
similar twelve years ago when I first started 
researching the origins issue. The evidence 
would lead me to the truth, I thought. I 
just needed to follow. 

What I discovered instead was that while 
science itself may be an objective exercise, 
scientists are not objective—especially in 
the area of historical science (evolution and 
creation). Presuppositions and biases play a 
definitive role in determining how scientists 
interpret evidence and the conclusions they 
draw about the past. 

There is only one truth source for the 
past as it concerns the beginnings of the 
universe, earth, and life—and that is the 
eyewitness account God gave to us in the 
book of Genesis. Everything else is merely 
human opinion, imaginations, and ideas—
subject to fallible thinking.

As I looked through the science 
curriculum, I noticed a mixing of 
observational science (i.e., the technology 
that produces airplanes, vaccines, and 
computers) and historical science. For 

example, the author of the curriculum 
wants students to explore the question, 
“Did God create humans?” She poses these 
follow-up questions, “Who discovered 
it? When was it discovered? What is the 
evidence?” 

These questions are not directly 
applicable because the question “Did God 
create humans?” is historical science. The 
follow-up questions fall under the category 
of observational science.

Both creationists and evolutionists 
approach observational science—such as 
the laws of physics or the laws governing 
genetic inheritance (my field of study) —
very similarly. However, when it comes 
to how the laws of physics and genetic 
inheritance came into existence in the past, 
the presuppositions of the scientists govern 
their interpretations and conclusions.

The curriculum mainly focuses on 
observational science such as atoms, cells, 
animals, plants, chemical reactions, laws of 
physics, planets, stars, etc. But a closer look 
revealed it was not “worldview neutral” at 
all. For example in the biology textbook for 
grades 4–6 it states:

“The animal kingdom, Animalia, 
includes ALL of the animals: dogs, cats, 
frogs, sea urchins, bees, birds, snakes, 
jellyfish, bunnies, and even us!”

But this isn’t neutral language at 
all.  You see, biblical creation holds that 
mankind was created in God’s image 
separate and distinct from the animals 
(Genesis 1:26–27). Instead, the language 
is “friendly” to evolution (and to the 
Intelligent Design Movement, since many 
in the ID Movement believe humans 
evolved from ape-like ancestors). 

There is no such thing as being 
“worldview neutral” because that belief 
in itself is a worldview! Moreover, Jesus 
dispelled the myth of neutrality when He 
stated, “He who is not with Me is against 
Me, and he who does not gather with Me 
scatters abroad” (Matthew 12:30).

In an attempt to sell us on the idea that 
her curriculum is “neutral,” the author 
states:

 
“. . . in my opinion anytime we present 

information as ‘undisputed fact,’ we have 
crossed over into ‘dogma.’ This includes 
both scientific ‘facts’ and religious ‘facts’.”

What does she mean by religious 
“facts”? Would this include the virgin 
birth and Resurrection of Jesus Christ? Are 
they not to be considered undisputed fact 
and therefore not dogma? If these events 
in the New Testament did not happen, 
they would chime the death knell for 
Christianity (1 Corinthians 15:14). Not 
affirming the Bible’s authority in Genesis, 
and the miracles of creation recorded 
there, is a slippery slope to questioning its 
authority everywhere else.

Parents, I challenge you to carefully 
evaluate the books, DVDs, and curricula 
that your children use–plus the TV 
programs they watch—and choose 
resources that have the Bible as their 
ultimate authority—and that glorify Jesus 
as Creator. 

God has blessed Community with a campus of 113 acres of prime real-estate just minutes away from downtown Cincinnati, 
the Creation Museum, and the Greater Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky airport.  Independence is one of the fastest growing 
cities in the state of Kentucky, and CFC needs to be equipped to reap a mighty harvest for the glory of God.  CFC’s next 
building project is the new Children’s Center or Phase 1 of our future building plans.  This state-of-the-art, multi-story 
structure will feature multiple spacious classrooms, a large children’s auditorium, check-in and tracking systems, and much 
more.  As a partner or member of Community, think about how these facilities will change your life and the lives of your 
children, your grandchildren, and generations to come.

Will you join us in prayer about your part in helping make this vision come to pass?  Pastor Bates has established The 
Nehemiah Wall project which will help facilitate the construction of the new Children’s Center and sanctuary.  Community 
will build a wall identifying the names of everyone who participated in The Nehemiah Wall project.  Here’s how it works:  

To make a donation to The Nehemiah Wall project, mail your contribution (marked NW or Wall) to Community Family 
Church/CFC, 11875 Taylor Mill Road, Independence, KY 41051.  To make a credit card donation, you can visit www.
tommybates.com or call the church office at 859-356-8851.  Your donation of any size will make a difference in the Kingdom 
of God.  

Number of Family Names
1 Family Name
2 Family Names
5 Family Names

10 Family Names
25 Family Names
50 Family Names

$5,000
$2,500
$1,000
$500
$200
$100

$5,000
$5,000
$5,000
$5,000
$5,000
$5,000

Total

Dr. Purdom has a PhD in 
molecular genetics from 
Ohio State University.
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The day the power fell as recorded in Acts Chapter 2 changed everything. On that day, Peter told 
the crowd, “ . . .and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is to you and to 
your children and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord will call” (Acts 2:38-39 NKJV).  The 
church began to explode with pentecostal power as the good news of Jesus Christ was preached and 
signs and wonders followed. The power of the Holy Spirit has truly been the catalyst over the past 
two thousand years of propelling the gospel to the corners of the earth, setting men free, and healing 
them of sickness and disease; and it is still the power of the church today!

I love pentecost. It’s in my roots—I was born into it and I have been in it my whole life. In 42 
years of ministry, the one thing that has remained a constant is my passion for a move of the Holy 
Ghost in the services at my church, Lenexa Christian Center, and also when I preach at other 
churches. My most earnest and continual prayer has been, “Lord, please don’t ever let the fire go out 
in me.”  Over the years, I have been open to new ideas and to new ways of doing things, but I have 
refused to walk away from what brought me here—the power of the Holy Ghost and the laying on of 
hands for healing and ministry at the altars.

As I talk with my friends in ministry, some of whom are evangelists and go into pentecostal 
churches large and small across our nation, my heart is grieved over their confirmation of some of 
the trends that I am seeing. Many of our churches, where once the power of God fell, have become 
pentecostal in name only. Pastors are being told that the only way you can grow your church today 
is to stay away from a demonstrative move of God’s Spirit in your services because it will run off new 
people. 

I believe there are several reasons why some of our churches are abandoning their pentecostal 
roots. First, some are losing the fire due to neglect. They have stopped practicing the gifts of the 

Spirit. It takes less effort to just have a 
closing prayer at the end of the service than 
to lay hands upon the people at the altars. 
Secondly, some believe in the Spirit but are 
truly ashamed of a pentecostal move of God 
because it gets messy around the altars and 
not everybody acts prim and proper. When 
the Spirit of God hits you, you’ll dance, you’ll 
shout, and you won’t care who sees you. 
Thirdly, some simply do not want pentecost 
in their services or in their churches. They 
are adamant in their opposition to outward 
demonstrations of the Holy Ghost. I am also 
concerned that some young pastors are seeking 
fellowship only with others who are young in 
the ministry and are not seeking the wisdom 
and experience of the elders of the faith.

In spite of these troubling signs, the 
Holy Spirit’s fire and work on earth is not 
diminished. If we truly believe these are the last 
days, then we must lay hold of  the power He 
offers us. Here are three reasons why we must 
have the power of pentecost today:  

1. The power of pentecost gives us boldness 
before men to declare the gospel. Jesus’ 
parting words to His disciples in Acts 1:8 
were, “But you shall receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 
shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth (NKJV).” Pentecost is “lightning” 
to the gospel message.

 
2. The power of pentecost is necessary to 

break the chains of sin and addictions. The 
proof is in the changed lives of countless 
individuals who have come to an altar, had 
hands laid on them and the prayer of faith 
prayed over them by a Spirit-empowered 
Pentecostal, and received the deliverance 

they so desperately longed for. The hold of 
the devil can only be broken by the power of 
the Holy Ghost!  

3. The power of pentecost interrupts our 
natural lives to do God’s bidding in the 
world. Many times a Spirit-filled believer 
will be arrested by the Holy Ghost to drop 
normal activity to lay hands on a person for 
healing, to speak a word of hope, or to do 
something crazy that makes no sense in the 
natural. God has a way of putting desperate 
people directly into the path of pentecostal 
believers who are plugged in to the power 
source. 

Mike Purkey is the 
senior pastor of Lenexa 
Christian Center, 
a church of 5,000+ 
members in the Kansas 
City area. His TV 
program, “Where 
Miracles Happen,” is seen 
weekly on The Church 

Channel. Nationally-known speaker, author 
and singer, Mike has been seen many times 
on TBN’s “Praise the Lord” and Daystar’s 
“Celebration.”  

Friends, Jesus is coming soon. This is not 
the time to be playing church or giving lip 
service to being pentecostal. It’s time to be 
pentecostal!  God’s power is available, but you 
must earnestly pray for the fire to fall on you. 
I can leave you with this assurance, that if 
you will lay hold on the power of pentecost, 
you’ll never again be satisfied with a lesser life 
of Christ’s power. The fire in you will set your 
part of the world ablaze and ignite the desire in 
others for what you have! 
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Be honest with yourself. Are you struggling to lay 
aside the weights and sin mentioned in Hebrews 12:1? 
Some people think that if you are truly saved, you cease 
to struggle with such things. Oh, how I wish this was 
true. Keep in mind that 1 John 1:9 is written to the 
church, not to the sinner. It says, “If you confess your 
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive you and cleanse 
you from all unrighteousness.” 

A struggle does not mean you are not saved. Quite 
the opposite! The sinful things you used to do before 
you were born again were effortless. The fact that 
they’ve become a struggle reveals you have had a change 
of heart, one that is made righteous in Christ. 

Salvation is both immediate and progressive. Your 
spirit is instantly transformed when you’re saved, 
but your soul (your mind, will, and the seat of your 
emotions) is renewed daily by the sanctifying power of 
God’s Word. Yes, you’re on your way to heaven, but 
still, there may be some things needing work in you. 
Whatever it is—rejection, deception, addiction, lust, 
or pride—God expects you to take authority over it in 
Jesus’ name. 

I find it interesting in Numbers 33 that the Israelites 
were given divine orders to enter Canaan and drive out 
and destroy all of their enemies and their belongings. 

Notice the instruction, “Drive them out and destroy 
them.” Often, we want God to do all the work for 
us, but He leaves some things for us to handle and 
empowers us to do so by His grace. 

Some things are left to you. Failure to drive out and 
destroy leads to constant grief. As we see in verse 55, 
“If you do not drive [them] out and destroy [them], 
[they] will become irritants in your eyes and thorns in 
your side.” They will vex you daily. They will be sent 
of the enemy to oppress you in his relentless attempt 
to bring you to ruin. In Joshua 23:13, we find a similar 
language stating that if you don’t drive them out, they 
will become snares and traps to you until you die. 

The devil is not your pal. I know that’s elementary, 
but some people play with him like he’s harmless. Satan 
is an enemy. His mode of operation is as the thief. He 
comes to steal, kill, and destroy. According to John 8:44, 
the devil is a liar and a murderer. If you don’t recognize 
him as your enemy, you’ll treat him as a friend. He’ll 
masquerade as an angel of light, as if he’s of God; but 
when the mask is removed, you’ll see the dragon behind 
the facade. 

In 1 Samuel 15, we read of Samuel’s explicit message 
from God to Saul. God ordered Saul to destroy the 
Amalekites. “Spare nothing and no one. Destroy it all.” 

Saul chose only to listen to the part of the message that 
suited his needs. Scripture records in verses 7-9 that 
he slaughtered the Amalekites and all they owned, but 
spared their king, Agag, and the best of the animals. 
He destroyed the worthless and kept what was good in 
his eyes; what he thought was beneficial for him. Saul 
spared Agag. If you spare an enemy, it will inevitably 
turn and destroy you because what you fail to master 
will eventually master you.

It’s dangerous to think you know more than God 
does and what’s best for you. There’s a real danger in 
keeping what God told you to get rid of. Things may 
look good to you, but they’re not always good for you. 
The Omniscient One is all seeing, all knowing, and 
worthy of our trust. 

Rebellion leads to other sinful behaviors like lying. 
Samuel came to Saul, and Saul assured him that he 
had followed the Lord’s command. Samuel said, “Then 
what is this bleating of sheep in my ear?” Every now 
and again you need a prophet to get in your face and 
tell you what you don’t want to hear. Samuel said, 
“You’ve made your will a god, and you’ve put it above 
the Lord. Now, the Lord says, ‘Because you have done 
this thing, your kingdom will be taken from you and 
given to another.’” Could it be that a continuous walk 
in rebellion will make God say, “I’m taking what I’ve 
given you and will give it to someone else?” 

Saul was ruled by his pride, and this set the stage for 
a terrible fall. We see in the next chapter that he acted 
outside of his boundaries as king to offer sacrifices as 
a priest—something he was not qualified to do. Have 
you ever done something that God didn’t want you to 
do? Because Saul refused to find true repentance within, 
he went from bad to worse until he committed suicide 
in battle.

My friend, you have to kill what’s killing you. This is 
a battle for your life. Learn from the mistakes of others. 
Romans 15:4 says that the things written in the Word 
are written for our instruction. 1 Corinthians 10:6 says 
that the recorded examples of those who missed the 
mark are for our benefit so that we won’t make the same 
mistakes. True, the battle is not yours, but that doesn’t 
mean you can just sit there and do nothing. You’ve got 
to do something. You have to kill what’s killing you! So 
how do you do that? 

Acknowledge your vulnerability.
Don’t act like you’re too great or too holy to miss 
the mark of God’s high standard. If you do, you’ll 
fail, and it will be an eye-awakening experience 
for you. The Scripture says, “Let him who thinks 
he stands take heed lest he fall” (1 Corinthians 
10:12). Recognizing your vulnerability doesn’t mean 
weakness. Rather, it’s a show of remarkable strength 
when the realization also acknowledges dependence 
on God.

Confess your sins.
You need to confess your part in the matter. 1 John 
1:8-9 says that “If we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” We all 
fail at times, and we must do as James 5:16 tells us: 
“Confess your trespasses to one another, that you 
may be healed.”

Kill the deeds of your flesh.
Romans 8:13 tells us, “Kill the deeds of the flesh,” 
the sinful acts of your flesh. You must reckon your 
body as dead to sin so that sin has no dominion over 
you” (Romans 6:11-14).

Do all through Christ.
Don’t think you can do this in and of yourself or you 
will blow it miserably. Philippians 3:10 says “I can 
do all things through Christ.” You must remember 
that it’s “Not by might, nor by power, but by [His] 
Spirit” (Zechariah 4:6).

Worship in spirit and in truth.
Philippians 3:3 says that we are those who are 
circumcised in heart, and we worship Him in spirit. 
You must come, lay yourself before Him and be 
delivered by Him. In that intimacy, you will find 
deliverance, peace, salvation, healing, and victory 
in overcoming what has been overcoming you by 
killing what’s been killing you.

Friend, follow these simple steps and you will see 
victory in every battle of your life. You can do it! I believe 
in you, and more importantly, God believes in you!

Lawrence Powell is the senior 
pastor of Agape Family Worship 
Center in Rahway, New Jersey. Visit 
www.agapecenter.org to learn more. 

by Pastor Lawrence Powell
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In an ever-growing neighborhood, Community Family Church (CFC) is thrilled with all of 
the new faces that join the church; but CFC is also very blessed to have such a large part of its 
congregation comprised of people who have been with us for many years.  

began attending CFC in March 1961. Mamie was saved under CFC’s ministry when Sister 
Gulley prayed with her in the first little building that the church was started in. Mamie’s five 
children began attending the church and also found their salvation. Mamie has served in various 
ministries in the church including communion service, the Storehouse Ministry for about 10 
years, and the Greeter Team for the past 26 years. When asked to describe what she most 
appreciates about CFC, Mamie replied, “Our pastors, especially Pastor Tom, who is just 
tremendous and out of this world.”

began attending CFC in 1964. Marcella, who  is from Eastern Kentucky,  said that she fell in 
love with CFC because it reminded her of the church she was raised in. “I was used to the strict 
living and the old-time ways,” Marcella said, “but they didn’t speak in tongues at my old church. 
I didn’t understand it at first, but the Lord showed me through my children that tongues were 
a wonderful part of prayer.” Marcella was saved in 1968 and served as a youth treasurer in the 
1970s and a Sunday School teacher for 40 years. She still serves as an usherette and a greeter. 
Marcella’s husband drove the church outreach bus for 24 years while Marcella rode along as a 
bus monitor. When I asked her what she most appreciated about the church, she responded, “I 
appreciate the moving of the Spirit and the word of God. We have a wonderful pastor and a 
wonderful church family.” Marcella told me that she has had a great life raising her kids at CFC 
and that the church has always been like a family to her. 

My next interview was with a wonderful couple, 

“We appreciate the support and the love of the church,” Carol declared. Ralph agreed but he 
“really enjoys the good true preaching and being able to go to youth camp as counselors.” Ralph 
served as a youth camp counselor for about 10 years and Carol served as a counselor for about 
15 years. Ralph was saved in 1967, and Carol was saved in 1968. Both have been attending 
CFC since then. Carol has served in many church ministries including youth ministries and as 
a choir director. Ralph worked alongside Carol and was able to help the youth choir ministry to 
sing in many of the public high schools in Kenton County, KY. This dedicated couple still 
attends CFC, and they are willing to serve whenever possible.

Another fantastic couple that I had interviewed was

Jess was saved in February 1965 and began attending CFC in its first small building. Jess has 
served as a deacon and was involved in purchasing our current land. “A lady just came into my 
shop one day and asked me if I wanted to buy 16 acres for the church,” he shared. “Brother 
James Floyd was the pastor; so I went to him with this information, reviewed our budget which 
was very small, and then presented an offer on the land. The Lord had His way and they 
accepted our offer, though it wasn’t much.” Jess’s father, Luther Lawson, went to Frankfort, KY 
to help initially charter the church many years ago. Though Jess has been at CFC since his 
salvation, it wasn’t until years later that he met his lovely wife. Jess married Helen 13 years ago; 
she  taught Sunday School for many years. Jess shared his appreciation for CFC,  “I appreciate 
the anointing and the freedom for the Spirit to move.” Helen responded, “Oh, I could go on 

and on! I really appreciate the privilege of being under Pastor Tom’s anointing and the musical talents that God gave to him. Pastor Tom 
remembers the older people in the church, but his heart is with the young kids and fostering the next generation; and I love seeing that. It is so 
wonderful to see a pastor call out young people and hug on them and show them the love of God. He doesn’t care if they are going through 
something or have a troubled past. He shows them all love, regardless.” Helen continued, “From day one, the church has opened its arms to me. 
Sister Jeanetta Floyd introduced me in front of the church and asked me to talk in front of everyone. As big as the church is, there is so much love 
there. Our office staff makes it feel like home as soon as you call or walk in the door. They’re always friendly and you can feel the Spirit there all 
the time.” She further showed much appreciation for CFC’s annual women’s conferences: “The women’s conferences are not only packed with 
good preaching, but they are an excellent opportunity for the women in the church to come together, support each other, and lift one another 
up.” Helen concluded our discussion by showing her appreciation for the many great teachers and preachers in the church that can fill in when 
Pastor Tom travels. “I love that one place can have so much God-given talent,” she avowed. Jess and Helen Lawson are happy to be at CFC and 
proud that they have many family members who also attend the church.

has been attending CFC since 1960. She visited CFC when they were holding service in a 
basement of a building; but when she was saved in the 1960s, she began attending regularly and 
teaching Sunday School most of the time. She also helps with Tommy Bates Ministry and is still 
actively serving in the ministry of home and nursing home visitations. Barb shared her salvation 
story: “At the age of 22, the Lord began to deal with my heart. I became very irritable but didn’t 
understand what was wrong. Then, one night I had a dream. In this dream, I stood in a field of 
knee-high green grass and the sky was indigo blue with big white, fluffy clouds floating around. 
Beside me in the field was a dilapidated shack with most of its roof missing. As I stood there 
looking at the sky, one of the clouds turned into a lamb and then it turned into the face of Jesus. 
I could only see Him from the waist up. His eyes were going to and fro, searching the earth and 
then He looked at me, pointed his finger, and said, ’You.’ I ran inside the shack trying to hide from Him, but each time I looked up He was still 
there smiling at me. I was sick at the time, and this dream haunted me because I thought it meant I was going to die. I promised the Lord that if 
he would let me live, I would start going to church and try to live right. A few months after this, we began attending church at White’s Tower. I 
prayed one night during a revival and from that time on, I felt closeness to God’s people which I had never known before. I still had a hunger for 
a deeper experience, though. Several months after this, there was an unexpected death in the church. When I heard this news, I began to wonder 
if I was really ready to go if death were to come to me at that time. I earnestly sought the Lord and told him that, if I was really a Christian, I 
wanted to feel God’s power and I wanted to shout. The following Saturday night I went to the altar and, as I shut my mind off to the things around 
me and focused on praising the Lord, God’s power went through me like lightning and I was lost in the Spirit. When I became aware again, I was 
rejoicing under the power of God and all of my doubts and fears were gone.” Barb expressed her gratitude for the many trials that the Lord has 
brought her through. When I asked her what she appreciated most about CFC, she replied, “The freedom that we have to worship.” 

Though this article shares the stories of only a few people and provides only a small fraction of the appreciation that our 
church members have, I hope that it helps shed light on the heritage at CFC and the dedication that our members have to serving 
in ministry. The same God that was working fifty years ago is still moving mightily in the church today. Let us never take for 
granted the moving of the Spirit and the freedom we have to worship the Lord. 

Jennifer earned her Bachelor of Science in Nursing from Northern Kentucky University and is currently working on her Master 
of Science in Nursing as a Family Nurse Practitioner at the University of Cincinnati. She is married and attends CFC.

The same God that was working fifty years ago 
is still moving mightily in the church today. 
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