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“The LORD hath done great things for 
us; whereof we are glad.” — Psalm 126:3



t is so easy, when living in the moment, to become anxious and worried about what may happen next. Jesus 
warned us that in the last days there would be wars and rumors of wars. As we witness conflict around the 
world and hear the constant reports of bombs, disasters, death, famine, and the many other calamities of 
war, it is in moments like these that our faith must remain firmly anchored in the Lord Jesus Christ.

We know what the Bible says about our future. Oh, what 
a victorious future lies ahead of us! Yet the journey to our 
destiny can often seem rough and rocky, filled with detours, 
exit signs, and hidden dangers along the way. But there is one 
thing I know for certain: I know what lies ahead for the child 
of God. "Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered 
into the heart of man, the things which God has prepared for 
those who love Him." (I Corinthians 2:9 NKJV) The incredible 
and glorious things God has prepared for the overcomer are 
beyond anything we can imagine.

One of the ways the Lord has strengthened 
my faith throughout this often-treacherous 
journey is by looking back through history and 
recognizing that everything ultimately pointed 
to Christ, our Savior, coming into the world. 
When we look behind us and see how God 
raised up nations for His divine purposes, only 

for those great powers to fade into history, we cannot help but 
marvel at the hand of God directing human affairs.

God made a covenant with Abraham, saying, "In your seed 
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed." (Genesis 22:18 
NKJV) He also told Abraham that his descendants would 
sojourn in a strange land for four hundred years. From a family 
of seventy souls, God would raise up a mighty nation while 
they lived in Egypt.

It amazes me that Egypt became a great imperial 
power, building pyramids that still capture the 
attention of the world today. Yet even Egypt, 
in all its greatness, served a greater purpose in 
God’s plan. God preserved His covenant people 
there–the people through whom the promised 
Seed, the Savior of the world, would come. And 
after the Exodus, Egypt gradually declined from 
its former greatness.

EVERTHING 
ULTIMATELY 
POINTED TO 

CHRIST

Bluegrass Blessings: Fall 2026/Winter 20272



Pastor Tommy Bates
Community Family Church
Independence, Kentucky

As Israel repeatedly fell into backsliding, God raised up 
another great world power—Babylon—to carry His covenant 
people into captivity for their correction. After seventy 
years, God's purpose was accomplished, and mighty Babylon 
likewise faded into history.

Then, in preparation for the message of Christ to reach the 
nations, God raised up the Greek Empire under Alexander the 
Great. Through Greek influence, a common language spread 
throughout much of the known world, making it possible for 
the gospel to be communicated broadly. Once that purpose 
had been served, Alexander's great empire also passed away.

But one more preparation was needed. With a common 
language established, roads were needed so that the glorious 
Gospel of Jesus Christ could be carried 
throughout the world. God raised up the 
Roman Empire, whose remarkable system of 
roads connected vast regions of the known 
world. Those roads became the highways by 
which the Gospel would eventually spread far and wide.

Then, as Luke records, "In the days of Caesar Augustus," (Luke 
2:1) something happened that forever changed history. The 
promised Seed of Abraham—the One who would bless every 
nation, kindred, tribe, and tongue—came into the world 
exactly as God had promised. He was born in Bethlehem, 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, and laid in a manger.

When we look back over history, we see how God used 
kingdoms and empires for His divine purposes. They built 
pyramids, mighty walls, great fortresses, and extensive road 
systems. They helped establish a common 
language and connect vast regions of the 
world. Yet all of these things ultimately served 
a greater purpose: preparing the way for the 
good news of Jesus Christ to be proclaimed to 
every person everywhere.

And if God orchestrated all of history to bring Jesus Christ into 
the world the first time, then surely we can rest in His promise 
concerning His return: "If I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again." ( John 14:3 NKJV)

Everything happening in our world today is moving history 
toward His second coming. Russia does not have the answer. 
China does not have the answer. No nation on earth possesses 
the solution. There is only one answer, and John declared it in 
the Revelation of Jesus Christ: Jesus Christ is "the Prince of 
the kings of the earth." (Revelation 1:5 KJV)

Everything that happened throughout history prepared the 
way for the Babe in the manger, who would one day carry our 
sins to the cross of Calvary. We may not fully understand all 
that is happening around us, but we can rest in the promises of 
God, knowing that the events of this world remain under His 
sovereign authority.

Centuries before Christ was born, Isaiah declared, "Unto us a 
Child is born, unto us a Son is given: and the government shall 
be upon His shoulder." (Isaiah 9:6 NKJV)

Jesus is coming again.

This is the hour of the great harvest of souls, and we bear 
a tremendous responsibility to fulfill the will of Christ by 

proclaiming the message of salvation to every 
living person.

We are a holy nation, a royal priesthood, a 
peculiar people, called to show forth the praises 

of Him who has called us out of darkness into His marvelous 
light. We cannot think like the world. We cannot live in fear 
like the world. This world is not our home. Our citizenship is 
in a city whose Builder and Maker is God.

If we allow ourselves to become entangled with the affairs 
of this life, we cannot please Him who has chosen us to be 
soldiers in these last days. As soldiers of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
we are called to carry out His will. The Scriptures plainly 
declare that it is not the Father's will that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance. (2 Peter 3:9)

This message of salvation must be proclaimed. 
We have been chosen to be the light of the 
world—a city set on a hill. There must be a 
revival of evangelism burning within our souls, 
compelling us to bring the lost to Jesus Christ. 
This is the Great Commission, and it will never 
change.

One day, as we stand before the throne of God, we will look 
back over history and realize that everything we witnessed, 
everything we heard, and everything we experienced was 
moving according to God's sovereign plan, ultimately bringing 
history toward the return of Christ to this earth.

When Jesus walked this earth, He declared, "I must be about 
My Father's business." (Luke 2:49 NKJV) As we live the Spirit-
filled life in these last days, may our hearts echo those same 
words: "I must be about my Father's business."

JESUS IS 
COMING 
AGAIN

HIS DIVINE 
PURPOSES

BE ABOUT 
MY FATHER'S 

BUSINESS
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In the early 1950’s, Sister Pansy McKay, an Appalachian woman from 
Mt. Vernon, Kentucky, received a vision from God of “A great harvest 

of souls!” in Northern Kentucky.  Her vision was of a field as far as the 
eye could see full of Kentucky half-runner beans.  She began her search 
on Highway 16 just as God had shown her.  Sister McKay arrived at 
my grandfather’s house and requested to conduct a prayer meeting.  My 
grandmother was startled at this stranger’s request and asked Sister McKay 
her church affiliation.  She very humbly said she was part of the “Holiness” 
people in Eastern Kentucky.  At that very first prayer meeting, my grandmother, mother, Aunt Joyce, Aunt 
Bonnie, Aunt Darlene, and Uncle Jerry were touched by the precious hand of God.  From that moment, 
revival broke loose!  A tent was purchased and set up on Grandpa Sizemore’s property. 

by Pastor Tommy Bates

Our church developed out of that 
prayer meeting and in the tent, and 
they became a “group” of people, as the 
outpouring of the Spirit of God began 
to fall.  Melvin Ridener became the first 
leader of this small congregation.  Under 
his ministry, many people were saved 
and filled with the Holy Ghost.

As cooler weather came, this newly-
formed congregation moved from the 
tent into a chicken house, which the 
members of the church cleaned out and 
decorated. That chicken house became 
their sanctuary, or “worship center.”  
The church continued to grow, and 
they went from the chicken house to a barn.  In the barn, the power of 
God continued to move with healings, salvations, and the Baptism of the 
Holy Ghost under the direction of Brother Arnold Bruce Osborne.  When 
Brother Osborne’s ministry was complete, Brother Ellis Rowland became 
our first pastor.   

Pansy McKay

Brother & Sister Rowland with Daughter, Patty 

Barn & Chicken House

Brother Whitehead & Brother Osborn

Bro. Ridener,  Dewey Sizemore & Levi EversoleThe Tent

The tent was packed 
every night throughout 

the summer of 1953.

CFC HISTORY
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As membership increased, the barn was 
soon filled, and the decision was made to 
purchase some property at the intersection 
of Harris and Taylor Mill to build a new 
church.  This site was where the Community 
Pentecostal Church was birthed, chartered, 
and first owned its own property, in the little 
basement on Route 16 in Independence, 
Kentucky. On December 2, 1954, the church 
was chartered with the State Department in 
Kentucky, under the name of “Community Pentecostal Church of God,” and 
soon moved into the basement.  After about three years Brother Rowland 
stepped down as the leader of the congregation due to emotional stress, and 
brother Clarence Seeley pastored through some of the most challenging 
times in the church’s history. During this time of great adversity, many 
miracles, signs, and wonders took place.

The people quickly filled the basement to capacity and a new facility was 
built on top of its foundation.  Brother Rowland was re-elected as the pastor 
and on September 9, 1959, the congregation moved from the basement to 
its new sanctuary upstairs.  Our new place of worship was built as a country 
church with hardwood floors, oak benches, wooden walls and ceiling.  As you 
walked in, you would have seen the Bible stand in the middle, with “amen 
corners” on the sides.  The men sat on the right-hand side, while the women 
occupied the opposite corner on the platform’s left.  We had what would be 
described as a typical Appalachian-style worship service.  The people would 
come shaking hands, brothers hugging brothers, sisters hugging sisters, the 
little place filled with such a warm feeling of love, kindness and humility, as 
the congregation came together to worship.

Brother & Sister Seeley

The Old Church Basement

Old Church

Old Church Cager McQueen

First Sunday School Class

Aunt Bonnie
and Pastor Tom

“Basement Church”

Dewey & Stella Sizemore

Charter of the Church - 1954

the little place filled with 
such a warm feeling of love, 

kindness and humility



MISSIONS AND OUTREACH

From its beginning as a prayer meeting 
in 1953, Community Family Church 

has faithfully supported both home and 
world missions. For more than seven decades, Pastor Tommy Bates and the CFC 
family have remained committed to fulfilling Christ’s command to take the Gospel to 
every nation.

This year, CFC WOW Missions continues to invest in ministries that are changing 
lives, both spiritually and physically, around the world.

MISSIONS REPORT
by Karen Campbell

Missionaries Dale and Evelyn Yerton are 
celebrating 59 years of ministry in Mexico. 
Through Living Faith Network, they 
strengthen pastors and Christian leaders 
across the globe with sound biblical 
teaching. Their book Foundation Truth 
has now been translated into 44 languages 
and is being used in more than 80 nations, 
with Swahili being the newest translation.

For 35 years, Pat and Mary Lynn Franks 
have faithfully served in Cuba. Through 
Elim Bible School, they continue 
equipping pastors for ministry while 
also responding to critical humanitarian 
needs. As Cuba faces ongoing power 
outages, food shortages, and limited 
medical supplies, CFC has helped 
provide food and medical assistance to 
families through their ministry.

Daniel and Christina Coffield of 
Global Grace Ministries have touched 
countless lives throughout India this 
year by providing school uniforms, 
college education, water wells, bicycles 
for pastors, food for a leper colony, 
and sewing machines for women living 
in a widow’s home. Their ministry 
demonstrates the love of Christ by caring 
for both body and soul.

Robbie Grubbs Ministries has preached 
the Gospel in Hong Kong and Mexico this 
year and is preparing to return to Hong 
Kong while new doors are opening in 

Burkina Faso, Africa. His ministry center 
in Kentucky is also training evangelists 
and reaching local communities and 
schools with the message of Jesus Christ.

Through Helping Hands of Christ, led 
by Henry Smith, churches continue 
to be built in Honduras. Construction 
is also underway on a much-needed 
medical clinic that will serve the local 
community under the leadership of a 
Spirit-filled physician.

In Israel, Dugit Ministries is working 
to purchase a property that will house a 
prayer tower, congregation, and ministry 
offices. They also continue providing 
food, supplies, and practical assistance 
to families and soldiers affected by 
the ongoing war. This year’s national 
Women’s Conference welcomed more 
than 800 women from congregations 
across Israel.

The needs around the world are great, 
but God’s provision is greater. As of 
mid-July, CFC WOW Missions has 
raised more than $85,000 to support 
missionaries, ministries, churches, and 
humanitarian outreach across the globe.

“…that repentance and remission of sins 
should be preached in His name among 
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” — 
Luke 24:47 KJV
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This May, we held our first-ever 5K trail run to support families who 
have lost an immediate family member while serving our great 
country. We recognize that all gave some, but some gave all. The 
Freedom Isn’t Free 5K was a reminder that many have selflessly 
laid down their lives for our freedom as Americans, and that Christ 
also laid His life down for our freedom from sin. We partnered with 
Special Forces Association Chapter 38, which directly supports Gold 
Star families. With the help of our sponsors and runners, we were 
able to raise $1,500 for these families!
 
On July 18, we held our annual backpack drive-thru 
outreach where God enabled us to “cast a net” 
that reached 650 elementary, middle, and high 
school students across the tri-state. 65 volunteers 
ministered for two hours giving the hope of Jesus 
Christ (Four people got saved!). You have most likely 
heard it said around CFC, “We are blessed, and we 
will be a blessing to others.” With all that the Lord 
has done for us, it is our responsibility to reach out 
into our communities with the hope of Christ.
 
I recently read Proverbs 3:27 NIV, a powerful verse that says, “Do 
not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in your 
power to act”. If you have followed along on our journey to the new 
sanctuary, you may be surprised to know that, even in the midst of 
this enormous financial mountain, God has still enabled us to meet 
the physical needs of our community more than ever before. This 
year, we added the Freedom Isn’t Free 5K to our CFC4 outreach 
calendar and are continuing to explore additional ways to reach our 
community! The Lord has empowered us to act, not to withhold.

Pastor Caleb Farfsing • Youth/Outreach Pastor
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65
volunteers

FREEDOM ISN'T FREE 5K RUN

students
650

“We are blessed, 
and we will be 
a blessing to 

others.”
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Nothing screams “childhood nostalgia” quite like 
summer camp. Making friendship bracelets, swimming in 
the lake, and hot summer days with friends—does it get 
any better than that? 

We would argue yes! In addition to making memories 
that will last a lifetime, every aspect of our Kids Camp 
was centered  on Christ. From the games we played 
to the activities provided, this special weekend was 
designed to reveal the truth of the Gospel to our 
campers.

This year, we took 92 campers to Kids Camp, where 
we spent three days filled with shaving cream wars, 
laughter, and teaching children what it means to be 
saved by the Lord. 

During our evening services, we saw children at the 
altars each night encouraging one another, pressing 
into the presence of the Lord, worshiping, and praying 
through to salvation! Upon our return, two children were 
baptized as a public declaration of their faith in Jesus. 

Psalm 77:11 says, “I will remember the deeds of the Lord. 
Yes, I will remember your miracles of long ago.” We pray 
that as these children return home, the encounters they 
had with the Holy Spirit at Kids Camp will remain seared 
into their memories. As they grow older, may the deeds 
the Lord performed this year remain as fresh as the day 
they happened.

CFC KIDS & IMPACT YOUTH

We took a group of about 150 people to Kids Camp this year!

Our children spent time each day praying 
and worshiping with their friends!

CFC Kids pray hard and play hard.

Each year after Kids Camp, 
we have a tradition to host an 

outdoor baptism for our children.
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Impact Youth attends Barbourville Pentecostal 
Youth Camp (BPYC) in Barbourville, Kentucky, 
every summer. Community Family Church has 
been sending teenagers to the camp since 1967, 
and this consistency has paid off in countless 
teens experiencing a life-changing moment with 
Jesus. I was one of those teens who was saved, 
baptized in the Holy Ghost, and called into the 
ministry on the grounds of BPYC. My heart and 
prayer going into this year was that our teens 
would leave with the same testimony that I have. 

We loaded up the buses with 63 teenagers, some 
of whom had never felt the moving of the Spirit. 
The responsibility was great, but the anticipation 
of these teens having an encounter with Jesus 
was even greater! 

Jesus said in Matthew 7:7-8 NKJV, “Ask, and it will 
be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, 
and it will be opened to you. For everyone who 
asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to 
him who knocks it will be opened.” 

Our Impact students didn’t wait until Thursday 
night to begin asking, but pressed in for more 
of God as soon as we arrived. They asked and 
received; they sought and found; they knocked 
and it was opened. 

The challenges that some of our students 
have faced in life would break any reasonable 
person’s heart. But like the four men who ripped 
the roof off to get their paralyzed friend into the 
presence of Jesus, I knew that if they could just 
get in the “room,” their anger would turn into joy, 
depression would turn into peace, suicide would 
turn into a reason to live, and circumstances 
would turn into the groundwork for a testimony 
that would shake the very gates of hell. 

I’m pleased to share that we had 5 students 
give their life to Christ; 4 returned to Christ; 16 
were baptized in the Holy Ghost; 6 were healed; 
and 7 were called into the ministry. 

What a reminder of why we fast and pray! 
I want to personally thank you for joining us in 

by Pastor Caleb Farfsing

praying and seeking the heart of God on behalf of our students. BPYC 
2026 was one for the books!

Impact Youth also had the opportunity to go on a mission's trip 
to Monterrey, Mexico, where our team ministered to over 500 
teenagers at a youth camp. As Pastor Tom says, the true gospel will 
work anywhere in the world. We realized the truth in that statement, 
as hundreds of teenagers experienced the life-giving power of 
surrendering to Christ. 

As I write this, I feel as John the beloved might have felt when he said 
in John 21:25 NKJV, “And there are also many other things that Jesus 
did, which if they were written one by one, I suppose that even the 
world itself could not contain the books that would be written. Amen.”
 
The eight students on our team had never been on a mission trip 
before. The Spirit of God that is on the inside of them, however, has 
been on many mission trips, so it was not surprising to see their lack 
of experience vanish as God used them to make way for the Gospel 
to reach the hearts of the youth in Mexico. 

I encourage you to support your youth in getting their passports and 
help prepare them to answer the call to take Jesus to the nations!
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The Ralph Byrley Center, at the back of the church campus, hosts many 
memorable moments for the CFC family. From church dinners and men’s 
ministry gatherings to archery practice, it’s a place filled with life. But 
every Wednesday night, it becomes home to one of my favorite groups of 
people–our United Young Adults. They are hungry for God, committed to 
growing in His Word, and learning how to follow Him through the unique 
challenges of this season of life.

Over the past few months, the Lord has impressed on my heart the 
importance of teaching our young adults that victory isn’t just something 
we experience at the finish line. Through His Word, we see that God 
desires for us to live victoriously every day, in every season, regardless of 
our circumstances.

Matthew 9:20-22 tells the story of the woman with the issue of blood. 
After suffering for twelve years, she reached Jesus and was healed. Many 
people see victory only in the miracle, but I believe she carried victory long 
before that moment. For twelve years, she kept believing, reaching, and 
hoping. Disappointment never stole her determination. She trusted God for 
something she had never seen before, and her faith led her to her miracle.

That’s the kind of victory God wants us to walk in. No matter where you are 
in life, how long you’ve been waiting, or how difficult the journey has been, 
every day you choose not to quit is a day of victory. Galatians 6:9 reminds 
us not to grow weary in doing good because, in due season, we will reap if 
we do not give up. Every faithful step is planting seeds for a future harvest.

I see that truth lived out every Wednesday night. Joseph Grayson faithfully 
leads us in worship while balancing the demands of EMS training and 
preparing for firefighter school. Kenzie Bell is building both a career and a 
church family after moving here following college. Jake and Alyssa Farley 
faithfully serve in United and the nursery while preparing to welcome their 
second child. Their journeys may look different, but they share the same 
victory: remaining faithful to God one day at a time. And that’s the kind of 
victory worth celebrating.

No matter where you are in life, how long 
you’ve been waiting, or how difficult the 

journey has been, every day you choose not 
to quit is a day of victory. 

by Jay Drayton

UNITED YOUNG ADULTS



Just as a garden requires 
dedicated care–trimming away 
unwanted weeds and cultivating 
an environment that encourages 
growth–our spiritual lives follow 
the same pattern. The Bible teaches 
us in Galatians 6 not to grow weary 
in doing good, for in due season 
we will reap if we do not give up. 
This urges us to examine the seeds 
we are planting daily in our lives 
as Kingdom Builders. We want to 
sow seeds of encouragement, faith, 
truth, and the life-giving hope that 
is found in Jesus!

The Kingdom Builders class has 
been witnessing real examples 
of reaping the harvest of sowing 
in the Spirit. Brother Jeremy 
Mattingly shared an amazing 
testimony of God’s miraculous 
provision of a job after a 
prolonged and difficult search. 
Not only did the Lord provide 
a job, but Brother Jeremy was 
also baptized in the Holy Spirit 
during this time of prayer and 
seeking. Hearing testimonies like 
this builds faith in the lives of 
those who hear them, reminding 
us that God is faithful to supply 
all our needs—both physical and 
spiritual!
              	
Outside the four walls of our 
class, Minister Josh Knight from 
Kingdom Builders has been 
witnessing great moves of God 
while evangelizing. Services have 
included salvations, lives set free 
from addiction, and altars filled 
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KINGDOM BUILDERS

by Sarah Knight

As we move from spring to summer in Kentucky, new growth and life are everywhere. Gardens are 
flourishing in backyards and those who have sown and planted are beginning to see the fruit of their 
labor. In this same way, Pastor Terry Taylor of the Kingdom Builders class has been challenging us 
to examine what we are sowing in our lives spiritually.

Brother Jeremy Mattingly sharing his powerful 
testimony of God’s provision

with people seeking the Holy 
Spirit. This is a powerful reminder 
that everywhere we go is fertile 
ground for the seed of God’s Word 
to be sown.

We may never know how far a 
single seed of faith will grow. But 
Jesus reminds us in Matthew 13 
that a seed planted in good ground 
can produce thirtyfold, sixtyfold, 
and a hundredfold. When we sow 
in obedience, God will bring the 
increase!

Minister Josh Knight evangelizing and building the Kingdom
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CFC MEN’S FIGHT CLUB

In a modern world of short-form content, 
15-second clips, doomscrolling, and the 
need to take ideas and moments and cut 
them into bite-size pieces, something has 
been lost. 

As the leadership team of Fight Club 
looked at the men in our church, we 
asked, “What will help us live a godly 
life?” We decided context was important. 
This is why, when you come to a monthly 
meeting, you will often hear entire 
chapters of the Bible read and discussed.

As a church, we believe in the inerrancy 
and infallibility of the Word of God. 
Second Timothy 3:16-17 CSB tells us 
“All Scripture is inspired by God, and is 
profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for 
correcting, for training in righteousness, 
so that the man of God may be complete, 

by Craig Browning

equipped for every good work.” The 
idea that all of our church doctrine is 
built on the Bible is no small thing. Solo 
Scriptura—by Scripture alone. As such, 
Fight Club believes that the context of 
every verse, in every chapter, of every 
book is important, and worth our time to 
read and discuss.

Whether it is a character study of the life 
of David or one of Paul’s letters to the 
churches, we take the time to read the 
surrounding context and how it helps us 
walk in wisdom in our own lives. If you 
have never joined us for a meeting, or if 
you haven’t been a part of a gathering 
structured like this, we would love for you 
to join us and add to the conversation. 
Join us as we break bread, fellowship with 
one another, and discuss the Scriptures in 
context. 

CONTEXT CONTEXT

“As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.”
Proverbs 27:17 NASB

in
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CFC WOMEN’S MINISTRY

hen we consider oil and water within the confines of 
the laws of nature, they are deemed incompatible. As 

a chosen generation and royal priesthood, however, we thrive 
within the confines of God’s Spirit realm, which characterizes 
oil and water to exist symbiotically. In the Kingdom of God, they 
work together, with one preceding the other.  

As daughters of the King, it is essential that we maintain the 
oil of intimacy through prayer, obedience to God’s Word, 
and dependence on the Holy Spirit. In doing so, we position 
ourselves to receive the rain of God’s presence, blessing, and 
outpouring. 

It was May of 2013 and we had just celebrated our son Ethan’s 
first birthday. Later in the week, I discovered something that 
brought an instant alarm to my mind. Soon after, I made an 
appointment with my primary care physician to discuss a knot 
on the left side of my chest. Upon assessment, my physician 
stated, “I’m not concerned about the knot on the left side. I 
am, however, recommending that you see Radiology as soon 
as possible to examine this one on your right side.” A wave of 
nausea washed over me as the heaviness of fear and uncertainty 
swirled through my mind. I was faced with a situation completely 
out of my control.

I scheduled the Radiology appointment and drove home in 
complete silence. When I walked into the house, I shared the 
update with my husband and we prayed. I grabbed my Bible 
and spent the next five days reading and writing scripture after 
scripture of God’s Word, as I encouraged myself in Him and His 
Faithfulness. I allowed His promises to wash over my mind as I 
spoke them in prayer over the situation. I hid myself away in a 
secret place with the Most High and rested in the shadow of the 
Almighty, free from fear and filled with peace. All the while, I 
could still feel the knot that remained in its place. 

The Expectation of an Oil-Keeper 
in the Kingdom of God
by Megan Bates

On the day of the appointment, I remember sitting in a hospital 
gown in a room by myself; with my hand on the knot, I spoke 
out loud, “Lord, I am willing to walk with You through anything.” 
I was called back for imaging, and the Radiology technician 
began scanning the area of concern. She ran the device back 
and forth, and after several minutes in silence, she left the room. 
She returned with the Radiologist, who scanned the area again. 
She then set the device down and said, “I am so sorry to have 
wasted your time today. I’m not seeing anything of concern.” I 
immediately sat up and placed my hand on the exact location 
where the knot had been—it was completely gone. The only words 
I could say were, “Jesus! Thank you, Jesus! Jesus! Jesus!” Through 
this circumstance, Jesus Christ led me through the principle of His 
Word: as I chose to keep the oil, He released the rain.

In the Word of God, we see how the wise virgins kept oil in their 
lamps and were ready for the bridegroom’s arrival (Matthew 25: 
1-13). Likewise, God promises in Hosea 6:3 NKJV to pour out 
His Spirit like rain upon those who seek Him: “He will come 
to us like the rain,” and in Isaiah 44:3 NIV He says, “I will pour 
water on the thirsty land and streams on the dry ground; I will 
pour out My Spirit on your offspring, and My Blessing on your 
descendants.” Throughout Scripture, God uses oil to represent 
the anointing and work of the Holy Spirit, while rain symbolizes 
God’s blessing, refreshing, and outpouring. When we commit to 
being keepers of the oil, we can expect God to release His rain 
over our lives–and those around us–for His Glory!

As faithful oil-keepers, we are entrusted to carry the anointing 
of the Holy Spirit and ensure that the flame of revival, faith, 
and devotion continues to flow through generations until Jesus 
Christ returns!

My prayer is that the hearts of His daughters would be quickened 
by the Power of the Holy Spirit and established as oil-keepers in 
the Kingdom of God—expecting a mighty outpouring to follow! 

MEGAN BATES
leads the Women’s Ministry at CFC. Alongside her husband, 
Joshua, and their four children, they consider their service to the 
Lord in His Kingdom one of the greatest joys of their lives. 



them. It was a moment of impartation and a declaration that 
ministry happens wherever God places you.
 
4. Looking Ahead with Expectation: 
As the celebration came to a close, the 
room was filled with joy, gratitude, 
and anticipation. Graduates left with 
certificates in their hands, but more 
importantly, with renewed purpose in 
their hearts. They are ready to teach, 
lead, serve, pray, love, and carry the 
message of Jesus Christ wherever He 
sends them. Their journey does not end 
here—it begins. 
 

5. Who Are These Graduates? This 
year’s graduating class represents a 
beautifully diverse group of believers—
teachers, parents, young adults, 
professionals, and longtime church 
members—each carrying a unique 
calling. Some feel led to pastoral 
ministry; others to evangelism, 
worship, outreach, or discipleship. 
Still others sense God calling them 
to be lights in the marketplace, using 

their careers as platforms for Kingdom influence. What unites 
them is a shared commitment to live out the Great Commission 
with maturity, compassion, and boldness. Their training has 
equipped them not only with knowledge but also with spiritual 
depth and confidence in God’s leading. 
 
6. A New Season Begins: The 
School of Ministry celebrates 
the accomplishments of the 2026 
graduating class and stands with them 
as they boldly step into the next season 
of their calling. Their faithfulness over 
the past year is only the beginning of 
what God will do through them. 

1. Stepping into Divine Purpose: 
From the opening prayer to the final 
blessing, the atmosphere carried a 
strong sense of divine calling. This 
was not simply a ceremony; it was a 
commissioning—a sacred moment 
in which graduates were affirmed, 
empowered, and released to take 
their place in the Body of Christ. Each 
graduate stepped forward with the 
understanding that God’s call is not 
abstract but deeply personal, purposeful, and timely. 
 

2. A Journey of Growth and 
Transformation: Throughout 
the year, graduates walked a 
path that stretched their faith, 
deepened their understanding 
of Scripture, and strengthened 
their character. Through 
study, classroom discussions, 

prayer groups, ministry opportunities, and mentorship, God 
refined them and revealed new dimensions of His purpose. 
Many described this season as one of “breaking, rebuilding, 
and becoming,” as their spiritual roots grew deeper and their 
confidence in God’s voice grew stronger. For these students, the 
School of Ministry became fertile ground—a place where their 
calling was clarified, their gifts were awakened, and their hearts 
were shaped for lifelong service.
 
3. A Ceremony Marked by Worship and Commissioning: The 
graduation ceremony opened with a powerful time of worship, 
inviting the presence of God to fill the room. The School of 
Ministry Director Lane Farley offered heartfelt encouragement, 
reminding graduates that ministry is not a title but a lifestyle—
one marked by obedience, humility, perseverance, and 
unwavering dependence on the Holy Spirit. As each name 
was called, applause echoed through the sanctuary. Graduates 
received their certificates and then stood beside Pastor Bates for 
photos—a moment capturing both accomplishment and calling. 
The ceremony concluded with a commissioning prayer, sending 
each graduate into the unique ministry God has prepared for  

In a sanctuary filled with worship, anticipation, and heartfelt joy, the School of 
Ministry honored its 2026 graduating class—a remarkable group of men and women 
who have spent the past year preparing to serve God and others with greater depth, 
clarity, conviction, and purpose.

Family members, pastors, mentors, and friends gathered to witness a milestone that 
represented far more than academic achievement. It marked a year of profound 
spiritual transformation.
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Vision is often confused with the completion of a dream. What is not taken into consideration 
is who gave the vision, what is needed to bring the vision to pass and why the vision was given 
in the first place. In the Old Testament, according to the prophet Isaiah, vision is synonymous 
with the word burden. Isaiah 22:1 KJV reads, “The burden of the valley of vision. What aileth 
thee now, that thou art wholly gone up to the housetops?” 

Where there is no vision, the people perish: 
but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.

Proverbs 29:18 KJV

by Bishop Elect Marvin L. Winans

As we attempt to answer these three 
questions—1) Who gave the vision? 2) What is 
needed to bring the vision to pass? and 3) Why 
the vision?—we must see the vision as a burden, 
an albatross without the desire of the person 
who receives it.  

The answer to question number one is this: If God 
has inspired your heart to see something that is 
not yet there, to begin a task that others think is 
impossible and unnecessary, even though it may 
create a flame of excitement when it is initiated, 
it will not be long before it becomes a burden. Yet 
you can never forget that it is God’s vision and 
that He has privileged you to bring it to fruition. 

There are components to every vision that God 
gives. The one that stands out is that the vision is 
not just for the person who receives the burden 
to fulfill it; it is for many people. Therefore, 
Habakkuk 2:2-3 KJV gives explicit instructions to 
the visionary:

“Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, 
that he may run that readeth it. For the vision is 
yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall 

speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; 
because it will surely come, it will not tarry.” 

This brings us to the second question: What is 
needed to bring the vision to pass? 

The burden will intensify if you are looking to 
your own resources to complete the task. God is 
in the business of giving something so big that 
you, in and of yourself, cannot do it. Yet you are 
so connected to the vision that you can feel it is 
yours–and to a certain degree, it is. 

God is very detailed, and when He gives you 
the download, you must be particular about 
every facet of the construct. The Standard Bible 
translates Proverbs 29:18 KJV in this way: “Where 
there is no vision, the people cast of restraint...” 
When you are involved in kingdom building, 
you must be disciplined. There will be sacrifices 
required of you that others may not understand. 

Discipline is required to stay the course: “though 
it tarry, wait for it.”  During the long days and 
never-ending nights, wait for it. When people you 
were depending on leave you, wait for it. When 

you are over budget or can’t meet your budget, 
wait for it. God will test your faith in ways you 
cannot imagine!

Hold on to the Word of God, Philippians 4:19 KJV: 
“But my God shall supply all your need according 
to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” 

Everything you will ever need, He already has.

Lastly, we come to the question: why the vision? 

I think this question is best answered in Isaiah 
46:10-11 KJV: where it reads, “Declaring the end 
from the beginning, and from ancient times the 
things that are not yet done, My counsel shall 
stand, and I will do all my pleasure: Calling 
a ravenous bird from the east, the man that 
executeth my counsel from a far country: yea, I 
have spoken it, I will also bring it to pass; I have 
purposed it, I will also do it.” 

Why? Because God deems it necessary. The 
Almighty is wiser than man, and He has a perfect 
understanding of what the end will be before the 
beginning has even started. He knows whom to 
give the vision–or burden–to.  Because He has 
chosen you, your fingerprints will be all over the 
vision when it comes to pass. 

The visionary must always keep in the forefront 
of his mind that, even though God is using you, 
the battle belongs to Him. Make II Chronicles 
20:15 KJV your theme:

“And he said, Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, and thou king 
Jehoshaphat, Thus saith the Lord unto you, Be 
not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great 
multitude; for the battle is not yours, but God’s.” 

What an opportunity to assist God as He 
downloads His purpose and will into you. This 
is why worry and anxiety do not come from the 
Lord. He is fully capable of completing the work. 

Stand firm in what God has told you to do, 
knowing the truth of Ephesians 1:11 KJV:

“In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, 
being predestinated according to the purpose of 
him who worketh all things after the counsel of 
His own will.”

BISHOP ELECT 
MARVIN L. WINANS
pastors Perfecting Church in 
Detroit, Michigan. 
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Chicken and Dumplings
with Mountain Cookin’ Missy

My great-aunt, Lucy Sizemore Bowling, was 
born in 1898 in Clay County, Kentucky.

I spent many summers at her house, and I’ll 
always remember her cooking the very best 
meals. She played such a big role in inspiring me 
to cook and in shaping my passion for preserving 
true Appalachian culture and food.

I can still picture the day this photo was taken 
like it was yesterday—I was about 6 years old, 
holding a carton of Pet chocolate milk. 

What I remember most about Aunt Lucy was 
her chicken and dumplings. Her way of talking 
was just like her cooking—slow and easy. She’d 
tell us stories from her childhood while shuffling 
around that little kitchen, apron tied on, made 
from cotton flour sacks and fastened with what 
she called “latch pins” (the hillbilly word for 
safety pins).

Her dumplings were the flat kind, rolled out thin 
and perfect, made with a fresh chicken right out 
of the backyard. She’d say, “You need a fat’n (fat 
one) to make ’em good!”—and she was right.
I loved her so much, and I’m thankful for those 
memories. She was Mommy’s “favorite aunt,” 
and she was my favorite great-aunt, too. She 
passed away at the age of 97. A lot of knowledge 
went with her, but I’m grateful I caught just a 
smidgen of it to pass along to the world. I’m 
blessed to have known her!

And little did I know, sittin’ on that 70s-style 
couch with her, that one day I would be inspired 
to start Mountain Cookin' with Missy from my 
roots in rural Appalachia—reaching millions of 
folks who love a taste of true mountain cookin’. 

Aunt Lucy and Missy Jones

 “You need a fat’n (fat one) to 
make ’em good!”



For the Chicken
1.	 Add bouillon cubes to the broth. Let them dissolve while you make the dumplings.
2.	 You'll need about 2-3 quarts of broth, according to how much gravy you like.
        Adding the bouillon cubes to the broth helps to ensure the flavor doesn't get diluted.

Make the Dumplings
3.	 Combine flour, salt, baking powder, and lard.
4.	 Cut the lard into the flour with a fork or your hands, till it is coarse-like cornmeal.
5.	 Add buttermilk or broth, a little at a time, just till dough is wet enough to form a ball.
6.	 Cut the ball in fourths.
7.	 Roll each piece out on a floured surface, till about ¼-inch in thickness.
8.	 Cut into strips, then cut into 2-inch squares.
9.	 Toss the dumplings in flour to separate and coat them (helps make a good gravy).
10.	Drop dumplings into boiling broth, a few at a time.
11.	Push dumplings aside to make room.
12.	Do not stir. Shake the pot.
13.	Add the shredded chicken to the pot.
14.	Reduce heat to low. Cover. Let simmer for about 15 minutes.
15.	Salt and pepper to taste. I like plenty of black pepper.
16.	Serve immediately.
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Chicken and Dumplings
For the Chicken
1.  One fryer chicken, cooked. Remove from broth, 

shred and debone the chicken. Save the broth. Set 
chicken aside.

2.  2-3 chicken bouillon cubes for added flavor (I use 
Knorr brand)

3.  Salt and pepper to taste

For the Dumplings
1.  2 c. all-purpose flour (will need more for rolling)
2.  1 tsp salt
3.  1 tsp baking powder
4.  ½ c. lard or shortening (I prefer lard)
5.  1 c. buttermilk or 1 c. chicken broth (more or less)

Scan to watch Missy make Aunt Lucy’s Chicken and Dumplings
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CHRISTIAN TEACHING

“And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him 
to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they 
be things in earth, or things in heaven.” Colossians 1:20 KJV

By Donnie Swaggart

Myer Pearlman, an early Pentecostal 
scholar, speaking of Christ’s death 

said, “The outstanding event and central 
doctrine of the New Testament may be 
summed up in the words, Christ died for 
our sins.”
 
Christianity is unlike any religion in the 
world as it regards the place it assigns 
to the death of its founder. The gospel of 
Christianity centers around the person of 
Jesus Christ, but even more specifically, 
His death and resurrection.
 
Only in Christianity do we have 
redemption from sin, being accomplished 
through the sacrificial substitutionary 
death of the Son of God Himself.
 
In Colossians 1:20, the Apostle Paul brings 
to our attention truths that we as believers 
must thoroughly understand.
 
The phrase, “And, having made peace” 
speaks of justifying peace, which means 
all enmity has been removed between 
God and the believing sinner. Justification 
is the act of a thrice holy God, declaring 
the believing sinner not guilty, innocent, 
and perfect as though he had never 
sinned. This can be done because our 
performance is not based on what we do 
but on the performance of the Son of God, 
who is perfect. We just provide the faith.
 
In the mind of God, the moment we place 
our faith in Christ, God the Father places 

us into Christ. We are baptized into His 
death, buried with Him, and resurrected 
unto newness of life—all through Christ.

In the Greek, “to make peace” means “to 
bind together.” On the cross by His death, 
a holy God and sinful man are spiritually 
bound together. We are at one with Him.
 
The phrase, “through the blood of His 
cross,” presents to us the means of this 
great work—the cross of Christ. It was 
on the cross that the shedding of His 
blood satisfied the just demands of the 
broken law—“by Him to reconcile all 
things unto himself.” This is the doctrine of 
reconciliation, bringing God and man back 
together as one for those who believe.

His blood made atonement for sin and 
was the means of making reconciliation 
between God and man. Reconciliation 
means the restoration of a broken 
relationship to peace and harmony. God, 
through the death of His Son on Calvary’s 
cross, removed the barrier of sin that 
separated man from God thereby turning 
enemies into friends and bringing humanity 
back into fellowship with Himself.
 
George Williams said, “By His 
atoning death it pleased God to 
reconcile both heaven and earth 
into Himself, for sin had estranged 
both; and so efficacious (effective) 
is that atonement that it places 
men before His throne, holy and 

unblameable and unreproveable, men who 
by nature were alienated and by conduct 
were wicked.”
 
Reconciliation between God and man is 
twofold. A holy God is reconciled in that 
justice has been satisfied at the cross, and 
sinful man is reconciled in that his attitude 
of enmity toward God is changed to one of 
friendship.
 
The phrase, “by him, I say, whether they be 
things in earth, or things in heaven,” refers 
to two things.
 
First of all, it means that the whole universe, 
material as well as spiritual, will one day be 
restored back to harmony with God, which 
Paul would address in I Corinthians 15.
 
Second, it refers to all believers being fully 
reconciled to the Lord.

In all of this, we see the great truth of the 
cross of Christ. Everything that Christianity 
stands for and proclaims is wrapped up in 
the cross of Christ.

Peace through
The Blood

of His Cross

In 1707, Isaac Watts wrote:
Alas! and did my Savior bleed,
And did my Sovereign die!
Would he devote that sacred head
for sinners such as I?
 
At the cross, at the cross, where I first saw the light,
And the burden of my heart rolled away,
It was there by faith I received my sight,
And now I am happy all the day!DONNIE SWAGGART

is an evangelist and pastor of Family Worship 
Center Church in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
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currently serves as the Administrative Bishop 
of Tennessee for the Church of God.  

Where do we stand in relation to sin? (1 John 3:4-9)

Where do we stand in relation to our brothers and 
sisters in Christ? (1 John 3:11-17)

Where do we stand in our prayer life? (1 John 3:22)

By Dr. Timothy M. Hill

"A spiritual checkup today may prevent 
spiritual tragedy tomorrow."

John is literally saying that believers who are looking for 
Christ’s return will desire to live pure lives. We cannot do 
this through our own efforts. None of us saved ourselves, 
and none of us were able to do such a work in our lives 
that we can boast of our own righteousness. We must 
continually place ourselves in a position where God’s grace 
can work in our lives. Day by day, as we walk in fellowship 
with Him, He continues to purify us. 

Notice also the urgency involved in this need for purity. 
Certainly, believers should strive to live holy lives at all times. 
Yet John seems to imply that when the coming of the Lord 
appears to be especially near, God’s people will have an even 
greater desire to ensure that we are ready for His coming.

In the story of the ten virgins, when did they trim their 
lamps? When they knew that the bridegroom could appear 
at any moment. Jesus is coming soon, yet many are living as 
though they do not expect Him.

In 1 John 3, John challenges us with a spiritual checklist of 
three important questions: 

Without a doubt, Jesus is coming again soon. Don’t 
become so occupied with this world and its distractions 
that you fail to maintain the basics of good Christian living. 
Checkup before it is too late! A spiritual checkup today may 
prevent spiritual tragedy tomorrow.

I John 3:2-3 NKJV says “Beloved, now we are the children 
of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, 
but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, 
for we shall see Him as He is. And everyone who has this 
hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.”

The importance of maintenance on a car isn’t fully 
appreciated until you are right in the middle of a long trip. 
Suddenly, that small, irritating rattle becomes a loud knock. 
Oil begins to leak, water is spraying everywhere, and steam 
rises from the radiator. What could have been prevented by 
routine maintenance becomes a major problem. 

The same principle applies to our health. Many people 
have learned painful lessons after postponing doctor 
visits or neglecting regular blood pressure checks. None 
of us like the cost or inconvenience that comes with 
maintenance. A simple checkup can seem expensive, 
but that expense is insignificant if it prevents far greater 
problems down the road. 

In 1 John 3, the beloved disciple seems to be urging 
believers to have a spiritual checkup. Let’s examine three 
important truths that John emphasizes before we look at 
the spiritual checklist he provides.

1.	    He is talking to believers.
•	 “Beloved, now we are the children of God.” 
•	 None of us here today have served God so long that 

we don’t need this message.
2.	 He is certain of the appearance of Jesus Christ.

•	 “When He is revealed, we shall be like him.” 
•	 John did not say if He shall appear; he said when He 

appears.
3.	 He calls believers to remain pure.

•	 “Everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself.”

BISHOP TIM HILL
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I had no idea what God had just started in my life as I sat watching a video of Pastor 
Tommy Bates singing "After While It'll All Be Over"! I watched it over and over with tears 
streaming from my eyes. I recognized the anointing of the Holy Ghost upon this man and 
felt hope in the lyrics of the song, but what did it mean for a person in my condition?

I had suffered from crippling anxiety 
and depression for the past 21 years. 
Having been officially diagnosed 
with Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, 
Persistent Depressive Disorder, and 
High-Functioning Autism, my therapist 
and psychiatrist said I would be on 
medication for the rest of my life. At 
44 years of age, I felt washed up and 
hopeless. The medication helped 
very little, and recurring seizures 
would periodically take away my 
ability to talk or walk for minutes, and 
at times hours, leaving me extremely 
tired and disoriented. It would take 
days for my body to fully recover. 
Suicide seemed to be the only way of 
ending this nightmare!
 
I started pastoring my first church 
at 23 years of age, had pastored 
three churches, preached almost 
every Sunday, and yet it seemed 
that God had no desire to heal or 
deliver me from this ongoing affliction. 
These afflictions had been with 
me since childhood, undiagnosed 
and untreated, but really began to 
negatively affect my life as a young 
adult. The pressure of pastoral 
ministry and the constant trauma 
that every pastor experiences only 
exacerbated my condition.
 
From childhood, I knew that I was 
not like everybody else. Although 
no one in my family ever said that 
directly to me, it was obvious that they 
recognized there was a difference. 
This brought a sense of shame and 
inferiority that was crippling. Why 

would God allow me to have this 
handicap, call me to the ministry, and 
allow me to suffer from feelings of 
inadequacy, unworthiness, and the 
abuse of unkind people who thought 
every pastor must have an outgoing 
personality? I felt like I was the one 
person that God did not love!

 In Psalm 139:8 KJV, David writes of 
God's omnipresence: "If I make my 
bed in hell, behold thou art there." 
David writes this passage as a grown 
man, with the knowledge that he 
has the capacity to choose where he 
places his bed. It seemed to me that 
from childhood my cradle had been 
placed in hell, and that for me there 
was no way out! I did not choose 
these afflictions, and yet where 
was God in the never-ending daily 
torment? Would God find me here 
in the depths of a twenty-one-year 
emotional hell?

Thank God, he did find me! He came 
to me by means of a video of an 
anointed servant of God singing a 

song of hope! That video would start 
me on the road to deliverance. The 
route out of the insanity and torment 
ran through Pastor Tommy Bates and 
Community Family Church.
 
I visited CFC on the first Sunday in 
August 2022, where Pastor Bates 
prayed for me and God instantly 
healed and delivered me from all 
seizures and symptoms. He has 
enabled me to live life without any 
type of antidepressant, antiseizure, or 
anticonvulsant medication.
 
My life is totally different today 
because of God’s ability to reach into 
situations that cannot be reached 
by man. Psychiatrists, therapists, 
medicine, and even ministers could 
not reach me, but God specializes in 
reaching those who are beyond the 
reach of any man.
 
David, in Psalm 139:8, proclaims a 
precious truth: that no matter where 
we may find ourselves, we are never 
beyond God's reach! One of hell's 
most destructive lies is that God 
cannot help you now, that you are 
on your own. But the glorious truth 
of Psalm 139:8 breaks upon the 
tormented soul like a resurrecting ray 
from Christ's empty tomb! Because he 
lives, no one is ever beyond his reach!

BEYOND HIS REACH by Pastor Justin Uselton

is an ordained 
Assembly of God 
minister and serves as 
pastor of Rocky Branch 
Assembly of God in 
Farmerville, Louisiana.

G. JUSTIN 
USELTON 
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by Dan Harris

Our great nation was founded on Godly 
principles. We are a powerful nation, 

and the motto of our mighty military is no 
soldier will ever be left behind enemy lines.

NO SOLDIER
LEFT BEHIND

Recently, a U.S. Air Force F-15 Strike Eagle Jet was shot down 
on Good Friday behind enemy lines. The pilot and a weapons 
system officer ejected from the crashing plane. The pilot was 
quickly found and rescued, but the weapons officer could not be 
found in the same vicinity. The parachute of the weapons officer 
carried him about forty miles away into the hill country of Iran. 
Remember, forty is a number often associated in Scripture with 
trials and testing. This soldier's faith and survival skills were 
certainly tested. He was wounded, bleeding, and fearing capture 
by his adversary.

On Easter Sunday, I heard an inspiring message at Community 
Family Church in Independence, Kentucky. I journeyed back 
to my personal abode, relaxed in my favorite chair, and turned 
on Fox News to find the latest news regarding the lost soldier. 
Immediately, I heard the soldier had been found and was 
safely rescued.

The wounded soldier had climbed a high mountain to an elevation 
of seven thousand feet. He knew the signal from his rescue beacon 
would be stronger at higher elevation. The wounded soldier 
prayed to God that neither death nor the Iranian army would find 
him. It is a Biblical theme that many faithful men seeking direction 
from God go up to the top of a mountain.

For two days he climbed. He hid within the crevasse of a rock. The 
“death angel” passed over his hiding place. He wondered if this 
small cave might become his private tomb. This soldier was well 
trained and had strong survival skills, but he was badly wounded.

Death was knocking on his door. The brave soldier knew either 
God would take his spirit, or his comrades would come and 
rescue him from his hiding place.

God was working on the soldier's behalf. On Passover Friday, a 
rescue plan was devised by the soldier's superiors to go behind 
enemy lines and search for their weapons officer. The brave 
soldiers searching for him knew they were risking their own 
lives to find the one who was lost. They lived by their motto and 
their creed.

Two days passed, and the search continued. Then, suddenly 
on the morning of the third day, those searching heard a faint 
signal coming from his beacon on a nearby mountaintop. The 
rescue team landed where the signal was strongest and found the 
wounded soldier lying in his hiding place. They rescued him on 
Resurrection Sunday. It is a powerful reminder that neither the 
Lord or America and those who serve will ever stop searching 
for the one who is lost. When the wounded soldier was rescued, 
the first words from his mouth were: "God is good."

Jesus lives by the same promise found in Scripture. Hebrews 13:5 
tells us the Lord will never leave us or forsake us. All who are 
covered by His blood will have their own resurrection day. They 
will not be left behind enemy lines as the war between good 
and evil rages on the earth. Jesus will hear the signal from your 
spiritual beacon, and you will be saved. Then you will live for all 
eternity with the One who rescues you.

"Death was knocking on his door"

"God is good."

is an award-winning teacher, administrator, and 
author who has worked diligently in public and 
Christian education and is dedicated to God's Word.

DAN HARRISDAN HARRIS
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Ministry Leader: CFC/E4M Health & Wellness Ministry
Founder: Equipped4More Ministries
Her passion is to see the body of Christ living out their kingdom 
purpose: healthy, fit, and full of faith! To connect with this ministry, 
text “BEWELL” to 859-359-3997 or visit equipped4more.org

I’ve been involved in ministry for most of my life. Growing up in a tiny Southern Baptist church in the floodwall town of 
Dayton, Kentucky, I was often one of the youngest people in the congregation. Most of our members were older adults, 
many of them senior citizens. By the time I entered high school, there were only two students left in my Sunday School 
class. As a result, the natural next step was for me to begin teaching the children coming up behind me.

This transitioned into many other roles over the years: Missions and Music for VBS, 
teaching a young adults' Sunday School class, and serving in many other ministry 
responsibilities.

As I transitioned into marriage and motherhood, my health became a priority. 
Struggling with weight and confidence, I found myself isolating when I should have 
been outside playing with my children, going to parks, and simply enjoying life. When 
God freed me from the 50 pounds that had hindered me physically and emotionally for 
so long, my journey of sharing His supernatural power in weight loss began.

Now, nearly 20 years later, the ministry He called me to begin has transformed and 
evolved in many ways. Like many who serve in ministry, there were seasons when 
I tried to walk away. But as I reflect on the journey, I realize this was never a path 
I chose—it was one God had been preparing and carving out for me all my life. 
Over the last year, I have felt Him whispering a new truth into my heart: "It's not a 
ministry; it's a mandate!"

Webster's Dictionary defines mandate as: an official order, an authoritative command, 
or a strong authorization to act.

I firmly believe that the CFC/E4M Health & Wellness Ministry has received a mandate 
for the Church—an authoritative command and call to move.

I know many will find this hard to hear, but the Body of Christ is very sick. Recent 
research suggests that nearly three-quarters (about 75%) of U.S. adults are 
either overweight or obese. And not just physically—we are sick spiritually and 
emotionally too.

Mental health challenges affect millions of Americans.

According to the CDC, 14.7% of U.S. adults reported frequent mental distress, 
meaning they experienced poor mental health on 14 or more days in the past month. 
Additionally, 12.1% of adults reported regular feelings of anxiety, and 4.8% reported 
regular feelings of depression.

Regular church attendance has declined significantly over the past several decades as 
well. In 1999, 70% of Americans said they belonged to a church. By 2024, that figure 
had fallen to 45%, reflecting a major shift in religious participation and affiliation.
We are desperate for healing but seeking the solution in all the wrong places.

We believe we have been strategically placed here "for such a time as this." And 
if we don't move forward with boldness, God will call someone else. But how many 
lives will be lost in the meantime if we refuse to take up our cross and go?
The last few months have been powerful for us. From hosting our very first Health & 
Wellness Expo to serving our guests at our fun and interactive Parfait Bar after service 
during our Spring Partners & Friends Conference, God has been moving.

But we are just getting started.

God is calling us to go forth boldly and present our bodies as a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable, and pleasing unto Him. And we are listening.

Each month, we gather together to explore powerful biblical truths and health topics, 
sharing the message that God's Word is sufficient to heal every affliction and that we 
can do all things through Christ who gives us strength. (And yes, that includes living 
healthy.)

Our mission is simple: We want to see the Body of Christ thriving—Spirit, Soul, and 
Body.

We'd love for you to join us on this journey! Mark your calendar to attend an 
upcoming Health & Wellness Gathering, held on the first Tuesday of every month 
at 6:45 PM on the campus of Community Family Church (and livestreamed for our 
out-of-town family).

Do you have a passion to see the Body of Christ living its best life? Join us in this 
mission. Just text BEWELL to 859-359-3997 and connect with us!

by Julie House

Serving up Healthy Parfaits at Spring Revival!

Our 1st Annual Health & Wellness Expo was such a Huge Success! 

Sources:
• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Obesity and Overweight FastStats, 2025
• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Mental Health FastStats, 2025
• Gallup, U.S. Church Membership Falls Below Majority for First Time, 2021; Gallup Trends, 2024
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Have you ever wondered why Israel is constantly in 
the news? Why does such a tiny nation command the 
attention of the entire world? Why is there so much 
controversy surrounding Israel and the Jewish people? 

by Sherri and Rabon Hensley

Israel occupies only about 0.01% of the earth’s landmass and roughly 0.2% 
of the land in the Middle East. Yet this small nation remains at the center of 
world attention, political debate, and spiritual conflict. Nations far larger in 
size and power continually focus on Israel. This is because Israel matters–
not just politically or historically, but spiritually and prophetically.

Against overwhelming odds, Israel still exists today. The Jewish people 
survived dispersion, persecution, exile, the Holocaust, terrorism, and 
relentless opposition. Empires have risen and fallen, but Israel remains. 
Israel’s preservation is rooted in something far deeper: the covenant and 
promises of God.

The story of Israel begins with God’s covenant with Abraham:

“I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you… and all peoples 
on earth will be blessed through you.” — Genesis 12:2–3 NIV

God later reaffirmed His covenant with Isaac and Jacob, whose descendants 
became the nation of Israel. Scripture declares that God’s promises to Israel 
are everlasting:

“For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.”— Romans 11:29 WEB

Even after centuries of exile, God promised He would bring the Jewish 
people back to their land:

“I will take you from among the nations… and bring you into your own 
land.” — Ezekiel 36:24 NKJV

In 1948, after nearly 2,000 years of dispersion, Israel became a nation again 
in a single day--something foretold in Scripture:

“Can a country be born in a day or a nation be brought forth in a 
moment?” — Isaiah 66:8 NIV

Today Israel stands as the only true democracy in the Middle East, protecting 
freedoms of speech, worship, and voting for citizens of many backgrounds 
and faiths.

At the same time, anti-Semitism has risen dramatically around the world 
in recent years. Hatred toward Jewish people has resurfaced on university 
campuses, in politics, the media, online platforms, and through violent 
attacks. Throughout history, the Jewish people have repeatedly faced blame 
and persecution simply for existing.

CHRISTIAN TEACHING

Why Israel Matters
The Bible warned that Jerusalem and Israel would become a point of 
global controversy:

“I will make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people.”
— Zechariah 12:3 KJV

The world’s disproportionate focus on Israel reflects exactly what Scripture 
foretold thousands of years ago. Why do other nations desire Israel’s 
land?  Because Israel is not only geographically important but spiritually 
significant. Jerusalem is sacred to Jews, Christians, and Muslims alike. More 
importantly, the land represents God’s covenant purposes. 

Throughout history–and even today--Israel has contributed tremendously 
to the world despite its tiny size. Through the Jewish people came the 
Bible, the prophets, and ultimately Jesus the Messiah. Much of the moral 
foundation of Western civilization has been shaped by biblical teachings that 
came through Israel.

Modern Israel has also become a world leader in medical research, 
agricultural innovation, cybersecurity, water purification, and technology. 
Israeli discoveries have helped nations around the world improve medicine, 
food production, and emergency response systems.

Israel has also transformed deserts into productive farmland, reflecting the 
words of Isaiah:

“The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice 
and blossom.” — Isaiah 35:1 NIV

Scripture also speaks about the importance of blessing Israel and the 
Jewish people:

“I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse.”
— Genesis 12:3 NIV

Many leaders have recognized the significance of supporting Israel and 
honoring Jewish heritage. The recent observance of Jewish American 
Heritage Month, including a national Sabbath observance proclamation, 
reflects a growing acknowledgment that the Jewish people and their history 
continue to hold an important place in our world today. 

God is not finished with Israel. The Apostle Paul wrote:

“Has God cast away His people? Certainly not!” — Romans 11:1 NKJV

Ultimately, Israel matters because, as long as God keeps his promises to 
Israel, humanity can trust that God remains faithful to every promise He has 
spoken:

“Thus says the Lord, who gives the sun for light by day and the fixed 
order of the moon and the stars for light by night… ‘If this fixed order 
departs from before Me,’ declares the Lord, ‘then the offspring of Israel 
also will cease from being a nation before Me forever.’”   — Jeremiah 
31:35–36 NASBRABON & SHERRI HENSLEY

have been faithful members of Community Family 
Church for 16 years, serving on the WOW Missions Board 
representing Israel and ministering as missionaries 
dedicated to outreach and support in Israel.
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TESTIMONY

by Kellie Bowles

n November 2020, David Baker started having constant nose bleeds. After 
doctors removed a polyp from his nose, what he and his wife, Jerilyn, thought 

was the cure was just the beginning of a test of their faith. Soon after surgery, his 
face began to swell, which they assumed to be an infection. His doctor ordered 
a CT scan, and the results shocked them both: Stage 4 
Nasal Cavity Melanoma. The diagnosis was grim. Surgery 
would cause severe facial disfigurement, and chemotherapy 
wouldn’t help this type of cancer. Hearing this grave news, 
Jerilyn immediately called their family to fast—they needed 
direction and healing.

is passionate about sharing her faith in Jesus and 
encouraging others in their walk with Christ.

WRITER & TEACHER

As they fasted and prayed, his face continued to swell, 
increasing in severity until he could barely eat or see out of 
his right eye. Despite the physical changes, their faith was 
not hindered. David and Jerilyn prayed several times a day, 
cursing the tumor and cancer, telling it to die. There were 
many people praying for David, not only his family, but also 
churches, both near and far. There were times that they felt 
at a loss for words, as if they were only repeating words. 
They were worn out and worn down from this sickness, yet 
they clung tighter to the Word, praying this verse: 

“This day I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses 
against you that I have set before you life and death, 
blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your 
children may live” (Deuteronomy 30:19 NIV).
 
His condition continued to worsen. The prayers were still 
coming, but there was no change. On Easter morning, Dr. 
Tom and Sid Renfro visited their church for a special prayer 
service.

Sid felt moved by the Holy Spirit to pray for David. She had 
prayed for Tom 20 years earlier—God had miraculously 
healed him of mantle cell lymphoma, a rare and aggressive 
type of cancer. 

Outside of her normal prayer posture, she placed her 
hands on his face and prayed a prayer she heard her father, 
Pastor Glen Sturgill, pray: “By this time tomorrow, this side 
of your face will look like the other side of your face.” The 
presence of God was palpable, and Jerilyn just knew God 
had touched David.
 
The next morning, David looked at himself in the mirror 
and saw the change. The swelling was almost gone! He 
told Jerliyn, “There is a change in my face! Do you see 

it?” She told him she had 
noticed it but was afraid to 
say anything. They went to 
eat with their family to see 
if anyone else noticed and 
they all did! They said the 

tumor was disappearing! Within a matter of days, the tumor 
was gone! 

His doctor ordered another CT, this one of his upper 
body to ensure the cancer hadn’t spread. The doctor was 
shocked when he saw the scan—David was cancer-free!
 
If you or someone you love is facing a similar situation, 
David and Jerilyn have words of encouragement for you.

“I’m thankful that God healed me. I’ve never doubted 
what God was capable of doing. I’ve always believed 
that He’s the healer. That He could heal cancer, 
that He could heal heart attacks, that He can heal 
anything that’s affected me. He can take care of it 
if we’ll just believe Him, and walk in His Word, and 
not let doubt and unbelief in because that stops the 
hand of God.
 
There are many people who have received a 
diagnosis like David, and I feel like they saw death. 
Maybe they’ve prepared for death. But I’d say don’t 
give up. Take His Word into your spirit and believe it 
with everything you’ve got because it’s what we did.”
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CHRISTIAN TEACHING

We are always pouring ourselves into something or someone, 
and that’s a beautiful thing. However, if you give out more than 
you take in, spiritual, emotional, and physical depletion are 
inevitable. We must allow God to pour back into us. Here’s the 
good news: the Lord is ready, willing, and able to replenish us!

My mom once shared a revelation with me of how much the 
Lord loves mothers. She shared how Jesus paused His purpose 
on the Cross to arrange care for His mother. He raised the 
widow of Nain’s only son. He ministered to the Syrophoenician 
mother whose daughter was vexed by demons. So please 
understand that Jesus sees you, and He is ready to help!

In John 10:10, Jesus said that He came to give us an abundant 
life. Simply put, He came so we could operate out of overflow. 
God didn’t send Jesus to save us, then leave us here to figure 
out life. He invested too much to let us dry up and wither away. 
If He saved us, then He will strengthen us for whatever He has 
called us to!

Remember what Christ told the Samaritan woman at the well: 
the Lord would pour into her and she would become a well of 
living water, pouring out to others. She could operate out of her 
overflow if she stayed connected to Him. We can operate from 
that same place of overflow.

If our cups aren’t full, we aren’t as effective for others. God 
desires our cups to be full for the advancement of His Kingdom.
How do we connect to the never-ending supply of strength? 
Isaiah 44:1-4 gives us a blueprint.

We must position ourselves to hear (Isaiah 44:1).
We must be in the right place to hear. Yes, God can speak 
directly to you, but He also speaks through spiritual leaders. In 
the text, Isaiah delivers a “thus saith the Lord.”  When the Lord 
speaks, we must be present to receive it (ref. Jeremiah 23:4, 
Psalm 92:12-15, Ephesians 4:11-12).

We must perceive God as our ONLY source (Isaiah 44:2-3)
The tendency in our modern culture is to try everything and 
everyone else before going to God. How do you feel as a parent 

STRENGTH
An Endless Supply of

when your child goes to friends, teachers, or coworkers for 
help first? How does it feel when you are the last to know? Most 
likely, hurt. The same is true for our Father.

Another substitute for God is self-care. The world says self-care 
fills the cup you pour from. The problem is that God never 
promotes this ideology. Jesus invites us in Matthew 11:28-30 to 
come to Him to find rest for our souls.

Massages and manicures do not fix spiritual dryness. Luxurious 
vacations cannot refresh your spirit. Acts 3:19 says that times 
of refreshing come from the presence of the Lord. Wine will 
not soothe pain, and drugs will not heal hurts. Our help comes 
from the Lord! (Psalm 121:2)

We must prepare to receive (Isaiah 44:3).
No matter how dire our situation may be, God can help. The 
Lord said, “I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods 
upon the dry ground.” Never forget that with God, it is never too 
late, and nothing is ever too far gone. If He raised the Widow of 
Nain’s son, He will do it again. If you are tired or ready to give up, 
God’s got you. Just set out your cup and receive!

An endless supply of strength is available to us all. Isaiah 26:4 
KJV confirms this stating: “Trust ye in the Lord forever: for in 
the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength.”

Women play a tremendous role in our society. Some are wives, mothers, and 
business owners. Others are performing at high levels while working through 
trauma and grief. Some are “superwomen,” caring for ailing spouses or aging 
parents while still raising children.

If you are tired or ready to give 
up, God’s got you. Just set out 
your cup and receive!

is the wife of Pastor Jonathan Anderson of Exceeding 
Grace Christian Center in St. Petersburg, FL. She is a 
loving mother of four and most importantly a faithful 
disciple of Jesus Christ.

KIMBERLY ANDERSON
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Choose
Presence
Over
Numbing

by Mike Bailey

But what do we do in the in-between? What happens 
in that desperate space where we aren't quite on the 
side yet, and our hearts still feel incredibly raw? In those 
moments, pain becomes an invitation for God to move 
in and replace our strength with His. We must invite God 
into our pain to help us endure the desperate in-between. 
When the pressure mounts, the alternative to facing the 
pain is running from it. We often look for temporary relief 
through various methods of numbing. However, numbing 
never addresses the source of the real issue or makes us 
healthier. It only silences our desperate need for help.

Consider these realities of avoiding hurt:

Imprisonment:
We think we are freeing ourselves from the pain, but what 
numbs us ultimately imprisons us. 

Emotional Voids:
If we avoid the hurt, it creates a deep void within us. 

Loss of Connection:
It slowly diminishes our ability to fully feel, fully connect, 
and fully love again. 

Spiritual Distance:
It steals the best parts of our relationship with God.

Pain is simply the sensation that indicates transformation is 
needed. It shows us exactly where weakness exists so that new 
strength can enter in. To heal, we must choose to pursue long-
term strength rather than temporary relief.

How do we actually receive this new strength? How do we 
stop ourselves from chasing what will numb us when the 
deepest parts of us are screaming for relief right now?

The answer is we invite God’s closeness. “Come near to God 
and he will come near to you” James 4:8 NIV. No matter how 
vast or deep your pit feels, prayer is big enough to fill you with 
the reality of God’s presence. When we draw near to God, He 
promises to draw near to us. He always accepts our invitation. 

On the days when your heart feels deeply wounded and words 
feel completely inadequate, let Scripture guide your prayers. 
When you need a place to start, turn to the comforting truth 
of Psalm 91:1 NIV: “Whoever dwells in the shelter of the most 
high will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.”

Bring your raw emotions into the shelter today. Stop trying to 
carry the weight alone, and allow His shadow to become the 
place where your soul can finally rest and rebuild.

P ain is an indicator that brokenness exists. It serves as a reminder that the real enemy, Satan, is trying to take us out 
and bring us down by keeping us stuck in broken places. Yet, pain can also be a gift. It is a catalyst that motivates 

us to fight with brave tenacity and fierce determination, knowing that true healing waits on the other side.

has been ministering for over 20 years and attends CFC. 
MIKE BAILEY 

CHRISTIAN TEACHING
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CHRISTIAN TEACHING

COUNT cost
n Life, it’s important to take inventory and reset the areas 
of our lives where we know adjustments are needed. When 

God speaks to us or gives us an assignment, He already knows 
we are capable of doing what He has asked. Remember, He is 
not only the author of our faith but also the perfector which is 
translated “the finisher.” In other words, God will finish the good 
work He began in your life, but your obedience is a key part of 
that process.

Obedience is better than sacrifice. God’s Word teaches us this 
principle because obedience is truly a matter of trusting Him. He 
doesn’t want religious rituals that look good on the outside but 
cost us nothing. In other words, don’t just give God the easy parts 
of your life–give Him the areas that are valuable to you; give 
Him all of yourself, even if it comes at great cost. As consecrated 
believers, we must be prepared to surrender everything to Him. 
Consider Abraham, when he climbed that mountain prepared 
to offer up Isaac, the son of promise—the one he loved. He was 
willing to pay the supreme price with the life of his son because 
he trusted God enough to obey Him. That day, his obedience 

was credited to him as righteousness; and because he pleased 
God, generations have lived under the blessing of the covenant 
between God and Abraham. And here we are today, still 
worshipping Jehovah Jireh–the God who provides!

There’s a story in the Bible in 2 Samuel 24 where David sinned 
against God by conducting a census of his fighting men. As a 
result, God judged the land because of David’s sin. When God 
saw the people suffering and dying, He was grieved and called a 
halt to the plague–but something was still required of David. He 
needed to offer a sacrifice of repentance to God.

18 On that day Gad went to David and said to him, “Go up and build an altar to the Lord on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.” 
19 So David went up, as the Lord had commanded through Gad. 20 When Araunah looked and saw the king and his officials coming 
toward him, he went out and bowed down before the king with his face to the ground. 21 Araunah said, “Why has my lord the king come 
to his servant?” “To buy your threshing floor,” David answered, “so I can build an altar to the Lord, that the plague on the people may be 
stopped.” 22 Araunah said to David, “Let my lord the king take whatever he wishes and offer it up. Here are oxen for the burnt offering, 
and here are threshing sledges and ox yokes for the wood. 23 Your Majesty, Araunah gives all this to the king.” Araunah also said to him, 
“May the Lord your God accept you.”  24 But the king replied to Araunah, “No, I insist on paying you for it. I will not sacrifice to the Lord 
my God burnt offerings that cost me nothing.” So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen and paid fifty shekels of silver for them.

There is a principle here that is rarely discussed in the Body of 
Christ: we must be willing to pay the price required to obey God 
and walk in our calling. The anointing is given to us, but it is 
never without cost. My price may be different from yours, but I 
assure you of this–it will cost us something. Are you willing to pay 
the price to be in the center of God’s will? To align your life with 
His heart?

He wants a consecrated bride, not one who is halfhearted. 
God wants all of you. If you find yourself wrestling against Him, 
questioning whether the cost is worth it, just take the step of 
obedience. You will never regret living for him. He is a good 
Father. Consider how He relented and lifted the plague when He 
accepted David’s sacrifice at the altar of repentance. Remember 
how God met Abraham as he prepared to offer Isaac as a 
sacrifice. He will do the same for you; just try Him and see for 
yourself. Everything of great value comes at a cost, but what we 
gain far exceeds what we give.  

The words of a song come to mind in closing: “The things of earth 
will grow strangely dim in the light of His glory and grace….” 
Nothing compares to serving the Lord–it is worth it all.

is a small group leader at CFC with 40 years of 
teaching ministry, and she currently resides in 
Port Charlotte, FL.  

DEBBIE VELEY

by Debbie Veley
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In the Fall of 2024, my father, Pastor Tommy 
Bates, was in a time of prayer when 
suddenly he was overcome with a heavy 
burden for Spain. This was surprising to 
him because at this point, neither he nor 
any other member of the Missions Board of 
CFC had any contacts or connections with 
missionaries or any ministry work in that 
area. Nevertheless, for the next few weeks, 
Pastor Bates continued to pray earnestly 
for an outpouring of the Spirit of God and 

a harvest of souls won for Jesus Christ among the people of Spain. It was no 
coincidence that a connection was soon made with Missionaries Anthony 
and Victoria Santiago, who at that time were in the United States with their 
two beautiful children, reaching out for sponsors to help fund their pursuit to 
establish an English-speaking church in Alicante, Spain.  

Both Anthony and Victoria come from families who have a heart for missions. 
As the son and grandson of full-time missionaries, Anthony was raised in 
Spain, helping his family share the message of Jesus Christ to a nation that 
had recently been freed from a restrictive dictatorship. During the reign of 
Francisco Franco, various Protestant leaders and pastors were executed 
or forced into exile. Police confiscated non-Catholic Bibles, and nearly 
every Protestant school and seminary in the country was closed. Surviving 
Protestants faced severe legal discrimination. They were banned from 
holding public office, forbidden from marrying legally outside the Catholic 
Church, and not allowed to build churches with exterior signs of worship. In 
December of 1978, after the death of Franco, Spain became a democracy, and 
the Protestant message of Jesus Christ was finally allowed to be preached. 
As one can imagine, it took several years before the people of the country felt 
safe enough not only to share the Gospel, but also to be open to hearing it. 

Pastor Bates invited the Santiagos to Community Family Church to attend all 
five services that Sunday, in hopes of seeing how a bond might be formed 
to reach the country that is so dear to their hearts. At each service, Anthony 
and Victoria shared their message and asked for prayer for protection and 
guidance for their next step in ministry. That night, Tommy Bates Ministries 
gave a substantial offering to their work, and the Santiagos were fully 
funded to start Alicante Church in Alicante, Spain! Within one year, Alicante 
Church grew to an average attendance of 100 people each Sunday. Word 
was spreading in the region about this English-speaking church in Alicante 
that was seeing people who had never heard the name Jesus surrender their 
lives to Christ and experience a miraculous transformation. 

When the Santiagos were at Community Family Church (CFC) in the Fall 
of 2024, Megan and I invited them to our house to eat and talk about their 
ministry. We formed a friendship with them and have stayed connected ever 
since. After hearing of all the wonderful things God was doing in Alicante 
Church, Megan and I decided to take our family on a 14-day trip to Alicante, 
Spain, to not only see for ourselves what God was doing there, but also to roll 
up our sleeves and help in any way that we could. This contagious desire also 
stirred in my father, and he made a reservation to join us in Spain as well. 

In June of 2026, Megan and I, along with our four children, Ethan, Paisley, 
Isaac, and Oliver, were flying over the Atlantic Ocean. It was the first time for 
our kids to be in another country and Megan’s first time in Europe. It took a 

by Josh Bates
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total of three flights and lots of energy bars to get us there, but upon arrival, 
we were immediately struck by the elegance of the country. On the coast 
of the Mediterranean Sea, beautiful Alicante lies in the southwest of Spain. 
With over 300 sunny days a year and virtually no humidity, Alicante is a gem 
of a destination. With its extraordinary climate, Alicante has become home 
to many English-speaking people who have emigrated there from other 
European countries. 

In our first few hours in Spain, Megan and I were able to check into our 
apartment and admire the incredible ancient architecture of the city. 
However, nothing could describe how wonderful it felt to hear a knock on 
the door from someone so close to us. Isaac and Oliver opened the door 
and welcomed their Papaw who had already flown in that morning. It was 
evening in Spain, and many restaurants were beginning to serve dinner. 
The time change was something we had to adjust to quickly. Spain is six 
hours ahead of Eastern Standard Time in Kentucky, but that was made a little 
easier to bear because Spanish dinners are typically served around nine or 
ten in the evening. The streets of downtown Alicante are unlike those in the 
United States. The most common form of transportation is walking. No cars 
are allowed on many of the narrow streets. Instead, each alleyway is filled 
with people walking, sitting outside at restaurant tables, or gathering near 
boutique shop entrances. 

The next morning was the 
beginning of our ministry 
experience as Pastor Bates 
was set to preach four worship 
services that day at 9 AM, 10:45 
AM, 12:30 PM, and 6 PM—a 
sequence he was accustomed 
to preaching at CFC for the past 
nine years. Alicante Church 
shares a building with Iglesia 
Cristo Vive, a Spanish-speaking 

church that is part of the Assemblies of God. The two churches joined together 
for two consecutive Revival Sundays with our family! The services included 
three morning services in Spanish and one evening service in English. It was 
absolutely incredible to hear my father sing in Spanish and preach with an 
interpreter. Ethan, Paisley, Isaac, and Oliver provided special music as they 
sang hymns in English like Love Lifted Me and I’m on the Battlefield for My Lord. 
When the Spirit of God moves, it breaks every language barrier. The God who 
pours out His Spirit in Kentucky is the same God who falls on the people in 
Spain. Each service was packed to capacity, and each altar call was filled with 
people seeking the face of Jesus Christ, many encountering the presence of 
the Holy Spirit for the first time in their lives. 

The worship service at Alicante Church, the 6 PM English-speaking service, 
was something we could hardly believe. Attendance had grown from 100 
people just a few months earlier to nearly 200. Pastors Anthony and Victoria 
have connected with many young couples and have trained them to serve 
in every capacity of the church. New converts are being disciplined in the 
Word of God. There is accountability, integrity, and excellence in each area 
of ministry. Alicante Church takes communion together every Sunday with 
the purpose of never losing focus of Jesus as the center of everything they 
do. As Pastor Bates normally does when he is at home at CFC, he preached 
a different sermon than in the morning services. The message was exactly 

what the people of Alicante Church needed to hear. Again, the altars were 
filled with local Spaniards and people from many different nations who have 
settled in Alicante, whose footsteps are now being ordered by the Lord. 

Alicante Church has a midweek worship experience called Theology 
Thursdays, where Pastors Anthony and Victoria dive deep into a specific 
biblical concept. They also have weekly small groups for youth and young 
adults. One of the most exciting activities of Alicante Church is hosting 
baptism celebrations directly in the Mediterranean Sea at a local beach, 
Playa de la Albufereta. We know from the Word of God that we are saved by 
grace through faith and not of works. When believers choose to be water 
baptized, they are not only obeying the directions of Jesus and following his 
example, but also making a public declaration of their faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Alicante Church, as one body, comes to the beach to witness this 
miraculous transformation that only God can do. 

In our 14 days in Alicante, 
Spain, our family participated 
in, led, or preached in 10 
worship services, connected 
with leadership, and taught 
the people of Alicante 
Church how to memorize 
passages from the Bible. As 
the Small Groups Pastor of 
CFC, I have had the privilege 

of leading this Bible Memorization workshop with several ministries of CFC 
and other churches in the States as well. However, it was truly an amazing 
experience to teach this curriculum to the people of Alicante Church. 
They were like sponges, soaking up every strategy I mentioned, and the 
conversations continued after the workshop. 

Every night, as we gathered to give thanks to the Lord in prayer, each of 
our children also thanked Megan and me for taking them to Spain. They 
said it was an experience of a lifetime and I agree. From eating Italian food 
and delicious gelato, to playing mandolins on the Explanada de España, 
to climbing our way to the top of a castle called Castillo de Santa Barbara, 
to forming deep, lasting relationships with Pastors Anthony and Victoria 
Santiago and their girls, our days spent in Alicante were unforgettable. Most 
importantly, we are thankful for what God did in the lives of the precious 
people of Alicante Church through the opportunity He gave us to share the 
love of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.



LETTERS TO THE MINISTRY
We receive so many letters to the ministry from all 
over the country and around the world. Here are a 
few that will encourage you.

Bluegrass Blessings: Fall 2026/Winter 202730

Jim and Carol Faulk, 
Martin, GA

Joe and Charmaine 
Kincade, Edinburgh, IN

Paul and Jackie Medlin, 
Arnold, MO

Charles and Sharon Jones, 
Norton, VA

June Montoya, 
Seattle, WA

David and Patricia Wilde, 
Claridge, PA



Bluegrass Blessings: Fall 2026/Winter 2027 31

Sarah Bruton, 
Indianapolis, IN

Leah Suffridge,
Lebanon, MO

Charlene Nelson, 
Orangevale, CA

Billie Cooper,
Pasadena, TX

Wayne Wetzel,
Clearwater, FL

Forest and Sandy Doody, 
Corinth, ME



GIVE ONLINE!
Scan to Give Now!

or Visit CFCKY.com

GIVE BY MAIL
Community Family Church

11875 Taylor Mill Road
Independence, KY 41051

GIVE BY TEXT
Scan to Text Now!

or Text ‘building’ to 
859-359-3997

GIVE BY PHONE
Scan to Call Now!

or Call 859-363-2362
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